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IN HONOR OF THE SINAI SCHOOLS
AND ITS STRONG COMMUNITY
OF PUBLIC SERVANTS

HON. SCOTT GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 7, 2008

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to the
SINAI Schools, which provide a fulfilling envi-
ronment for meeting the unique educational
needs of children and young adults with learn-
ing and developmental disabilities.

Since 1982, the SINAI Schools have pro-
vided both Judaic and secular studies for indi-
viduals with a wide variety of special needs.
Their elementary schools, high schools, and
adult programs have earned praise from local
leaders, parents, educators, and students
alike. They are the only Jewish day school ac-
credited by the Middle States Association of
Colleges and Schools. The SINAI Schools
tend to more than just the education of their
students, they also care for their psychological
and emotional well-being.

SINAI Schools depends on a tremendous
cadre of active community leaders to maintain
the unparalleled excellence of their programs.
This weekend, at their annual benefit dinner,
they will honor eight of these supporters who
have dedicated so much of their time and en-
ergy to ensuring that all people receive the
quality education that they deserve: Moshe
and Arianne Weinberger, Teaneck, New Jer-
sey; Mendy and Nomi Schwartz, Teaneck,
New Jersey; Jason and Chani Teigman, En-
glewood, New Jersey; and Peter and Carol
Weissman, Fair Lawn, New Jersey.

All of these individuals have demonstrated
not only a strong commitment to education,
but as active participants in their congrega-
tions and community groups like their local lit-
tle leagues and volunteer ambulance corps
they have also demonstrated real dedication
to their heritage and their community as well.
Such commitment is the backbone of our soci-
ety, and | join the families of the SINAI
Schools in commending these individuals this
weekend.

———

COMMEMORATING THE HERITAGE
OF DENTON, TEXAS

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 7, 2008

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate the dedication of Paula
Blincoe  Collins’ mural titled “Historic
Quakertown.” This dedication will celebrate
Black History in the City of Denton.

The artwork is the first commissioned public
art project for The City of Denton’s Public Art
Committee and will be dedicated on February
11, 2008.

Artist Paula Collins consulted with the de-
scendants of the original Quakertown to select
a wide assortment of images that represented
life in this community. Collins then depicted
these images on the brick mural.

Paula Collins is well known for her skills in
brick sculpture. Among her many creations are
two previously completed projects for City fa-
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cilities, the “Woman of Justice” installed in
1994 and two entrance monuments erected in
Denton at the Pecan Creek Waste Manage-
ment facility in 2000.

| am honored to serve a talented individual
like Paula Blincoe Collins in the 26th district of
Texas and | know that her artwork will both
beautify the community and highlight the his-
tory of Denton for years to come.

————

CONGRATULATING THE 2007 WEST
VIRGINIA GIRLS SOCCER STATE
CHAMPIONS

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 7, 2008

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate the 2007 West Virginia Girls
Soccer State Champions, the Jefferson Coun-
ty Lady Cougars, who hail from West Vir-
ginia’s second congressional district.

The 2007 West Virginia State Tournament
took place in Beckley on November 3, 2007.
The Lady Cougars played defending cham-
pion, Parkersburg High School in the final
game of the tournament.

Coach Harold “Dunnie” Bach led the ladies
to victory winning overall 18-1-3 season. The
Lady Cougars made Jefferson County history,
as the first soccer team in the county to win
a state championship.

Madam Speaker, it gives me great pride to
acknowledge the Lady Cougars as the 2007
West Virginia Girls Soccer State Champions.
Again, congratulations to these talented young
women.

————

HONORING THE UNI-CAPITOL
WASHINGTON INTERNSHIP PRO-
GRAM

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 7, 2008

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, for dec-
ades the United States has looked towards
Australia as one of our closest of cultural, eco-
nomic and security partners. This is true not
just between the two governments but among
Americans and Australians who have crossed
the Pacific to visit with or work with each
other. | am pleased to rise today to recognize
the Uni-Capitol Washington Internship Pro-
gram, which annually delivers some of Aus-
tralia’s best and brightest university students
to a bipartisan and bicameral array of con-
gressional offices for two-month internships.

This is the first year that | have been privi-
leged to participate in the Uni-Capitol Wash-
ington Internship Program. A student emissary
to my office, Anthony Bremner, has added
first-hand value to our understanding of global
issues and perspectives as seen from Aus-
tralia. Anthony, who visits us from the Univer-
sity of Queensland, is a text-book example of
the high caliber of this program. Over the past
two months, he has applied his volunteer ex-
periences from the constituency office of Aus-
tralia’s newly elected Prime Minister, Kevin
Rudd, to my office. During this time, Anthony
has attended committee briefings, drafted con-
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stituent correspondence, and assisted my staff
with research. His Australian accent frequently
sparked conversations with my constituents in-
terested to learn where he was from and to
share their international experiences with him.
This international exchange has demonstrated
that through sharing our American and eastern
Connecticut values and experiences we foster
greater understanding and appreciation of the
United States.

Anthony is not alone in this effort. This year,
a record 13 students from all across Australia
were matched with as many congressional of-
fices. They were drawn from seven Australian
universities in four different states and the
Australian Capital Territory. Far from a solely
academic exercise, the Uni-Capitol program is
a practical investment in our global commu-
nity, given the diverse array of congressional
participants and an equally diverse array of
student interests ranging from law to com-
merce, from the environment to communica-
tions, from international affairs to American
studies.

Including this current group, 81 Australian
students will have interned in Washington
since the program’s inception nine years ago.
For launching and directing this effort here in
Washington, much credit is due to its founder
Eric Federing. Eric is a former senior House
and Senate Congressional staffer who has
worked to bridge the wide geographic distance
between the U.S. and Australia through his ef-
forts at the Uni-Capitol Washington Internship
Program.

Madam Speaker, | would encourage all of
my colleagues to seek connections with mem-
bers of our global community. Similarly, |
would encourage American university students
to seek established and creative ways to con-
nect with their counterparts around the globe.
On this note, | ask my colleagues to join with
me in recognizing the contributions of the Uni-
Capitol Internship Program and, again, thank
Anthony Bremner for his participation and hard
work.

———————

HONORING THE PRINCESS POCA-
HONTAS PAGEANT AND BALL
FESTIVAL

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 7, 2008

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the history behind the Princess
Pocahontas Pageant and Ball festival during
the 111th Washington Birthday Celebration in
Laredo, Texas.

The iconic figure of Princess Pocahontas
holds a special place in the heart of the festivi-
ties, and made its first appearance in the first
Washington Birthday Celebration, which was
hosted by the Improved Order of Red Men. In
1897, this fraternal organization created a
celebration around the birth of George Wash-
ington, and part of the initial festivities cen-
tered around an Indian ambush, but with a
twist. Princess Pocahontas rode into town and
rescued the city, as much as she did for Cap-
tain John Smith. This story represents the im-
portant link between Laredo and its connection
to the Native American community during the
Washington Birthday Celebration festivities.

Today, Princess Pocahontas is chosen from
the annual beauty festival, which introduces
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audiences to various aspects of Native Amer-
ican culture. Princess Pocahontas is accom-
panied by her court of Indian maidens and
chieftains during the festival, and they pay
homage to the Great Spirit with Native Amer-
ican rituals and dances. One quintessential
part of the Princess Pocahontas tradition is
that she rides on a horse, with the key to the
City of Laredo in her hand as a reminder of
the first ceremony in which she saved the citi-
zens of Laredo in the first Washington Birth-
day Celebration. This year, Princess Poca-
hontas will be portrayed by Ms. Liza Nicole
Gonzalez at the 111th Princess Pocahontas
Pageant and Ball on February 16, 2008.
Madam Speaker, | am honored to have had
this time to recognize the long history behind
the Princess Pocahontas Pageant and Ball.

———

HONORING ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA
SORORITY OF AMERICA

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 7, 2008

Mr. SERRANO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to the Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority of America on the occasion of its cen-
tennial anniversary in January, 2008. The
Alpha Kappa Alpha (AKA) Sorority is the first
African American sorority in America to reach
the milestone of 100 years, and represents the
first Greek-letter organization in this country
founded by, and for, African American college
women. The AKA motto is to “provide service
to all mankind.” Over the years, AKA mem-
bers have broken barriers and attained posi-
tions in American society of tremendous dis-
tinction. The AKA sisterhood prides itself on
achievement, sacrifice, and a strong belief in
the limitless potential of women of color. To-
gether, the AKA’s strive for the betterment not
only of themselves, but their families, their
neighborhoods, and the larger global commu-
nity.

From its founding in 1908, through 1921,
Alpha Kappa Alpha underwent a period of sig-
nificant growth. Chapters were first established
throughout the Northeast and Midwest, and
beginning in the mid 1920’s, AKA founded
new chapters in the Southeast. One of the
most remarkable aspects of the AKA sorority
is the history of its original nine founding
members. Born during the Reconstruction era,
and enrolling at Howard University at the turn
of the 20th century, the founding AKA women
embodied courage and soaring intellect. Dur-
ing a time in our nation’s history when African
Americans, and women especially, were
viewed as second class citizens, the original
AKA sisters coalesced around an affirmation
of their own dignity. They taught women of
color across the Nation that belief in one’s
self, in one’s potential, is the essential building
block upon which anything is possible. In a
dark chapter of our history, theirs was a mes-
sage of light—of hope, sacrifice and hard work
in the pursuit of self-determination.

This summer, more than 20,000 members
of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority will come
together on the campus of Washington, DC’s
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Howard University to honor this legacy. Sorors
from around the world will retrace the steps
taken by the founding members ten decades
ago in what is being called the “Walk Through
History.” Discussions and plenary sessions
will be convened, where together, members
will rededicate themselves to the founding
principles of the AKA tradition and chart a new
course for the next 100 years.

Madam Speaker, | am moved by the Alpha
Kappa Alpha’s prodigious historical narrative.
The redoubtable strength and prescient vision
of the founders paved the way for a sorority
which today claims more than 200,000 mem-
bers, 975 chapters, and a presence not only
in the United States, but also the Caribbean,
Canada, Germany, Korea, Japan, and the
continent of Africa. Their unifying mission re-
mains to serve others, while also challenging
themselves and their fellow sisters to reach
higher for the possible. On behalf of the nearly
3,000 members of the Alpha Kappa Alpha So-
rority who reside throughout the 16th Congres-
sional District of New York, and the sur-
rounding counties, as well as myself, | ask
that my colleagues join me in paying tribute to
this most storied American sisterhood.

———

EXTENDING PARITY IN APPLICA-
TION OF CERTAIN LIMITS TO
MENTAL HEALTH BENEFITS

SPEECH OF

HON. CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 6, 2008

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Madam Speaker, today |
stand in support of H.R. 4848, extension for 1
year, parity in the application of certain limits
to mental health benefits.

H.R. 4848 would amend the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974 (ERISA),
and the Public Health Service Act to extend
until December 31, 2008, mental health parity
provisions, which require group health plans to
treat equally mental health benefits and med-
ical and surgical benefits for purposes of life-
time limits or annual limits on benefits covered
by the plan.

Approximately two-thirds of individuals with
potentially diagnosable disorders do not seek
treatment. A majority of insured and uninsured
individuals suffering from untreated mental
health disorders mention cost as the primary
reason that they do not use or seek mental
health treatment. This is due in part to un-
equal health insurance coverage for mental
health services, which results in significant
cost-shifting from private insure to individuals.

As a former social worker, | personally know
untreated mental illness is associated with a
number of societal problems. Such as, higher
rates of unemployment, crime and increased
welfare cost.

Parity for mental health is needed because,
left on their own very few employers would
offer mental health benefits at a level that is
equal to medical and surgical benefits in their
group health plan.

Mental health is a serious issue facing many
Americans. The goal of H.R. 4848 is to make
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sure everyone gets effective quality treatment
for mental iliness. In order for that to happen,
mental illness needs to be treated just like
other surgical and medical treatments.

———

IN CELEBRATION OF THE 74TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE COLUMBUS
ALUMNAE CHAPTER OF DELTA
SIGMA THETA SORORITY, INC.

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 7, 2008

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Madam Speaker, |
rise today in honor of the 74th anniversary of
the Columbus, Ohio Alumnae Chapter of my
beloved sorority Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Incorporated. Chartered on May 20, 1934, the
Columbus Alumnae chapter was the 66th
chapter of the sorority. Additionally, Delta
Sigma Theta, a public service, non-profit orga-
nization, will celebrate 95 years of service, lo-
cally and globally, this year.

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. is a sorority
of predominantly Black college-educated
women founded here in Washington, DC at
Howard University in 1913. The major pro-
grams of our sorority revolve around our Five
Point Thrust of: economic development, edu-
cational development, international awareness
and involvement, physical and mental health,
and political awareness and involvement. With
over 250,000 members, Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority works to continue the vision of our 22
Founders.

This year, during their annual Founder’s
Day Luncheon, the Columbus Alumnae Chap-
ter highlight the many activities they have
been engaged in that have contributed to the
betterment of the Columbus area including
youth Read-Ins, Scholarships to High School
graduates, mentorship, and art and culture
programs. Additionally, they will recognize Afri-
can American women in the Columbus area
who have demonstrated a strong commitment
to the community during their annual Founders
Day Luncheon.

Therefore, | commend the Columbus Alum-
nae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Inc. for their commitment to the people of Co-
lumbus, Ohio and across this country. | join
with them in this celebration and thank them
for their enduring commitment to the sister-
hood, scholarship, and service of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, Inc.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. PAUL RYAN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 7, 2008

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Madam Speaker,
on rollcall No. 29, H. Res. 867, commending
the Houston Dynamos for winning the 2007
Major League Soccer Cup, | was absent due
to inclement weather grounding flights in Wis-
consin.

Had | been present, | would have voted
aye.”
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