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with the same casual kindness that won her
the love of her constituents back in Cleveland.

Most importantly, we will remember her
courage. STEPHANIE was never intimidated by
anybody or anything. When she saw injustice,
she did something about it, even when the
battle would be difficult and victory uncertain.
She spoke for those in need of a champion.
In her career, she transcended the barriers of
race, class and gender that continue to under-
mine the great American creed of equal op-
portunity. In her work, she helped ensure that
those barriers will not stop future generations
of Americans from achieving their potential.

STEPHANIE loved warm words, but she pre-
ferred strong actions. Let her example help us
to speak truth to power and stand up for jus-
tice. The best tribute we could offer to so pas-
sionate and committed a public servant is to
continue her work.

——————

HONORING THE SPECIAL
ACHIEVEMENTS OF JIM TUCKER

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2008

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
along with my colleagues from California, Mr.
RADANOVICH, Mr. NUNES and Mr. CARDOZA to
pay tribute and congratulate the distinguished
public service and educational career of Mr.
Jim Tucker. After 19 years, Jim Tucker is leav-
ing his position as host of the Valley Press
Show. Mr. Tucker will be honored at a recep-
tion held by Valley Public Television on
Wednesday, August 27, 2008.

During his 19 years of service, Mr. Tucker
has hosted the Valley Press Show and has
interviewed more than 1,500 guests on more
than 650 episodes and hosted 40 political de-
bates. His guests included national, state and
local politicians, celebrities, authors, historians,
sports figures, religious, educational and com-
munity leaders, as well as, numerous mem-
bers of our local Valley media. He planned,
prepared, wrote, scheduled and hosted the
weekly program. Valley Press is the signature
KVPT public affairs program; it provides view-
ers with an in-depth look at major local area
news stories. Mr. Tucker has been responsible
for researching topics of interest and con-
tacting the numerous guests for the program.
Mr. Tucker has dedicated himself tirelessly to
KVPT—Valley Public Television and to his
community.

Mr. Tucker also taught journalism in the
Mass Communications Department at Cali-
fornia State University, Fresno. Due to his vast
wisdom and knowledge of journalism and re-
porting, he has been honored with many dis-
tinctions recognition awards throughout the
years. His awards include Outstanding Jour-
nalism Professor of the Year in 1996, twice
nominee for a regional Emmy award and Cali-
fornia State University of Fresno Provost's
Award for excellence in Teaching in 1997.

For those who have had the wonderful op-
portunity to be one of the guests on Jim’s
show, it has always been a learning experi-
ence. The same dedication and knowledge of
journalism he shared with his students at
Fresno State was always demonstrated in his
efforts to bring as much information as pos-
sible from his guests to the public at large.
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That is what made his show one of the best
of its kind, and why he had such a large fol-
lowing throughout the Valley and across the
entire political spectrum. As a result, Jim
Tucker is the quintessential journalist; always
seeking answers to tough questions in an at-
tempt to try and better inform the public, who
are the critical link in making representative
democracy work effectively.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend
and congratulate Jim Tucker upon his retire-
ment from Valley Public Television. As a val-
ley resident his journalistic integrity and credi-
bility have been greatly appreciated. Upon his
retirement, as he prepares to spend more time
with his family and endeavors of interest to
him, we thank him for his service and we wish
him continued success and best of luck for the
future.

HONORING THE DEDICATION OF
RUDDER HIGH SCHOOL IN
BRYAN, TX

HON. CHET EDWARDS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2008

Mr. EWARDS of Texas. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the newly dedicated James
Earl Rudder High School in the community of
Bryan-College Station, TX.

There is something very special about the
dedication of a new school. It is a place where
so many lives will be shaped, so many memo-
ries made, a place where hopes for a better
world will become a reality. Add to that that
James Earl Rudder was a true American hero,
and it makes the dedication of this high school
a memorable event in the history of Brazos
County.

Superintendent Cargill and Principal Piatt,
thank you for giving me the privilege of being
there, because the Rudder family has had a
very personal impact on my life. Mrs. Earl
Rudder was like a second mother to me, al-
though in fairness, | should point out that she
effectively adopted thousands of Aggies over
several generations. That did not make her
any less special to me, and | want to thank
Ann, Linda, Bud and Bob for sharing for so
many years your mother and father with all of
us in your extended Aggie family.

I never met General Rudder, because he
died just months before | enrolled at A&M in
1970, but like every American and every cit-
izen of the world who benefited from the de-
feat of Nazi forces in World War II, | am the
beneficiary of his indomitable courage on D-
Day, which marked the beginning of the end
for Hitler's plan of world domination.

In a more personal way, | paid for my grad-
uate school education with the scholarship |
received when | was awarded the Earl Rudder
Award upon my graduation from A&M in 1974.
Nevertheless, receiving that award has always
been a source of deep humility to me, be-
cause | know that | could not even walk in the
shadows of this great American’s shoes.

| want to salute the school board members,
Superintendent Cargill, Principal Piatt, and all
who made this new school possible. James
Earl Rudder High School is far more than
brick, glass and mortar, because a school rep-
resents the very best of our values as a com-
munity. This school represents the commit-

September 9, 2008

ment of one generation to the next. It rep-
resents this community’s willingness to tax
itself to ensure that its children have a fair
chance to reach their highest God-given po-
tential.

It is in our schools and houses of worship
that we witness our best sense of community,
a sense that we truly are our brothers’ keep-
ers. It is in our schools that we Americans
strive to provide for equality of opportunity for
all. Ours is an imperfect, never ending jour-
ney, but in that march toward equality for all,
we show our greatness and goodness as a
nation.

Thomas Jefferson was the 33-year-old au-
thor of our Declaration of Independence. He
was our third and one of our greatest Presi-
dents. Yet, before he died, he made it clear
that he wanted it etched on his gravestone
that he was the founder of a university. In his
wisdom, Thomas Jefferson understood the im-
portance of education to our democracy.

Two centuries later, | believe that each of
you who played a role in founding James Earl
Rudder High School shares the right to be
proud of your accomplishment. It is my hope
that the life and values of Earl Rudder will be
an inspiration to every student here from this
day forward. We should never forget the story
of Earl Rudder, because his is the story of the
American spirit. It is a story from which we
can all learn.

Born in the small town of Eden, Texas, Earl
Rudder did not inherit material wealth, but his
family, faith and education helped mold a true
leader. Like so many Americans, he dedicated
his life to helping others, to serving his coun-
try.

After graduating from Texas A&M in 1932,
Earl Rudder was commissioned as a Second
Lieutenant in the U.S. Army Reserves. He
then chose the noble profession of teaching—
first as a coach and teacher at Brady High
School and later at Tarleton State College. In
1941, his country called him to duty, and did
he ever answer that call. Rising through the
ranks because of his integrity, courage and
leadership skills, he was chosen to lead the
2nd Ranger Battalion by one of the most re-
spected Generals to ever serve in the U.S.
Army, General Omar Bradley.

His D-Day mission was to lead the best of
the best up the 100-foot cliffs of Pointe du Hoc
to disarm massive German guns that could
have killed thousands of American G.l.s and
put the Allied invasion of France at risk.

General Bradley said this about the respon-
sibility given then Lt. Colonel Earl Rudder:

“No soldier in my command has ever been
wished a more difficult task than that which
befell the thirty-four-year-old Commander of
this Provisional Ranger Force.”

Two hundred and twenty-five Rangers
began their mission on that perilous day when
literally the fate of the world was in their
hands. Only ninety-nine survived, but because
of the heroism of Earl Rudder and Rudder’s
Rangers that day, our world survived the tyr-
anny of Adolf Hitler. Lt. Colonel Rudder, this
great Aggie and American, didn’'t stop there.
He went on to lead a unit in the Battle of the
Bulge and became one of the most decorated
veterans of World War 1.

Having every right to say his public service
was completed at the end of World War I,
Earl Rudder did what so many of America’s
veterans have done throughout our history. He
spent the rest of his life in service to others
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and to the country he loved. He moved back
to Brady, Texas and became its mayor. He
was elected Land Commissioner of Texas, a
position he used to clean up abuses in vet-
erans’ land programs.

When he became the President of Texas
A&M University, his beloved alma mater, Earl
Rudder told his close classmate of ’32 and my
mentor, Congressman Olin E. Teague, that he
had to make a decision that in some ways
brought more heat on him than German guns
at Pointe du Hoc. He decided to allow women
into A&M and to make the Corps of Cadets
voluntary for A&M students.

Some Aggies didn’t talk to President Rudder
ever again. But, just as he did on D-Day, Earl
Rudder showed the courage of his conviction.
Just as D-Day literally helped save the world
as we know it, President Rudder’s decision in
the 1960s saved the future of Texas A&M. It
was, perhaps, the most important decision
ever made by any President of Texas A&M,
and | am not sure if any other person but Earl
Rudder could have made it. In 1967, President
Lyndon Johnson presented Earl Rudder with
the Distinguished Service Medal, our Nation’s
highest civilian award.

Love of faith, family and country; courage
under fire; integrity; and lifelong service to oth-
ers—these were the values of Earl Rudder.
They are the quintessential American values
that have made ours the greatest nation in the
world.

My hope is that the story and values of Earl
Rudder will inspire the lives of everyone who
walks through these doors for generations to
come. If so, then ours will be a better commu-
nity and a better country, and we will have
truly honored the service of this American
hero.

May God bless James Earl Rudder High
School and all who will serve there.

BUD DOGGETT
HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2008

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, | rise in
memory of my good friend, and a pillar of our
Washington community, L.B. “Bud” Doggett,
Jr. Bud died last month, while Congress was
out of session, but | want to take this moment
to note how dearly he will be missed, and how
many will miss him.

Bud was one of Washington’s most suc-
cessful businessmen, who turned a small
parking company founded by his parents into
a local business powerhouse. But he was far
from content to simply enjoy his success; in-
stead, he made himself into a vital civic lead-
er, contributing immeasurably to Washington’s
development into a world-class city. Bud was
born here in the District, and he always said
he never crossed “the Potomac Ocean” un-
less absolutely necessary. Everyone who lives
here is a beneficiary of his dedication to his
hometown.

But to Bud, leadership meant service as
much as it meant power. He learned the spirit
of service in the European Theater of World
War Il, and he put it to work back home. Per-
haps his most lasting accomplishment was the
foundation of Heroes Inc., a charity that for the
last 45 years has provided for the families of
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police officers and firefighters killed in the line
of duty. As his wife, Cherrie Wanner Doggett,
said at his funeral: “What he most loved was
watching his friends and the people he loved
being happy. His pleasure in life was doing for
others—especially when he knew he was
helping someone who could never give him
anything in return.”

Our community was blessed to have a serv-
ant-leader like Bud Doggett, for so long. He
will be dearly missed.

———————

EXPRESSING THE CONDOLENCES
OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES ON THE DEATH OF THE
HONORABLE STEPHANIE TUBBS
JONES, A REPRESENTATIVE OF
THE STATE OF OHIO

SPEECH OF

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 8, 2008

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor my friend, mentor, and a true pio-
neer. Congresswoman STEPHANIE TUBBS
JONES was taken from us at far too young an
age when she passed away on August 20th.
On August 30th, during a memorial ceremony
held at the Cleveland Public Hall, | addressed
the hundreds of friends and family in attend-
ance to pay tribute to STEPHANIE and | would
like to share those remarks here as well:

There was a famous song a few years back
called, “I Hope You Dance.” And it's a song
that passes along some advice to all of us,
and the refrain of the song says, “If you have
the choice to sit it out or dance, | hope you
dance.” And we all know that STEPHANIE didn’t
sit it out; she danced. She danced through this
life with a style all her own, and she now gets
to dance once again with her favorite partner,
Mervin. Whether literally dancing on the dance
floor or dancing through life, she possessed
the key quality of any great dancer—she was
fearless. She wasn'’t real concerned with criti-
cism because she got her instructions from
the inside. And as Connie Shultz pointed out
last week in her wonderful column, “When the
rough and tumble side of Cleveland politics
reared its head and threatened STEPHANIE,
she simply said, ‘I don’t have time for fear.””

Gandhi said, “My life is my message.” And
so it is with STEPHANIE. Her life instructs us
that if we live a life without fear, we allow
God’s light to pour through us, like His light
poured through STEPHANIE. We saw this light
in her bright smile and her catchy laugh; her
high-fives she always liked to give when she
made a witty comment; and the nicknames
she gave us, as Congressman MEEK said, |
was the “white son.” We felt this light in her
passion for justice and her warmth for human-
ity. Her life teaches us that if we live with
courage and allow God’s light to shine, we
can travel farther and higher than we ever
dreamed; that we can achieve the seemingly
unachievable; and that we can break glass
ceilings and overcome barriers with grace and
joy. Whether it's Mervin, or Barbara, or her
staff, or Members of Congress, or Senators, or
presidential candidates, STEPHANIE’'s death
gives us what she gave us so many times in
life—our marching orders: To live a fearless
life. To let our light shine. To bring joy and
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hope. To lift people. To dance. The daughter
of Cleveland’s life mission. And the credo she
asks us to live by is reflected in the short
poem called, “I Am One.”

I am only one,

But I am one.

I cannot do everything,

But I can do something.

And that which I can do,

I ought to do.

And that which I ought to do,

By the grace of God, I shall do.

We love you, STEPHANIE.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE REPUBLIC
OF GEORGIA ENHANCED TRADE
ASSISTANCE, ECONOMIC RECOV-
ERY, AND RECONSTRUCTION ACT
OF 2008

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2008

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
today | rise to introduce the Republic of Geor-
gia Enhanced Trade Assistance, Economic
Recovery, and Reconstruction Act of 2008.
This bill will provide urgently needed economic
and reconstruction assistance to the people of
Georgia following Russia’s invasion of that
sovereign and independent country last
month.

Madam Speaker, the war between Russia
and Georgia resulted in the displacement of
tens of thousands of men, women, and chil-
dren from the conflict zone in South Ossetia
and elsewhere in Georgia. There is credible
evidence that at least some villages were hit
because they were populated by ethnic Geor-
gians. As we know, people can’t work when
they have nowhere to live and their basic
needs are not being met. Additionally, the
Russians clearly targeted critical components
of Georgia’s economic infrastructure for de-
struction, resulting in the disruption of domes-
tic and regional commerce.

The dire circumstances in the aftermath of
the invasion require timely action by the
United States and the international community.

As Chairman of the Commission on Security
and Cooperation, the body charged by Con-
gress with monitoring human rights throughout
Europe and beyond, | am deeply concerned
over developments in and around Georgia, a
country | have visited on numerous occasions,
most recently in January. It pains me that
there is a need for the kind of legislation | am
introducing today—an urgent measure to aid
one OSCE country—Georgia—which is recov-
ering from devastating damage done to its
people, economy, infrastructure, and environ-
ment by another OSCE country—Russia.

The Helsinki principles were meant to pre-
clude such armed conflict between partici-
pating states. Among them were the commit-
ments to refrain from the threat of or use of
force to resolve conflicts; and respect for the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of other
states. In invading Georgia, Russia has vio-
lated these OSCE commitments and | am sad-
dened to be compelled to condemn Russia’s
conduct.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-15T02:43:18-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




