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with the Caribbean region, particularly in 
the context of safety and security, develop-
ment and crime,’’ Clarke said. ‘‘As far as I 
know, there hasn’t been this level of recogni-
tion given to the responsibility and the type 
of bridge building that need to take place be-
tween the United States and the Caricom na-
tions.’’ 

The resolution doesn’t have the force of 
law but expresses the mood of the chamber. 
It was approved about a week ago and Clarke 
expects it to open the door to assistance 
from Washington at a crucial time. 

‘‘Typically when the House passes a resolu-
tion of this type, the State Department is 
usually close behind it in terms of its role 
and responsibility,’’ she said. ‘‘We expect 
support, not only in the House and the Sen-
ate but in the executive branch, the Admin-
istration. Definitely, it could influence the 
flow of funds and technical support to the 
Caribbean.’’ 

Dr. Griffith, the author of a number of 
books on Caribbean security, said that two 
economic pillars of the region, tourism and 
agriculture were under threat from crime 
and violence because they have the potential 
to raise doubts about people’s personal safe-
ty and their foreign direct investment. 

Of course, there is oil in Trinidad and To-
bago, bauxite in Jamaica and Guyana but as 
a region tourism and agriculture define the 
economic landscape of the Caribbean,’’ he 
said. ‘‘Crime and security jeopardize those in 
dramatic ways. Jamaica is unique in a sense, 
but I am not sure for how long to have had 
a significant crime and security challenge 
but at the same time it has been doing fairly 
well in tourism. The general economic liveli-
hood of the Caribbean very much revolves 
around having relative peace and stability.’’ 

As he sees it, the problem comes down to 
the degree of crime, the extent of drug traf-
ficking and the prevalence and availability 
of weapons, all of which can undermine ‘‘the 
basic tenets’’ that influence the flow of long- 
term foreign investment in the various is-
land-nations and coastal states. 

The York College Provost warned that the 
negative news media coverage of the Carib-
bean, portraying it as a major center for 
crime and violence could make the various 
destinations far less appealing to tourists 
than at any other time. 

‘‘It raises the question if tourists are going 
to want to come to a region that is getting 
negative press day-in-and-day-out,’’ he 
asked. ‘‘When someone in Europe sees a 
story about a particular country, he or she 
would see the Caribbean as a whole, not the 
individual destination. The region’s long- 
term survivability makes crime and violence 
a clear and present danger.’’ 

He gave the heads of government good 
marks for confronting the problem but 
warned that many of the ideas approved in 
Port of Spain, including special crime fight-
ing and management teams; improved train-
ing; introduction of sophisticated equip-
ment; and the availability of mobile law en-
forcement units would take considerable 
amounts of financial resources and time to 
get off the ground. The upshot: moving the 
plans from the drawing board to reality 
would result in a time lag that the region 
could ill-afford. 

‘‘The challenge becomes translating the 
statement into practical reality,’’ was the 
way Dr. Griffith, who advises western hemi-
spheric and other international institutions 
on security question, put it. ‘‘The state-
ment’s truisms undermine some of the prac-
tical dimensions involved.’’ 

For instance, the decision to establish 
counter-kidnapping units and response 
teams and negotiators would ‘‘take a while 
to plan and deliver’’ and would involve for-
eign countries and quite a lot of money. 

‘‘The training necessary for them and the 
recruitment that’s also necessary would re-
quire going beyond the Caribbean bound-
aries, getting the money to do that. I am not 
sure that the legislation to give effect to the 
proposals exists in the Caribbean,’’ he added. 
‘‘That would mean making legislative ac-
commodations domestically to accommodate 
some of these worth 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. W. TODD AKIN 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 18, 2008 

Mr. AKIN. Madam Speaker, I was unable to 
participate in the following votes. Had I been 
present, I would have voted as follows: June 
17, 2008: rollcall vote No. 414, on motion to 
suspend the rules and pass, as amended— 
H.R. 2964—To amend the Lacey Act Amend-
ments of 1981 to treat nonhuman primates as 
prohibited wildlife species under that Act, to 
make corrections in the provisions relating to 
captive wildlife offenses under that Act, and 
for other purposes, I would have voted ‘‘nay’’; 
rollcall vote No. 415, on motion to suspend the 
rules and pass, as amended—H.R. 3702— 
Montana Cemetery Act of 2007—I would have 
voted ‘‘aye’’; rollcall vote No. 416, on motion 
to suspend the rules and pass, as amended— 
H. Res. 1275—Honoring the life of Timothy 
John Russert, Jr., public servant, political ana-
lyst, and author—I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
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U.S. ARMY FOURTH INFANTRY DI-
VISION LRRP/LRP/HIGHLAND 
RANGERS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 18, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pride and pleasure that I welcome the 
courageous and honorable men of the U.S. 
Army Fourth Infantry Division Long Range Re-
connaissance Patrol, Company E 58th Infantry 
Long Range Patrol, and Company K 75th In-
fantry to their 40th Anniversary Reunion in 
Kansas City, Missouri. These brave men and 
their families will finally receive the honor they 
have deserved for so long. 

This exceptional group began in Vietnam 
with the 4th Infantry Division LRRPs formed 
within the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Brigades in 1966 
and 1967. On July 5th, 1968, these LRRPs 
were then placed under the control of Captain 
Ruben H. Siverling, Commander of E Com-
pany 58th Infantry (LRP). Captain Siverling 
described the greatness of these brave men 
by stating: ‘‘I have been recognized and hon-
ored for several various degrees of accom-
plishment in my journey through life. None are 
more satisfying or humbling than to have 
served under extreme combat as the last com-
mander of E 58th (LRP) and the first com-
mander of Company K 75th Rangers.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring a very elite unit of U.S. Army 
Vietnam veterans, and to welcome them to 
their 40th Anniversary Reunion. These men, 
like so many others, have sacrificed so much 
to protect our Nation’s freedom. I congratulate 

them on their dedicated service and I humbly 
welcome these men and their families to Kan-
sas City. 
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A PROCLAMATION HONORING ELO-
ISE HAGAN FOR HER SERVICE 
WITH THE AMERICAN RED CROSS 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 18, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Eloise Hagan began volunteering 

with the Red Cross in 1957; and 
Whereas, Eloise Hagan is 99 years young; 

and 
Whereas, she was recognized for her more 

than 50 years of volunteer service during the 
American Red Cross of Knox County’s 2008 
Volunteer Awards program; and 

Whereas, Eloise Hagan continues to exem-
plify a special dedication to service and com-
munity; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved that along with her friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I commend and thank Eloise Hagan 
for her contributions to her community and 
country. 
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IN HONOR OF JUDY MARTIN 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 18, 2008 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Judy Martin, and in recogni-
tion of her dedication, advocacy, and pro-
motion of community building in the Greater 
Cleveland Area. Judy Martin is this year’s hon-
oree of the Sixth Annual Beauty and Talent 
Pageant, presented by the Cleveland Joint 
Elks’ Beauty and Talent Committee. 

Judy, a Cleveland resident for over forty 
years, has been a tireless advocate of non-vi-
olence in the Greater Cleveland Area. Fol-
lowing the tragic death of her son in 1994, she 
became an activist and supporter of Black on 
Black Crime, Inc; working with the organiza-
tion as their Secretary and Treasurer. Judy 
founded her own organization to support oth-
ers who have also lost loved ones through vio-
lence, Survivors/Victims of Tragedy, Inc. She 
was instrumental in creating the Memorial 
Wall/Wall of Sorrows on display in East Cleve-
land, obtaining ninety-eight percent of the 
funds necessary to build the wall. The wall 
serves as a memorial for all children who have 
been victims of crime in Cleveland since 1990 
and she continues working with the community 
in creating a Memorial Reflection Garden. 

Judy Martin is also an advocate of Missing 
Children and Adults, a member of the Greater 
Cleveland Million Moms, part of the Brady 
Campaign to prevent gun violence, and a 
member of several other organizations includ-
ing the Cleveland Joint Elks Education Com-
mittee, the Pioneer Fez Club, and the Vet-
erans Department. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor of Judy Martin for her outstanding 
and tireless efforts as an advocate of non-vio-
lence and promotion of community building in 
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the Greater Cleveland Area, as well as for her 
extensive and diverse service to many individ-
uals and families who call the Cleveland Area 
home. 
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HONORING JERSEY CITY POLICE 
INSPECTOR JON L. TOOKE 

HON. ALBIO SIRES 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 18, 2008 

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Jersey City Police Inspector Jon L. 
Tooke on the occasion of his retirement. In-
spector Tooke who will retire on July 1, 2008, 
received numerous recognitions for his serv-
ice, evidence that he was an outstanding 
member of Jersey City Police Force. 

Inspector Tooke, was appointed to the Jer-
sey City Police Department in 1979 and ini-
tially assigned to the North District. His dedi-
cation garnered the trust of his superiors and 
earned him other opportunities to serve the 
Department in the Medical Bureau, Welfare In-
vestigation Unit, Gun Permits Unit, Planning 
and Research Unit, Police Academy, South 
District, City Command, Public Information Of-
ficer and Patrol Bureau. His experience and 
his knowledge of the community was recog-
nized by the receipt of numerous awards in-
cluding ten Excellence Police Service Awards 
and one World Trade Center Award. 

Please join me in honoring Inspector Tooke 
for his distinguished service to the Jersey City 
Police Department, and in congratulating him 
on his retirement. 
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HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MINQUAS FIRE 
COMPANY NO. 2 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 18, 2008 

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge and honor the Minquas 
Fire Company No. 2 of Chester County, Penn-
sylvania as they celebrate their 100th anniver-
sary of service to our community. Organized 
on April 2, 1908, their countless hours of serv-
ice and dedication are a testament to the 
brave men and women who strive each and 
every day to keep our communities safe. 

The Minquas Fire Company No. 2 was ini-
tially organized at a meeting at the 
Downingtown Opera House. Opening a fire-
house shortly thereafter in 1909, the Minquas 
Fire Company No. 2 has been a fixture in the 
community ever since. In 1923, Minquas ex-
panded to provide EMS service by creating a 
separate ambulance committee and ambu-
lance fund and this joint company of fire and 
EMS crews continues to serve the 
Downingtown area today. 

Presently, the Minquas Fire Company No. 2, 
home to both fire and EMS crews, runs ap-
proximately 2,700 calls annually and covers 
portions of the Borough of Downingtown and 
East Caln Township. It also serves the sur-
rounding municipalities as needed. Today, the 
Company is a combined company of mostly 
volunteers and some paid EMS staff. There 

are more than 75 active members running 
emergency calls under the leadership of Presi-
dent and Fire Chief Michael Miller and EMS 
Captain Joel Swisher. The Minquas Fire Com-
pany No. 2 will commemorate this great mile-
stone on Saturday, June 21, 2008 with a day 
of celebration. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me in congratulating the brave men and 
women of Minquas Fire Company No. 2 as 
they celebrate 100 years of protecting our 
communities. We can never thank our first re-
sponders enough for all their dedication and 
sacrifice to protect the lives and property of 
their neighbors and the Minquas Fire Com-
pany No. 2 is an exemplary example of unself-
ish service to others. 

f 

ANDREW L. JEFFERSON ENDOW-
MENT FOR TRIAL ADVOCACY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 17, 2008 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in support of H. Res. 31, 
which will congratulate the Honorable Andrew 
L. Jefferson, Jr. on his achievements and his 
selection as the First Endowed Chair of the 
Thurgood Marshall School of Law Trial Advo-
cacy Program. Judge Jefferson is a friend of 
mine and a fine American who earned this 
recognition. 

Judge Jefferson has dedicated almost 50 
years of service to the legal profession, serv-
ing in both public and private practice. He 
served with honor as a judge of the Court of 
Domestic Relations in Harris County, and later 
as the 208th District Court Judge for Harris 
County. Throughout his career, he has re-
ceived numerous commendations and awards, 
including the Anti-Defamation League National 
Torch of Liberty Award and the League of 
United Latin American Citizens National Com-
munity Service Award, to name a few. 

Judge Jefferson has also been an integral 
member of the Houston community. He has 
devoted much effort to public service in our 
area and has been involved with community 
organizations and services throughout his life. 
He stands as a lifetime member of the Hous-
ton Area Urban League and the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Colored 
People. 

This endowment will be an invaluable re-
source to the Thurgood Marshall School of 
Law and the legal profession at large. Its cre-
ation ensures that Judge Jefferson’s legacy 
continues. 

I urge my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 18, 2008 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Madam Speaker, on 
Tuesday, June 17, 2008, I was absent during 
rollcall vote No. 415. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on the motion to sus-

pend the rules and pass H.R. 3702—Montana 
Cemetery Act of 2007. 
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CONGRATULATING THE BROAD-
WAY MUSICAL ‘‘IN THE 
HEIGHTS’’ FOR WINNING FOUR 
TONY AWARDS ON JUNE 15, 2008 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 18, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to praise and congratulate the Broadway musi-
cal ‘‘In the Heights’’ for winning four Tony 
Awards on June 15, 2008 in the categories of 
Best Musical, Best Original Score, Best Cho-
reography, and Best Orchestrations. 

‘‘In the Heights’’ written by Lin-Manuel Mi-
randa a Puerto Rican native of Washington 
Heights, highlights the lives of a Dominican 
and Puerto Rican community in Washington 
Heights during three days allowing the viewer 
to delve deeper into a community that is espe-
cially dear to me in that they are my constitu-
ents. Not only does this Broadway musical 
showcase issues that affect any family but it 
also takes the viewer a step further by seeing 
how specifically the Puerto Rican and Domini-
can Latino community in Washington Heights 
is affected by everyday life and also their per-
spectives on various issues. 

I would like to commend the cast and crew 
of ‘‘In the Heights’’ for their hard work and 
also the very pertinent issues raised in their 
musical. As Congressman for this specific 
constituent community I am very proud that 
this Broadway musical has had so much suc-
cess and I congratulate all those involved in 
making it come to fruition. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE ST. LOUIS 
KIWANIS CLUB 

HON. W. TODD AKIN 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 18, 2008 

Mr. AKIN. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor the St. Louis Kiwanis 
Club on their 90th anniversary. The St. Louis 
Kiwanis have been providing community serv-
ice since 1918. 

The Kiwanians have one common goal: To 
serve the children of the world. Kiwanis advo-
cates this vision everyday by providing oppor-
tunities to serve for every member of a com-
munity through Service Leadership Programs. 
Through these opportunities, youth and young 
adults around the world become competent, 
capable, and compassionate leaders. 

The St. Louis Kiwanis have served their 
community in many ways, including supporting 
local charitable organizations including, but not 
limited to: The Boys and Girls Club of St. 
Louis, Kiwanis Camp Wyman, Key Clubs, and 
the Kiwanis Children’s Dental Foundation Mo-
bile Clinic. They serve by providing manpower 
at local events and promoting other children’s 
related causes. 

The Kiwanis have reached out to their fellow 
citizens in need and, in the process, have en-
riched their own lives. 

I want to congratulate and thank the St. 
Louis Kiwanis for the time and service they 
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