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have earned him the respect and admiration
of his patients and colleagues spread through-
out the world.

Dr. David Hale has earned the reputation as
a giant in his field. In fact, one distinguished
colleague has even said, “The world is a bet-
ter place because of Dr. Hale.” After hearing
his long record of accomplishment, you will
surely agree.

As an emergency medicine physician, Dr.
Hale is known for his caring and compas-
sionate demeanor towards patients and for his
leadership in hospital patient services. Some
suggest he is the reason Woodwinds receives
some of the highest patient satisfaction scores
not only in Minnesota, but across the country.

If that was not enough, Dr. Hale is a Major
in the Minnesota National Guard and has
completed two tours of duty in Irag. Among his
military honors, Dr. Hale earned a Bronze
Medal Star in March 2007, an Army Com-
mendation Medal in March 2005, an Army
Achievement Medal in August 2003, a Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, a Global War
on Terror Expeditionary Medal and many other
awards for his outstanding military service.

Even more amazing are the contributions he
has made on the humanitarian front during his
time in Iraq. During his first tour of duty, Dr.
Hale stm1ed an international humanitarian ef-
fort to teach basic 'tnedical care to Iraqis, a
program that still exists today. During his sec-
ond tour in Irag, he expanded his efforts to
provide 400 first aid kits and midwife kits to
Iragi women and children, a gesture well re-
ceived by Iraqi villagers and soldiers alike.

Now back in Minnesota, Dr, Hale is focused
on helping veterans returning home from war,
many of whom suffered traumatic injuries on
the battlefield.

Madam Speaker, it is my honor to rise today
to celebrate Dr. David Hale’s extraordinary
and selfless career of service. His contribu-
tions to his community, the state of Minnesota,
and the country of Irag make him a distin-
guished patriot, and make us all proud to be
Americans. | stand today and join his family,
friends, and colleagues in wishing him a long
and successful career.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF HIGHLAND
PARK TOWN ADMINISTRATOR
GEORGE PATTERSON

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 2008

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Highland Park Town Adminis-
trator George Patterson.

After graduating from Texas Tech Univer-
sity, he began his public service career as an
Administrative Aide with the City of Lubbock.
He then moved on to become the City Man-
ager for Pecos City and Snyder before accept-
ing the position of Town Administrator with
Highland Park in 1979. George will be retiring
on June 24, 2008 with twenty-nine years of
dedicated service to Highland Park.

During his tenure, he has carefully managed
and led his staff by example. With his vision
and leadership skills, Highland Park is a better
and safer community. His commitment to pub-
lic service extended beyond the workplace. He
is actively involved in numerous professional
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and community organizations such as the
Texas City Managers Association and the Ro-
tary Club. George leaves a legacy of civic duty
that will be greatly missed.

Madam Speaker, | ask my esteemed col-
leagues to join me in expressing our best
wishes to him and his family on this special
day.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF RYAN
STEWART

HON. BILL SALI

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 2008

Mr. SALI. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Ryan Stewart of Boise, ID.

Ryan is representing Idaho as youth gov-
ernor during the annual YMCA National Youth
Governors’ Conference here in Washington,
DC.

| am proud of Ryan’s commitment and in-
volvement in this program. Ryan was elected
youth governor after campaigning in ldaho’s
youth and government program. This is a
hands-on program dedicated to educating high
school students on how state government op-
erates. Ryan participated in a Regional Con-
vention giving speeches and ultimately being
elected to his current position.

| am honored to take the opportunity to rec-
ognize Ryan. His involvement in the YMCA
program is a great way for him to learn how
our government functions. Ryan is an example
to his peers and | wish him all the best for a
successful year as youth governor in Idaho.

——————

PLATTE COUNTY ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 2008

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize the outstanding achieve-
ments of the Platte County Economic Devel-
opment Council (PCEDC) of Platte County,
Missouri. Burdette “Pete” Fullerton, Executive
Director, has successfully guided the EDC,
and | am honored to help celebrate their 20th
Anniversary on June 20, 2008. This pres-
tigious recognition is the culmination of twenty
years of dedicated work to continuously im-
prove and enhance our community.

The Platte County EDC serves as an au-
thoritative voice in the community on eco-
nomic development and related issues through
an effective program of professional develop-
ment, public policy, marketing, and commu-
nications. The EDC has assisted in several
local projects over the past 20 years, including
ADT Security Services, Citi Cards, Harley-Da-
vidson Motor Company, KCI Expo Center,
Lifetouch Publishing, Argosy Casino Hotel and
Spa, Multivac, The National Golf Club, Tiffany
Greens Golf Club, and Zona Rosa.

Pete Fullerton is responsible for the growth
of this non-profit organization that promotes
economic development in Platte County, Mis-
souri. Pete has worked diligently on behalf of
EDC to build a partnership between public and
private sectors and has assisted in the suc-
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cessful completion of 127 projects. The
PCEDC has helped to create over 11,000 new
jobs for Platte County.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join me in
applauding the Platte County Economic Devel-
opment Council of Platte County, Missouri for
its hard work and dedication. Since the EDC
began, it has served as a resource to its in-
vestors and the community. | want to thank
Pete Fullerton for all of his work and applaud
him for his accomplishments with the Platte
County EDC.

———

DUNEDIN HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL
TEAM WINS THE FLORIDA STATE
CLASS 5A CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 2008

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Madam Speaker, it
is with much pride that | rise today to con-
gratulate the Dunedin High .School Baseball
team for winning the Florida State Class 5A
Championship. The Falcons of Dunedin, who
| have the privilege to represent, won the
championship in an extra innings showdown
against the South Fork Bulldogs.

The Falcons won the championship in a ten
inning marathon, the longest Florida State
baseball championship game since 1997. The
defense and pitching were excellent, keeping
the score tied at two runs apiece until Max
Priest scored the winning run for Dunedin on
a Max Kreuter single.

It was only through a season of hard work—
both on and off of the field—that the Falcons
finished with a 26—6 record on their way to the
school’s first state baseball title in 44 years. It
is a testament to the character of these young
men, and they deserve to be congratulated.
But let us not forget to send our congratula-
tions to Coach Tom Hilbert who worked tire-
lessly as a coach and as a mentor to the
team. | would also like to congratulate the par-
ents of the players, as well as the teachers,
administrators and the staff of Dunedin High
School for doing a fantastic job of raising and
encouraging these exceptional student—ath-
letes. Following my remarks, | will include for
my colleagues the full story of Dunedin’s
Baseball Championship as reported by The St.
Petersburg Times.

Madam Speaker, in closing, please join me
in congratulating the Dunedin High School Fal-
cons for their outstanding achievement in win-
ning the Florida State Baseball Championship.

[From the St. Petersburg Times, May 15,

2008]

LONG WAIT Is OVER: DUNEDIN WINS TITLE

SARASOTA—It began the moment the ball
disappeared into Cammeron Fisher’s glove.
Seconds later, a swarm of triumphant Dun-
edin players rushed toward the mound to cel-
ebrate a 3-2 victory and the school’s first
state baseball title in 44 years.

“This is something you dream about,”
Fisher said. “To make the final out is unbe-
lievable, especially going through so many
ups and downs in a game like this.”

There already were lingering memories—of
the heart-wrenching moments in the seventh
inning, of the nail-biting rally in extra in-
nings, of a game snatched from defeat—that
the players swore they never doubted.

The winning run scored in the top of the
10th inning when Max Kreuter singled in
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Max Priest against Stuart South Fork. The
two played the longest championship game
since 1997.

“It was a little nerve-racking, but we have
so many bats in this lineup that we knew we
had a chance,” Kreuter said.

But this game was won with defense and
pitching.

The Falcons had a two-run lead then
watched it disappear when the Bulldogs
scored a run each in the third and fifth in-
nings to tie it.

In the seventh, South Fork (27-6) had run-
ners on first and third with no outs. The Fal-
cons walked the next runner to load the
bases.

At that point, Dunedin was desperate to
win—and keep its state title hopes from van-
ishing.

“We were on the edge of our seats at that
point,” Dunedin coach Tom Hilbert said.
“Our backs were against the wall. But we
were able to maintain our composure.’’

Slowly, the Falcons (26-6) found a way to
wiggle out of the jam.

Alex Norris, who came on in relief of Clay
Kollenbaum, got the first and only batter he
faced to ground out.

Jake Rogers came in next and got the next
two batters to strike out and fly out.

“It was just incredible to come out of that
the way we did,” Rogers said. ‘I had so much
adrenaline going.”

Beneath the noise, tension and pressure,
Rogers emerged more as a survivor than a
closer.

With so much at stake, Rogers knew he
couldn’t afford to make mistakes. He es-
caped unharmed, throwing 3% innings after
pitching just three before Thursday’s appear-
ance.

“Jake was just phenomenal,”” Hilbert said.
“It was a real gutsy performance.”’

It remained scoreless through the next
three innings.

Then the Falcons, after squandering so
many chances, made something happen in
the 10th. Priest led off the inning by drawing
a walk, then moved to second on a sacrifice
bunt by Mike Kumbat and advanced to third
on a wild pitch. Priest scored on Kreuter’s
single.

Rogers then finished things off. The mo-
ment Fisher caught the ball, Rogers sprung
off the mound, shook his fist, twirled in a
crazy leap and came down to earth knowing
he would be able to sleep.

“I think all of us are going to pass out on
the bus on the ride home,” Rogers said. ‘It
was such a draining game, so full of emo-
tions.

“But it was so worth it to win like this.”

————

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL CHRISTINE
ROLAND

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 2008

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, |
rise before you today to honor Christine Ro-
land, recently awarded the title of 2007—2008
Harford County Teacher of the Year. Mrs. Ro-
land has been a teacher with Harford County
Public Schools for five years, teaching Biology
and Forensic Science at Edgewood High
School.

Born and raised in Switzerland, Mrs. Roland
earned a degree in advertising and public rela-
tions and became fluent in three languages
before she moved to the United States. She
has since earned a bachelor's degree in Biol-
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ogy from Towson University, a Certification in
Education, and is currently working on her
master’s degree in Biology.

Thanks to her unique background and
teaching style, her bright, inviting classroom
and original lessons keep her students active
and engaged in the classroom. Using her
background in advertising, Mrs. Roland pack-
ages her lessons and activities in an appeal-
ing and creative way. Her enthusiastic teach-
ings inspire and motivate her students to put
effort into their work and truly absorb the class
material.

Mrs. Roland goes the extra mile when it
comes to helping her students succeed. Ap-
preciating that biology can be a difficult sub-
ject, Mrs. Roland acknowledges all student
achievement. She evaluates student under-
standing and provides immediate feedback.
Her students know that she will not move on
until there is a basic understanding of every
concept. The projects and activities she as-
signs are challenging and diverse so every
student can feel a sense of accomplishment.
Mrs. Roland makes herself available to stu-
dents and parents before and after school, as
well as through e-mail in the evenings should
a student need assistance with an assign-
ment.

Mrs. Roland is eager to attend relevant con-
ferences and meetings to enhance her profes-
sional development. She plays a major role on
the Technology Steering Committee and is ac-
tively involved in the curriculum writing for
many subjects. She initiated a new course in
forensic science for Harford County, received
approval and wrote the entire curriculum. The
course is now part of the county curriculum
and she is working on staff development for
the teachers.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join with me
today to honor Christine Roland in her accept-
ance of the 2007-2008 Harford County Teach-
er of the Year Award. Her legacy as a dedi-
cated, enthusiastic teacher will be forever re-
membered by the appreciative students who
walk through her classroom doors. It is with
great pride that | congratulate Christine Ro-
land on her exemplary career in education and
her outstanding performance at Edgewood
High School in Harford County.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JERRY WELLER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 2008

Mr. WELLER of lllinois. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to enter into the RECORD votes |
would have cast had | been present for rollcall
votes 388 through 390. | was absent on Mon-
day, June 9th, due to flight delays caused by
severe weather.

If | were present | would have voted, “yea”

on rollcall vote 388, “yea” on rollcall vote 389,
and “yea” on rollcall vote 390.

June 10, 2008

CELEBRATING HOW STANLEY
MICHELS GAVE NORTHERN MAN-
HATTAN A POWERFUL VOICE IN
CITY POLITICS

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 2008

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate a champion of environmental
health and a stellar legislator, Stanley Michels,
a 24-year New York City Council member
whose birthday we honor today. Three dec-
ades ago, he set for himself an ambitious
task: to render visible the invisible, to—as he
put it—"convince City Hall that there is life in
Manhattan above 96th Street.” A lifelong resi-
dent of northern Manhattan, he felt it impera-
tive that he and his neighbors in West Harlem,
in  Washington Heights, in Inwood, in
Morningside Heights, in Central Harlem, be
given a voice. After an illustrious career on the
Council, it's safe to say he has succeeded,
and then some. The litany of legislative
achievement attached to his name speaks to
his political and personal philosophies:
Prioritize the quality of life of everyday people.
Hold steadfast to the guiding principles of fair-
ness and pragmatism. And always, always
stand by those who need most defending.

An environmentalist at heart whose driving
motivation was consistently the health and
well-being of his constituency, Michels led the
charge for cleaner air and the protection of the
area’s water supply. He advanced a prece-
dent-setting law aiming to protect children
from lead poisoning in apartments. He spear-
headed an expansion of the city’s recycling
and waste-reduction programs, requiring the
weekly collection of recyclables and granting
the Council the power to approve the city’s
Solid Waste Management Plan. He railed
against smoking and excessive noise in public
places, limiting both in his time on the Council.

Two short months after the attacks of Sept.
11, he held the first public hearings on air
quality and the environmental impact of the
World Trade Center collapse. For nearly a
decade, he chaired the Committee on Environ-
mental Protection, early in his tenure bringing
together at-odds parties in the battle over the
city’s watershed and succeeded in creating
the dialogue that led to the Watershed Memo-
randum of Agreement, still effectively safe-
guarding the city’s water-supply system today.
A master of both policy and relationships, he
is as good at legislating as he is at bringing
people together.

He fought then—and continues to fight—for
the little guy. He required that there be public
hearings before annual increases to rent-sta-
bilized apartments. He was the motivating
force behind a provision that exempted sen-
iors from certain rent increases. He closed
loopholes in the deregulation of apartments,
allowed the city to foreclose on individual
properties in tax arrears, and eliminated the
parking garage surtax for Manhattan residents.

For a quarter of a century, he served tire-
lessly for the public. His home—too often for-
gotten, overlooked, disregarded—had finally a
voice in city government. And what a powerful
and distinct voice he gave them. He optimisti-
cally noted that his tenure sent the city a clear
message: that “no city agency can ignore us”
ever again.
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