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But the deal leaves unresolved the ques-

tions that provoked the crisis in December 
2006. Those include Hezbollah’s weapons and 
Lebanon’s relations with Syria, which ended 
its 29-year military presence here in 2005 
after the assassination of former Prime Min-
ister Rafik Hariri. 

The divisive issue of cooperation with a 
United Nations tribunal to investigate 
Hariri’s murder and 10 other killings that 
followed also remains to be solved. Pro-gov-
ernment officials accuse Syria of involve-
ment in those assassinations. 

The governing coalition hailed the new 
pact as a fair compromise, as did officials in 
Syria, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and France. 

In Washington, the Bush administration 
portrayed the agreement as a good step. C. 
David Welch, the assistant secretary of state 
for Near Eastern affairs, said that the deal 
could make Syria’s eventual return to Leb-
anon impossible. He contended that the 
fighting had so damaged the images of 
Hezbollah and Syria as its backer that Leb-
anon’s Sunnis and Christians would not wel-
come Syria back. 

In the past, the United States has urged 
the government majority to take a firm 
stand in its conflict with the Hezbollah-led 
opposition. 

Many Lebanese voiced relief at the news 
that their country’s long political stalemate 
appeared to be over. Crowds flooded happily 
into the usually empty downtown on a warm 
afternoon, and many shops that had been 
closed for more than a year were reopening. 
The tents where opposition members had 
camped out for 18 months were slowly being 
dismantled, with people packing their gear 
into pickup trucks. 

‘‘We came here to celebrate; it’s a dream 
coming true,’’ said Chadi Ahmadieh, 32, who 
works at Solidere, the company that rebuilt 
the downtown area. But he added: ‘‘This so-
lution is like a shot of anesthesia that will 
at least get us through the summer. There 
are still differences over many issues.’’ 

The agreement was announced as Israel ac-
knowledged that it was involved in indirect 
talks on a possible peace deal with Syria bro-
kered by Turkey. That fueled speculation 
that the two developments were linked, 
though officials involved in the Doha talks 
said they knew of no connection. 

But some analysts said Hezbollah’s deci-
sion to assert itself militarily this month 
might have been partly based on a calcula-
tion that it could be endangered by a deal be-
tween Israel, its nemesis, and Syria, its 
backer. 

‘‘Hezbollah’s decision to use force might 
have been partly motivated by a fear that 
Syria and Israel were going to make peace, 
and that it had to consolidate its power in 
Lebanon before that happened,’’ said Paul 
Salem, the director of the Carnegie Middle 
East Center in Beirut. 

The agreement in Doha provides for a gov-
ernment of 16 cabinet seats for the governing 
majority, 11 for the opposition and 3 to be 
nominated by the new president. That will 
allow the opposition to veto cabinet deci-
sions, a demand the governing coalition re-
fused to accept until now. 

Heated last-minute negotiations over how 
to reshape Lebanon’s electoral districting 
system which will significantly influence 
power-sharing after the 2009 parliamentary 
elections led to a compromise that divides 
the country into smaller districts, allowing 
for more equal representation of its various 
sects. 

Several Lebanese government officials said 
they felt they had no choice but to accept 
the deal. Although their side has long had 
strong verbal support from the United States 
and Saudi Arabia, they appeared to have 
overplayed their hand earlier this month 

when they challenged Hezbollah’s private 
telecommunications network and its control 
over the Beirut airport. 

Hezbollah’s leader, Sheik Hassan 
Nasrallah, declared those government deci-
sions an act of war, and the group sent its 
fighters and their allies into the streets on 
May 7. Within a day, the Shiite group had 
seized most of west Beirut. The violence con-
tinued in northern and eastern Lebanon, 
leaving at least 62 people dead and threat-
ening to push the country into an open war. 
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DUNCAN HUNTER NATIONAL DE-
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FISCAL YEAR 2009 
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HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 3, 2008 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5658) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2009 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense, 
to prescribe military personnel strengths for 
fiscal year 2009, and for other purposes: 

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Chairman, this amendment 
is very simple. Essentially, it suggests a small 
step DOD can take to make itself more energy 
efficient. The amendment requires the Sec-
retary of Defense to conduct a study reviewing 
DOD’s policies concerning the sale and dis-
posal of used motor vehicle lubricating oil. The 
report will include an evaluation of the feasi-
bility of implementing policies to require closed 
loop recycling of used oil as a means of re-
ducing total indirect energy usage and green-
house gas emissions. 

And to the extent that the report finds that 
closed loop recycling can reduce total indirect 
energy usage and decrease greenhouse gas 
emissions without significant increase in over-
all cost to DOD, it asks the Secretary to imple-
ment closed loop recycling of used oil when 
feasible. 

Re-refining, or recycling, allows used oil that 
would otherwise be burned or dumped to be 
refined again and used for its originally in-
tended purpose, just as when it was virgin oil. 
According to the American Petroleum Institute, 
re-refining used lubricating oil takes from 50 to 
85 percent less energy than refining crude oil. 
Re-refined oil meets industry standards for 
use in vehicles. And according to a July 2006 
report by the Department of Energy, ‘‘trans-
forming all used oil that is currently combusted 
into lube oil products could save 63 million 
gallons of fuel oil equivalent per year.’’ 

Through closed loop recycling, DOD would 
buy re-refined oil for use in its vehicles, sell 
their used oil back to re-refiners to be recy-
cled, and then continue the cycle. 

I should also note that nothing in this 
amendment changes or affects the Solid 
Waste Disposal Act or any other Federal or 
State environmental law, or the obligation of 
any person to comply with that law. 

This amendment is a win-win. By recycling 
used motor oil, DOD decreases its reliance on 
our adversaries to keep its vehicles running. 
DOD conserves energy by extending the life 
of a nonrenewable resource. And greenhouse 
gas emissions are decreased. 

DOD already uses some re-refined oil and it 
even has a closed loop re-refined oil program. 

Expanding these programs is one small way 
the military can reduce its overall reliance on 
foreign oil. As the largest single consumer of 
energy in the United States, it is a step that 
I believe DOD should consider taking. 
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IN HONOR OF KEN LIVINGSTONE 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 3, 2008 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Ken Livingstone, former 
Mayor of London, and in recognition of his 
outstanding leadership, vision and advocacy 
on behalf of the many diverse communities 
that make up London’s social fabric. 

Ken Livingstone carries with him a rich his-
tory of public service and advocacy in Eng-
land. Mayor Livingstone was born in Lambeth, 
London, England, in 1945. He began his polit-
ical career in 1973 when he became a Labour 
member of the Greater London Council (GLC). 
While serving as leader of the GLC from 1981 
to 1986, Mr. Livingstone fought against dis-
crimination, and in 1985, sat beside Jesse 
Jackson at an Anti-Apartheid rally. In 1987, 
following his career as leader of the GLC, Mr. 
Livingstone served as the Labour Member of 
Parliament for Brent East for 14 years. 

In 2000, Mr. Livingstone was elected as the 
Mayor of London, the first person to hold this 
office and he would serve in that position until 
May 2008. As the first Mayor of London, a 
truly international city that attracts people from 
all over the world, he continued his legacy of 
challenging all forms of discrimination and of 
fostering multiculturalism. He enthusiastically 
celebrated London’s multiculturalism by 
hosting several city wide events, such as a 
Hanukkah ceremony at City Hall. He also hon-
ored the contributions of England’s Irish com-
munity by hosting a Saint Patrick’s Day fes-
tival and celebrated the end of Ramadan with 
London’s Muslim community by hosting the 
‘‘Eid in Traflagar’’ event. 

During the June 2005 London bombings, he 
demonstrated his leadership by initiating sev-
eral campaigns dedicated to fostering inter- 
cultural understanding and united London’s 
unique and diverse social fabric. Mr. Living-
stone is also the author of two books, If Voting 
Changed Anything They’d Abolish It and Liv-
ingstone’s Labour. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor of former Mayor Livingstone as a 
champion of human and civil rights and in rec-
ognition of his leadership and advocacy on be-
half of London’s diverse communities. 
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HONORING PARKER CHRISTIAN 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 3, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Parker Christian of Glad-
stone, Missouri. Parker is a very special young 
man who has exemplified the finest qualities 
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
1354, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 
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Parker has been very active with his troop, 

participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Parker has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Parker Christian for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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DUNCAN HUNTER NATIONAL DE-
FENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 21, 2008 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5658) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2009 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense, 
to prescribe military personnel strengths for 
fiscal year 2009, and for other purposes: 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Chairman, Chairman 
SKELTON and Ranking Republican HUNTER, I 
rise in support of my Amendment to H.R. 
5658, the Duncan Hunter National Defense 
Authorization Act of 2009 which has been in-
cluded as part of an en bloc amendment. My 
Amendment requires the Secretary of Defense 
to conduct a study to identify the mental 
health risks associated with the performance 
of individual military duties. This assessment 
will recognize cases of suicide by military oc-
cupation, and identify military occupations with 
a high incidence of suicide. More importantly 
the study shall suggest additional suicide pre-
vention programs specific to military occupa-
tions with higher risk. 

To my knowledge, the issue of differing sui-
cide risks amongst military occupations has 
not been studied in any great depth. Colonel 
Michael Bartley of Nellis Air Force Base and 
Colonel Chris Chambliss of Creech Air Force 
Base have highlighted for me the unique men-
tal health challenges that members of our mili-
tary face who are on the front lines of the 
Global War on Terror, but located here in the 
States. The State of Nevada is home to 
Creech Air Force Base which serves as the 
premier host for MQ–1 Predators and MQ–9 
Reapers Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs). 

The operator of a UAV fleet is truly at the 
forefront of the Global War on Terror. I am 
greatly concerned that some military occupa-
tions, such as UAV operators, may suffer from 
chronic mental health disorders such as Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) due to 
stress and fatigue. I feel these soldiers may 
not receive the same level of emotional sup-
port from their peers that they would receive 
if they were located overseas. Rather, they re-
turn to their families and civilian society with-
out the appropriate outlet for dealing with the 
emotional tolls of their duties. 

It is my hope that the Secretary of Defense 
will continue to address the pressing matter of 
the mental health strains inflicted upon our ac-
tive duty service men and women. This study 
will help us begin to understand how the new 
technologies that allow us to wage wars more 

effectively, bring about unforeseen complica-
tions for the service men and women who vol-
unteer to serve our Nation. I encourage my 
colleagues to support this common sense 
amendment that will provide the mental health 
services needed by the 21st Century war fight-
er. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 3, 2008 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 
353 I was unvoidably detained and missed 
rollcall vote No. 353. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
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CONGRATULATING ARCADIA UNI-
VERSITY ON THE OCCASION OF 
THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY OF ITS 
STUDY ABROAD PROGRAM 

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 3, 2008 

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Arcadia University on 
the occasion of the 60th anniversary of its 
successful Study Abroad Program. 

In the summer of 1948, Jack Wallace, a 
newly hired economics instructor, and his wife, 
Betty Jean set sail from New York with 17 
Beaver College (now Arcadia University) stu-
dents, hoping to study the economic effects of 
World War II and the post-war rebuilding ef-
forts in Europe. They arrived in Southampton 
and purchased used Royal Air Force surplus 
bicycles. After traveling around England, they 
crossed the Channel and continued biking 
through Belgium and France, ending their 
eight-week sojourn in Paris. Such faculty-led 
summer study voyages to Europe continued 
for several years. 

In the 1960s, the university began offering 
access to its study abroad programs during 
the regular semester at City of London Col-
lege to students from other colleges. ‘‘Full 
credit for work done in England was readily 
accepted by Beaver College for each partici-
pant,’’ notes the University history, ‘‘and an in-
stitution was born-the Beaver College Center 
for Education Abroad.’’ Accredited accounting 
for course credits remains a cornerstone of Ar-
cadia’s Center for Education Abroad today, 
along with a worldwide network of professional 
employees, including in-country staff in host 
countries that support students while they are 
abroad. 

This year, Jerry Greiner, Arcadia’s Presi-
dent, will commemorate that landmark trip’s 
60th Anniversary in July 2008. In addition, the 
University will introduce a new curriculum that 
emphasizes multi-cultural experience and re-
flection. In addition to the hundreds of Arcadia 
students who study abroad each year, the 
Center now serves 3,000 students a year from 
more than 300 colleges and universities. And 
what began at City of London College is now 
a menu of more than 100 programs around 
the world, expanding recently to Africa, to 
China and soon to India. 

I commend Arcadia University for providing 
opportunities for young leaders to learn about 
the world and connect with students in other 
countries and I congratulate the University on 
reaching the 60th anniversary of its nationally 
acclaimed international program. 
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TRIBUTE TO STAFF SERGEANT 
PRINCEY GEORGE PINDER 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 3, 2008 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to honor an American soldier who 
served 1 year in Iraq at Camps Ramadi and 
Fallujah while on a mission to look for road-
side bombs. Army SSG Princey George 
Pinder’s unit was hit four times, and miracu-
lously they all survived the impact. 

Born in Nassau, Bahamas, SSG Pinder is 
the fifth child born to Viola Pinder and Frank 
Greene. He graduated from A.F. Adderley 
High School and went on to be enlisted in the 
Royal Bahamas Police force in 1983, where 
he received an honorable discharge in 1994. 
He continued his higher education and re-
ceived an associate degree from Miami Dade 
College, bachelor’s degree in Christian edu-
cation and is currently pursuing a bachelor’s 
degree in criminal justice from Florida Inter-
national University. He holds various leader-
ship training certificates from the U.S. Army as 
a combat engineer. 

For over 18 years SSG Pinder has served 
as the co-founder and senior pastor of Baruch 
Christian Fellowship Ministries, Inc. in Miami- 
Dade County. He has also served as vice- 
president director of a juvenile delinquency 
and ex-offender mentorship program named 
Destiny Image Review Network for 14 years, 
as well as co-founder of Baruch Leadership 
Training Academy. 

SSG Pinder enlisted in the Army in January 
1997, and was deployed to Iraq in March 
2003. His second deployment took place in 
May 2007. SSG Pinder currently serves as a 
reservist army staff sergeant in Camps 
Ramadi and Fallujah, Iraq with the 841st 
Charlie Company from Perrine, Florida. Upon 
return he will continue his employment as a 
motor compliance officer with the Florida De-
partment of Transportation. 

Madam Speaker, SSG Princey George 
Pinder represents the best our Nation has to 
offer. He volunteered to serve our Nation in 
uniform and to protect our freedom and liberty. 
For this, his family, friends and loved ones 
know that this Congress will always remember 
his bravery and commitment in battle. 
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TRIBUTE TO SUMMIT FIRE 
VICTIMS 

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 3, 2008 

Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to express my condolences to those affected 
by the Summit Fire in the Santa Cruz Moun-
tains on the Santa Clara/Santa Cruz County 
line, which thankfully has not claimed lives, 
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