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how to improve the program. Joan was an ac-
tive member of the OuRx coalition, which links
low income seniors with prescription drug dis-
count plans. Furthermore, she never wavered
in the fight to preserve the integrity of the So-
cial Security program.

At the State Capitol, Joan became someone
who was known in the corridors of power. She
served on many policymaking groups, includ-
ing the Olmstead Advisory Committee. The
Committee was in charge of implementing the
landmark 1999 U.S. Supreme Court
“Olmstead Decision” which requires States to
take steps to avoid the unnecessary institu-
tionalization of seniors and people with disabil-
ities. From advocating for an accessible and
affordable health care system to ensuring
Medicare is responsive to our Nation’s seniors
needs, Joan always stood up for what is right.

Madam Speaker, as Joan Lee’s husband
Arnie Godmintz, her children John, David and
Cleo and her friends gather to honor her won-
derful legacy and countless contributions, | am
honored to pay tribute to her. | ask all my col-
leagues to pause and join me in paying re-
spect to an extraordinary loving woman, Joan
Lee.

————

IN HONOR OF THE DEPLOYMENT
OF THE WASHINGTON ARMY NA-
TIONAL GUARD 161ST INFANTRY
BATTALION, 81ST BRIGADE COM-
BAT TEAM

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2008

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to join with the citizens
of the Fifth Congressional District, State of
Washington in recognition of the 161st Infantry
Battalion, 81st Brigade Combat Team, Wash-
ington Army National Guard as it prepares for
its second one-year tour of duty in Irag since
its mobilization in 2003. Soldiers of the 81st
Brigade Combat Team will be responsible for
convoy security and force protection missions
throughout Irag, where they previously de-
ployed in 2004 and 2005.

From its inception, the mission of the Na-
tional Guard has been the defense of our Na-
tion’s borders. However, since the terrorist at-
tacks of September 11, 2001 the defense of
our borders has become an “away game” as
our military has taken the fight to the enemy.
No less involved has been the Army National
Guard.

The Chief of the National Guard Bureau,
Army Lieutenant General H. Steven Blum re-
ported that at one point in the war on terror,
National Guard members made up almost half
of the ground forces in Iraq and since 9/11,
more than 400,000 Guardsmen have been
mobilized in support of operations Iraqgi Free-
dom and Enduring Freedom.

Every aspect of a military mission is critical
to its success and each one of these Guards-
men has committed time for pre-deployment
training, leaving family and business behind to
prepare themselves for a mission of historic
and global significance.

We are grateful to these citizen soldiers and
we thank them for their selfless-service in
peacetime and war, here in this Nation and
throughout the world. Their simple love of
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country and dedication to liberty compels them
to serve this great nation and so today we rec-
ognize their commitment, sacrifice and cour-
age in their willingness to protect and defend
our Nation in the Global War on Terrorism.

We are also grateful for the sacrifice of fam-
ily members who also pay a price for freedom.
We may never be able to adequately thank
our soldiers and their families but we must al-
ways support them. It is with a deep sense of
pride, Madam Speaker, | invite my colleagues
to join me in thanking the members of the
161st Infantry Battalion, 81st Brigade Combat
Team for their service.

———

HOUSE REPUBLICANS INTRODUCE
ENERGY LEGISLATION

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2008

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, last week House Republicans intro-
duced the American Energy Act—an all-of-the-
above approach to reduce energy prices for
hard-working Americans and their families.

Our Nation is increasingly dependent on for-
eign oil. This endangers our economy and our
national security. The billions we send over-
seas to buy foreign oil should be spent invest-
ing in American-made energy by exploring for
our own resources in an environmentally
sound way.

We also need to expand our research into
alternative, renewable energy sources like bio-
mass, hydrogen, wind, solar, and nuclear
power while encouraging American consumers
to conserve. Our bill does all of this.

| urge the House Democrat leadership to
join with us before adjournment to promote an
American energy program. The American peo-
ple deserve this opportunity to have their
voices heard.

In conclusion, God bless our troops, and we
will never forget September 11th.

MR. ALVIN G. RANDOLPH
HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2008

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, today | am
proud to honor the life of Mr. Alvin G. Ran-
dolph who passed away June 23, 2008. Mr.
Randolph was a businessperson, a fine father,
and served his community. He also played a
role in desegregating the Lamar State College
of Technology in 1956, giving a countless
number of youth an equal opportunity for edu-
cation no matter their race.

Alvin was born in Orange, Texas, as the
third of eleven children. He graduated from
high school in 1943 and enrolled in Prairie
View College shortly afterwards, where he
worked as a repair person for room and
board. He put his education on hold to serve
his country when he was drafted into World
War Il as an officer candidate. After his serv-
ice to his country, he returned home and at-
tended Jefferson Junior College where he
earned his real estate broker’s license.

At the same time, there was a tremendous
social revolution happening in the United
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States. In 1954, the U.S. Supreme Court de-
cided the landmark case Brown vs. Board of
Education, naming separate educational facili-
ties inherently unequal and setting the stage
for integration and the Civil Rights Movement.
This opened the doors to schools and univer-
sities across the nation but there was still a
segment of the population that was set on
keeping them closed.

As African-American students walked up to
the doors of their new universities, they were
often greeted with protests and picket lines
and Lamar State College of Technology was
no different. Nevertheless, Alvin and 25 other
black students enrolled and were accepted to
Lamar's campus of 5,455 students. They bat-
tled the almost riotous conditions and paved
the way to an equal education for a student of
any race.

Randolph earned his business degree in
1958 and went on to study property law at
Texas Southern University. He worked as a
real estate broker, homebuilder, and life insur-
ance underwriter. With his wife Jerodine, they
had five children. He was active in both the
Northside and Eleventh Street Churches of
Christ and served on the Board of Directors at
the L.L. Melton YMCA. He passed away at the
age of 80.

On behalf of the Second Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas, | honor Mr. Alvin Randolph for
his courage in the face of tremendous adver-
sity. He helped make our world a better place
to live, and | applaud his unwavering service
and dedication to the community. Alvin Ran-
dolph is a true American hero.

HONORING MIKE RAMBO
HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2008

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Michael Dean Rambo of
Colleyville, Texas. Michael was an outstanding
husband, father, and Scout Master for Troop
28. He educated and guided the youth of his
community for a number of years. Michael
was always looking for the opportunity to give
back to the community in which he lived. He
loved his family and friends and they loved
him.

Michael was a remarkable friend, neighbor,
and public servant with infinite talents and gifts
which he shared with all who had the honor to
know him. He was an expert in ornithology,
astronomy, computer architecture, math, and
photography.

Michael always had a childlike wonder and
awe of the world around him, an insatiable
thirst for knowledge, and a relentless desire
for understanding. He was constantly observ-
ing everything that the world had to offer. His
example and enthusiasm made those around
him want to learn more, to do more, and be
more.

Michael was always up for a challenge and
was always willing to lend a hand. He volun-
teered on the Longhorn Council for over fif-
teen years. He was the Cubmaster for Pack
254 before taking the lead roll for Troop 28.
Michael was the guiding light for Troop 28 for
twelve years, and under Rambo’s leadership,
Troop 28 earned Colleyville’s first Service
Award. Michael once said, “When | took over
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the Scoutmaster role, | felt | was taking re-
sponsibility for a living breathing organism.

Among Michael's many other accomplish-
ments, he earned Eagle Scout honors at the
age of thirteen. He earned a Select Student in
Science and Math Degree from Stephen F.
Austin  State University in Nacogdoches,
Texas. He went on to earn a master’'s degree
in Computer Engineering at the University of
Texas at Arlington in Arlington, Texas. Michael
was also a three time recipient of The Presi-
dents Volunteer Service Award (2005, 2006,
2007), winner of the 2006 McKesson Corpora-
tion Neil Harlan community service award.

His favorite people were his sons, Charles
Patrick Rambo and Aaron Michael Rambo,
and his wife, Mary Margaret Jameson Rambo.
Michael loved to visit the Grand Canyon
where he hiked, rafted, and photographed its
splendor on multiple occasions. His greatest
desire was to travel in space. On May 31,
2008, a photograph of Michael was carried in
the flight book of mission specialist Ronald J.
Garan aboard the space shuttle Discovery on
mission STS-124.

Michael Rambo selflessly served the com-
munity, loved his family and friends, and en-
joyed life to the fullest. He was a role model
of superior citizenship who made a tremen-
dous impact on countless lives.

——————

TRIBUTE TO DETECTIVE GARY
EDENHOFER

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2008

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, | am
pleased today to honor the accomplishments
of Detective Gary Edenhofer of the
Cheektowaga Police Department.

Detective Edenhofer began his law enforce-
ment career as a patrol officer on the midnight
shift. He is now retiring as a detective after 31
years with the force.

Throughout his career Gary has worked on
several high-profile cases including robberies
and homicides. The Western New York com-
munity is greatly appreciative for the increased
security Detective Edenhofer has offered
them.

Gary Edenhofer leaves behind a great leg-
acy, as his career is marked by several high-
lights. In 1989 he was recognized by the Town
Board for arresting suspects who had burglar-
ized a gun store. He also received com-
mendations in 2005 for his work investigating
the abduction of a man left locked in a car
trunk.

Madam Speaker, | thank you for this oppor-
tunity to honor Detective Edenhofer’s career
with the Cheektowaga Police Department, and
| ask you to join me in wishing him the best
of luck in his future endeavors.

FLIGHT 458

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, July 30, 2008

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, flying the friend-
ly skies seems to be increasingly out of reach
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for most travelers. |, like many other Ameri-
cans, am a frequent flyer and have been fortu-
nate enough to have always arrived at my
destination safely. Because of the quick action
of pilots Captain David Skidmore, 1st Officer
Michael Nelson Jr. and the crew of Conti-
nental flight 458 on July 22, 2008 this state-
ment still holds true. Captain David Skidmore,
has worked for Continental Airlines for seven
years and recently completed his Captain’s
training in December of 2007. 1st Officer Mi-
chael Nelson Jr. has been with Continental
since May 2008.

When our plane suddenly lost altitude and
cabin pressure on Tuesday afternoon, the pi-
lots regained control of the aircraft without
hesitation. As |, along with the 117 other peo-
ple, including 6 other members of Congress,
aboard the D.C.-bound flight from Houston, TX
put on our oxygen masks we imagined the
possibilities. While the plane took a steep dis-
sent at rapid speed, Captain David Skidmore
and 1st Officer Michael Nelson Jr. remained
calm under the pressure.

Although faced with a possibly dire situation,
the pilots were able to safely make an emer-
gency landing in New Orleans. We landed
with the fire trucks lining the runway-just like
in the movies. From the time when our flight
began experiencing difficulties to when we
were on the ground 20 minutes later, the pilots
and crew flawlessly executed their emergency
procedures. Continental Airlines made travel
arrangements for all 117 passengers and put
us on three different flights to D.C. We arrived
in Washington about six hours later. The
members of Congress did miss votes how-
ever. Ironically, one bill was to upgrade avia-
tion safety. The bill passed unanimously with-
out the missing seven members of Congress.
No doubt, if present | would have voted yes
on this bill H.R. 6493.

The pilot’s combined experience, along with
the flight crew’s quick action, is truly com-
mendable. | am fortunate, as a passenger, to
have been in the care of such capable pilot’s
as Captain David Skidmore, and 1st Officer
Michael Nelson Jr.

And that’s just the way it is.

HONORING THE REVITALIZATION
OF YOUNGSVILLE (ROY) ORGANI-
ZATION

HON. PHIL ENGLISH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2008

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, today | rise to recognize the Revital-
ization of Youngsville (ROY) organization and
their extraordinary efforts to promote energy
conservation in Warren County, Pennsylvania.

In response to the rising food and energy
costs, the members of ROY started an innova-
tive project in their community called “Night
Out/Lights Out.” Starting June 1st, members
have been asking residents to turn off all of
their lights, televisions, computers and other
electrical appliances from 7 to 9 p.m. every
Sunday during the summer in an effort to cut
electric costs and promote awareness of rising
electric and fuel prices. The secondary pur-
pose of the event is to encourage residents to
go outside and socialize with their neighbors.

This simple, yet innovative solution to the
looming energy crisis is a great example of
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how every American can do his or her part to
conserve energy. In addition to helping local
citizens reduce their energy consumption, this
program has revived a deep sense of commu-
nity among the residents of Youngsville.

Madam Speaker, | hope my colleagues will
join me in congratulating the members of ROY
on their successes thus far and encourage
them to continue their efforts to promote en-
ergy conservation and awareness.

———————

THE BENEFITS OF PHYSICAL AND
HEALTH EDUCATION FOR OUR
NATION’S CHILDREN

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2008

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | would
like to thank Chairman MILLER for his contin-
ued commitment to comprehensive education
and ensuring that all children have access to
the resources that will help them become
healthy and productive adults. | would also like
to thank my friends Congressman RON KIND
and Congressman ZACH WAMP for their per-
sistence in encouraging healthier lifestyles and
choices for our nation’s youth.

The problem of childhood obesity is well-
documented, and we are all familiar with the
statistics: 32 percent of the nation’s children
are overweight, 16 percent are obese, and the
Department of Health and Human Services
estimates that the figure will exceed 20 per-
cent by 2010. “Adult onset” diabetes has be-
come a misnomer: incidence of type Il has
doubled in youth. As computers, cell phones,
video game systems, and other types of tech-
nology become more prevalent in America’s
homes, children are redefining ‘“recreation”
away from physical activity and toward sed-
entary activities.

Responses to this epidemic abound, and
they need to be supported and enhanced.
Youth need more regular physical activity, par-
ents must make healthier decisions regarding
family diet, exposure to technology must be
monitored and regulated, and nutrition edu-
cation must be a component of elementary
and middle school curricula.

At the same time, however, | believe if we
are to combat this problem effectively we must
also understand and address the causes of
the problem. One of the causes that particu-
larly distresses me, and one that receives rel-
atively little attention, is the aggressive and
predatory marketing of food and beverages to
children and adolescents.

In 2006 the Institute of Medicine reported
that it is estimated that more than $10 billion
annually is spent marketing food and bev-
erages to youth; the vast majority of that
money is spent marketing items with marginal
or no nutritive value. Do they get a bang for
the buck? Food and beverage sales to chil-
dren and youth exceed $27 billion annually.
They wouldn’t do it if it didn’t work.

While television remains the most popular
medium for marketing, food and beverage
companies have been industrious, to say the
least, in creating new means to market their
products and create branding opportunities.
Product placement in movies, video games,
music videos, and even news broadcasts en-
sure exposure to brands and products despite
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