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to build a parish center to provide a gathering
place for the parishioners to come together in
fellowship.

Madam Speaker, | ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to rise with me today and applaud
the clergy, staff, and parishioners of Saint
James Parish. For over 100 years Saint
James Parish has been a center of worship
and praise for the Bay City area and may it
continue to bring the joy of Our Lord, Jesus
Christ, to the community for many, many
years to come.

TRIBUTE TO RUTGERS UNIVER-
SITY-NEWARK ON ITS 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 20, 2008

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, | ask my col-
leagues here in the House of Representatives
to join me as | rise to recognize and honor a
great institution of higher learning, Rutgers
University-Newark as it celebrates its 100th
anniversary. A gala being held on June 19,
2008 at the Paul Robeson Campus Center in
honor of this important milestone will feature a
variety of distinguished alumni, supporters,
faculty, staff and students. The theme of the
centennial, “A Century of Reaching Higher,”
celebrates the transformation of two law
schools, a business college and two colleges
of arts and science into one of the Nation’s
leading urban research universities.

Rutgers University-Newark has a rich and il-
lustrious history. Founded in 1908 as a law
school by New York attorney Richard Currier,
the university has a rich tradition of diversity.
The law school, the Seth Boyden School of
Business and the Dana College merged in
1936 and became the University of Newark. In
the 1940s, the University of Newark and Rut-
gers University joined together to form a geo-
graphically diverse public State university with
programs in a broad variety of undergraduate
and graduate disciplines. In the 1960s the uni-
versity acquired a large parcel of land in what
is now known as the University Heights Dis-
trict and construction began on the modern
campus. Today, Rutgers University-Newark is
a modern urban research university of 38
acres where 10,500 students pursue degrees
in business, law, the arts and sciences, nurs-
ing, criminal justice, public administration, and
global affairs. During its 100 years of exist-
ence, Rutgers University-Newark has been in-
clusive in its recruitment which has in turn cre-
ated a mosaic of student diversity.

The gala will celebrate the university’s leg-
acy in the State’s largest city, particularly in
the areas of educational opportunity, urban
engagement, diversity and research. Proceeds
from the gala will support scholarship funds,
including scholarships for students in the
State’s first undergraduate major in public
service, to be offered by the Rutgers School of
Public Affairs and Administration beginning in
the fall of 2008.

Madam Speaker, | am sure my colleagues
agree that Rutgers University-Newark de-
serves to be feted at the gala in honor of its
100th anniversary. | am proud to have this fine
university in my Congressional district and
wish everyone associated with Rutgers Uni-
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versity-Newark continued success in the fu-
ture.

GRANTING A FEDERAL CHARTER
TO KOREAN WAR VETERANS AS-
SOCIATION, INCORPORATED

SPEECH OF

HON. PETER WELCH

OF VERMONT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 17, 2008

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam Speaker, |
rise today in support of S. 1692, a bill to grant
a Federal charter to the Korean War Veterans
Association.

Just a few short years after World War I,
our government again called on hundreds of
thousands of Americans to serve their country
in a distant conflict. Over 1,700,000 American
soldiers were sent halfway around the world to
fight a Communist threat in Korea. Over
40,000 would never return—giving their lives
on the battlefield or going missing to this day.
Another 100,000 were wounded. Today, my
state of Vermont alone is home to almost
10,000 Korean War veterans.

The Korean War Veterans Association ex-
ists to remember those lost, to honor the serv-
ice of the thousands of living veterans, and to
support Korean freedom. For over six years,
the organization has fought for Federal rec-
ognition. The Veterans of Foreign Wars,
American Legion, and the Vietnam Veterans
of America have received a Federal charter,
but up until this point veterans of the Korean
War could not claim this honor. H.R. 1692 fi-
nally remedies this.

Under the charter provided in this bill, the
Korean War Veterans Association will provide
assistance to veterans of the Korean War and
to all those who have subsequently served
there, including helping those men and women
receive the veterans benefits they have
earned. The organization will also preserve
the camaraderie forged between those who
served, and honor the memory of those fallen.
It is my great pleasure to support this well-de-
served charter.

————

SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2008

SPEECH OF

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 19, 2008

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | want to
state for the record that my vote today against
Amendment No. 1 to H.R. 2642, the Supple-
mental Appropriations Act is a vote against
further unconditional funding for the war in
Irag. However, | would also like to make clear
that this is not a vote against funding our
troops fighting in Afghanistan. In fact, | believe
that my vote today against amendment No. 1
is indeed a vote that supports our mission in
Afghanistan because | believe the failed war in
Iraq has greatly hurt our ability to defeat our
enemies who attacked our Nation on 9/11.

| cannot vote to continue funding for the war
in Irag because it has not been fought for the
purpose that was stated to the American peo-
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ple back in 2002 and it has not achieved the
goals that were set out by this Administration.
The war in Iraq has lasted far too long and
has recklessly put the lives and livelihood of
too many American troops in danger. With
over 4,000 of our brave sons and daughters
killed and more than 30,000 diagnosed with
injuries, it is time they come home. After 5
years, this war has lasted longer than Amer-
ica’s military involvement in World War |,
World War I, the Korean war and the Civil
War. | remain fully committed to the with-
drawal of America’s troops from the war in
Iraq and am greatly disappointed that a
timeline for withdrawal has not been included
in this emergency funding measure. To be
certain, a timeline is the only way that the cur-
rent Iragi Government will understand the dire
need to unify and stand together to build their
nation. Our brave men and women of the
Armed Forces can not and should not have to
hold Iraq together indefinitely. My vote today
against this amendment is strictly a vote to
bring our troops home from Iraq.

While | strongly oppose continued funding
for our war in Irag | am an even stronger sup-
porter for greater funding and resources to win
the battle against Al Qeada and Taliban ex-
tremists in Afghanistan. | have stated un-
equivocally on multiple occasions that Afghani-
stan is the central front in the war on terror.
In fact, just 2 months ago | joined my col-
leagues Representatives CAPUANO  and
LoBIONDO in a congressional assignment to
Afghanistan and Pakistan. | had the honor to
meet our troops stationed in Afghanistan and
see the battle conditions they faced high up in
the mountain ranges of the Afghan-Pakistan
border. Despite the extreme conditions and
dangerous assignments they were engaged in,
| was encouraged by the troops’ morale and
unwavering commitment to their mission in Af-
ghanistan. | told them | would continue to do
everything in my power in Congress to provide
them with the resources they need to be suc-
cessful in Afghanistan and | believe | am
doing so with this vote today.

It is my regret that | do not have the ability
today to vote to reject continued funding for
the war in Iraq and still vote to approve great-
er funding for our efforts in Afghanistan. It is
clear to me that the central front in the War on
Terror in Afghanistan has suffered due to the
singular focus the administration has had on
Irag. It should be deeply disturbing to my col-
leagues and all Americans that because of
this focus on Iraq we are seeing a resurgence
of the Taliban as witnessed in the recent sui-
cide bombing of a prison in Kandahar that
freed over 400 Taliban inmates. The facts
make clear my reasoning as to why | am vot-
ing today against Amendment No. 1 in support
of our brave troops fighting in Afghanistan.

RECOGNIZING JUNETEENTH
INDEPENDENCE DAY

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 17, 2008
Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in recognition of the
Juneteenth holiday which was on June 19th.
Yesterday, the House of Representatives
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passed H. Res. 1237, recognizing the histor-
ical significance of Juneteenth Independence
Day. | voted in favor of this resolution and |
commend my colleague, Representative
DANNY DAvis of lllinois for introducing this leg-
islation. Juneteenth marks the anniversary of
June 19, 1865, the day Union General Gordon
Granger and 2,000 Federal troops arrived in
Galveston, Texas, to take control of the State
and formally free the slaves.

News of the end of slavery did not reach
frontier areas of the United States, for more
than 2 years after President Lincoln’s Emanci-
pation Proclamation, and months after the
conclusion of the Civil War. When word finally
reached the enslaved populations in these
areas, African Americans celebrated their lib-
eration in towns across Texas and the south-
west. These celebrations became a tradition
for African Americans in Texas and have since
spread across the United States.

Juneteenth is not only a time to commemo-
rate the historical significance of the emanci-
pation of slaves, but also time to recognize
and celebrate the vast achievements and
progress of African Americans across the Na-
tion. In my home State of Connecticut,
Juneteenth is an officially recognized holiday.
We make note of fearless Connecticut aboli-
tionists James Mars and J.W.C. Pennington
who fought tirelessly to end slavery and peti-
tioned Connecticut’s Legislature regarding vot-
ing and social rights for African Americans in
the 1840s and 50s. We also recognize the sig-
nificant milestone of the United States Su-
preme Court decision restoring freedom to the
survivors of the Amistad Slave Ship, then liv-
ing in Connecticut. Through museums and
sites such as the Old State House, the Mark
Twain House, the Harriet Beecher Stowe
House, the Connecticut freedom trails, and the
Amistad Center for Arts and Culture at the Old
State House, we pay homage to the African
American experience throughout the State.

And so Madam Speaker, | rise to com-
memorate a day that represents not only an
end to centuries of a great injustice, but the
beginning of a new journey for all of Ameri-
cans.

———————

GREAT CARIBBEAN AMERICAN
CONTRIBUTIONS TO AMERICAN
CULTURE

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 20, 2008

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Caribbean-American Heritage
Month and the many contributions of persons
of Caribbean descent into the American fabric.

Despite the lack of wealth and resources
available to many in the Caribbean, the region
continues to produce exceptional talent and is
endowed with a capacity to overcome incred-
ible odds. Our Nation has thrived as a country
of immigrants, and we are more vibrant and
hopeful because of the talent, faith, and resil-
ience of Caribbean Americans. For centuries,
Caribbean Americans have added to the
strength of our country. They have been lead-
ers, innovators, athletes, artists, entertainers,
doctors, and lawyers.

The world has had the privilege of reading
the words of internationally recognized Carib-
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bean writers and poets like Jamaica Kincaid,
Derek Walcott (who won the 1992 Nobel Prize
in Literature), and Edwidge Danticat (a finalist
for the National Book Award). We have lis-
tened to the creative sounds of Kompa that
has its origins in Haiti, Zouk from Guadeloupe,
Soca from Trinidad and Tobago, and Reggae
from Jamaica. Steel Pans, the only musical in-
strument invented in the 21st century origi-
nated from Trinidad and Tobago. Jamaica’s
First Lady of Theatre and Film, Leoni Forbes,
won the Gemini Award for best actress in a
comedy.

During Caribbean-American Heritage Month,
we celebrate the great contributions of Carib-
bean Americans to our Nation. We recognize
that without them, our country would not be
what it is today and we pay tribute to the com-
mon bonds that unite the United States and
the Caribbean.

TRIBUTE TO PAT JOHNSON

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 20, 2008

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor a community
leader, Mrs. Patricia “Pat” Johnson, on her re-
tirement after 27 years of service on the Paso
Robles Joint Unified School District Board of
Trustees.

Pat's service to the Paso Robles public
schools officially started when she was elected
to the Paso Robles elementary school board,
now the Paso Robles Joint Unified School Dis-
trict Board of Trustees, but her contribution to
the community of Paso Robles began long be-
fore that. With her daughter, Danielle, coming
up through the Paso Robles school system,
Pat served as both a classroom and library
volunteer, often spending her entire day at
Marie Bauer Elementary School and George
H. Flamson Middle School. She served as
president of the local Parent Teacher Associa-
tion and the School Site Council prior to her
election to the Board of Trustees.

During her time on the Paso Robles Joint
Unified School District Board of Trustees, the
district experienced significant growth. Seven
new schools and three administrative buildings
were built during her tenure of service, a local
middle school was modernized and property
was purchased that would later make room for
the teacher’s center. Of the new schools built,
she knew and worked with several of the
teachers the buildings were named after.

In addition to playing a vital role in Paso
Robles school district’'s growth, Pat also pre-
sided over several areas of conceptual trans-
formation of the school district, including unifi-
cation in 1996, of the Paso Robles elementary
school board and the current board she
serves on, as well as implementation the Mid-
dle School Concept, an independent study
program, and accreditation of the district high
schools and high school graduation diplomas.
Throughout her tenure with the Paso Robles
public schools, she was also an active partici-
pant in various California School Boards Asso-
ciation events.

Over the past 27 years, the students and
community served by the Paso Robles Joint
Unified School District have benefited from
Pat's dedication and energetic service. She
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worked tirelessly to ensure the students of
Paso Robles had a school system that pro-
vided them a world-class education to ensure
they were prepared for the future and suc-
cessful throughout their lives.

Her many contributions to Paso Robles are
a shining example of the dedicated public
service to which we should each aspire. |
know Pat looks forward to spending time hap-
pily in her retirement with her husband Fred,
daughter Danielle, and grandchildren Nicolas,
Isabella, and Jose. | commend Pat for her
service to the Paso Robles Joint Unified
School District and the local community, and |
wish her all the best as she enters this next
stage of her life.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. KEVIN
WILLIAMS

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 20, 2008

Mr. ROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise in
recognition of Mr. Kevin Williams of Secaucus,
New Jersey, for his extraordinary public serv-
ice and congratulate him for being honored
with the Congressional Award Gold Medal.

The Congressional Award is an esteemed
recognition bestowed on exemplary young
people who complete a minimum of 400 hours
of voluntary public service, 200 hours of per-
sonal development activities, 200 hours of
physical fitness, and four consecutive days
and nights of an exploration or expedition.
Kevin epitomizes everything that this award is
seeking to extol; particularly his dedication to
his community and commitment to public serv-
ice.

At the young age of 18, Kevin Williams has
already founded two nonprofit organizations,
People to People International's Go Inter-
national For Tomorrow Student Chapter and
Wrap4ASmile Foundation, Inc. The first of
these organizations, Go International For To-
morrow, focuses on developing youth leader-
ship through educational, cultural and humani-
tarian activities. The second, Wrap4ASmile,
raises funds, collects products, packs care
packages, and distributes personal care items
that cannot be purchased with food stamps.
These two groups successfully encourage
young adults to get involved in various public
service activities.

Kevin has spent over one thousand hours
performing valuable community service, both
in my home State of New Jersey and abroad.
He has earned numerous awards docu-
menting and celebrating his achievements.
Most recently, Kevin received the 2008
Comcast Leaders and Achievers Award, the
People to People International Golden Award,
and, for the past 4 years, the Presidential Vol-
unteer Service Gold Award.

Kevin is a truly exceptional young leader in
our community. In addition to founding two
nonprofits, Kevin has participated in the Inter-
national Student Leadership Conference of
Operation Smile, the American Legion New
Jersey Boys State Conference, and the Na-
tional Youth Leadership Council Conference in
Healthcare Medicine. He is an ambassador of
public service, and his efforts help make the
world a better place for all of us.

Today, | would like to congratulate Mr.
Kevin Williams for receiving the Congressional
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