September 10, 2008
IN HONOR OF GORDON WEEKS

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 10, 2008

Mr. GALLEGLY. Madam Speaker, | rise in
honor of Simi Valley Police Department Lieu-
tenant Gordon Weeks, who retires today after
3172 years of dedicated and exceptional serv-
ice to the department and the city it serves.

Simi Valley, California, has been my home
for more than 40 years. When | was first elect-
ed to the City Council, Simi Valley’s public
safety was entrusted to the Simi Valley Com-
munity Safety Agency. Officers rode in white
cars and wore light blue uniform shirts. It was
an intentionally low-key and, some might say,
casual approach to law enforcement.

Not long after my election to the council, |
became the city’s first elected mayor. A young
officer approached me with his concerns about
the image and functions of the Community
Safety Agency and his ideas for professional-
izing it. Our discussions, some of which oc-
curred as | rode the streets of the city with of-
ficer Weeks in his patrol car, led to action.
Soon the Simi Valley Community Safety Agen-
cy became the Simi Valley Police Department.
White patrol cars were transformed into tradi-
tional black and whites. Community safety offi-
cers became trained and professional police
officers and dressed the part.

Gordon Weeks was a pivotal force in bring-
ing about those changes. He acted on his
sense of professionalism and thereby helped
to modernize Simi Valley’s police force.

Gordon’s influence over the maturity of the
department did not end there. He remained at
the forefront of building a professional police
department. He was a founding member of the
department's SWAT team and, after he was
promoted to lieutenant in 1997, Gordon served
4 years as the SWAT commander.

Gordon also trained new recruits as a field
training officer and later oversaw that program
and the firearms training program for 32
years.

As a Driving Under the Influence Team
member for less than 2 years, Gordon ar-
rested approximately 400 drunken drivers. For
22 years he solved property and violent
crimes as a detective. He was a patrol ser-
geant for 8 years. He worked as a background
investigator. He served as a patrol watch com-
mander and patrol administrative lieutenant.

Always, Gordon Weeks served as a profes-
sional. And the Police Department Lieutenant
Weeks leaves behind today has his mark on
it, for the better. Our collaboration and my re-
spect for his dedication and professionalism
has led to a long and lasting friendship.

Madam Speaker, | know my colleagues join
me in thanking Lieutenant Gordon Weeks for
more than three decades of dedication and
professionalism to the Simi Valley Police De-
partment and in wishing him well in a long and
fruitful retirement. Godspeed, Gordy.
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EMPLOYEES’ LETTER ON R&D TAX
CREDIT

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 10, 2008

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today in support of the Research and
Development tax credit, a credit which has
been championed here in the House by my
friend and colleague, Representative SANDER
LEVIN. He has authored legislation to extend
this important credit and | have joined him in
this effort.

Today, | want to highlight a letter sent to all
Members of Congress signed by 3,400 Amer-
ican workers, representing 43 States and well
over 100 U.S. companies, ranging from small
to large. In this letter, these workers in the re-
search industry urge us to extend and
strengthen the R&D tax credit, which expired
on December 31, 2007.

Already, the House has passed legislation
to extend the R&D tax credit. But our Senate
colleagues have been unable to do the same.
As many of my colleagues already realize, this
tax credit is like no other. Without this credit,
much of this innovative research would likely
migrate to other countries, many which offer
their own incentives.

Congress needs to enact a seamless and
retroactive extension of this credit to ensure
that these highpaying technology jobs stay in
America.

As the 3,400 workers in the R&D industry
aptly stated in their letter to Congress:

We write to you—from companies across
the country both large and small—to address
an issue that we believe will affect the likeli-
hood that high-skilled jobs such as ours are
located in our communities and in our coun-
try.

Simply put, we are dismayed that Congress
has allowed the R&D tax credit to expire. We
know that most of you have lauded the bene-
fits of the credit, and we appreciate this sup-
port. We urge you to act now to enact into
law an extension of a strengthened credit be-
cause research-dependent jobs are at stake.

| ask that this letter be included in the
RECORD immediately following my comments.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
contact their counterparts in the Senate to de-
mand immediate action on tax extenders.
American workers are waiting and these jobs
are simply too good to lose.

SEPTEMBER 10, 2008.

Hon. Harry Reid,
Magjority Leader, U.S. Senate,
The Capitol, Washington, DC.

DEAR MAJORITY LEADER REID: Our country
has always been a hospitable place for inven-
tion. It is a reflection of our values and inge-
nuity. Government policies such as the R&D
tax credit are expressions of our desire to in-
novate and create.

We write to you—from companies across
the country both large and small—to address
an issue that we believe will affect the likeli-
hood that high-skilled jobs such as ours are
located in our communities and in our coun-
try.

Simply put, we are dismayed that Congress
has allowed the R&D tax credit to expire. We
know that most of you have lauded the bene-
fits of the credit, and we appreciate this sup-
port. We urge you to act now to enact into
law an extension of a strengthened credit be-
cause research-dependent jobs are at stake.
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The signatures you see on this letter rep-
resent just some of the tens of thousands of
real people who have benefited positively
from the effects of the credit over the past 26
years. You can read studies and surveys, but
we are living proof that the vast majority of
R&D credit dollars go directly to pay the
wages of highly skilled American workers.

Between high gas prices and falling home
values, it is a difficult time for all Ameri-
cans. As you work to boost U.S. economic
activity, please act quickly to reinstate and
strengthen a program with a track record of
more than two decades of success. We thank
you for your commitment to our country
and to U.S. workers.

Sincerely,

Signed by 3,400 workers in the R&D indus-

try.

AMERICAN HISTORY
HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 10, 2008

Mrs. MYRICK. Madam Speaker, when the
first rays of daylight broke on the Lexington
Green on April 19, 1775, “the shot heard
round the world” was fired as British soldiers
and American patriots clashed and sparked
the war for American independence. A month
later, on May 20, 1775, delegates of the citi-
zens of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina,
adopted their declaration of independence that
“Resolved, That we the citizens of Mecklen-
burg County, do hereby dissolve the political
bands which have connected us to the Mother
Country, and hereby absolve ourselves from
all allegiance to the British Crown, and abjure
all political connection, contract, or associa-
tion, with that Nation, who have wantonly
trampled on our rights and liberties and
inhumanly shed the innocent blood of Amer-
ican patriots at Lexington.”

Delegates to the Second Continental Con-
gress declared American independence on
July 4, 1776, by stating that “these colonies
are, and of Right ought to be Free and Inde-
pendent States” and in support of that dec-
laration mutually pledged to each other their
lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor.
General George Washington led an army of
American patriots through the American Revo-
lution. This army lacked everything but cour-
age, shouldered every burden and adversity,
and persevered for 8 long years to secure
blessings of liberty for themselves and their
posterity.

The liberty of our Nation was supported by
the largesse of France’s King Louis XVI and
Spain’s King Carlos Il and secured by the
daring of Europe’s elite military officers, includ-
ing La Fayette, Rochambeau, von Steuben,
Pulaski, Galvez, and others.

The surrender of British forces under the
command of General Lord John Cornwallis at
the Battle of Yorktown on October 19, 1781, to
the allied forces under the command of Gen-
eral George Washington and General Comte
de Rochambeau set the stage for peace initia-
tives abroad. As such, Congress appointed
Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and John Jay
to represent the United States and David Hart-
ley was appointed by Great Britain’s King
George Il to negotiate terms for peace.

On September 3, 1783, the peace commis-
sioners of the United States and Great Britain
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signed a Treaty of Peace in Paris which rec-
ognized American independence and bound-
aries and declared the intention of both parties
to “forget all past misunderstandings and dif-
ferences” and ‘“secure to both perpetual
peace and harmony.” Great Britain also
signed treaties of peace in Paris on Sep-
tember 3, 1783, with France and Spain and
provisionally with the Netherlands to bring a
cessation of hostilities between the nations.

Therefore, | call upon Congress and the
American public to recognize the 225th Anni-
versary of the Treaty of Paris that took place
on September 3, 2008. We should remember
and honor the men that served in the revolu-
tion; American, French, and Spanish. And we
should recognize the enduring friendship be-
tween the United States and its first allies—
France and Spain.

We should also recognize that it is the
225th anniversary of relations between the
United States and Great Britain. While we
fought many battles against each other in
America’s early years, we have fought side by
side in far greater battles since those times.
The Treaty of Paris 225th anniversary should
therefore reaffirm the value of the deep friend-
ship that has developed between America and
Great Britain since that time.

History teaches us to hope. So let us recog-
nize this date and hope that in the next 225
years America is stronger and more pros-
perous than it is now, and that its friendships
with Spain, France, and Great Britain are as
strong as they are today.

—

RURAL VETERANS ACCESS TO
CARE ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2008

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| stand in support of our veterans and in sup-
port of H.R. 1527, the Rural Veterans Access
to Care Act by my colleague from Kansas,
Representative JERRY MORAN and the Mem-
bers of the Veterans’ Affairs Committee.

Ladies and gentlemen, as we come upon
the anniversary Il of that fateful day in Sep-
tember this Thursday, it is important to re-
member our men and women currently serving
and our veterans who have returned home.

WAR COSTS

Since the terrorist attacks of September 11,
2001, the United States has initiated three
military operations:

Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) cov-
ering Afghanistan and other Global War on
Terror (GWQOT) operations ranging from the
Philippines to Djibouti that began immediately
after the 9/11 attacks and continues;

Operation Noble Eagle (ONE) providing en-
hanced security for U.S. military bases and
other homeland security that was launched in
response to the attacks and continues at a
modest level; and

Operation Iragi Freedom (OIF) that began in
the fall of 2002 with the buildup of troops for
the March 2003 invasion of Iraq and continues
with counter-insurgency and stability oper-
ations.

According to CRS estimates, with enact-
ment of the FY2008 Supplemental and
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FY2009 Bridge Fund on June 30, 2008, a total
of about $859 billion has been approved for
military operations, base security, reconstruc-
tion, foreign aid, embassy costs, and veterans’
health care for the three operations initiated
since the 9/11 attacks.

This $859 billion total covers all war-related
appropriations from FY2001 through part of
FY2009 in supplementals, regular appropria-
tions, and continuing resolutions.

Of that total, CRS estimates that Iraq will re-
ceive about $653 billion (76 percent), OEF
about $172 billion (20 percent), and enhanced
base security about $28 billion (3 percent),
with about $5 billion that CRS cannot allocate
(1 percent) or readily determine where it was
allocated.

As of April 2008, DOD’s monthly obligations
for contracts and pay averaged about $12.1
billion, including $9.8 billion for Irag, and $2.3
billion for Afghanistan.

The recently enacted FY2008 Supplemental
(H.R. 2642/P.L. 110-252) includes a total of
about $160 billion for war costs for the Depart-
ment of Defense (DOD), State/USAID and
Veterans Administration medical programs for
the rest of FY2008 and part of FY2009.

In February 2008, the Congressional Budget
Office projected that additional war costs from
FY2009 through FY2018 could range from
$440 billion, if troop levels fell to 30,000 by
2010, $1.0 trillion, if troop levels fell to 75,000
by about 2013. Under these scenarios, CBO
projects that funding for Irag, Afghanistan and
the GWOT could reach from about $1.1 trillion
to about $1.7 tri1lon for FY2001-FY2018.

As of August 2008 in the Marine Corps
alone we have lost over 1,060 young men and
women give the ultimate sacrifice for our
country, (OIF 1,001 and OEF 59). This does
not even include our men and women in the
Army, Air Force, Coast Guard, and National
Guard.

With all that we are spending to send our
armed forces overseas, we need to be keep-
ing in mind what they will need when they re-
turn.

HEALTHCARE

It is our duty to take care of those who have
risked life and limb to secure our freedom and
the freedom of others around the world. The
World Health Organization ranked the U.S.
health care system 37th in the world for qual-
ity and 55th for fairness. We are the only in-
dustrialized country that does not have uni-
versal health care.

That is why | have supported Congressman
JOHN CONYER’s Universal Healthcare legisla-
tion (H.R. 676). We need all Americans—par-
ents, children, veterans—to receive
healthcare. H.R. 1527 ensures this kind of ac-
cess to care for our Rural Veteran’s and | can
only hope that we continue to look at this type
of legislation for everyone in this great Nation.

TEXAS VETERANS

In Texas, we have the Texas Veterans
Commission (TVC) that was created in 1927.
We have 9 medical centers and two regional
centers with one in my great city of Houston,
TX and one in Waco, TX. The Waco Regional
Office serves over 942,000 veterans, as well
as their family members, in the 164-county
area that comprises the northern two-thirds of
Texas. Each year, they process more than
$1.9 billion in VA benefit payments are issued
to Texas veterans.

This is why | fought to get $1 million to Riv-
erside Hospital in Houston to help our vet-
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eran’s with their health care and their mental
health issues. At this historic African-American
hospital they work with our veteran’s and as-
sist with care for Post-traumatic stress dis-
order (PTSD).

Our Veteran’s in our urban and rural areas
deserve the best care we can give. We should
not hesitate to care for the men and women
who fought so courageously for us.

CONCLUSION

We are facing rising food, gas, and energy
costs. Our housing markets are still reeling
and we are at high levels of unemployment.
We must ensure that the Securities markets
are secure and able to withstand our current
economic climate. Mr. Speaker, | urge my col-
leagues to support this important legislation.

COMMEMORATING HONOR FLIGHT
BLUEGRASS CHAPTER

HON. JOHN A. YARMUTH

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 10, 2008

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of Honor Flight Bluegrass
Chapter. Today, Honor Flight is making its lat-
est trip to Washington to bring Kentucky’s
World War |l veterans to visit the memorials
that honor their courage and heroism and
those that celebrate the heroic military per-
sonnel who served before them and those
who followed in their footsteps.

Today, the United States of America has,
without question, the most powerful military in
the world. But in 1941, when an unprovoked
attack on Pearl Harbor awakened a sleeping
giant, America’s military might was anything
but certain. Though we did not have the larges
or richest in the world, the United States’ mili-
tary was made up of warriors with unflagging
courage and limitless dedication that followed
in a tradition dating back to the Revolutionary
War and continues to this day.

They are called the greatest generation and
with good reason. By war's end, it was not
only our military that went unquestioned. Fol-
lowing their efforts, the United States of Amer-
ica emerged from battle as a beacon of free-
dom and liberty.

Today, 63 years after their victory over Na-
zism, fascism, and imperialism, some of those
heroes join us in the Nation’s Capitol for the
first time. As ever, we remain a Nation grateful
for their sacrifice and indebted for their suc-
cess.

Today’s trip brings to Washington the fol-
lowing 38 Kentucky World War Il veterans:
Harold Ausmus, Ruben Avila, Fredrick Balke,
John Beye, Hubert Wessel, Cynthia Phelps,
Arthur  Decker, Barbara Abbott, John
Bruggensmith, Leslie  Cohen, Clarence
Crawford, James “Art” Cutliff, Wayne Tabor,
Herman Sasse, Charles Dever, John Cook,
Robert Kottcamp, Neal Puckett, Bernard
Ohare, John Okeefe, Blond Puckett, Leslie
“Dan” Stickler, Charles Tribble, Ernest Spen-
cer, Harold Phillips, Joseph Riney, Kathryn
Mattingly, Edward Peterson, Bill Brundage,
Therese Comstock, Henry “Don” Donaldson,
Matthew Flanagan, Robert Carrico, Robert
Hall, Edward Jackey, Clyde Logsdon, Leonard
O’Dell, and Edward Oechsli.

| urge my colleagues to join me in wel-
coming them to Washington, recognizing their
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