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Force initiative. It will enable the Army to meet
the greater training throughput requirement
that will result from the increased size of the
Army. All existing adequate facilities are being
fully utilized to support current operations as
well as Army Modularity and Global Defense
Posture Realignment (GDPR) initiatives. If this
project is not provided, there will not be suffi-
cient adequate dining facilities to support the
training requirement as a result of the Grow
the Force initiative. All physical security meas-
ures and antiterrorism protection measures
are included. The Deputy Assistant Secretary
of the Army (Installations and Housing) cer-
tifies that this project has been considered for
joint use potential. Full budget documentation
is a part of the President's Fiscal Year 2009
Department of Defense budget request.

EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. TODD TIAHRT

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 29, 2008

Mr. TIAHRT. Madam Speaker, | submit the
following:

H.R. 6599, the Military Construction and
Veterans Affairs Appropriations Act; 2009,
contains $6,800,000 for MXG Consolidation
and Forward Logistic Center, Phase 2 in the
Air Force, Military Construction account.

This project is for McConnell Air Force Base
located at 57837 Coffeyville St., Kansas,
67221.

The funds will help complete phase two of
the Maintenance Group (MXG) Consolidation
and Forward Logistics Center that will stream-
line many different facilities into one mainte-
nance facility, resulting in improved military
operations and saving taxpayer dollars by re-
ducing operations and maintenance spending.

No matching funds are required for this mili-
tary construction project.

———

TRIBUTE TO FATHER PAUL
TIPTON

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 29, 2008

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, on May
25, my friend, Father Paul Tipton, passed
away. He was an incredible man with an irrev-
erent sense of humor who accomplished great
things.

| first met Father Tipton in 1989. He was the
President of the Association of Jesuit Colleges
and Universities and | was a staffer for Con-
gressman Joe Moakley (D—-MA). On Novem-
ber 16th of that year, six Jesuit priests, their
housekeeper and her daughter were murdered
by members of the U.S.-backed Salvadoran
Armed Forces. A cover-up ensued and there
was a strong sense that the truth would never
be known.

Father Tipton organized the Jesuit commu-
nity in the United States—including all the Jes-
uit college and university Presidents—to put
pressure on the U.S. and Salvadoran govern-
ments and demand truth and justice in this
tragic case. He worked closely with Congress-
man Moakley, who headed a special task
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force that was established to investigate these
crimes. His no-nonsense style and his tough
talk earned him the nickname “Father John
Wayne.” He wouldn’t give up—and ultimately
he helped find the truth.

Father Tipton dedicated his life to helping
people and making the world a better place. In
addition to his work in El Salvador, he was a
champion for education and making sure that
everyone who wanted an education could af-
ford to get one. He was a great man and a
great friend. | miss him.

Madam Speaker, | would like to ask unani-
mous consent to insert Father Tipton’s obit-
uary, which appeared in the Washington Post
on Sunday, June 1, 2008, into the RECORD.

[From the Washington Post, June 1, 2008]
PAUL TIPTON; EXPOSED JESUIT DEATHS IN EL

SALVADOR
(By Patricia Sullivan)

Paul Smallwood Tipton, 69, who, while
president of the Association of Jesuit Col-
leges and Universities helped expose the as-
sassination of six Catholic priests, their
their housekeeper and her daughter by the
Salvadoran army, died of cancer May 25 at
Georgetown University Hospital. He lived in
the District and Lusby.

Rev. Tipton had just started at the asso-
ciation when he received a call telling him
that the sole witness to the Nov. 16, 1989,
murders of six Jesuits and two women at
Central American University in San Sal-
vador was detained and interrogated by Sal-
vadoran officials, the U.S. State Department
and the FBI. He flew from Washington to
Miami and took custody of Luisa Cerna, the
housekeeper and her husband.

He became active in the case, writing let-
ters that accused the U.S. ambassador of at-
tempting to discredit her.

“The reason we Jesuits in the United
States are very angry is that the mistreat-
ment of the Cernas effectively has neutral-
ized the only witness who has come forward,
and it means probably no other witness will
come forward,” he told the New York Times
at the time. ‘“This particular institution is a
voice for peace and justice, and pursuing the
people who pulled the triggers is a very per-
sonal matter for us.”

Rev. Tipton later made several trips to El
Salvador with U.S. Rep. Joe Moakley, the
Massachusetts Democrat who led the con-
gressional task force investigating the
killings. The revelations led to a cut in U.S.
foreign aid to the Salvadoran government,
resolution of the country’s civil war and
election of a new government.

Rev. Tipton was born in Birmingham Ala.,
and began studying to be a Jesuit priest in
1958. He attended the University of Virginia
and graduated from Spring Hill College in
Mobile, Ala. He taught at an El Paso high
school, while attending graduate school at
the University of Texas at El Paso.

In 1968, he joined the staff of U.S. Rep.
Richard C. White (D-Tex.) and did further
graduate work in theological studies at
Woodstock College in Maryland, Union Theo-
logical Seminary in New York and Catholic
University. He was ordained a Jesuit priest
in 1971 in New Orleans.

The following year, he was named the
president of Spring Hill College, where he
worked for 17 years. While there, he and a
crew of students raced a 40 foot sloop, ‘‘Holy
Smoke,” in a 180-mile overnight trip in the
Gulf of Mexico in 1983. Halfway through the
race, an intense storm with near-hurricane
strength winds generated 20-foot waves. Rev.
Tipton and his crew headed home but almost
a third of the 29 boats had major problems.
The Coast Guard responded to three Mayday
calls and one sailor drowned.
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Rev. Tipton, who was chairman of the off-
shore committee of the Gulf Yachting Asso-
ciation, which had sponsored the race, found
two of the missing crews the next day on a
barrier island according to a contempora-
neous article in the New York Times.

He worked at the association of Jesuit Col-
leges and Universities in Washington from
1989 until 1996, overseeing the legislative ac-
tivities of the 28 Jesuit postsecondary
schools in the United States.

When Georgetown Visitation Preparatory
School caught fire July 8, 1993, Rev. Tipton
helped lead nuns out of their monastery into
the courtyard, then joined other priests in
rescuing priceless vestments, chalices, and
paintings. With a friend, Davis Feickert, he
removed a massive 1821 painting of Jesus,
Mary and Martha in prayer, donated to the
Sisters of Visitation by Charles X of France.

By 1996, when he became president of Jack-
sonville University in Florida, Rev. Tipton
had left the Jesuits and become a diocesan
priest. He returned to Washington in 2000,
working as a counselor to the secretary of
labor. In 2001, he started the Provident Con-
sulting Group to provide services to non-
profit and faith-based organizations a group
he ran until his death.

In 2003, he became president of St. Mary’s
Ryken High School, a Catholic college pre-
paratory school in Leonardtown, where for
the next two years he developed a long-range
financial plan, recrafted the misson state-
ment and increased annual giving by 100 per-
cent.

He was a member of numerous education
and civic boards.

He had no immediate family survivors.

——
H.R. 6340, ‘“‘CHARLES L. BRIEANT,
JR. FEDERAL BUILDING AND

UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE”

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 29, 2008

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H.R. 6340, a bill to des-
ignate the Federal building and United States
courthouse in White Plains, New York, as the
“Charles L. Brieant, Jr. Federal Building and
United States Courthouse”. | commend the
gentlewoman from New York, Ms. LOWEY, for
her steadfast actions to ensure that this bipar-
tisan bill received timely consideration.

Judge Brieant was an eminent jurist who re-
cently died at the age of 85. He maintained a
full docket until he moved to senior status in
2007. Judge Charles Brieant, Jr. was born in
1923 in Ossining, New York, and served in his
hometown during his entire professional ca-
reer. He graduated from Columbia University
and Columbia Law School.

He began his public service practicing in
White Plains, New York, while serving as
water commissioner for the town of Ossining,
New York. Judge Brieant was elected
Ossining town justice in 1952 before serving
as village attorney for Briarcliff Manor, New
York.

From 1960 through 1963, he served as
town supervisor for Ossining. He also served
in the New York legislature in 1970 and 1971.
In 1971, President Richard M. Nixon nomi-
nated Judge Brieant to serve on the District
Court for the Southern District of New York.
He served as Chief Judge for the Southern
District of New York from 1986 to 1993. Last
year, Judge Brieant took senior status.
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During his distinguished career, Judge
Brieant received many awards and honors in-
cluding the Servant of Justice Award from the
Guild of St. Ives in 1998 and the Edward
Weinfeld Award for Distinguished Contribu-
tions to the Administration of Justice in 2006.

During his lengthy career, Judge Brieant
rendered many important decisions, including
the Texaco bankruptcy case, and the decision
to overturn New York’s primary system, de-
claring it “unconstitutionally discriminating” by
diluting the voting strength of minority voters.
He was known as a strong independent think-
er, a true gentleman, and a mentor to young
lawyers.

It is both fitting and proper to honor Judge
Brieant’s distinguished public career with this
designation. | urge my colleagues to join me
in supporting H.R. 6340.

———

HOUSING AND ECONOMIC
RECOVERY ACT OF 2008

SPEECH OF

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 23, 2008

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, the foreclosure cri-
sis is hurting communities all across the Na-
tion and my district has been especially im-
pacted: In San Bernardino County, 11,817 no-
tices of default were recorded in the first quar-
ter, 130 percent more than a year earlier.

Everyone pays when there are foreclosures.
Crime increases, home values decline,
schools are affected, and cities run deficits
which impacts revenues for local police, fire,
and social services.

Last Wednesday, | came to the floor in sup-
port of a legislative package that would stimu-
late our Nation’s struggling economy and help
prevent foreclosures. The House passed the
American Housing Rescue and Foreclosure
Prevention Act of 2008 with bipartisan support
on that same day and the Senate approved it
last Saturday, sending the bill straight to the
President for his signature.

| am particularly pleased that the final pack-
age included an important housing counseling
provision which | offered with support from
Reps. MAHONEY from Florida and MCCARTHY
from New York. This provision directs the
Neighborhood Reinvestment Corporation to
give greater consideration to counseling agen-
cies that have a demonstrated track record in
working with servicers and that provide in-per-
son contact and in-person [face-to-face] hous-
ing counseling to borrowers in trouble when
awarding their grants. It evolved out of the
growing concern that despite all of the media
attention given to the foreclosure crisis, as
well as the creation of the HOPE Now Alli-
ance, many homeowners were still not receiv-
ing assistance they needed to avoid entering
foreclosure. According to a Freddie Mac study,
56 percent of homeowners don’t even know
free counseling exists. Also, counselors across
the country have reported delays and chal-
lenges connecting with telephone counseling.
Counselors that receive referrals from hotlines
often have to start fresh with the client, and
language minorities report having difficulty
reaching a live counselor.

Whenever possible, in-person foreclosure
counseling is preferable over telephone coun-
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seling alone. In fact, one-on-one counseling is
shown preference in the HUD Housing Coun-
seling Program—one that has demonstrated
€Nnormous success.

Of course, the intention of this provision is
not to exclude any struggling family. If tele-
phone counseling is the only means of support
available, the family should absolutely have
access to it. The intention is to promote first
the most effective and efficient services to
families, then ensure a back up is in place.
Telephone counseling should augment and
supplement in-person counseling when it is
unavailable or work is overflowing. Not the
other way around.

The intent of the effort which | have de-
scribed is to make housing counseling dollars
as effective as possible and to reach as many
borrowers in trouble as possible. Providing in-
person outreach to homeowners in trouble and
in-person housing counseling is more effective
than just sending a default notification in the
mail. Having someone individually reach out to
these borrowers to work through their options
to avoid foreclosure by analyzing their specific
situation, including their loan document, is a
necessary line of prevention and defense.

My amendment simply directs some of the
counseling funding in the American Housing
Rescue and Foreclosure Prevention Act (H.R.
3221) to organizations that already promote
this proven method.

It is our hope that the lenders, servicers,
and federally regulated and federally chartered
institutions like the GSEs and HUD would also
do everything possible to include in-person
outreach and in-person counseling in their ef-
forts, including working with organizations that
have the demonstrated capacity to reach out
to homeowners needing assistance. Increas-
ing this type of outreach and assistance is es-
pecially critical in non-judicial foreclosure
states where notice of default and foreclosure
is limited.

We also hope the language in this bill will
help level the playing field to ensure organiza-
tions with established servicer partnerships
and the demonstrated experience and capac-
ity to offer more in-depth service through in-
person counseling and outreach can receive
grant funding so that they have the resources
they need to assist those hard-to-reach bor-
rowers.

This is good public policy and good busi-
ness because it will increase loan modifica-
tions and decrease foreclosures and thereby
minimize the adverse impact on local commu-
nities. It will also strengthen relationships be-
tween counseling agencies, servicers, and
lenders to enhance outreach out to borrowers
who are behind in their payments. More im-
portantly, it will help keep struggling families in
their homes.

Mr. Speaker, | am also pleased that the
American Housing Rescue and Foreclosure
Prevention Act contains another provision |
authored in my bill, H.R. 4019, the Mortgage
Disclosure Improvement Act and | want to
thank Senator REeD (RI) the author of the
companion bill, for his leadership in shep-
herding this provision in the Senate. This pro-
vision will ensure that consumers are provided
with timely and meaningful disclosures in con-
nection with not just home purchases but also
for loans that refinance a home or provide a
home equity line of credit. It requires that
mortgage disclosures be provided within 3
days of application and no later than 7 days
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before closing. This should allow borrowers to
shop for another mortgage if they are not sat-
isfied with the terms. If the terms of the loan
change, the consumer must be notified 3 days
before closing of the changed terms.

If consumers apply for adjustable rate or
variable rate payment loans, there will now be
an explicit warning on the 1-page Truth in
Lending Act form that the payments will
change depending on the interest rate and an
estimate of how those payments will change
under the terms of the contract based on the
current interest rate. The bill also provides a
new disclosure that informs borrowers of the
maximum monthly payments possible under
their loan.

The bill provides the right to waive the early
disclosure requirements if the consumer has a
bona fide financial emergency that requires
they close the loan quickly and increases the
range of statutory damages for TILA violations
from the current $200 to $2,000 to a range of
$400 to $4,000.

Finally, it requires lenders to include a state-
ment that the consumer is not obligated to
purchase the mortgage loan just because they
received the disclosures. This will give con-
sumers the opportunity to truly shop around
for the best mortgage terms for the first time
ever. They will be able to compare the pay-
ments and costs associated with a certain
loan product and decide not to sign on the
dotted line if they do not like the basic terms
of the loan.

This will help prevent foreclosures in the fu-
ture especially given the fact that many con-
sumers facing foreclosure on their homes who
have adjustable rate mortgages never under-
stood how their loan products worked or how
high their payments would be once their loans
reset.

EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. TOM FEENEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 29, 2008

Mr. FEENEY. Madam Speaker, pursuant to
the Republican Leadership standards on ear-
marks, | am submitting the following informa-
tion for publication in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD regarding earmarks | received as part
of H.R. 6599, the FY 09 Military Construction
and Veterans Affairs Appropriations bill:

| sent the attached letter to the Appropria-
tions committee members on February 4,
2008 asking for complete funding for the vet-
erans hospital being built in Orlando, FL.

The funds for the new medical facility in Or-
lando, FL come from the Major Construction
account under Veterans Affairs. The United
States Department of Veterans Affairs, 810
Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC
20420, will be receiving the funds. The
$220,000,000 will be used toward construc-
tion, site preparation, installation of utilities,
roads, and an energy plant.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 4, 2008.
Hon. ROGER WICKER,
Rayburn House Office Building,
Washington, DC.

DEAR RANKING MEMBER WICKER: I am writ-
ing to request that Congress include full
funding for the completion of the VA hos-
pital to be located in Orlando, Florida. The
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