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TRIBUTE TO PATRICIA
FROUNFELKER

HON. C. A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 25, 2008

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, |
rise before you today to honor Patricia
Frounfelker, recently nominated for the 2008
Service to America Call to Service Medal. Ms.
Frounfelker is being nominated for her studies
of potential hazards and risks associated with
U.S. combat vehicles. Ms. Frounfelker's re-
search on these hazards has led to safety im-
provements that are minimizing risks for our
Nation’s soldiers on the front line.

In her three years of government service
with the Army Research Laboratory at Aber-
deen Proving Grounds in Maryland, Patricia
Frounfelker has become a leading expert in
analyzing and characterizing the survivability
of U.S. Army soldiers to a wide variety of po-
tential risks. Most recently, she examined the
potential for reactive armor to cause collateral
injuries to troops who are near a tactical vehi-
cle that is under attack. Ms. Frounfelker devel-
oped a detailed test plan to characterize reac-
tive armor tiles being sent to Iraq for use on
the Abrams tank. She collected and analyzed
the data following each test and determined
the collateral injuries likely to be suffered by
dismounted U.S. troops within proximity to the
tank. Ms. Frounfelker conducted her analysis
using a novel methodology that she had pre-
viously developed to characterize the collateral
damage to dismounted troops within proximity
of the Stryker and Bradley vehicles. Her re-
sults identified areas of concern regarding
hazards from each version of reactive armor
and have led the Army to change how dis-
mounted troops operate around these vehi-
cles.

During the same period, Ms. Frounfelker
served as the lead assessor of crew casual-
ties for 25 U.S. Army developmental systems,
including 11 that were fielded in Iraq or Af-
ghanistan. These systems included three
variants of the Guided Multiple Launch Rocket
System (GMLRS) and several tactical wheeled
vehicles. She collected and analyzed fragment
data for every live-fire test of these systems,
and her assessments provided the data need-
ed to assess the lethality of U.S. munitions
and the survivability of combat vehicles.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join with me
today to honor Patricia Frounfelker in her
nomination for the 2008 Service to America
Call to Service Medal. Patricia Frounfelker's
efforts in this time of war have directly bene-
fited soldiers and Marines by identifying and
assessing potential injuries they might suffer in
or near U.S. combat vehicles. This has al-
lowed the Army to modify the vehicles or the
tactics, techniques and procedures before the
vehicles are fielded to better protect U.S. mili-
tary personnel. Her efforts have resulted in
better equipped, better protected warfighters,
who are better able to protect and defend our

Nation. It is with great pride that | congratulate
Patricia Frounfelker on her exemplary efforts
to increase safety for our armed forces over-
seas.

————————

TRIBUTE TO TECHNICAL
SERGEANT MICHAEL CMELIK

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 25, 2008

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize a Nashua, lowa native and TSgt
Michael P. Cmelik as a recipient of a Bronze
Star Medal for his heroic achievements during
combat operations in support of Operation
Iragi Freedom. The Bronze Star, the Depart-
ment of Defense’s fourth highest award given,
is awarded to individuals for bravery, heroism,
and meritorious service.

Technical Sergeant Cmelik earned the
Bronze Star as an elite member of the 15th
Expeditionary Air Support Operations Squad-
ron while operating in Kalsu, Iraq during his
third tour of duty in Irag. As stated by the mili-
tary in a press release related to his award,
“Sgt. Cmelik’s leadership and professionalism
ensured his Brigade Commander’s intent for
airpower was always met, and more often
than not, exceeded. His actions are in keeping
with the finest traditions of military service and
reflect distinct credit upon himself, this com-
mand, the United States Army and the United
States Air Force.”

Technical Sergeant Cmelik’s bravery goes
above and beyond what we are asked of as
citizens of this country, and his heroism and
hard work illustrates the compassion and pro-
fessionalism of America’s troops. | commend
TSgt Michael P. Cmelik’s courageousness and
service to our great Nation and consider it an
honor to represent Sergeant Cmelik and his
family in the United States Congress. | know
my colleagues join me in wishing him the best
in his future service to our country.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CREDIT
MANAGEMENT SOUTHWEST

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 25, 2008

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate the National Association
of Credit Management Southwest (NACMSW)
who will celebrate its 100th birthday on July
18, 2008.

Since its founding in 1908, NACMSW has
served as a primary learning, knowledge, and
information source for its members. They pro-
vide valuable education and research pro-
grams to address the ever changing and
growing needs of its members. NACMSW re-

mains a vocal advocate for business credit
and financial management professionals and
pushes for the highest ethical and professional
standards. | know NACMSW will continue to
be a valuable resource for the local commu-
nity and remain on the forefront of the credit
industry.

Madam Speaker, | ask my esteemed col-
leagues to join me in expressing our heartiest
birthday wishes to the National Association of
Credit Management Southwest.

JULY 4, 2008, NATURALIZATION
CEREMONY
HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, June 25, 2008

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pleasure and sincerity that | take this
time to congratulate the individuals who will
take their oath of citizenship on July 4, 2008.
In true patriotic fashion, on the day of our
great Nation’s celebration of independence, a
naturalization ceremony will take place, wel-
coming new citizens of the United States of
America. This memorable occasion, coordi-
nated by the Hammond Public Library and
presided over by Magistrate Judge Paul R.
Cherry, will be held at Harrison Park in Ham-
mond, Indiana.

America is a country founded by immi-
grants. From its beginning, settlers have come
from countries around the globe to the United
States in search of better lives for their fami-
lies. The upcoming oath ceremony will be a
shining example of what is so great about the
United States of America, that people from all
over the world can come together and unite as
members of a free, democratic nation. These
individuals realize the great things America
has to offer. They realize that nowhere else in
the world is the opportunity for success and a
better life available to them than here in Amer-
ica.

On July 4, 2008, the following people will
take their oath of citizenship in Hammond, In-
diana: Mindi Thi Bul, Lidia Quinonez, Claudia
Rodriguez, Maria de la Luz Godinez, Venkat
Santhosh Reddy Poddutur, Juanita Martinez,
Chu-Mei Peng, Pantelis George Baramantas,
Teresa Fernandez, Jose Cruz Alvarez Mar-
tinez, Iris Xiomara Sierra, Nada Jerkovic, Juan
Tellez Rangel, Sarp Kocak, Juana Ramirez de
Pantoja, Aurelio Jimenez, Michal Armatys,
Rosy Oliva Arreaga, Stevanda Vukicevic,
Tanuja Reddy Poddutur, Genoveva Atilano,
Lelis Estella Lizama, Arel Cherry, Dejan
Lukich, Silvia Vazquez, Monica Leticia
Dominguez, Rodolfo  Macias, Snezana
Krkobabic, Mario Gonzalez Salgado, Victor
Manuel Garcia Garcia, Maria Carmen Avina,
Cristina Varzoaba, Filiberto Corona, Ma
Melorie Villagracia Rodriguez, Hilda Gonzalez,
Gregorio Martinez Sanchez, Maria de Jesus
Alvarez, Orlando Jiminez Serna, Diana Lewis,
Jose Antonio Saldana, Ivanja Corak, Farida
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Begum, Elva Miriam Reyna, Fidelina
Rodriguez, Beatriz Anaya Vargas, Efren
Carranza, Arturo Cantero Paredes, Carlos

Nicolas Perez Aranda, Maria Stoneburner, and
Alma Della Rangel.

Though each individual has sought to be-
come a citizen of the United States for his or
her own reasons, be it for educational or occu-
pational opportunities or for the opportunity to
offer their families a better life, each is in-
spired by the fact that the United States of
America is, as Abraham Lincoln described it,
a country “. . . of the people, by the people,
and for the people.” They realize that the
United States is truly a free nation, and by
seeking American citizenship, they have made
the decision that they want to live in a place
where, as guaranteed by the First Amendment
of the Bill of Rights, they can practice what-
ever religion they choose to practice, speak
their minds without fear of punishment, and
assemble in peaceful protest should they
choose to do so.

On July 4, 2008, we will welcome these
newly naturalized citizens to enjoy the same
freedoms and liberties that all Americans take
pride in and cherish. They, too, will be Amer-
ican citizens, and they, too, will be guaranteed
the inalienable rights of Life, Liberty, and the
pursuit of Happiness. These individuals, rep-
resenting many nations throughout the world,
will be called upon to declare their allegiance
to the United States of America.

Madam Speaker, | ask you and my other
distinguished colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating these individuals, who will become
citizens of the United States of America on
July 4, 2008, the day of our Nation’s inde-
pendence. We, as a free and democratic na-
tion, congratulate them and welcome them.

———

HONORING MR. BLACKSTONE
DILWORTH

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 25, 2008

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Mr. Blackstone Dilworth in recognition
of his being named the 2008 Laredo Business
Person of the Year by the Laredo Chamber of
Commerce on June 26, 2008. This award rec-
ognizes his remarkable dedication to the city
of Laredo as a business entrepreneur.

McMullen County is where it all began for
Mr. Dilworth, where he was called upon to
oversee his family’s ranching, oil, and gas op-
erations in the mid 1970s. He managed over
50,000 acres spread over four south Texas
counties, and his land was often used for
commercial hunting operations. In 1983, Mr.
Dilworth went on to found Towers of Texas, a
communication tower leasing company. He fo-
cused his communication business on the dig-
ital cell phone tower market in the late 1990s,
enabling the construction of over 500 tower
sites across Oklahoma, Texas, Kansas, Mis-
sissippi, Louisiana, and Arkansas.

Along with the expansion of his tower busi-
ness, Mr. Dilworth planned and executed the
development of a family ranch in north Laredo.
The relatively new addition to Laredo has al-
ready created a solid reputation for itself,
boasting of industrial, commercial, and resi-
dential development. From the beginning of
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Mr. Dilworth’s ownership of the San Isidro
ranch, he has tried to develop a quality place
to live and work for Laredoans. Toward that
end, he donated over 120 acres of land for
Loop 20 as well as for the extension of
McPherson Road to connect to the Loop. In
the years following, the land for the United
Day School was donated by the Dilworth fam-
ily. The land for the fire station north of the
Loop on McPherson was also donated to the
city. Mr. Dilworth’s newest venture in the busi-
ness world is in the hospitality industry, with
addition of the new Best Western Motel on the
corner of Sandia Drive and Loop 20.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to have had
this time to recognize the hard work and dedi-
cation of Mr. Blackstone Dilworth to the city of
Laredo, to his wife, Frances, and to his family.
He is a truly deserving recipient of the 2008
Laredo Business Person of the Year by the
Laredo Chamber of Commerce.

HONORING DR. ALVIN R. LEONARD
HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 25, 2008

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the extraordinary life of Dr. Alvin R.
Leonard. We lost this kind spirit and commu-
nity leader on April 20, 2008. A remarkable
trailblazer and humanitarian, Dr. Leonard lived
a full and vibrant 90 years, during which he
transformed our community immeasurably. Al-
though his presence will be sorely missed,
there is no doubt that his legacy will continue
far into the future.

Dr. Alvin R. Leonard was a respected physi-
cian and community activist who used his tal-
ents and intelligence to serve those most in
need in our community. Nearly 40 years ago,
he helped found the Berkeley Free Clinic in
my congressional district. Dr. Leonard then
dedicated the remainder of his life to making
sure people were given the opportunity to
achieve and maintain good health. For Dr.
Leonard, this was especially important for
those who faced economic hardships or stren-
uous life circumstances.

During the 1950s and 1960s, Dr. Leonard
served as the director of public health for the
City of Berkeley, California. Dr. Leonard truly
fulfilled his role as a public servant, intro-
ducing initiatives which championed those
most in need regardless of the opposition or
skepticism he faced from contemporaries. An
example of his foresight is the seat-belt cam-
paign he launched to encourage people to buy
the safety devices and install them in their
cars—long before national legislation man-
dated that auto manufacturers build cars
equipped with them.

One of his greatest characteristics, noted by
his family and friends, was his sense of
humor. Dr. Leonard clearly knew the impor-
tance of love, camaraderie, community build-
ing, and maintaining a youthful spirit in the
pursuit of both health and social justice. Dur-
ing his tenure as public health director, Dr.
Leonard succeeded in persuading department
employees to run up and down the stairs for
exercise, convinced many to quit smoking,
and always urged people to take their health
both seriously and personally by giving up bad
habits and encouraging lifestyle changes.
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Dr. Alvin Leonard was an exceptionally vi-
brant and creative person whose accomplish-
ments spanned decades where he personally
impacted the lives of those around him. He
documented pesticide poisoning among farm
workers in the 1940s, created statewide pro-
grams to control high-blood pressure among
specific ethnic groups and examined the
health effects of electromagnetic fields. Per-
haps most notably, in 1969 Dr. Leonard
helped to establish the Berkeley Free Clinic.

Dr. Leonard was a pioneer and champion of
our most vulnerable community members. Al-
though the Greater Bay Area is one of the
most diverse and innovative regions in the Na-
tion, it also faces many challenges including
homelessness, poverty, and health inequities.
Dr. Leonard’s compassion for those less fortu-
nate motivated him to create a “street medi-
cine” clinic.

The Berkeley Free Clinic found a permanent
home in the Berkeley community, one of the
Nation’s epicenters for social justice advocacy.
The clinic services our neighbors who are in
the most dire economic need by providing
them with a right that should be universal—the
right to health care. Essential to Dr. Leonard’s
personal convictions and vision are the com-
passion and personal care shown to residents
of my district who seek assistance from the
clinic.

In its 40-year tenure, the clinic has served
thousands of people, and today it is a strong
pillar of hope for many in my district.

Although Dr. Leonard formally retired in
1984, he continued public health consulting
until his own health no longer permitted it dur-
ing this past year.

Dr. Leonard’s legacy will certainly live on
through the lives of all who were fortunate
enough to know him. His contributions to our
society were so great that his positive influ-
ence will continue on even through those who
were never able to meet him.

Today, California’s Ninth Congressional Dis-
trict salutes and honors Dr. Alvin R. Leonard.
We extend our deepest condolences to his
family, especially his wife of 65 years, Pearl,
and his daughters Barbara and Cathy. May his
soul rest in peace.

————

A TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF
RICHARD DARMANIAN

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 25, 2008

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the life of Richard Darmanian of
Fresno, California, who recently passed away
at 81 years of age. He leaves behind his best
friend and loving wife of 59 years, Armon, six
children, and several grandchildren.

Mr. Darmanian was born on November 21,
1926, in Sacramento, California, but was
raised in the Central Valley. As a youngster,
he lived on a farm where his passion for farm-
ing came to life.

Upon graduation from Caruthers High
School he attended Fresno State College and
earned his B.A. degree in history and a mas-
ter’s degree in guidance and counseling.

Upon graduating from Fresno State in 1952,
Mr. Darmanian began his teaching career at
Roosevelt High School, where he taught math-
ematics, history and government. Mr.
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