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be a travesty to have our prized native hard-
woods effectively removed from new building
projects only to be substituted with materials
from foreign sources or less suitable alter-
native materials, often at higher costs.

The United States Government is required
under Federal law to undertake a nationwide
inventory of forest resources. The most recent
inventory published in 2007 by the U.S. Forest
Service and referred to as the “RPA Assess-
ment,” shows that hardwood growth has con-
sistently exceeded harvest for the last 50
years. Between 1953 and 2007, the volume of
U.S. hardwood growing stock has more than
doubled. This solid growth in America’s hard-
wood resource, coupled with the forest laws in
the United States, provide strong evidence of
good governance and efficient forest regula-
tions.

Specifically, | would ask that any green
building standard required by H.R. 3021 give
adequate consideration to a number of criteria:

First, forest certification requirements in-
cluded in green building standards still have
very low participation amongst U.S. hardwood
family forest owners. The vast majority of
American hardwoods are grown in the eastern
United States, where around 73 percent of
hardwood forest land is privately owned by
families whose ownership stretches back sev-
eral generations. There are approximately 4
million private forest owners in the U.S. with
an average parcel of land 50 acres in size
which may be harvested only a few times in
any generation of owners. When considering
green building legislation, | would ask that the
record reflect that we recognize the environ-
mental credentials of American hardwoods in
addition to any specific green building stand-
ards.

Second, a typical American hardwood mill
buys timber from approximately 1,800 forest
owners in a single year. Those set of forest
owners can differ completely from year to
year. The certification requirements that are
referenced in H.R. 3021 do not adequately ad-
dress the challenges hardwood manufacturers
face when working with thousands of owners
to in effect “prove” the origin of the wood. It
is understandable that finding certified hard-
wood is difficult at best. Any green building
legislation should not discriminate against this
proven renewable and viable resource in the
United States on the basis of certification chal-
lenges.

Lastly, any geographical limitations should
be broad enough to allow U.S. products man-
ufactured in one vicinity to be used in another
part of the country. | am proud of the many
Fifth District constituents who make products
such as flooring and wood trim for projects
throughout the world. Eastern or Midwestern
manufacturers should not be prohibited from
supplying their West Coast markets, nor vice
versa, due to arbitrary geographical limitations
put in place by green building requirements.
Hardwoods are a natural product and cannot
suddenly be produced in the proximity of the
target market.

It is my understanding that efforts are un-
derway to assure that hardwoods are given
full consideration in green building standards.
As we consider mandating these requirements
| urge that full consideration be given to these
needed adjustments and that no new school
construction project be forced to ignore one of
our vital, beautiful, environmentally beneficial,
and native material such as hardwoods.
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Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Dr. Jim Scanlon, of St. Jo-
seph, Missouri. Dr. Scanlon, who has served
as President of Missouri Western State Uni-
versity since 2001, will be retiring at the end
of June following a distinguished 30-year ca-
reer devoted to students in higher education.
Dr. Scanlon has been a great visionary for
Missouri Western State University and a fine
leader in building the University’s vision for the
future.

Dr. Scanlon leaves behind a number of ac-
complishments. Under his leadership, Missouri
Western attained University status and added
new master's programs in applied sciences
and applied arts. During his tenure three new
buildings were added to the campus, one
building currently under construction, one
building renovation and addition in the plan-
ning stages, a new university plaza and sev-
eral remodeled campus spaces for students.
Dr. Scanlon has also championed a regional
university plan, focusing Western’s resources
for both the good of the student as well as the
community and region.

Dr. Scanlon came to St. Joseph and Mis-
souri Western around the time | was first
elected to Congress. | have had the wonderful
opportunity to work with Dr. Scanlon on a
number of occasions, and | can attest to his
honesty, integrity, and vision. | know Dr. Scan-
lon’s leadership will truly be missed, but | am
very thankful for the time we were able to
share together, and wish him the best in his
future endeavors.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in recognizing Dr. Jim Scanlon, a true vi-
sionary and tremendous leader who dedicated
his career to higher education. | commend Dr.
Scanlon on an exceptional career, and | am
honored to serve him in the United States
Congress.

———

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT
OF POLICE CAPTAIN THOMAS G.
GIUGNI FROM THE FAIRFIELD
POLICE DEPARTMENT

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 9, 2008

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize Police Captain Thomas G. Giugni,
who faithfully served the residents of the cities
of Walnut Creek and Fairfield since 1978.

Prior to becoming a police officer, Captain
Giugni served as a civilian communications
dispatcher and clerk for the City of Fairfield.
Captain Giugni went on to work for the Walnut
Creek Police Department in 1978.

Captain Giugni served with the Walnut
Creek Police Department for 9 years before
returning to work with the Fairfield Police De-
partment. His work and dedication in patrol
and investigations allowed Captain Giugni to
become a field training officer in 1993. His
contributions, as well as his promise, led to his
promotion to police sergeant on January 20,
1995.
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Captain Giugni continued to serve as a
positive role model for his fellow officers in pa-
trol and investigations leading to his promotion
to police lieutenant on June 30, 2000. His
leadership success in this position led to
Giugni’s promotion to police captain on May 3,
2002.

Captain Guigni’s 31 years of law enforce-
ment service exemplify the many qualities of
great police officers. He is a loyal representa-
tive of the law enforcement community and
leader for both sworn and civilian employees
and he will always be remembered and ad-
mired for his hard work, dedication and impact
on our cities.

——
RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS
AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF

STEPHEN BARR DURING HIS
TENURE AS AN EDITOR AND RE-
PORTER

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 9, 2008

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Madam Speaker, |
would like to take this opportunity to recognize
the significant contributions of Stephen Barr,
noted columnist and journalist that paved the
way for today’s journalistic generation.

Throughout his career at the Washington
Post Stephen Barr has served as an anchor to
both the columnist writing community and the
avid readers of the newspaper. During his 20
years at the Washington Post he has worked
as an editor and reporter serving in the Metro
News, Style, National News, and the Column
departments of the newspaper.

In May 2000, he was selected as the Fed-
eral Diary Columnist after serving 7 years as
a national staff writer covering Federal man-
agement and personnel issues, “reinventing
government,” the U.S. Postal Service, vet-
erans” affairs, the congressional appropria-
tions process, and government technology
challenges, including the widely known Year
2000 computer glitch.

Steve Barr was born and raised in Nocona,
Texas, a 1967 graduate of Nocona High
School and a 1971 graduate of the University
of Texas at Austin where he received his
bachelor's degree in journalism. He also
served 2 years in the U.S. Army, including one
year with the 1st Infantry Division in Vietnam.

With deep appreciation and admiration for
his continued service, | thank Mr. Stephen
Barr and wish him the very best in his future
endeavors.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO HONOR ‘“‘GOLDEN
CIRCLE DAY”

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 9, 2008

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Bethany Baptist Church of
Brooklyn, its Pastor Dr. David A. Hampton,
first lady Hope Hampton and its congregants
in honor of “Golden Circle Day.”

Dr. David A. Hampton is the tenth Pastor-
elect of Bethany Baptist Church. Hailing from
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Indianapolis, Indiana, he is a former scholar
from Christian Theological Seminary in Indian-
apolis, where he graduated Summa Cum
laude. As described by his congregants, Pas-
tor Hampton is a dynamic speaker who can
reach and encourage persons of all ages. As
indicated by his receipt of numerous awards,
including the Martin Luther King Human Rights
Award, Pastor Hampton demonstrates im-
mense dedication and service to his
congregants and the Brooklyn community. He
has also been acknowledged by the Center of
Leadership Development for his outstanding
leadership skills.

Pastor Hampton is fortunate to have a
warm-hearted congregation composed of avid
Baptists. With his congregants’ strong faith
and his infallible ability to deliver inspiring
messages, Pastor Hampton has encouraged
members of Bethany Baptist to continue in
their faith and service to their community,
which establishes Bethany Baptist as an in-
valuable community resource. As such, the
commitments of Bethany Baptist Church and
its congregants transcend their faith and is de-
serving of due recognition.

Further, the members of Bethany Baptist
Church demonstrate devotion to their faith,
which is visible in their undying commitment to
remaining active members of the church for
over 50 years. In an effort to commemorate
their contributions, the church has planned
“Golden Circle Day,” which is dedicated to
honoring those who are a part of the es-
teemed “Golden Circle.” This is a tradition that
many look forward to because it offers a
chance to pay homage to members of the
Bethany Baptist Church family. In keeping with
the traditions, there will be a host of special
services slated for June 8, 2008 at Bethany
Baptist Church, located at 460 Marcus Garvey
Boulevard in Brooklyn, New York.

The following members are duly recognized
as members of Bethany Baptist Church’s
“Golden Circle.”

Marian Alexander; Annie Anderson; Charles
Allen; Margaret Allen; Norma Applewhite;
Virgie Baldwin; Bettie Barbour; Louise Barton;
Linda Bascombe; and Patricia Belk.

Gaither Bellamy; Josephine Blaizes; Daisy
L. Bryant; Essie M. Brooks; Helen Brown;
Mabel Burroughs; Phyllis M. Bynum; Mary
Carpenter; and Edith L. Carson.

Pearl Clarke; Wilbert Clarke; Adeline Clin-
ton; Darnley Crichlow; Barbara D. Crosby;
Lynda F. Dandridge; Louise Daniels; Gladys
C. Drake; Willie Edmond; and Ozie Edmond.

Gloria Ellis; Tommy Felton; Helen Fierce;
Ethel M. Folk; Frances Ford; Frances Frayer;
Maurice L. Fredericks; Winifred Fredericks;
Jusselyn James Gittens; Hyacinth Golden; and
Fredrick Gordon.

Katie Graham; Bernice Graves; lIris Hall;
Elizabeth Halyard; Malcolm Halyard; Richard
Harris, Sr.; Shirley Harris; Miriam C. Hassell;
Helen Hill; and Marcia Hill.

Alberta Holt; Willie Holt; Annie Hubbard;
Inez B. Hunt; J. Frank Hunt; Thomas O. Irby;
Amanda M. Jackson; Daniel Jackson; Donza
James-Frasier; and Jusselyn James-Gittens.

Mabel Jenkins; Joyce E. Jiggetts; Eddie
Johnson; Girlene Johnson; Alberta Jones;
Delores C. Jones; Evelyn P. Jones; Margaret
Jones-Chaplin; Kay B. Jordan; and Betty
Keith.

Rosa M. Key; Mabel Kellogg; Florence O.
King; Ronald King; Harriet H. Kinebrew; Wade
N. Lassiter; Lilie B. Lawrence; Jaynette
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Lawson-Jordan; Juanita Lewis; and Lauriano
Green.

Priscilla Lucas; Evelyn J. Lymus; Fannie
Marcus; Joseph F. Mariner; Willie Belle Mar-
iner; Norva T. S. Matthews; Clarence McDon-
ald; Joseph H. McDowere; Frances McDuffie;
and Eleanor Mcintosh.

Ruth McKie; Mona McLaughlin; Emma Mil-
ler; Arnold Neckles; Molly Neckles; Netty
Brown-Nembhard; Oswald Nembhard; Jac-
queline Norris; Dorothy Odle; Herbert
Oestricher; and Sidney Oestricher.

Jeff Palmer; Bertha Patton; Mildred Peoples;
Jasper E. Peyton; Mildred D. Pittman; Alfred
Porter; Fannie Porter; Benjamin Pugh; and
Earnest Randolph.

Evelyn Randolph; Juanita Randolph; Leona
Rhodes; Mary Alice Ridley; Dorothy Rudisel;
Rosa Sawyer; Helen Seaberry; Alberta Scott;
Janet Small; and Kittie Sneed.

Esther Smith; Dorothy Spain; Hazel R.
Speer; Sadie Stewart; Marie Sullivan; Ger-
trude Sumter; Mamie R. Thomas; Lula Turner;
Eleanor Warren; and Josephine Washington.

Frances Watkins; Virgie Whitaker; Doris Wil-
liams; Julia Williams; Teesdale P. Wilson; Jac-
queline Winstead; Patricia Wynn; and Ernest
Wynn.

————

HONORING REVEREND DR.
REGINALD FLYNN

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 9, 2008

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, | rise to day
to honor Reverend Dr. Reginald Flynn as he
is installed as the new pastor of Foss Avenue
Baptist Church. The Installation Service will
take place on Sunday, June 22nd, in my
hometown of Flint, Michigan.

Reverend Dr. Flynn was raised in the Flint
area, graduating from Beecher High School in
1984. He attended Kalamazoo Valley Commu-
nity College and served in the United States
Navy. After receiving his honorable discharge
he relocated to Columbia SC. He received his
bachelor of arts degree in political science
from the University of South Carolina. He was
the executive assistant at the United Way of
South Carolina. He was picked by the South
Carolina Department of Social Services and
the W.K. Kellogg Foundation to coordinate a
statewide faith-based foster care and adoption
program called South Carolina Families for
Kids and he went on to become the recruit-
ment director of the adoption advocacy pro-
gram, One Church, One Child of South Caro-
lina. He went on to work for IAP Worldwide
Services, an international emergency manage-
ment firm, and for Merck and Company. He is
the founder and president of CourTay Prop-
erties, LLC, a real estate investment company.

Pastor Flynn received his license to preach
the gospel from Reverend Dr. Charles B.
Jackson, Sr., at Brookland Baptist Church in
Columbia and earned his master of divinity de-
gree from Erskine Theological Seminary. He
was ordained by the Gethsemane Baptist As-
sociation and has completed pastoral assign-
ments at Beulah Baptist Church, and Temple
Zion Baptist Church. He was elected by his
colleagues to serve as vice president and prin-
cipal training instructor for the Mt. Hebron Pro-
gressive Association’s Congress of Christian
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Education. He has also served as the adjunct
professor of religious studies at Benedict Col-
lege. In December 2008 he will receive his
doctor of ministry degree in pastoral leader-
ship and Urban Studies from Columbia Inter-
national University, graduating with honors.
Married to First Lady Deloris Flynn, the couple
has two children, Courtney and Taylor.

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating Reverend Dr. Reginald Flynn as he
is installed as pastor of Foss Avenue Baptist
Church. The sacred and solemn Installation
Service is the joining of a pastor and con-
gregation to fulfill God’s holy will. May Pastor
Flynn and Foss Avenue Baptist Church serve
Our Lord, Jesus Christ, for many, many years
to come.

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT
OF POLICE LIEUTENANT MI-
CHAEL L. HILL FROM THE FAIR-
FIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 9, 2008

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize Police Lieutenant Michael L. Hill
who faithfully served the residents of the cities
of Los Angeles and Fairfield for 36 years.

Prior to becoming a police officer, Lieuten-
ant Hill served as a sleeper fireman with the
City of Fairfield beginning in 1974. He worked
in various civilian positions for the city before
becoming a sworn police officer on September
10, 1979. Lieutenant Hill began his work with
the Los Angeles Police Department in April
1982, before returning to the Fairfield Police
Department in May 1985.

Lieutenant Hill continued to demonstrate
loyalty and dedication to the department earn-
ing his promotion to Police Sergeant on Au-
gust 26, 1988. He served as an inspirational
leader for the personnel in Patrol, Investiga-
tions, Training and the Professional Standers
Unit. His commitment to this position resulted
in his being named Manager of the Year for
1996.

His years of service and leadership led to
his promotion to Acting Police Lieutenant on
May 3, 2002 and then to his formal appoint-
ment as Police Lieutenant on October 18,
2002.

Lieutenant Hill will always be remembered
and admired for his commitment to the com-
munity as well as his dedication as a leader.
He is a loyal representative of the law and has
made a lasting, positive impact on our cities.

THE ABILITYONE PROGRAM
HON. PAUL C. BROUN

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 9, 2008

Mr. BROWN of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
unemployment among people with disabilities
is a serious matter and one that is all too often
overlooked. Many Americans do not know the
depth of this crisis—only 35 percent of people
with disabilities are able to find jobs. Those
people with disabilities who are not as fortu-
nate are left to grapple with numerous obsta-
cles to work and are often not provided the
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