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Rollcall No. 37—"yes”—Petri of Wisconsin
Amendment No. 5.

Rollcall No. 38—"“yes”—Davis of
Amendment.

Rollcall No. 39—"“no”—To amend and ex-
tend the Higher Education Act of 1965, and for
other purposes.

Rollcall No. 40—"yes”—To amend and ex-
tend the Higher Education Act of 1965, and for
other purposes.

Rollcall No. 41—“yes”—Congratulating Lee
Myung-Bak on his election to the Presidency
of the Republic of Korea and wishing him well
during his time of transition and his inaugura-
tion on February 25, 2008.

Rollcall No. 42—"yes”—Recovery Rebates
and Economic Stimulus for the American Peo-
ple Act of 2008.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE AND WORK
OF MARY ISAAK

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2008

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, it is with
great sadness that | rise today to recognize
the passing of Mary Isaak, a Petaluma activist
who was committed to the noble struggle of
helping the less fortunate overcome homeless-
ness. Mary died of congestive heart failure last
month at the age of 88, leaving an enduring
legacy to the people of Petaluma, California
through the establishment of COTS—the
Committee on the Shelterless.

After receiving a music degree from the Uni-
versity of Oregon, Mary moved to Berkeley,
where she met her future husband, who later
tired of the area and moved his family to what
was then rural California—to the egg basket of
the State, Petaluma. There, Mary raised five
children and taught at Live Oak High, the
small school she started on their 22-acre
ranch.

Mary’s life of community service continued
in the late 1980s, when she and Laure
Reichek noticed the increasing number of
homeless in the area and determined to obvi-
ate the problem. In 1988, they founded COTS.
| was on the Petaluma City Council during this
time and had the good fortune to work with
Mary and Laure in facilitating the establish-
ment of this incredible organization, dedicated
to housing homeless families.

“It eventually took on a life of its own,” says
John Records, COTS current executive direc-
tor. “It activated something in the community
and it gave people the opportunity to help. It
offered a way to get involved.”

In a town of 55,000 residents, the nonprofit
registered more than 50,000 volunteer hours
last year alone. These volunteers helped pre-
pare and serve more than 100,000 meals be-
sides working on other programs the facility
offers.

The community embraced COTS because
Mary set an example, volunteering for count-
less tasks and remaining on the board of di-
rectors.

“Even as she aged and became less strong,
she continued to be involved,” Records notes.

In 2004, COTS recognized Mary’s vision
and commitment by naming its new housing
facility in her honor—the Mary Isaaks Center.
The center houses beds for 300, provides be-
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tween 50,000 and 100,000 bed-nights per
year, and its kitchen offer more than half a
million pounds of food each year to the hungry
and homeless of Petaluma. Other programs
thrive, as well. For example, recently COTS
added an innovative pilot trauma center to its
services.

Madam Speaker, it is impossible to measure
the impact Mary Isaak’s work has had on the
individuals—both homeless and volunteers—
and on the community of my hometown of
Petaluma. She leaves to the community a leg-
acy of compassion and involvement that the
world would do well to follow. She will be
greatly missed.

——————

INTRODUCING LEGISLATION TO
UPGRADE THE SECURITY OF
THE SOCIAL SECURITY CARD

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2008

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, today, along
with my colleague Mr. ROskAM, | am intro-
ducing legislation requiring the Social Security
Administration to develop secure Social Secu-
rity cards to combat the rising problem of iden-
tity theft and immigration fraud.

Since Social Security started in 1935, more
than 450 million Social Security cards have
been issued. Over the years, we've had 50
card variations, but all have one common ele-
ment—they are too easy to counterfeit.

According to a 2005 Government Account-
ability Office report, employers reported the
use of 1.4 million Social Security numbers that
don’t exist. Additionally, nearly 1.7 million
numbers have been used by multiple individ-
uals, some as many as 500 times or more.

In 2006, U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE) officials made 1,272 arrests
for identity and benefit fraud. While there is no
central database for confiscated fraudulent So-
cial Security card statistics, regional illegal
document rings illustrate a systemic problem.

Last April, Federal agents arrested 23 indi-
viduals and broke up an illegal document ring
in the Little Village neighborhood of Chicago.
Officials estimated that up to 100 fake Social
Security cards were issued each day at the lo-
cation. According to the Northern lllinois U.S.
Attorney’s Office, the enterprise netted $3 mil-
lion per year for a violent Mexico-based crime
syndicate.

ICE broke up a similar ring in the same
neighborhood in December 2005. Last Octo-
ber, Cook County Sheriff's detectives arrested
two individuals for manufacturing hundreds of
fake identification documents in Chicago’s
West Lawn neighborhood. Outside of the Chi-
cago area, one ICE raid in Washington, DC,
netted 880 fake Social Security cards.

In Waukegan, police raids discovered nu-
merous crimes of identity theft, including crimi-
nals purchasing homes and cars with stolen
Social Security numbers. For as little as $100,
an individual in Waukegan can purchase a
fake Social Security card.

It's time we upgrade Social Security cards
with photos and biometric data like a finger-
print to protect seniors from identity theft and
prevent draining of Social Security trust funds.

Many government agencies already use se-
cure IDs, including the Department of De-
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fense. An ID with a bar code embedded with
biometric data, as well as a picture, will help
prevent counterfeiting. We have the tech-
nology now—there is no excuse to use a doc-
ument that anyone can forge at a Kinkos.

To protect seniors, fight identity theft and
defend our homeland, | urge my colleagues to
join this effort.

HONORING TOM H. SPARKS

HON. FRED UPTON

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2008

Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize and pay tribute to Tom H. Sparks of St.
Joseph, Michigan, who is celebrating his 100th
birthday.

Mr. Sparks was born in a log cabin with a
dirt floor and sod roof in Oklahoma in 1908.
He was taken out of school at the age of 14
when he went to work to support his family.
He was a member of the “Greatest Genera-
tion” and served his country with distinction
and honor in World War Il in the European
Theatre.

Mr. Sparks has been a resident of St. Jo-
seph, Michigan for more than 80 years. To
say that Tom Sparks is a man who has been
active in his community would be a gross un-
derstatement. Mr. Sparks has rarely missed a
meeting of the St. Joseph City Commission
over the last eight decades. He was first elect-
ed to serve on the St. Joseph City Commis-
sion in 1948 and served as Mayor of his
adopted hometown from 1955 to 1963. Even
into his 90s—his name appeared on the ballot
seeking a seat on the City Commission.

Mr. Sparks retired from the City of Benton
Harbor as assistant to the superintendent and
a building inspector in 1975 at the age of 67.
As part of his birthday celebration, it is fitting
he is being recognized by City Commissioners
in St. Joseph.

———————

FREEDOM FOR CARLOS MARTIN
GOMEZ

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2008

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to remind my
colleagues about Carlos Martin Gomez, a po-
litical prisoner in totalitarian Cuba who con-
tinues his struggle to bring human rights and
dignity to the people of Cuba.

In 2000 Cuban regime thugs arrested Mr.
Martin for “desecrating” the thug-in-chief Fidel
Castro. How exactly does one desecrate a ty-
rannical despot? In Mr. Martin’s case by going
to the Jose Marti Airport and calling out loud
for the end of Fidel Castro’s oppression of the
Cuban people. Such a brave act earned Mr.
Martin a 4-year sentence in the gulag.

The regime may have thought they could
quiet Mr. Martin’s calls for the end to the dicta-
torship by throwing him into a prison to suffer
under unbearable conditions. But Mr. Martin
would not let the walls of the gulag suffocate
his continued calls for a free Cuba. Because
of his continued crusade to bring freedom to




E180

the Cuban people, the regime added some-
where between 14 years and 37 years to his
sentence.

Now the dictatorship is trying a different tac-
tic to silence Mr. Martin, they are refusing to
provide him with adequate medical care after
a fish bone got caught in his throat. According
to his sister, Mr. Martin has lost considerable
weight as he is only able to ingest liquids due
to his untreated throat condition.

Despite the gangster tactics and heinous
threats against him, Mr. Martin refuses to back
down and be silenced by the totalitarian re-
gime. He still bravely continues to demand
human rights and dignity for the Cuban peo-
ple. On November 5, 2007, Mr. Martin re-
leased the following statement for the Cuban
people from his prison:

Cuba is a big prison which the regime has
filled with prisons, poverty, famine and dis-
ease. The communist thugs have subjected
us to this for 48 years. Hopefully, soon we
will see freedom in the beautiful land of our
birth, and that nobody has to flee . . . I reit-
erate my affection, respect and love, from
the No. 3 cell of the Melena del Sur prison,
in Havana province, to all who in one form
or another, struggle for the independence
and freedom of Cuba.

Madam Speaker, it is unconscionable that
Carlos Martin Gomez is locked in a filthy dun-
geon for calling for human rights and freedom
for the Cuban people. My colleagues, we must
demand the immediate and unconditional re-
lease of Carlos Martin Gomez and every polit-
ical prisoner in totalitarian Cuba.

HONORING DELMER WALLEN, SR.
HON. DAVID DAVIS

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2008

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor the memory
and life of Delmer Wallen, Sr., a true asset to
the First Congressional District of Tennessee,
who passed away January 28, 2008.

Delmer Wallen, Sr. lived a life of service
and entrepreneurship, and was known by all
for his compassion to all those around him.

He was born in Kyles Ford, Hancock Coun-
ty, Tennessee and lived in Kingsport for most
of his life. Mr. Wallen was employed as presi-
dent and general manager of Kingsport Gro-
cery Company thirty-two years. He was in the
wholesale grocery business for forty years
managing multiple companies.

A great community leader, Delmer Wallen,
Sr. served on numerous boards including
Holston Valley Community Hospital and the
Salvation Army in Kingsport, Tennessee.

In 1986 Delmer served as president of the
Harlan County, Kentucky Chamber of Com-
merce and Chairman of the Sullivan County
Republican party which further shows his com-
mitment to the community that he lived in.

Delmer was also a fifty-year member of the
American Legion and served this great country
in the Korean War as a member of the U.S.
Army Corp of Engineers.

Delmer also showed his commitment to his
faith by regularly attending West View Primi-
tive Baptist Church. During his time spent with
West View Primitive Baptist Church, Delmer
served in various positions such as church
treasurer and adult Sunday school teacher.
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Madam Speaker, | ask that the House join
me this evening in offering our sympathies to
the family and friends of Delmer Wallen, Sr.
He was a dedicated member of the commu-
nity, the church, and the United States and a
true friend of the First District. His service is
greatly treasured and he will be deeply
missed.

HONORING RETIRING WEST SEN-
ECA TOWN COUNCILMAN CRAIG
HICKS

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2008

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the public career of Craig Hicks.

As a councilman to the Town of West Sen-
eca, a thriving community of 46,000 hard-
working residents, Craig spent a great deal of
time protecting their ideals and values. During
his tenure the town continued its rich heritage
and continues to develop into a town of great
commercial growth, providing a kind atmos-
phere to live, work and raise a family. This re-
mained possible as a result of all of the hard
work of the town’s public officials, and Craig’s
efforts as a member of the town board dem-
onstrate that commitment.

Madam Speaker, | ask that this Congress
join me in extending appreciation to Craig
Hicks for his dedicated service and commit-
ment to his community. We wish Craig and his
entire family only the very best of health and
happiness long in the future.

COMMEMORATING THE OPENING
OF THE STEVEN E. COPELAND
GOVERNMENT CENTER

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2008

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate the grand opening of
the Steven E. Copeland Government Center in
Cross Roads, Texas in Denton County. The
grand opening for this new facility is Friday,
February 22, 2008.

The center is named in honor of the late
Steven Everett Copeland, an enthusiastic em-
ployee of Denton County Road and Bridge
East. Mr. Copeland is remembered by his fel-
low workers and supervisors as a person who
took pride in a job done well and was dedi-
cated to giving his best to the citizens of Den-
ton County. This center is dedicated to honor
both his memory and his contributions to the
local community.

This center will provide the citizens of Den-
ton County increased access to county serv-
ices and local government officials, including
the County Commissioner for Precinct 1, Con-
stable, County Clerk, Justice of the Peace,
Tax Assessor, Probation Officers, and the
Denton County Sheriff. Many local officials
have already moved into the new facility, say-
ing it allows them to be closer to their constitu-
ents and provides more efficient access for
the public. Local residents are able to pay
county taxes, register vehicles, and receive
new license plates for their vehicles.
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Along with these government offices, the
Steven E. Copeland Government Center will
also house a community room which is avail-
able to the public for use. Denton County has
committed itself to providing the best for its
citizens, and this new center is a shining ex-
ample of that commitment.

Madam Speaker, it is with great honor that
| congratulate Denton County Commissioner
Cynthia White and the Commissioners Court
on the opening of this facility. | am proud to
represent Denton County in the 26th District of
Texas and look forward to seeing the positive
effects this center will have on the community.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2008

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California.
Madam Speaker, on Wednesday, February 6,
2008, | was unavoidably detained in my Con-
gressional district.

Had | been present and voting, | would have
voted as follows:

(1) Rollcall No. 29: “Yes” on Motion To Sus-
pend the Rules and Pass H. Res. 867;

(2) Rollcall No. 30: “Yes” on Motion To Sus-
pend the Rules and Pass H. Res. 942;

(3) Rollcall No. 31: “Yes” on Motion To Sus-
pend the Rules and Pass H. Res. 943.

——————

HONORING SY LENZ, OF SONOMA,
CALIFORNIA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2008

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise, along with Congresswoman
LYNN WOOLSEY, to recognize the gentleman
honored by the City of Sonoma as 2008 Al-
calde—Honorary Mayor of the Year—Sy Lenz.
The honorary position of Alcalde has been be-
stowed each year since 1975 on a person
who has enhanced the welfare of Sonoma by
his or her unselfish contributions to the com-
munity.

As Alcalde, Sy will be given a silver-headed
cane as a symbol of his distinction and will ap-
pear in parades, grand openings and other
special events throughout the year.

Although Sy and his wife, Harriet, have lived
in Sonoma since 1989, when they moved here
to be near their daughter, Sy leapt directly into
community service. He used his talents as a
retired U.S. Air Force Lt. Colonel and execu-
tive recruiter to volunteer on the strategic plan
for the local school district. He also became
active in the Kiwanis Club and with La Luz
Center, a local nonprofit serving immigrants,
as well as founding and developing Congrega-
tion Shir Shalom.

“One project | worked on was an attempt to
establish an in-town teen club,” Sy says. “We
raised thousands of dollars hopefully to find a
site, and although it remained out of our
reach, it lead to the creation of the ‘No-Name
Café’ at Sonoma Valley High School.”

Sy’s service is not limited to the younger
generation. He has participated in delivering
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