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which will carry 5,400 passengers. This super-
sized cruise ship is twice the size of a Nimitz
class aircraft carrier.

During a typical 1-week voyage, a large
cruise ship (with 3,000 passengers and crew)
is estimated to generate 210,000 gallons of
sewage; 1 million gallons of graywater (waste-
water from sinks, showers, and laundries);
more than 130 gallons of hazardous wastes;
and 8 tons of solid waste. A large cruise ship
will also generate more than 25,000 gallons of
oily bilge water (oil and chemicals from engine
maintenance that collect in the bottom of ships
and are toxic to marine life).

We all know what happens when untreated
sewage is dumped through accident or failure:
It damages the environment. Beaches are
closed. Swimmers and surfers get sick from a
number of diseases. Americans have come to
expect that the sewage they create is regu-
lated and that cities will not dump untreated
sewage into the water. When sewage spills
occur, Americans expect that they will be
quickly informed and protected.

Isn’'t it reasonable to think that these ships
should be subject to the same wastewater
regulations as those governing municipalities
of comparable size? | think so. Is it our re-
sponsibility to enact the policies which will en-
sure that these floating cities do not cause
damage to our marine environment? With 75
percent of the passengers going through U.S.
ports, it is our duty.

While many cruise ship companies have en-
vironmental policies and agreements in place,
many are voluntary with no monitoring or en-
forcement provisions. Unfortunately, | am all
too familiar with the down-side to voluntary
agreements. In my district a cruise ship—
breaking its voluntary agreement—illegally dis-
charged 36,000 gallons of sewage into the
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary in
2002.

Simply put, voluntary agreements between
cruise lines and States are not enough to en-
sure protection of our oceans. The public de-
serves more than industry’s claims of environ-
mental performance. We need a Federal law
and we need it now. It's time we strengthen
the environmental regulations and in so doing,
bring these floating cities in line with current
pollution treatment standards. The Clean
Cruise Ship Act of 2008 is the answer.

The legislation that | am introducing today
has bipartisan support and is endorsed by
many local and national groups, plugs existing
loopholes in Federal laws, bans the dumping
of wastewater within 12 miles of shore, bans
the dumping of hazardous waste, sewage
sludge and incinerator ash in U.S. waters, re-
quires ships to treat their wastewater wherever
they operate, and authorizes broadened in-
spection and enforcement authority.

Several States including California, Alaska,
and Maine, have enacted legislation to better
regulate various cruise ship wastes—similar to
the legislation | am introducing today. In fact,
| am proud to report that California is leading
the country in protecting its coastal waters
from cruise ship pollution.

Now | would like to mention another way in
which ships may damage our coasts: aquatic
invasive species that slip into our lakes and
coastal waters in discharged ballast water.
Alien species that have escaped into U.S. wa-
ters are causing massive harm. We have to
do everything in our power to prevent new
invasive species from getting loose. With this
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in mind, many of us have been closely watch-
ing court cases surrounding the Environmental
Protection Agency’s responsibility for regu-
lating ballast water under the Clean Water Act.
That litigation may have implications for cruise
ship wastewater pollution.

| do not intend for this bill or these com-
ments to interfere with or undermine the provi-
sions of the Clean Water Act that deal with
discharges of pollution into the Nation’s wa-
ters. | have always supported and continue to
support the Clean Water Act. It will continue to
be an important tool that, in conjunction with
the Clean Cruise Ship Act, can significantly re-
duce wastewater pollution from cruise ships.

Passing the Clean Cruise Ship Act of 2008
is one of the ways to provide all States with
the kinds of ocean and coastal protections that
the people of California, Alaska, and Maine
benefit from. Enacting this bill will protect the
tourism industry by making sure that the
beaches and oceans, two of the attractions
that make California the most visited State in
our country, will be protected from cruise ship
pollution. Simply put, this legislation ensures
two things: (1) a sustainable future for our
oceans, and (2) a sustainable future for the
cruise and tourism industry.

This legislation promotes the public interest
for all Americans. The public expects and de-
serves clean water—both in our inland water-
ways and in our oceans. The Clean Cruise
Ship Act of 2008, through its discharge regula-
tions, will give the public what it deserves.

In closing, Madam Speaker, | urge all of my
colleagues to support this critically important
legislation.

TRIBUTE TO JERRY DWYER

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 9, 2008

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize and congratulate Jerry Dwyer of
Clear Lake, lowa, for earning the Federal
Aviation Administration Wright Brothers Master
Pilot award and the Charles Taylor Master
Mechanic award.

Jerry began flying at age 13 and earned his
student pilot rating at age 16, the same year
he became an apprentice aircraft and engine
mechanic. He has also obtained commercial
pilot and aircraft transport pilot certificates. At
the age of 77, Jerry remains a licensed pilot
and mechanic and is the president of Dwyer
Aircraft Sales Inc.

It is very uncommon for a pilot to receive
both awards in a lifetime, especially at the
same time. Jerry received the FAA awards at
the FAA ceremonies in Ames, lowa earlier this
year. The Wright Brothers Award recognizes
pilots who have practiced and promoted safe
flight for 50 consecutive years. The Taylor
award recognizes the lifetime accomplish-
ments of senior mechanics.

I know that my colleagues in the United
States Congress join me in commending Jerry
Dwyer for his leadership and dedication to
aviation safety. | consider it an honor to rep-
resent Jerry in Congress, and | wish him the
best in his future endeavors.
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IN HONOR OF THE ITALIAN
CULTURAL GARDEN

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 9, 2008

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, and col-
leagues, | rise today in honor and recognition
of the Italian Cultural Garden, within which the
beautiful and ancient notes of Italian Opera,
will be heard in the garden for the first time
since 1943.

The ltalian Cultural Garden was formally
opened on October 12, 1930, in honor of the
2,000th anniversary of the birth of the ltalian
poet, Virgil. Clevelander, business owner and
Italian American Philip Garbo led the effort to
create the garden. His expertise in the areas
of Renaissance art, along with his commitment
to keeping his Italian heritage vibrant in Cleve-
land, is reflected throughout the garden.

Visitors to the Italian Cultural Garden are
awestruck by the magnificent sandstone tow-
ers that mark the entrance. Once inside, ex-
quisite stone walkways and staircases wind
through landscapes that meander throughout
the two-level garden. On the lower level, a
stone wall fountain adds elegance to a reflec-
tive courtyard of circular stone. The fountain is
flanked on either side by the countenances
that highlight ltalian brilliance: Giotto, Michel-
angelo, Petrarca, Verdi, da Vinci and Marconi.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in celebration and recognition of the
Cleveland ltalian Cultural Garden. On Friday,
June 27, 2008, the ancient melodies of Italian
opera will once again rise above the falling
water, light, flora and stone in the Italian Cul-
tural Garden. The ancient art of opera cele-
brates the history of Italian culture—a culture
that covets and encourages artistic discovery;
a culture that understands the significance of
historical preservation; and a culture that con-
tinues to offer significant contributions to
Cleveland, to our country and to the world.

—

EXPRESSING SUPPORT OF THE
THURGOOD MARSHALL RESOLU-
TION

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 9, 2008

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to express my support of the Thurgood Mar-
shall Resolution that recognizes the 100th
birthday of Thurgood Marshall, introduced by
Congressman DONALD M. PAYNE.

Thurgood Marshall was one of the Amer-
ica’s most important leaders of the civil rights
revolution and architects of affirmative action.
Being born as a grandson of a slave in Balti-
more, MD, Marshall grew to become the Na-
tion’s first African-American Supreme Court
justice and a recognized fighter for equal
rights and integration. Marshall, who was re-
jected by the University of Maryland Law
School because of his race when he applied,
eventually earned his law degree from Howard
University. And again, when he was refused
the opportunity to practice law, he became the
lead attorney for the Legal Defense Fund of
the National Association for the Advancement
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of Colored People. Marshall firmly believed
that only through racial integration could
equality of opportunity be achieved for blacks
and whites in our society. Throughout his life
Thurgood Marshall worked to abolish the leg-
acy of slavery and eliminate the racist seg-
regation system. His most famous successful
legal case, Brown v. Board of Education, cre-
ated historic precedent and stopped the sepa-
ration of black and white children in public
school. The victories of his Supreme Court
cases led to enormous accomplishments for
the American people in the areas of housing,
education and voting.

In recognizing the 100th anniversary of
Thurgood Marshall’s birthday, we are not only
honoring his life and superior accomplish-
ments, but also continuing his noble mission.
This great man’s lifelong struggle to end racial
bias and discrimination is highly meaningful
and inspiring. Marshall fought for legal protec-
tion of children, women, elderly, homeless and
prisoners. His role in ending legally sanctioned
inequality and segregation which had created
an American apartheid was of critical impor-
tance and deserves the Nation’s recognition.

TRIBUTE TO RICHARD LOUDEN

HON. MARILYN N. MUSGRAVE

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 9, 2008

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to Richard Louden, a life-
long rancher, historian, and community serv-
ant.

Richard Louden was born in Branson, Colo-
rado, on September 2, 1920, to R.D. “Dick”
and Zita Louden. He graduated from Branson
High School and shortly after earned an asso-
ciate of arts degree from Trinidad Jr. College.
He then earned a bachelor's degree in jour-
nalism from the University of Colorado and the
University of Missouri.

When his country became involved in World
War |l, Louden served in the U.S. Signal
Corps and Air Force. After the war, he re-
turned to the family ranch and married Grace
Wakefield. The couple had one child, their son
Mack.

Richard’s interest in history and his love for
the high mesas and extensive prairies of his
native land led him to a continuing study of
southeastern Colorado. His articles on ranch-
ing and agriculture were published in the Ar-
kansas Valley Journal, the Chronicle-News,
Cattle Guard, and Colorado Magazine. In the
1950s, Richard joined the Colorado Archae-
ological Society, and went on to become its
president. He was fundamental to the estab-
lishment of the Louden-Henritze Archaeology
Museum, which bears his name. He also
served as president of the Trinidad Historical
Society, and as a founding member of the
A.R. Mitchell Museum of Western Art.

Mr. Louden was heavily involved in his
son’s school, and he served as president of
the school board for 16 years. His knowledge
and commitment to the community made him
a respected figure on both the State and local
level, resulting in his recognition with numer-
ous honors by the organizations he served or
impacted. These awards include the Colorado
Board of Community Colleges Achievement
and Service Award, the Chenoweth Award for
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Community Service, the Honored Alumni
Award at Trinidad St. Jr. College, Kiwanis Cit-
izen of the Year, and the Colorado Community
College and Occupational Educational Alumni
Hall of Fame.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor the
memory of Richard Louden, who led a life of
service to his family, his community, and to
this country.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, July 9, 2008

Mr. CARTER. Madam Speaker, on July 8,
2008, | was unable to be present for all rollcall
votes.

If present, | would have voted accordingly
on the following rollcall votes: Roll No. 471—
“aye,” Roll No. 472—"aye,” Roll No. 473—
“aye.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 9, 2008

Mr. JOHNSON of lllinois. Madam Speaker,
unfortunately last night, July 8, 2008, due to
my plane being delayed by over an hour and
a half due to mechanical issues, | was unable
to cast my votes on H.R. 3981, H.R. 1423,
and H.R. 4199.

Had | been present for rollcall No. 471, on
suspending the rules and passing H.R. 3981,
the Preserve America and Save America’s
Treasures Act, | would have voted “yea.”

Had | been present for rollcall No. 472, on
suspending the rules and passing H.R. 1423,
the Dorothy Buell Memorial Visitor Center
Lease Act, | would have voted “yea.”

Had | been present for rollcall No. 473, on
suspending the rules and passing H.R. 4199,
to amend the Dayton Aviation Heritage Pres-
ervation Act of 1992 to add sites to the Dayton
Aviation Heritage National Historical Park, |
would have voted “yea.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, July 9, 2008

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained from voting on July 8,
2008. Had | been present | would have voted
“yea” on the following rollcall votes: rollcall
471, rollcall 472, and rollcall 473.

———
EDITORIAL HAILS CARICOM CON-

FERENCE A SUCCESS BUT LEAD-
ERS NEED TO FOLLOW-UP

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 9, 2008

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to enter into the RECORD an editorial by Tony
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Best published on June 23, 2008 in the New
York Carib News, entitled: “Caribbean Com-
munity Conference in New York Had Its Suc-
cesses but Effective Follow-up Needed by
CARICOM States and Their Leaders.”

By all accounts, the Conference was a suc-
cess. With the Caribbean leaders leaving New
York having made powerful connections with
the financial community and the New York
Stock Exchange, one of the biggest successes
was New York City Comptroller Bill Thomp-
son’s announcement that New York City pen-
sion funds will soon be investing in the region.
There is also news of an expanded edu-
cational exchange and cooperative agree-
ments between Medgar Evers College and the
University of the West Indies.

Despite the high hopes that are a result of
the conference, there is some skepticism that
Caribbean leaders will hold up their end of the
bargain. “One thing is certain: any success
would depend on an efficient and well coordi-
nated follow-up, something the region itself
has failed to do on many occasions,” says
Tony Best, the New York Carib News editorial
writer. Now that the conference is over, the
ball lies in CARICOM’s court and it is up to
them to make sure that the relationships es-
tablished during the meetings lead to tangible
results in the Caribbean. | remain ready to do
whatever | am able to facilitate the full flow-
ering of the promising relationships that were
established at the conference.

————

TRIBUTE TO CHRISTY DEMARIS

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 9, 2008

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize a great achievement by Christy
DeMaris, a Girl Scout from Huxley, lowa.
Christy convinced customers to buy extra
boxes of Girl Scout cookies so she could send
the boxes to our troops in Iraq.

As Christy sold Girl Scout cookies to her
customers, she politely asked them if they
would be willing to purchase extra boxes to be
sent to troops in Iraq. She amassed 172
boxes to be sent to American troops. Christy’s
mother, Mandi, came up with the idea after
hearing of a Boy Scout who sent popcorn to
soldiers overseas. Christy was very excited
about the idea because her father, John,
works as a civilian computer systems adminis-
trator in Iraq, keeping the e-mail system work-
ing for American soldiers. So Christy put the
plan into action and made it a success.

Christy DeMaris is a shining example of the
generosity present in today’s youth and their
promise as tomorrow’s leaders. | am proud to
represent Christy and her parents John and
Mandi in the United States Congress. | know
that my colleagues join me in congratulating
Christy for her efforts to make brighter days
for our American soldiers and | wish her and
her family the best in their future endeavors.
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