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active and vibrant city that it is today. | wish
them well in continuing to enrich the lives of
their neighbors and in maintaining a beautiful
and prosperous community for the 100, 200,
300 years to come.

In closing, | wish the City of Forest Park a
Happy 100th Birthday. As the U.S. Represent-
ative to the 13th District of Georgia, | honor
the City of Forest Park, its leaders, and its in-
habitants for reaching this milestone and look
forward to the continuation of its proud legacy.

TRIBUTE TO SHANNON GOOD
HON. DIANA DeGETTE

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2008

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize the accomplishments and distin-
guished public service of Shannon Good, my
Legislative Director and former Deputy Chief
of Staff. Shannon is a trusted advisor and
friend. It saddens me to announce that she is
leaving my office to pursue her own endeav-
ors. Her tenure has been defined not only by
a standard of professionalism that distin-
guishes exceptional legislative directors, but
by a deep and abiding commitment to fair-
ness, high ethical standards and the best in-
terests of the 1st Congressional District of Col-
orado and this Nation.

Shannon is a Denver native and graduated
from East High School and later graduated
from Smith College in Northampton, Massa-
chusetts. Shannon has been active in politics
for years, volunteering on various local and
national campaigns, including mine. Prior to
joining my staff, she worked in the Wash-
ington, DC office of Governmental Relations
for Salomon Brothers where she tracked legis-
lation for Wall Street analysts.

Effective and committed legislative staff is
essential to democratic governance. Few peo-
ple recognize the magnitude and consequence
of their contributions—- particularly of those in-
trepid staff members who actually manage the
legislative work we do. Shannon’s keen intel-
lect, judgment and common sense have been
invaluable to me in dealing not only with the
issues all of us face, but in guiding my legisla-
tive agenda for the past nine years. She has
contributed in no small measure to much of
the legislation that best serves this Nation. Her
work on legislation protecting our Nation’s
safety net hospitals, simplifying the enroliment
process and expanding presumptive eligibility
for children in Medicaid, expanding energy ef-
ficiency requirements to improve our Nation’s
energy policy, expanding FDA and USDA au-
thority to ensure food safety and her invalu-
able work on the “Stem Cell Research En-
hancement Act” are but a few of her most
noteworthy contributions. Shannon has been
my point person for moving significant national
legislation through committee and the House.
Numerous other staff members from many of-
fices have come to rely upon her for informa-
tion and guidance on a variety of issues.
Shannon is one of the staff experts in the
House on women’s reproductive health. Any
time an issue related to reproductive health
has arisen, whether in major legislation or bur-
ied in a motion to recommit or an amendment,
many in Washington have sought out Shan-
non’s counsel. Furthermore, Shannon Good
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has excelled in recognizing and cultivating the
talents and skills of my legislative team, both
past and present, and she commands their re-
spect and admiration. My District Office staff
admire not only her exceptional capabilities,
but her directness and understanding of the
issues and challenges local offices face.

Shannon is a valued member of my staff
and her competence, discernment and meas-
ure will be greatly missed. She has been an
abiding source of wisdom and prudent coun-
sel. She has done the people’s work without
pretension and burnished a reputation for de-
cency and professionalism. Shannon is a pub-
lic servant in the finest sense and her con-
tributions are rich in consequence. My office
and indeed, the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, are losing a valued resource and
friend. Please join me in commending Shan-
non Good, a distinguished public servant and
legislative professional. Her character, leader-
ship and dedication have done much to build
a better future for all of us.

———

A TRIBUTE HONORING THE
McLEOD-SANDSTROM WEDDING

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2008

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to extend my best wishes to two
young Americans who are starting their new
life together this weekend. On Saturday, Au-
gust 2, 2008, Allison Claire McLeod and Na-
thaniel Lee Sandstrom will be joined in matri-
mony surrounded by their loving family and
friends at Preston Hall in Baltimore, Maryland.

Allie and Nate, as their family and friends
call them, currently live in Baltimore but were
both born in the Midwest. In fact, they de-
scribe themselves as, “A balanced combina-
tion of Midwestern salt-of-the-earth values and
Columbia, MD-born neighborliness . . .”

Allie was born in Cleveland, Ohio on May
23, 1980. Her mother, Karen Jean McLeod, is
a retired elementary school teacher’s assistant
for the Columbia School District in Maryland,
and her father, Robert John McLeod, is a me-
teorologist for the National Weather Service.
When Allie was three years old, her father’s
work transferred the McLeod family to Colum-
bia, MD. The family would relocate to Boise,
Idaho for several years before eventually re-
turning to Columbia. Back in Maryland, Allie
attended Wilde Lake High School. At Wilde
Lake, Allie participated on the school’s
volleyball and lacrosse teams and was active
in Students for a Better World. After high
school Allie went on to study at Towson Uni-
versity in Maryland.

Nate was born in Appleton, Wisconsin on
July 12, 1979. His mother, Vicki Lynn Kessler,
is a minister at St. Paul United Church of
Christ in Denver, lowa, and his father, Kent
Lee Sandstrom, is a professor at the Univer-
sity of Northern lowa (UNI). Nate’s family relo-
cated to Waterloo, lowa when his father began
working at UNI. Nate attended Cedar Falls
High School and was active in baseball, band
and the school newspaper. He attended lowa
State University and UNI and then moved to
Maryland to complete his studies at Towson
University.

It was at Towson University where the fu-
ture bride and groom eventually met. The two
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young students belonged to the same circle of
college friends, and after an initial period as
good friends, the couple started dating. Their
relationship blossomed and Allie and Nate be-
came a couple. When Nate enrolled in grad-
uate school at the University of lllinois Urbana
Champaign, the couple both relocated to the
Midwest. After two years in lllinois, the couple
returned to Maryland in 2006 and set up home
in Baltimore.

The couple enjoys spending time with family
and friends, camping, and cheering on the
Washington Redskins, among other activities.
They were engaged on May 23, 2007, and the
newlywed couple will make their home in the
Federal Hill neighborhood of Baltimore. Their
many friends say Allie and Nate are very well
suited for each other, and their families al-
ready consider each of them a member of the
family.

Allie and Nate will be joined in their wedding
celebration in Baltimore’s historic neighbor-
hood of Mount Vernon by guests from across
town and across the country. Family and
friends are traveling from California, lllinois,
lowa, Wisconsin, New York, and South Caro-
lina among other states. Special participants in
the wedding ceremony will be Katharine Eliza-
beth McLeod, the bride’s maid of honor; Philip
Sandstrom, the groom’s best man; and the
other members of the wedding party: Tracey
Bounds, Becca Dougherty, Kelly Neale, Lind-
say Thomasson, Mark Goldman, Andrew
McLeod, Patrick Newstrom, and Matt Schaffer.
When they take their wedding vows, Allie and
Nate will have the added honor of having
Nate’s mother, the Reverend Kessler, perform
the ceremony.

Madam Speaker, | offer my best wishes to
the MclLeod and Sandstrom families, their
friends and guests for a very happy and mem-
orable celebration. To Allie and Nate, | offer
the sentiment and gifts which George Bailey
offered the Martini family as they moved into
their new home in the classic film, It's a Won-
derful Life, “Bread! That their house may
never know hunger. Salt! That life may always
have flavor. And wine! That joy and prosperity
may reign forever.” Lastly, | wish that through-
out their wonderful life together, Allie and Nate
will always have an abundance of what St.
Paul wrote of in his letter to the Corinthians,
“faith, hope, and love; and the greatest of
these is love.”

——————

THANKING THE SKENTARIS FAM-
ILY FOR THEIR SERVICE TO THE
HOUSE

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2008

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to say farewell to the Skentaris Family,
the operators of the food service in the Ford
House Office Building, and to thank them for
their fifteen years of outstanding service to the
United States House of Representatives.

Jordan Skentaris, the patriarch of the family
business, came to the United States through
Ellis Island from Greece on April 17, 1955.
Jordan began his food service career in New
York City and eventually settled in Fayetteville,
North Carolina, where his family operated res-
taurants for 30 years. In January 1993, Jor-
dan, his lovely wife Soula, and their wonderful
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children—daughter Artemis and son Chris-
topher—began their service to the House in
the Ford House Office Building. Their unwav-
ering commitment to serve the needs of every
customer to the fullest extent possible no mat-
ter who they are—and regardless of their polit-
ical affiliation—has endeared them to Mem-
bers, House staff, Capitol Police and visitors.
This was particularly evident as the Skentaris
family made sure their customers and employ-
ees were taken care of during 9/11 and an-
thrax. Since the Ford Building was closed for
weeks following the anthrax attack, this was
no easy task, but they persevered and found
a way to keep continuity of service without
missing a beat to the customers and commu-
nity they so value.

Many times we hear people say that Capitol
Hill is a family. | would like to say that the
Skentaris family has not only been part of the
Capitol Hill family, they have become my fam-
ily. Many of the customers who pass through
the cafeteria daily are greeted by name. Jor-
dan, Soula, Artemis and Christopher can be
proud of the level of service they provide to
their customers each and every day.

On behalf of the entire House community,
we bid a fond farewell to the Skentaris family
and extend our deepest appreciation for their
dedication and outstanding contributions to the
U.S. House of Representatives. We wish them
much success in their future endeavor at the
Voice of America where |, my staff and hun-
dreds of others will follow them—not only for
their delicious food, but for the warmth and
considerate service they provide to all who
enter. They will be sincerely missed.

———

THE DAILY 45: A HERO DIES TO
SAVE OTHERS AS A GUNMAN EN-
TERS A CHURCH

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2008

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, the Depart-
ment of Justice tells us that, everyday, 45
people, on average, are fatally shot in the U.S.
Last weekend, the nation’s attention was riv-
eted by the shocking act of a gunman who felt
comfortable walking into a church, on Sunday,
and opening fire. This incident, at the Ten-
nessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church,
was especially horrific because of the loss of
life—two, to date—as well as the long-term
scars it will leave on the children who were
participating in a choral presentation for their
families and friends.

As sometimes happens in these incidents,
there was a hero involved who martyred him-
self to protect others. Such was the case, this
time, as church members told police that 60-
year-old Greg McKendry, without blinking an
eye, saw what was happening and, literally,
placed his body in the line of fire. | extend a
heartfelt prayer to the church community, Mr.
McKendry’s family and the other victims
whose sense of peace was violated.

Americans of conscience must come to-
gether to stop the senseless death of “The
Daily 45.” When will we say “enough is
enough, stop the killing!”
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IN HONOR OF CELEBRATING THE
SERVICE OF MR. GREGORY M.
DIAMOND

HON. DIANA DeGETTE

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2008

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to Gregory M. Diamond, a
dear friend and colleague who had served for
over 10 distinguished years as my District Di-
rector in the First Congressional District of
Colorado.

Greg grew up in Denver as the son of
Greek and Canadian immigrants. Both of his
parents worked extremely hard to establish
themselves in the United States instilling with-
in Greg a tireless work ethic, an acumen for
equality, an exceptional attention to detail, and
a sharp mind for finance, politics, and sym-
pathy for the human condition.

Greg’s leadership abilities shined through
early when he was elected Head Boy at Den-
ver East High School. Greg moved on to at-
tend the University of Denver earning a Bach-
elor of Arts in Political Economy during the tur-
bulent 1960’s. This era of frustration with the
Vietnam War and society’s status quo inspired
Greg to become involved in the University’s
anti-war and civil rights movements,
imbedding a desire for social justice and fair-
ness and the pursuit of public policies to ben-
efit all people throughout his working life.

Greg earned a Masters of Science in Judi-
cial Administration at the University of Denver
College of Law and worked for a few years in
the Wayne County Court System in Detroit,
Michigan.

When his father became ill, Greg returned
to Colorado to work in the family restaurant in
the Cherry Creek neighborhood of Denver. In
1988, Greg became greatly inspired by the
presidential campaign of Michael Dukakis and
joined the Colorado Coordinated Campaign. In
addition to sharing Greek heritage with Gov-
ernor Dukakis, Greg admired his practical yet
inclusive style of governing and fiscal policies.

Dukakis’ loss was a disappointing blow for
Greg, but he had caught the political bug. He
moved on to manage a U.S. Senate primary,
and worked in senior capacities on various
other presidential, congressional, state, local
and referenda campaigns, including the bond
election to build Denver International Airport,
where he met his future wife Faye, to whom
he has been married for 16 years.

In 1991, Greg began his career in public
policy, serving in former Governor Roy
Romer’s cabinet in the Office of Energy Con-
servation, then four years as the Deputy State
Treasurer under former Colorado State Treas-
urer Gail Schoettler. He finished up his years
in the Governors Office of Economic Develop-
ment as a Science and Technology Advisor.

Greg is unique individual and a tower in
Denver and Colorado politics in a District with
a multitude of strong political personalities. In
a city defined by a history of rough-and-tumble
politics and a varied electorate, with their own
political desires, Greg has managed to fly
above the fray gaining the respect, admiration,
and trust of the diverse constituencies of the
First Congressional District.

Greg has the enviable ability to actively lis-
ten to constituents concerns and to frame their
arguments and the political realities in ways
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only a seasoned political mind and public pol-
icy analyst could. Greg will long be remem-
bered for his extensive briefings and memos
for District meetings which were exhaustively
researched and supplied with extensive sup-
porting materials. In any meeting | attended
with Greg, | was confident | was well briefed
and any issue or argument would be at my fin-
gertips. Greg is also an eloquent writer, pen-
ning many of our offices tributes and speech-
es.

There is also no doubt Greg was extremely
popular in Colorado politics and in the broader
Denver community. Any meeting or reception
| would attend with Greg, constituents, busi-
ness, and political leaders would joke with
Greg and regale me bout some past shared
experience. Greg would always return the
favor with his hearty infectious laughter filling
the room.

Greg is fondly regarded by his District Office
staff, many of whom he hired. The high reten-
tion rate in my District Office is a great tribute
to Greg who treated his employees with re-
spect, compassion, and a sense of humor
which often kept the staff on their toes. Greg
related well to young and older employee
alike, always interested in what everyone had
to say, encouraging staff for good deeds done,
but also willing to guide staffers back in line
when they went astray.

Greg leaves my office in the height of his
career, rising with me as a first term Rep-
resentative to the Dean of the Colorado Con-
gressional Delegation. | am deeply indebted to
him for his service, guidance, and enduring
commitment to the residents of the First Con-
gressional District of Colorado.

At the end of the day, there is one main
reason we come to serve in this body: to help
the people we represent and to improve their
communities and livelihoods to the best of our
abilities. It is with the assistance of such ex-
ceptional staff members as Greg Diamond that
we are able to achieve these goals. There are
thousands of Coloradans and residents of
Denver, Englewood, Sheridan, and Cherry
Hills Village whose lives have been touched
by Greg’s dedication and service.

| ask you and our colleagues to join me as
| thank Greg for his 10 years of service to the
First District, express my gratitude for his long
friendship and congratulate him as he enters
a new phase of his public service.

TRIBUTE TO SAMUEL SNOW

HON. CORRINE BROWN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 31, 2008

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to pay honor and tribute
to the memory of Samuel Snow, of Leesburg,
Florida.

In 1944, Samuel Snow was among a group
of black American soldiers involved in the larg-
est and longest U.S. Army court martial of
World War II.

Mr. Snow, then a 19-year-old Army private,
and 42 other black troops were tried at Fort
Lawton in Seattle for the death of an ltalian
Army prisoner of war. All 43 were accused of
rioting, while three of the Gls were charged
with first degree murder. Mr. Snow was one of
two men still alive to tell the story.
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