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and determination, and she has earned the 
gratitude of the countless individuals who have 
benefited from her work. I am extremely proud 
to call Katherine Kelly my friend and ally. She 
is truly an admirable individual and a great 
American. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CONGRESSMAN RICH-
ARD A. GEPHARDT OF MISSOURI 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 10, 2008 

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, let me 
take this time to recognize my good friend and 
our former colleague, Congressman Richard 
A. Gephardt of Missouri, who recently re-
ceived the Harry S. Truman Award for Public 
Service from the City of Independence, Mis-
souri. This award is given annually to honor a 
distinguished public servant who best exempli-
fies the characteristics of President Harry S. 
Truman. 

Congressman Richard Gephardt grew up in 
St. Louis, Missouri, and in 1958 graduated 
from Southwest High School. He is an Eagle 
Scout and is a recipient of the Distinguished 
Eagle Scout Award. In 1962, he earned a 
bachelor of science degree at Northwestern 
University in Evanston, Illinois, and earned a 
law degree from the University of Michigan in 
1965. After law school, Congressman Gep-
hardt practiced law and set forth on a distin-
guished public service career that included 
serving the American people in military uni-
form and in elected office. From 1965 to 1971, 
Congressman Gephardt served in the Missouri 
Air National Guard. From 1968 to 1971, he 
served as a Democratic committeeman in St. 
Louis, and from 1971 to 1976, he served as 
a St. Louis alderman. 

In 1976, Gephardt ran for and was elected 
to the U.S. House of Representatives. From 
1977 to 2005, Congressman Gephardt served 
the people of Missouri and our country with 
distinction and quickly became a leader within 
the Democratic Caucus. In 1984, he was 
elected chairman of the House Democratic 
Caucus and was elected House majority lead-
er in 1989. He subsequently served as House 
minority leader from 1994 to 2005. Gephardt 
also twice ran for the Democratic Presidential 
nomination, in 1988 and in 2004. After retiring 
from Congress in 2005, Gephardt formed a 
consulting and public policy development firm. 

Madam Speaker, Congressman Richard A. 
Gephardt exemplifies the best of American 
public service. He is so very deserving of the 
Harry S. Truman Award, and I know my col-
leagues in the House will join me in congratu-
lating him, his wife, Jane, and their lovely fam-
ily for their years of dedication to the American 
people. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GENERAL WILLIAM E. 
ODOM 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 10, 2008 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to General William E. 

Odom, a man of unquestionable character and 
undeniable devotion to our Nation. He served 
with distinction, provided experienced insight 
about our Nation’s foreign policy decisions, 
and expressed a rare candor that made him 
an invaluable resource to everyone that 
worked with him, including the United States 
Congress. 

On Friday, May 30, 2008, General Odom 
passed away at the age of 75. The course of 
his career traces the evolution of our military 
and intelligence communities over the past 25 
years. He served as a senior military intel-
ligence official for President Jimmy Carter, and 
then joined President Ronald Reagan as the 
director of the National Security Agency during 
the administration’s second term. Following his 
retirement from the Army in 1988, after 34 
years of active duty, General Odom continued 
his service by teaching at Yale University, 
working for the Hudson Institute, and writing 
scholarly works. 

Chief among his laudable qualities, it was 
General Odom’s candor that proved most re-
freshing and invaluable. A self-described mili-
tary hawk, he was among the first military per-
sons to speak out against the invasion of Iraq 
and he openly advocated a withdrawal. Gen-
eral Odom warned that military action in Iraq 
would be foolhardy and futile well before the 
U.S.-led invasion in 2003. In hindsight, his 
concerns were well founded and have since 
been validated, but before the invasion he was 
among the few willing to speak out loudly in 
opposition to the drumbeat to war. His back-
ground and depth gave intellectual credence 
to the growing opposition to the war, and he 
demonstrated that there were differences of 
opinion within our military and intelligence 
communities on the merits of the invasion. 

To me and other members of the Defense 
Appropriations Committee, General Odom was 
a great source of experience and a wealth of 
knowledge. I came to rely upon his judgment 
and took counsel with him privately on issues 
related to our national defense. He was a 
thoughtful, steady guide on the most complex 
matters that face us today, and we are at a 
loss without him. More importantly, the Nation 
has lost a true and valued patriot. 

Madam Speaker, we are saddened by Gen-
eral Odom’s passing, and we extend our 
heartfelt condolences to his family. May others 
learn from his example and may his memory 
stay with us forever. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROBIN AUGUST 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 10, 2008 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise before you today to honor Robin August, 
recently awarded the title of 2007–2008 Balti-
more County Teacher of the Year. Ms. August 
has been a teacher with Baltimore County 
Public Schools for 8 years, teaching mathe-
matics at Deep Creek Elementary School and 
now Deep Creek Magnet Middle School. 

Ms. August began her career in education in 
1990, working for the Baltimore City Public 
School System. In 2000, she accepted a posi-
tion at Deep Creek Elementary School in Balti-
more County and is currently a mathematics 
teacher and team leader at Deep Creek Mag-
net Middle School. 

As the team leader for the 6th grade at 
Deep Creek, Ms. August has been instru-
mental in developing and maintaining parental 
involvement that is necessary for the school to 
be successful. She consistently monitors the 
academic performance of her students in all of 
their classes in order to provide mentorship to 
the students and provide strategies to help 
them succeed. Throughout the year, Ms. Au-
gust opens her classroom doors to teachers 
who are in need of professional development, 
modeling lessons that demonstrate excellence 
in teaching. 

She has dedicated her career to improving 
achievement for her students, serving on 
many school improvement teams and holding 
positions as diverse as Student Council Advi-
sor, curriculum writer, and mentor. As a mem-
ber of the leadership team at Deep Creek Mid-
dle, Ms. August continues to bring new ideas 
to the school plan, helping to design better 
and more efficient ways of meeting the various 
needs of the students. Through the Teaching 
American History in Maryland program, she 
has published work with the University of 
Maryland, Baltimore County Center for History 
Education and presented at the Maryland 
Conference for the Social Studies. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you join with me 
today to honor Robin August in her accept-
ance of the 2007–2008 Baltimore County 
Teacher of the Year Award. Her legacy as a 
dedicated, enthusiastic educator will be for-
ever remembered by the grateful students who 
walk through her classroom doors. It is with 
great pride that I congratulate Robin August 
on her exemplary career in education and her 
outstanding performance at Deep Creek Mag-
net Middle School in Baltimore County. 

f 

CONGRATULATORY REMARKS FOR 
THE HIGH SCHOOL VALEDIC-
TORIANS OF 2008 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 10, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to commend tens of thousands of youngsters 
who, this year, earned their high school diplo-
mas as first in their respective graduating 
classes. The diploma in itself has come to 
symbolize promise and opportunity, the first 
step in a series of steps towards achieving the 
American dream, and I am proud of each and 
every student who earned one this year. But 
that honor is ever the more remarkable when 
awarded with a valedictorian title, an acknowl-
edgement that its receiver is academically top- 
notch in his or her class. 

These bright, young minds—freshly out of 
school, having ostensibly left adolescence be-
hind and come into their own as educated, 
young adults—will inherit this world, as much 
our successes as our failures. It will be up to 
them to improve upon our legacy, to wield 
their ingenuity and knowledge to the benefit of 
their country and their world. It pleases me to 
know that there are steady, capable young 
hands out there prepared to mold, shape, and 
supply form to a better future. 

These men and women are an exemplary 
class, many of whom will go on to earn col-
lege degrees, serve America in some form of 
public service, travel abroad, raise families, or 
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join the workforce. Regardless of the path, 
their unique strengths and talents will sustain 
America and her standing on the global stage. 
Although the task may sound great and 
daunting, these achievers have shown both 
grit and giftedness over the past 4 years and 
will surely rise to the challenge with poise and 
a sense of purpose. 

But for today, we celebrate and congratu-
late, keeping an eye on the greatness that lies 
in store for them and this Nation. 

f 

HONORING MR. JAMES ARNOLD 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 10, 2008 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to offer my thanks and congratula-
tions to Mr. James Arnold, environmental res-
toration manager for the Oregon National 
Guard. He was recently awarded the Sec-
retary of the Army’s FY07 Environmental Res-
toration Award for contributions made by an 
individual. This is the Army’s highest honor in 
the field of environmental science, and Mr. Ar-
nold is the year’s only individual to be recog-
nized. 

As the Federal Government’s largest prop-
erty holder, the Department of Defense has a 
significant responsibility to ensure its lands are 
sustainably managed. Mr. Arnold’s success 
proves that government can be a good partner 
to communities and the environment. His inno-
vative approaches to resource management 
and remediation are a credit to Oregonian in-
genuity and environmental stewardship. 

I am particularly impressed by the large- 
scale range remediation at Camp 
Withycombe, located in my district. For years, 
I have advocated for increased awareness 
and funding for the cleanup of our ranges and 
legacy sites. This work in immensely chal-
lenging and I am impressed with Mr. Arnold’s 
creative, cost-effective, and above all, suc-
cessful approach to this problem. 

I am proud that the Oregon Army National 
Guard is at the forefront of the Army’s efforts 
to transform its environmental and business 
practices. 

Mr. Arnold, thank you for your outstanding 
service to Oregon and our country. I wish you 
the best of luck in your future work. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 10, 2008 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, I 
was unable to be present for votes during the 
late afternoon and evening of May 22, 2008. 
For the information of our colleagues and my 
constituents, I want the RECORD to reflect how 
I would have voted on the following votes I 
missed that day. 

On rollcall 355, on the Akin amendment to 
H.R. 5658, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall 356, on the Franks amendment 
to H.R. 5658, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall 357, on the Tierney amendment 
to H.R. 5658, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall 358, on the Pearce amendment 
to H.R. 5658, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall 359, on the Lee amendment to 
H.R. 5658, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 360, on the Braley amendment to 
H.R. 5658, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 361, on the Price amendment to 
H.R. 5658, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 362, on the Holt amendment to 
H.R. 5658, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 363, on the McGovern amend-
ment to H.R. 5658, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 364, on the Motion to Recommit 
with instructions the Duncan Hunter National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2009 (H.R. 5658), I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

I would have done so because the Motion to 
Recommit—as written—would have effectively 
killed the bill by sending it back to Committee. 
I also objected to what the Motion attempted 
to do. It would have repealed Section 526 of 
the Energy Independence and Security Act, 
which ensures that federal agencies do not 
procure or promote alternative fuels that emit, 
on a lifecycle basis, more greenhouse gas 
emissions than equivalent conventional fuels 
produced from conventional petroleum 
sources. This provision relates primarily to ef-
forts of the Department of Defense to obtain 
half of its domestically used fuel from domes-
tic synthetic sources by 2016. Specifically, the 
Air Force is pursuing ‘‘coal-to-liquid’’ fuel 
(CTL). According to both the EPA and DOE, 
liquid coal produces double the global warm-
ing emissions compared to conventional gaso-
line. 

An amendment adopted on the floor clarified 
Section 526 to ensure that federal agencies 
could procure conventional fuels that contain 
incidental amounts of unconventional fuels. 
With the passage of this amendment, it is my 
belief that there is no reason to repeal Section 
526, since the Department of Defense has 
said that it intends to pursue CTL with carbon 
capture and sequestration. In addition, the De-
fense Science Board Task Force on Energy 
recommended that if DOD decides to provide 
financial backing to synthetic fuel production 
plants, it should avoid investing in processes 
that exceed the carbon footprint of petroleum. 

On rollcall 365, on Passage of the Duncan 
Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2009 (H.R. 5658), I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 366, on the Motion to Suspend 
the Rules and Agree, as Amended, to H. Res. 
986, a resolution recognizing the courage and 
sacrifice of those members of the United 
States Armed Forces who were held as pris-
oners of war during the Vietnam conflict and 
calling for a full accounting of the 1,729 mem-
bers of the Armed Forces who remain unac-
counted for from the Vietnam conflict, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

The resolution recognizes the 35th anniver-
sary of ‘‘Operation Homecoming,’’ when the 
first wave of the longest-held POWs from Viet-
nam left that country to return to the United 
States. We honor those POWs, but we also 
honor those brave heroes who fought and 
died for our country but never returned home. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 10, 2008 

Mrs. MYRICK. Madam Speaker, due to a 
flight cancellation, I was unable to participate 
in the following votes. If I had been present, 
I would have voted as follows: 

June 9, 2008: 
Rollcall vote 388, on motion to suspend the 

rules and agree—H. Res. 1225, expressing 
support for designation of June 2008 as ‘‘Na-
tional Safety Month’’—I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall vote 389, on motion to suspend the 
rules and agree—H. Res. 1243, recognizing 
the immeasurable contributions of fathers in 
the healthy development of children, sup-
porting responsible fatherhood, and encour-
aging greater involvement of fathers in the 
lives of their children, especially on Father’s 
Day—I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall vote 390, on motion to suspend the 
rules and agree—H. Res. 127, recognizing 
and celebrating the 50th anniversary of the 
entry of Alaska into the Union as the 49th 
State—I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

BIPARTISAN CONGRESSIONAL DEL-
EGATION TO NATO PARLIAMEN-
TARY ASSEMBLY MEETINGS IN 
BERLIN, AND A SUBSEQUENT 
TRIP TO TURKEY AND AFGHANI-
STAN 

HON. JOHN S. TANNER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 10, 2008 

Mr. TANNER. Madam Speaker, during the 
recent district work period I led a bipartisan 
House delegation to NATO Parliamentary As-
sembly (NPA) meetings in Berlin, from May 
23–27. The co-chair of my delegation was the 
Hon. JOHN SHIMKUS. Participating in the dele-
gation were Representatives MARION BERRY, 
JOHN BOOZMAN, BEN CHANDLER, JO ANN 
EMERSON, CAROLYN MCCARTHY, RALPH REG-
ULA, DENNIS MOORE, DAVID SCOTT, and MIKE 
ROSS, and staff worked to make this a suc-
cessful trip in the examination of a number of 
key NATO issues. 

The NATO Parliamentary Assembly brings 
together members of parliaments of the NATO 
allies, as well as observer participants from 
NATO partner states such as Russia and 
Ukraine, for discussions of current issues of 
interest to the alliance. Members attend com-
mittee meetings where reports are read and 
debated. The meetings afford an opportunity 
to sound parliamentarians from allied states 
on public opinion, defense and foreign policy, 
and trends in thinking on issues of mutual in-
terest. The meetings also provide the oppor-
tunity to come to know members of par-
liaments on a long-term basis, an invaluable 
asset in developing insights into policy devel-
opment in allied governments. 

After the Assembly meetings in Berlin, the 
delegation traveled on to Turkey and Afghani-
stan, where we explored issues that I will ad-
dress in a moment. 

Recurrent themes on key NATO issues 
were evident in the Berlin committee meet-
ings. Above all, NATO’s International Security 
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