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in social work from Hunter College, and a doc-
torate in social welfare policy from Columbia 
University. 

She leaves with a trail of notable achieve-
ments to her name and legacy, and she is 
well-poised, prepared, and positioned for her 
next endeavor. 
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FISA AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 20, 2008 

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
support of 6304, Foreign Intelligence Surveil-
lance Amendments Act of 2008. 

This bill gives the intelligence community 
the tools it needs to keep America safe from 
terrorists, and at the same time protects the 
constitutional rights of all Americans. The 
FISA Amendments Act is a balanced bill that 
is tough on terrorists while also protecting the 
rights of Americans and increasing oversight 
of U.S. intelligence activities. H.R. 6304 allows 
the intelligence community to conduct foreign 
electronic surveillance for the purpose of de-
fending against terrorism and national security 
without the need for individual court orders. 

But in situations where these investigations 
would involve surveillance of American citi-
zens, the Courts will have the oversight to re-
view and approve the surveillance to ensure 
constitutional rights are upheld. We must re-
member that the United States has enemies 
abroad who wish to do us harm. 

Under this bill, Americans will have stronger 
protections of their constitutional freedoms 
than the current foreign surveillance policy al-
lows, and at the same time, the intelligence 
needed to protect our country will not be com-
promised. The legislation protects American 
civil liberties and upholds constitutional values 
by clarifying that FISA and Title III of the crimi-
nal code are the exclusive means by which 
the government may conduct surveillance on 
U.S. soil. This will prevent any President from 
using executive power to conduct warrantless 
domestic surveillance. 

The legislation also clarifies that to conduct 
surveillance of a person in the United States, 
the government must first obtain an individual 
warrant from the FISA Court based on prob-
able cause. H.R. 6304 ensures compliance 
measures, but not automatic immunity, for pri-
vate-sector companies that allegedly partici-
pated in anti-terrorism surveillance programs. 
Federal district courts will be allowed to deter-
mine whether substantial evidence supports 
civil liability protection for companies which as-
sisted in post-9/11 activities. 

The bill also ensures liability protections for 
companies which provide lawful assistance to 
the government in the future. This is good leg-
islation that reaches the necessary balance 
between keeping the American people safe 
and protecting our civil rights. 

We will have greater oversight of our na-
tion’s surveillance programs, while at the 
same time encouraging greater compliance 
with our private sector partners in the ultimate 
goal of keeping America and her people se-
cure. Please vote in support of H.R. 6304. 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF CAPTAIN EVELYN 
DECKER 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 23, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and to pay tribute to one of 
America’s heroes, Captain Evelyn Decker. 
Captain Decker recently passed away on Fri-
day, April 25, 2008, at the Northport Veterans 
Medical Center in Northport, New York. Cap-
tain Decker was one of the first African Amer-
ican nurses accepted to serve in the armed 
forces’ Army Nurse Corps during the Korean 
War. She served with distinction for 13 years, 
in World War II and the Korean War, receiving 
the following medals and citation: American 
Campaign Medal; National Defense Medal; 
Korean Service Medal with 2 Bronze Service 
Stars; United Nations Service Medal; World 
War II Victory Medal; Army of Occupation 
Medal with Japan and Germany clasp; Service 
Lapel Button WWII; and Republic of Korea 
Presidential Unit Citation. 

Specifically, Captain Evelyn Decker be-
longed to the 38th Parallel Medical Society of 
Korea, and served as a nurse in the 8055 
MASH unit. Nurses were on the front lines fac-
ing danger day and night, and Captain Decker 
was no exception, having been stationed on 
the front lines for months longer than normal 
tours of duty called for. During this time, she 
helped to save many lives and provided incal-
culable comfort to countless American sol-
diers. In addition, she did this as an African 
American woman serving in a segregated mili-
tary. I know from my Korean War service that 
nurses valiantly went into harm’s way in order 
to provide medical care for wounded American 
soldiers. 

Aware that her war duty had compromised 
her health, making it impossible for her to 
serve to the standards she wished, Captain 
Decker left the army. It was many years be-
fore she would receive a 100 percent service- 
connected disability rating for lung disease 
caused by her tour of duty in Korea. Further-
more, it would take a full 50 years after her 
leaving the service before Captain Decker, at 
the age of 92, would finally be presented with 
her captain’s bars and the several medals to 
which she was entitled. 

During all this time, Captain Decker contin-
ued to participate in military-related activities, 
up to and including the current events sur-
rounding the commemoration of the Women in 
Military Service for America Memorial. Though 
frail and wheelchair-bound in recent years, 
Captain Decker felt it was important to stay in-
volved and ensure that young people under-
stood the contributions and sacrifices made by 
so many of all races and genders for our 
country. 

f 

CALALLEN HIGH SCHOOL 
WILDCATS BASEBALL TEAM 

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 23, 2008 

Mr. ORTIZ. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Calallen High School Wild-

cats for winning the 2008 Texas State 4A 
Baseball Championship. 

The Wildcats’ title marked their third of this 
decade. Calallen culminated their impressive 
run with a win over the Waxahachie Indians 
11–1, a margin so large that the game ended 
in the fifth inning due to a ten run mercy rule. 
Catcher Patrick Frasier was named MVP, after 
going two for three with four RBI and two 
runs. 

This win, however, represents the efforts of 
the entire team, which was made up of Matt 
Garza, Derek Hagy, Aaron Alaniz, Logan 
Verrett, Jeramie Marek, Bryden McClure, Brett 
Bell, Jake Huddleston, Kris Guerrero, Dustin 
Vaughan, Hunter Whetsel, Skyler Hoelscher, 
Patrick Frasier, Dustin Marrou, Travis Neslony, 
Will Reynolds, Tyler Denman, Roland 
Resendez, Jordan John, Dillon Denman, Chad 
Vanaman, Parker Dorsey, Collin Simpson, 
Adam Hoelscher, Richard Montemayor, Nick 
Ginn, Rick Salazar, and Robert Zastryzny, as 
well as Head Coach Steve Chapman and As-
sistant Coaches Joe Luis Lopez and Rudy Sa-
linas. 

I extend my heartfelt congratulations to 
Coach Chapman and the team, as well as the 
parents, teachers, and student boosters who 
worked so hard to propel their team to a his-
toric season. 

I especially want to congratulate the seniors 
on their graduation and best wishes on their 
future plans. 

Playing for a high school team is always a 
rewarding experience—one that provides en-
during lessons in teamwork and responsibility. 
These student athletes will carry the lessons 
they learned, both on the diamond and in the 
classroom, for the rest of their lives. 

f 

H.R. 3403, THE NEW AND EMERG-
ING TECHNOLOGIES 911 IM-
PROVEMENT ACT OF 2008 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 23, 2008 

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 3403, the New and Emerging 
Technologies 911 Improvement Act of 2008. 

This legislation ensures that consumers 
using Voice over Internet Protocol technology, 
or VoIP, can make full use of the 911 system 
in two important ways. First, the legislation ex-
tends the same liability protections afforded to 
wireline and wireless carriers, public safety, 
and end users to VoIP service. This parity in 
liability protections will encourage service pro-
viders, public safety, and end users to con-
tinue to rely on the 911 emergency commu-
nications system, regardless of the technology 
used to make a 911 call. Second, the legisla-
tion ensures that VoIP providers can inter-
connect with legacy telephone networks so 
they can deliver calls and information to 911 
call centers. 

Representative GORDON, the author of H.R. 
3403, Representative MARKEY, Chairman of 
the Subcommittee on Telecommunications 
and the Internet, Representative BARTON, 
Ranking Member of the Committee, Rep-
resentatives UPTON and STEARNS, the former 
and current Ranking Members of the Sub-
committee, and I worked very closely with all 
stakeholders on this legislation, and it has 
widespread support among the public safety 
community, industry, and others. 
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As is clear from the language of the legisla-

tion, the requirement for interconnection is for 
purposes of 911 only and should not be used 
to bootstrap access for other reasons. Simi-
larly, the legislation makes clear that those 
who control the legacy gateways to the emer-
gency communications system must provide 
access, including rights of interconnection, to 
those seeking to deliver 911 calls and informa-
tion. Because all stakeholders agreed to the 
legislative language, we fully expect that this 
access will not be inhibited by either delay or 
litigation. 

H.R. 3403 also requires the development of 
a national plan to ensure that the 911 system 
continues to evolve. It is significant that the 
plan will include the participation of first re-
sponders, including the emergency commu-
nications professionals maintaining and using 
the system. It is also important that the plan 
will address the needs of the disabilities com-
munity when they use emergency communica-
tions. I look forward to reviewing the results of 
this work so we can begin to move to the next 
generation of emergency communications. 

I am disappointed that the Senate stripped 
out one provision of the House-passed version 
of this legislation that protected proprietary 
customer information. This provision prohibited 
a carrier from using the customer information 
that other carriers are required to provide for 
911 databases for any purpose other than 
emergency communications. I heard no ration-
al argument against the policy underlying this 
provision. Nevertheless, in the interest of en-
suring that this legislation be enacted swiftly, 
I will support the bill as passed by the Senate. 
I intend, however, to take this matter up again 
in the future. We owe it to consumers to en-
sure that their emergency communications 
system does not become a playground for 
competitive shenanigans. 

H.R. 3403 is a forward-looking bill that en-
sures that consumers using VoIP service are 
able to access 911 as easily as consumers 
using wireline or wireless services. Each of its 
elements—giving VoIP providers access to the 
components they need to provide 911 service; 
extending to VoIP providers, public safety offi-
cials, and end users the liability protections 
currently afforded to wireline and wireless 
services; and requiring a plan for the contin-
ued evolution of the emergency communica-
tions system—is a worthy victory for all con-
sumers. I commend Representative GORDON 
for his years of dedication to this important 
issue and hail this success, from which all 
Americans will reap benefits for years to 
come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO A GREAT COMPOSER, 
IRVING BURGIE 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 23, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the amazing accomplishments of 
one of America’s greatest composers, Irving 
Burgie; and to enter into the RECORD an ap-
preciation by Tony Best from New York 
CaribNews for the week ending June 3, 2008, 
titled ‘‘Hailed Irving Burgie with Honorary Doc-
torate, Tribute to Composer of Some of the 
World’s Most Memorable Music.’’ 

Mr. Burgie is most known for his work with 
Harry Belafonte for whom he composed 34 
songs between 1955 and 1960. He composed 
8 of the 11 songs on Belafonte’s Calypso 
album, which was number 1 on the Billboard 
Charts for 32 weeks and remained on the 
charts for nearly 2 years. ‘‘Calypso’’ was the 
first album of any kind to sell over a million 
copies, thus making Burgie and Belafonte one 
of the most successful singer-writer collabora-
tions in recorded music history. 

Growing up in the West Indian section of 
Brooklyn, Mr. Burgie became interested in 
music of other cultures in his travels as a sol-
dier in World War II. He enrolled in the Julliard 
School of Music, developing a broad knowl-
edge of song literature. His songs not only 
changed the culture of music but changed the 
way people taught their children about music. 
The article describes his music, as music ‘‘that 
brings hope and puts smiles on faces of peo-
ple across the globe.’’ Mr. Burgie has left a 
lasting mark on music for many generations. 

In addition to his outstanding musical career 
achievements, Mr. Burgie has been very gen-
erous in his philanthropic efforts to improve 
the lives of students interested in pursuing a 
career in music. Mr. Burgie has dedicated his 
life to making the world a better place through 
his artistic and charitable efforts and he is truly 
deserving of the honorary doctorate presented 
to him by St. John’s University. 

[From the Caribnews, June 3, 2008] 
IRVING BURGIE HAILED WITH HONORARY 

DOCTORATE 
(By Tony Best) 

‘‘Concrete examples of committed lives.’’ 
The Rev. John Kettleberger, St. John’s 

University’s Director of Residence Ministry 
was describing two outstanding public fig-
ures in the United States, Irving Burgie, 
composer of some of the world’s most memo-
rable music and Sister Anthony 
Barczykowski, Executive Director of Com-
munity Service for the Catholic Church’s 
Archdiocese of New Orleans. 

Both the composer, an artiste with strong 
Brooklyn and Caribbean roots, and Sister 
Barczykowski, whose work in New Orleans 
after the Hurricane Katrina disaster 
‘‘brought hope’’ to the survivors of the floods 
and gale force winds that left thousands 
homeless were hailed before an audience of 
at least 10,000 students, faculty, parents, rel-
atives and friends of the 2008 graduating 
class. 

Each was presented with honorary doctor-
ates of Humane Letters and they were 
praised for their ‘‘commitment to service’’ 
to others and for the way they channeled 
their energies and outstanding talents for 
the good of humanity. 

Actually, the Rev. Kettleberger spoke 
about the two honorees as he delivered the 
invocation at the beginning of the 138th com-
mencement exercises at one of America’s 
leading Catholic schools of higher learning. 
With almost 3,000 students graduating with 
Bachelor’s, Master’s and doctorates, the 
afternoon of pomp, ceremony and stirring 
commencement addresses by the Rev. Dr. 
Donald Harrington, St. John’s President, and 
Whitney Coleman, a graduating senior of the 
College of Liberal Arts and Science, who 
spoke on behalf of all the students, was un-
derscored by the smiling faces and tears of 
joy that flowed freely as proud parents and 
some of the students themselves were af-
fected by the emotions of the moment. ‘‘It 
was truly an emotional moment for me,’’ 
Burgie said afterwards as he reflected on the 
tears he shed on being lauded and presented 
the doctorate from the University’s Presi-

dent. ‘‘I was thinking of my wife who died re-
cently, about the pleasure she would have 
enjoyed if she were present on this occa-
sion,’’ he said. 

‘‘But it was also emotional to have my 
sons, their wives and a granddaughter to 
share this honor with me,’’ 

Burgie, who had previously received an 
honorary doctorate from the University of 
the West Indies, was described by Dr. Julia 
Upton, Provost of St. John’s, as a ‘‘man who 
used his special gifts to lift the hearts’’ and 
the ‘‘spirits’’ of tens of millions of people 
around the world. 

As she explained it, Burgie, the son of a 
West Indian mother used his music to ‘‘bring 
hope’’ and put ‘‘smiles’’ on the faces of peo-
ple across the globe, often at times of great 
challenges. Indeed, few artistes anywhere 
had enhanced the national and global land-
scapes with their music like Burgie, whose 
songs, among them ‘‘Day-O,’’ ‘‘Island in the 
Sun,’’ ‘‘Mary’s Boy-Child,’’ and ‘‘Angelina,’’ 
were made famous by Harry Belafonte, Dr. 
Upton said. They sold more than 100 millions 
in the 50-plus years since they first came 
onto the musical scene in the 1950s. Most of 
the songs on the Harry Belafonte album, Ca-
lypso, propelled the collection to the top 
spot on the Billboard Charts and enabled it 
to become the first album in the history of 
recorded music to sell a million copies. But 
he wasn’t simply recognized for his artistic 
triumphs. Burgie, who was recently inducted 
into the Song writers Hall of Fame in the 
United States was heralded for the more 
than $100,000 in scholarships he gave over 25 
years to Bajan youth to encourage their 
writing skills and the musical scholarship 
endowed by ASCAP to help American stu-
dents pursue their musical careers. 

In essence, then, both Sister Anthony and 
Burgie had devoted their lives to the task of 
making the world a better place and proof of 
their success can be seen in the hope they 
had inspired in successive generations, St. 
John’s University stated. 

The emphasis on ‘‘hope’’ was at the core of 
the President’s commencement address. He 
pinpointed many of the serious challenges 
the world was facing and they ranged from 
the global economic downturn; starvation in 
Africa; and the global food crisis to the divi-
sive presidential campaign in the United 
States; and the devastating wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan which have cost more than 4,000 
Americans and trillions of dollars in U.S. 
and British taxpayer money. 

But he wasn’t disheartened by the monu-
mental task at hand. 

Indeed, the President said he was ‘‘opti-
mistic’’ because of the many, ‘‘wonderful 
people’’ who had worked hard to transform 
society, Burgie and Sister Anthony included, 
and because of the young people, especially 
the members of the graduating class who 
were prepared to assume their roles in soci-
ety. 

Coleman, the Black student who spoke for 
the entire class, emphasized the importance 
of ‘‘giving back’’ and the need for individuals 
and society to ‘‘re-fuel’’ when their tanks 
were running low. Just as important was the 
need to put the ‘‘exemplary education’’ the 
students had received at St. John’s to 
produce. It was, she asserted, a kind of 
‘‘roadmap’’ that would guide them at the be-
ginning of life’s journey and would help them 
along the way. At the end of the ceremonies, 
Burgie who was born and grew up in Brook-
lyn but whose music has made him a world 
citizen summed up the situation: ‘‘It was 
simply wonderful. I thank St. John’s for the 
honor.’’ 
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