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‘‘Most states fail to require that the jury be 

instructed that it may impose a life sentence if 
a juror does not believe that the defendant 
should receive the death penalty’’; 

‘‘Every state studied appears to have signifi-
cant racial disparities in its capital system, par-
ticularly those associated with the race of the 
victim’’; and 

‘‘States do not formally commute a death 
sentence upon a finding that the inmate is in-
competent to proceed on factual matters re-
quiring the inmate’s input’’. 

As illustrated by this small sampling, these 
injustices are so grave, Madam Speaker, that 
the ABA—an organization normally silent in 
regards to the death penalty—has called for a 
nationwide moratorium. 

Madam Speaker, in light of such regular oc-
currences of injustice in our system, it is im-
portant now more than ever to celebrate the 
work of individuals who are correcting the ills 
in our judicial system. 

I encourage my colleagues to join me in be-
stowing upon Barry C. Scheck and Peter J. 
Neufeld the Congressional Gold Medal. Their 
work to ensure that we, as a country, remain 
a nation devoted still to ‘‘truth, justice, and the 
American way’’ is admirable and must be rec-
ognized. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE BIRTH AND 
LIFE OF FATHER D’AGOSTINO 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORONIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 29, 2008 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to commemorate the an-
niversary of the birth of Father Angelo 
D’Agostino, SJ, MD. Father D’Ag, as he was 
called by all who knew and loved him, was 
born on January 26, 1926 in Providence, 
Rhode Island. Unfortunately, Father D’Ag was 
taken from us in 2006. However, his birth is a 
cause for continued celebration as he was a 
living testament to the principle that one per-
son can indeed make a difference. 

I have met many wonderful and inspiring 
people in my years of service in Congress, but 
there was clearly something very special 
about Father D’Ag, and I feel honored and, 
frankly, lucky to have had the opportunity to 
meet him in Kenya and in Washington. He 
made a lasting impression on me, just as he 
did on so many others throughout the world. 

In 1992, at a time in Africa when so many 
lives were lost to the scourge of AIDS, Father 
D’Ag set up the first facility in Kenya to care 
for HIV infected children known as Nyumbani, 
Swahili for ‘‘home’’. These children were or-
phaned by the loss of a parent from the same 
affliction or who were abandoned by parents 
who could not or would not care for an HIV- 
positive child. His first three children soon 
blossomed into a community of children, but 
they were dying at an alarming rate. Through 
strong perseverance and advocacy on behalf 
of the children, Father D’Ag battled the drug 
companies for affordable anti-retroviral medi-
cines. He also battled the Kenyan government 
to allow the children into the public primary 
schools. 

Ultimate success on both fronts enabled him 
to manage the virus and start to chip away at 
the societal HIV stigma against these precious 

children. As a result, Nyumbani was trans-
formed from a hospice into a program that 
nurtured the children’s growth and develop-
ment, thanks to the painstaking care and love 
that he and his staff gave to these kids. 
Nyumbani today has 107 bright children with 
loving hearts, beautiful smiles, and boundless 
energy on the soccer field. 

Despite this monumental accomplishment at 
Nyumbani, Father D’Ag did not rest after pro-
viding a home for HIV-positive children without 
parents. He went on to develop another pro-
gram: Lea Toto, Swahili for ‘‘to raise the 
child’’, to provide medical care and nutrition to 
HIV-positive children who have parents but 
live in poverty in the many slums in and 
around Nairobi. Today there are approximately 
2,500 people who benefit from this community 
outreach program and stand a chance to sur-
vive under extreme hardship because of Fa-
ther D’Ag. 

However, Father D’Ag was not done. After 
reading the stories about abandoned street 
children that had been slain by police, Father 
D’Ag felt a need to expand his reach and pro-
tect the ever burgeoning number of street chil-
dren in Kenya. He designed an additional pro-
gram, one that pairs children and the elderly, 
the two groups most vulnerable to the ravages 
of the HIV/AIDS pandemic. Father D’Ag de-
signed this program in his mind, and through 
his perseverance and guile acquired a tract of 
land in Kitui that became his beloved 
Nyumbani Village. In this eco-friendly, self- 
sustaining village the grandparents care for 
their own grandchildren as well as other needy 
children in a house with a garden, access to 
the village school, and training in one of the 
many income-generating projects. While this 
village is still a work in progress, it already has 
258 residents, 29 grandparents, and 229 chil-
dren, with a capacity of 1,000 residents. 

These achievements by Father D’Ag should 
serve as an inspiration to us all. He changed 
the world one child at a time, and he ex-
panded his reach to do so much for so many 
people who are in desperate need of food, 
medical care and love. Even though he has 
departed from this world, he has left behind an 
enduring legacy through his programs for chil-
dren. His passion and commitment are carried 
on through his incredible disciple and partner, 
Sister Mary Owens, who continues his work. 
She is joined by many other dedicated staff 
members and volunteers who will continue to 
nurture and protect Father D’Ag’s children. No 
one can visit Nyumbani without being changed 
forever. 

Today, Kenya, the home of Father D’Ag’s 
work, is facing unusually difficult civil discord. 
This recent civil unrest reminds us how fragile 
life can be in a nation where so many people 
live in such quiet desperation. Hopefully, these 
tribal divisions will soon be healed. In the 
meantime, we must stop and take a moment 
to reflect upon one man—a Jesuit priest and 
medical doctor—who put his heart, soul and 
life into caring for those who could not care for 
themselves. It is an honor to rise today and 
call on all of my colleagues and people around 
the world to join in celebrating the great for-
tune that the birth and life of Father 
D’Agostino was for the children of Kenya and 
each of us who had the opportunity to know 
him. 

Happy Birthday, Father D’Ag, and thank you 
for your enduring contributions. 

HONORING HURON HUMANE 
SOCIETY 

HON. BART STUPAK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 29, 2008 

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the Huron Humane Society (HHS) in 
Alpena, Michigan, on its 25th anniversary this 
year. HHS is a nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to caring for the homeless dogs and 
cats of Alpena County. On any given day, the 
shelter is charged with caring for more than 20 
dogs and more than 80 cats. With a maximum 
capacity of 120 animals, the shelter often 
houses closer to 150. With so many urgent 
needs in our local communities, our pets are 
often overlooked. The Huron Humane Society 
is making sure the welfare of four-legged 
friends, considered family to many, is not 
overlooked. 

The Huron Humane Society has been pro-
viding a valuable service to Alpena and the 
surrounding communities for more than a 
quarter century. HHS is a no-kill shelter and 
works to heal and rehabilitate the pets that 
come through its doors. While HHS cooper-
ates with local governments to provide serv-
ices to the surrounding city, township and 
county, it relies mostly on private donations to 
keep the doors open. Fundraisers, grants and 
donations account for more than 85 percent of 
its budget. And even with limited resources, 
the shelter continues to put the animals it 
cares for first. 

The Huron Humane Society provides a full 
range of services to help keep animals in 
homes and rehabilitate those animals that 
come to the shelter. The shelter serves as 
safe haven for stray animals, and provides a 
service for the residents of the community by 
making sure all animals that come through its 
doors are properly vaccinated. HHS provides 
shelter for stray and lost pets, rehabilitates 
those that are ill or injured, and ultimately lo-
cates suitable homes for those pets. The 
Huron Humane Society promotes a public 
education program, urging individuals to spay 
and neuter their pets, helping to reduce the 
number of unwanted animals in the commu-
nity. HHS also offer valuable training to pet 
owners on properly caring for their pets, and 
offers a microchipping service to the commu-
nity to aid in locating pets should they become 
lost. 

The shelter manages to accomplish this 
great work with a full-time staff of three and 
three additional part-time employees. While 
the shelter also receives assistance from 
those required to perform community service 
and local inmates, it is the community volun-
teers that provide the additional labor to keep 
the Huron Humane Society running. 

This coming weekend, the Huron Humane 
Society will hold its 25th Anniversary Gala. 
One year ago, this annual event raised more 
than $15,000. More than 200 people opened 
up their checkbooks to help the shelter con-
tinue to provide its valuable service to the 
community. Especially as we see story after 
story in the news of helpless animals being 
abused and mistreated, it is important every 
community have its own Huron Humane Soci-
ety to look out for the animals that can’t look 
out for themselves. 

Madam Speaker, as the Huron Humane So-
ciety celebrates its 25th anniversary, I ask that 
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you and the entire U.S. House of Representa-
tives join with me in recognizing the valuable 
contribution the shelter, its staff and volunteers 
make to Alpena County. Please join with and 
the people of Alpena County, Michigan in con-
gratulating the Huron Humane Society on a 
job well done and best wishes for the future. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE NATIONAL 
GEOLOGIC MAPPING REAUTHOR-
IZATION ACT OF 2008 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 29, 2008 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, today I am 
proud to be joined by the Chairman of the 
Natural Resources Committee, Mr. RAHALL of 
West Virginia, in introducing the National Geo-
logic Mapping Reauthorization Act of 2008, 
which would reauthorize the National Cooper-
ative Geologic Mapping Program, a critically 
important initiative that was created by the 
Geologic Mapping Act of 1992, originally spon-
sored by Chairman RAHALL. 

The importance of geologic maps to our so-
ciety is not very well known by the general 
public, but it is hard to overstate. Geologic 
maps help us build highways, safeguard drink-
ing water, prepare for disasters, protect wild-
life, discover precious minerals, locate the 
fuels that power our society, and much more. 

Geologic maps are particularly essential for 
my own home State. Californians face more 
geologic hazards than almost anyone else in 
the country. Over 25 million people live in the 
State’s tectonically active regions near the 
coast, where earthquakes are only one of a 
multitude of geologic threats. Landslides, 
floods, hazardous minerals, and tsunamis are 
some of the other dangers that come with liv-
ing in one of the most seismically active and 
geologically diverse states in the nation. 

The STATEMAP component of the National 
Cooperative Geologic Mapping Program has 
provided over $2.5 million to California, 
matched by over $2.6 million from the State, 
to create highly precise geologic maps that 
are being used by the California Geological 
Survey’s Seismic Hazard Mapping Program to 
identify areas that are most prone to lique-
faction or landslides during earthquakes. This 
information allows communities to require 
stronger building codes in areas that are more 
susceptible to these hazards, or to avoid them 
altogether. 

In addition, the maps created through 
STATEMAP provide information about the lo-
cation of California’s abundant supply of oil, 
natural gas, and valuable minerals, and have 
also been used to support water management 
decision-making around Lake Tahoe. 

California is, of course, not the only State 
that benefits from the National Cooperative 
Geologic Mapping Program. Since the pro-
gram’s inception, 49 States, plus Puerto Rico, 
have matched nearly $70 million in 
STATEMAP funds to help produce over 7,500 
new geologic maps. Despite this effort, only 
about 25 percent of the Nation has been 
mapped at a precision that provides the max-
imum benefits. And only 2 percent of Cali-

fornia has been mapped under the 
STATEMAP program. 

There are two additional components to the 
National Cooperative Geologic Mapping Pro-
gram: the FEDMAP component, which is run 
by the United States Geological Survey and 
carries out geologic mapping according to pri-
orities developed by a Federal advisory com-
mittee, and the EDMAP component, which has 
provided millions of dollars to help train over 
600 students at 131 universities across the 
Nation. According to the Department of the In-
terior, the vast majority of those students re-
ceiving EDMAP grants continued in the geo-
sciences, indicating that this program is truly 
helping to train the next generation of geolo-
gists. 

A reauthorization of the National Coopera-
tive Geologic Mapping Program is necessary 
in order to continue to move the goals of the 
program forward, to build on the momentum of 
the previous 16 years, and to provide com-
prehensive geologic mapping of the entire 
country. The program has been reauthorized 
with broad bipartisan support in 1997 and 
1999, and a similar bill introduced in the 109th 
Congress received the endorsement of the ad-
ministration and passed the House on a voice 
vote. I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this legislation, and moving forward 
quickly toward reauthorizing this essential pro-
gram. 

f 

HONORING HRANT DINK 

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 29, 2008 

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, this month we 
remember the one-year anniversary of the 
tragic death of Hrant Dink, a prominent Turk-
ish-Armenian intellectual and human rights ad-
vocate. Dink fought tirelessly to engage the 
Turkish community in open discussions of the 
many injustices suffered by Armenians, begin-
ning with the Genocide of 1915. As a mentor 
and a hero, his tragic death shook the lives of 
many around the world. 

Dink’s tireless efforts and strong conviction 
to educate the citizens of Turkey, and his 
writings of the Armenian Genocide led to a 6- 
month jail sentence in October 2005. He advo-
cated for justice, and wrote with a conscience, 
all despite daily threats to his life. Hrant Dink 
was killed because he was a courageous jour-
nalist and continued to write his columns in 
hopes of getting rid of the ignorance that ex-
ists in Turkey. On the one-year anniversary of 
his death we remember Dink’s message of lib-
erty, civility, truth and bridge-building. In Dink’s 
memory, I have joined my House colleagues 
in recognizing the Armenian Genocide of 
1915. 

It is my hope that Turkey will repeal the ar-
bitrary statute, which makes it a crime to ‘‘in-
sult Turkishness.’’ Turkey claims to be a sec-
ular state with free elections, yet it clearly 
lacks the chief principle of a democratic na-
tion: freedom of the press. The death of Hrant 
Dink is a tragedy that was fueled by injustice, 
and I strongly urge Turkey to abolish this ca-
pricious and dated statute. 

I express my condolences to the family and 
colleagues of Hrant Dink. As we recall him in 

life, and mourn his tragic death, we renew our 
commitment to work towards advancing the 
ideals and values, for which he so passion-
ately stood. 
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IN TRIBUTE TO GUAM POLICE 
OFFICER FRANKIE E. SMITH 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 29, 2008 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to join the people of Guam in mourning 
the loss of one of Guam’s finest in a sense-
less hit and run. On the night of December 30, 
2007, Guam Police Officer Frankie E. Smith 
was on his police motorcycle responding to a 
911 call for police assistance when he was fa-
tally struck by a drunken driver. I rise to honor 
and pay tribute to Officer Frankie E. Smith, 
and all law enforcement personnel on Guam 
and throughout our country, who have paid 
the ultimate sacrifice while serving and pro-
tecting our communities. 

Officer Frankie E. Smith, a young man of 35 
years, was born on August 30, 1972, attended 
the public schools of Guam and graduated 
from the 1st Guam Community College Basic 
Law Enforcement Academy in 1997. He imme-
diately began his career in service to his com-
munity in the aftermath of the devastation of 
Supertyphoon Paka. But even before the com-
pletion of his police training, his service to his 
people and his country began as a citizen sol-
dier of the United States Army and Air Force 
Reserves. ‘‘Smitty’’ wanted to become the 
best police officer he could be, and this moti-
vated him to seek out and complete extensive 
training in various areas of law enforcement, 
including crime scene investigation, respond-
ing to terrorist threats, and detection of illegal 
substances. His desire for greater knowledge 
and skills was answered through intensive 
training with various local and Federal law en-
forcement agencies, including the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice, and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Officer Smith’s tenacity as a police officer 
was instrumental in solving numerous crimes 
against property and violent crimes against in-
dividuals, in the apprehension and arrest of 
their perpetrators, and in the recovery of evi-
dence leading to convictions. His skills and 
motivation as an officer of the law were recog-
nized and commended on numerous occa-
sions by the leadership of the Guam Police 
Department and the Governor of Guam. His 
resolve and determination to serve the public 
and protect our community will be sorely 
missed by his fellow officers and the citizens 
of Guam, but his memory will always serve as 
motivation to those who served with him and 
to those who will follow. 

On behalf of the people of Guam I extend 
our sincere condolences and heartfelt sym-
pathy to his wife Tishawnna Hernandez Smith, 
daughters, Tamara Perez and Kae’Ana Jus-
tine Smith, to his parents, Frank Borja and 
Teresita Fejeran Smith, and to his fellow 
brothers and sisters in uniform, the officers in 
the Guam Police Department. 
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