May 22, 2008

Description of Request: Provide directed
funding of $7.836 million to complete construc-
tion of the Readiness Center Phase 3—Lon-
don Joint Support Operations Center located
in Laurel County, Kentucky. Of this amount,
$646,200 is scheduled for design cost and
$208,000 is for supervision, inspection, and
overhead costs. This third and final phase of
construction will include administrative space,
aircraft hangar space, and paving for hangar
aprons, taxi ways, and aircraft parking. Aircraft
will include various fixed wing aircraft and heli-
copters, OH-58s, UH-60s, and a C-130. The
project is required to fully house the Joint Sup-
port Operations equipment and personnel in
one facility located in the vicinity of operations.
Currently the operation is spread over several
facilities approximately 100 miles apart. At the
conclusion of this project, the unit will be able
to respond quicker and in a much more effi-
cient manner which will allow a greater return
on investment funds spent on the operation.

————

HONORING WALLACE CARDEN,
WORLD WAR II VETERAN AND
SURVIVOR OF THE NAZI BERGA
POW CAMP

HON. SPENCER BACHUS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 21, 2008

Mr. BACHUS. Madam Speaker, on Memo-
rial Day 2008, let us take time to reflect on the
courage and indomitable will of a special
group of World War |l veterans: the survivors
of the Berga POW camp.

Wallace Carden of Vestavia Hills in Ala-
bama’s Sixth District was one of the soldiers
imprisoned in a cruel camp that simulta-
neously showed the worst of man’s inhu-
manity—and the transcendent ability of the
human spirit to endure and ultimately triumph.

Berga was a German concentration camp.
Three hundred and fifty American soldiers
were sent there after being captured during
the Battle of the Bulge. Some were exiled
there because they were Jewish. Wallace
Carden, then just 19 years old, was detained
simply because Nazi officers thought he
looked Jewish.

The soldiers were ill-fed, heavily worked,
and badly beaten; some were even killed. By
day, they were forced to dig underground tun-
nels for weapons factories; by night, they shiv-
ered in squalid conditions, emaciated from
hunger. But confronted with such inhumanity,
these American soldiers persevered. They
gave each other support, equally shared what
little food they had, held faith in their country
and God, and never allowed their spirit to be
consumed by the evil and hate surrounding
them.

Though physically separated from their
brothers on the battlefield, the Berga soldiers
honored America with their determination and
will to survive. In the decades since, Wallace
Carden and his fellow soldiers have provided
important personal testimonials about Nazi
brutality and prejudice, so that succeeding
generations never forget the Holocaust and
fully appreciate what it took for freedom to tri-
umph during World War I1.

Congressional Resolution H. Res. 883 right-
ly recognizes the service and sacrifice of the
U.S. soldiers imprisoned at Berga, and | am a
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proud cosponsor. Their story is an integral
part of the history of World War II, and their
conduct under the most extreme and trying
conditions an enormous credit to themselves
and their country.

For my part, | want to thank Wallace Carden
for his service to his community and country.
Alabama is proud of him, and it is appropriate
that on this Memorial Day recognition is being
bestowed on Mr. Carden as well as an entire
group of American soldiers whose soaring
spirit should continue to inspire all of us.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 21, 2008

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, | was not
present on May 20, 2008. Had | been present,
| would have voted “yea” on the following roll-
call votes: rollcall No. 331, rollcall No. 332,
rollcall No. 333, rollcall No. 334, rolicall No.
335, rollcall No. 336, rollcall No. 337.

———

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
AMENDING THE FEDERAL CHAR-
TER OF THE GOLD STAR WIVES

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 21, 2008

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to introduce legislation that will
amend the Federal charter of the Gold Star
Wives of America to allow their officers to fully
participate in the legislative process. This is a
change that is long overdue and releases
these advocates from the unnecessary and
likely unconstitutional restraints in their char-
ter.

The Gold Star Wives have a long and sto-
ried history of advocacy on behalf of the fami-
lies of our Nation’s fallen heroes. From World
War Il through today’s current conflicts, these
military widows and widowers have shaped
the perception we have about families’ strug-
gle after the death of a loved one in military
service. In doing so, they have risen from
humble beginnings to become a force on Cap-
itol Hill. Today there are more than 60 chap-
ters nationwide that count more than 10,000
widows and widowers as their members.

The Gold Star Wives are hardly an idle
group, winning key legislative victories to rein-
state benefits for those whose second
spouses have died, and improve medical and
education benefits for survivors. They have
consistently fought for and won increases in
dependency and indemnity compensation af-
fecting over 300,000 survivors who depend on
that benefit.

It is toward the aim of helping the Gold Star
Wives maintain their voice in Congress that |
am introducing new legislation today that will
allow all of the Gold Star Wives to freely advo-
cate for the legislative matters that are most
important to them.

When the Federal charter for the Gold Star
Wives was drafted in 1980, it included a broad
prohibition that none of the officers of the or-
ganization could influence any legislation in
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any manner. Since the Gold Star Wives rely
on the volunteer work of its board and officers,
the prohibition particularly hurts their advocacy
on behalf of military families.

Other patriotic and national organizations—
such as AMVETS, the VFW, the American Le-
gion, and the Military Order of the Purple
Heart—do not share this unusual restriction. |
believe that this provision in the Gold Star
Wives Federal charter is punitive, not prac-
tically enforceable and potentially an unconsti-
tutional infringement upon the freedom to peti-
tion the Government. My legislation solution is
simple—it will strike this single restriction from
the Gold Star Wives Federal charter.

Madam Speaker, the Gold Star Wives is a
top-notch organization that effectively advo-
cates on behalf of military families. It is my in-
tention that Congress pass this commonsense
change to their charter and relieve the Gold
Star Wives from this unnecessary and uncon-
stitutional burden.

——————

HONORING JOSEPH J. WALTERS
OF BROOKSVILLE, FLORIDA

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 21, 2008

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise to honor Joseph K.
Walters, a constituent from Brooksville, Flor-
ida, who served with honor and distinction dur-
ing World War Il. It was during an aerial battle
over Belgium in 1943 that Mr. Walters’ plane
was shot down, and he was forced to para-
chute into enemy territory. As a result of the
landing and damage from the plane, Mr. Wal-
ters was wounded in battle, suffering a broken
arm and earning him his Purple Heart.

On the morning of August 17, 1943, SSG
Joe Walters, a ball turret gunner on a B-17
bomber in the European campaign of World
War Il, had already flown 14 missions into
enemy territory. This morning’s mission was to
bomb German ball bearing plants. Once the
squadron took flight, they came under fierce
attack from enemy gunners. Thankfully they
were able to drop their bombs on the targets,
but on the return flight to England came under
attack and all 10 men in his airplane were
forced to bail out.

Landing in a fruit orchard in Boris, Belgium,
Mr. Walters was helped by local farmer Lam-
bert Tilkin and his son, men who were part of
the underground resistance and who were
able to get Mr. Walters to safety. It was during
this parachute landing that Mr. Walters suf-
fered his broken arm. Thankfully his arm
healed during the 109-day journey back to
England, a journey that had him walking
through France, over the Pyrenees and
through Spain.

In addition to his Purple Heart, Mr. Walters
has received the Distinguished Flying Cross,
the Air Medal with 3 Oak Leaf Clusters, the
World War |l Victory Medal, The American
Campaign Medal, The European-African-Mid-
dle Eastern Campaign Medal with 1 Bronze
Service Star, The Army Good Conduct Medal
and the Honorable Lapel Button.

Madam Speaker, soldiers like Joseph J.
Walters should be recognized for their service
to our Nation and for their commitment and
sacrifices in battle. | am honored to present
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Mr. Walters with his long overdue Purple
Heart. He should know that we truly consider
him one of America’s heroes.

——————

CONGRATULATING STAFF  SER-
GEANT MICHAEL BROUSSARD
AND STAFF SERGEANT SHAYNE
CHERRY

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 21, 2008

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate SSG Michael
Broussard and SSG Shayne Cherry, winners
of the 2008 Best Ranger Competition, a rig-
orous contest at Fort Benning, GA, between
elite two-man teams.

Broussard and Cherry won a home-court
victory, as they hail from Benning's 75th
Ranger Regiment.

The Best Ranger Competition started out as
a contest between the best two-man teams at
Fort Benning in the early 1980s but quickly ex-
panded Army-wide. It easily rates as one of
the toughest, most physically demanding com-
petitions in the world. Contestants endure ex-
treme demands of their physical, mental and
technical abilities as Rangers, and they must
deliver at levels that far exceed the expecta-
tions of average soldiers.

Today, the competition pits the best of the
best against each other. It's an honor to sim-
ply win a spot in the contest, making
Broussard and Cherry’s accomplishment all
the more extraordinary. The event lasts 3 days
and teams face elimination unless they com-
plete all events, which include marksmanship,
climbing a 60-foot rope and long, wet hikes.
It's easy to see why of the 28 teams that en-
tered only 16 finished all courses.

The pair took an early lead on the first day
and never trailed again. Army Chief of Staff
George Casey was on hand at Fort Benning
to congratulate the winners.

Casey had high praise for all involved: “The
men that have been through this competition

. are a fitting example of what this Army
stands for—about discipline, about mental and
physical agility, about strength and about the
warrior ethos.”

Both SSG Broussard and SSG Cherry have
been awarded many medals, including the
Army Commendation Medal, the Army
Achievement Medal, the Valorous Unit Award
and many others.

Broussard, from Brentwood, CA, joined the
service after high school in 2001. He has
served two tours in Afghanistan and two tours
in Iraq. He is working on his master's degree
and plans to become a physician assistant
after his military career. Broussard had com-
peted in the Best Ranger Competition twice
before.

Cherry, from Monroe, NE, has served since
2001 and has deployed to lraq and Afghani-
stan seven times. He and his wife Amanda
have two children.

“We said to each other . . . we’re doing
this to win. Period,” Broussard told the Army
Times. “Everything just sort of clicked for us.”

Sergeant Broussard and Sergeant Cherry
have dedicated their lives to the service of this
Nation and have dedicated years of their lives
to fighting on the front lines of the war on ter-
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rorism in Afghanistan and Iraq. With a com-
bination of hard work, dedication and talent,
they have proven on the field of battle and on
the field of competition that they rank amongst
the best soldiers in the U.S. Army—the great-
est fighting force in the history of the world.

Madam Speaker, | call on the U.S. House of
Representatives to join me and the people of
Georgia’s 3rd Congressional District in hon-
oring the service and applauding the stellar
achievements of Sergeant Michael Broussard
and Sergeant Shayne Cherry. They are a trib-
ute to Fort Benning, the U.S. Army Rangers,
and the United States.

———————

RECOGNIZING THE CITY OF
LAGUNA NIGUEL

HON. JOHN CAMPBELL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 21, 2008

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. Madam
Speaker, | am pleased to recognize the city of
Laguna Niguel, located within the 48th Con-
gressional District of California, for recently
formalizing its Sister Cities Agreement with Al
Qa’im, Irag. This is the tenth Sister City rela-
tionship to be established between United
States and Iraqi jurisdictions, and | see this as
a clear sign to the people of Iraq that citizen
volunteers within communities like Laguna
Niguel stand beside them in their time of build-
ing a free and prosperous society.

The Sister City Program, administered by
Sister Cities International, was initiated by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower back in 1956
to encourage greater friendship and cultural
understanding between the United States and
other nations through direct personal contact.
The partnership between Laguna Niguel and
Al Qa’'im will be for the purpose of exploring
and implementing mutually beneficial pro-
grams in the areas of government and busi-
ness information exchange, health, education,
cultural arts, and sports.

As a preliminary first gesture, the city of La-
guna Niguel's Military Support Committee sent
hundreds of soccer balls, uniforms and pumps
to Al Qa’im to help the Marines deployed there
build relations with the local citizens. Accord-
ing to their commanding officer, the city played
an extremely important role in assisting the
Marines in accomplishing their mission.

This is just an early indicator of many great
things to come as the activities of their mutual
cooperation agreement unfold. Mayor Farhan
Tekan Farhan of Al Qa’im was recently quoted
in Marine Corps News, saying that “this is a
great occasion for Al Qa’im, and God willing,
this relationship will prove to be a promising
one.”

| especially want to thank the 1st Battalion,
4th Marine Regiment, led by LTC Jason
Bohm, for initiating the program with Laguna
Niguel and Al Qa’'im, and the recently de-
ployed Task Force 3rd Battalion, 2nd Marine
Regiment, Regimential Combat Team 5, led
by LTC Peter B. Baumgarten, for facilitating
the official signing for the Sister City Program.
| look forward to hearing and telling more
about many other good things to come from
this innovative program over the months and
years ahead.

May 22, 2008
EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 21, 2008

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | submit the
following:

Requesting Member: Congressman JON C.
PORTER.

Bill Number: HR 5658, The Duncan Hunter
National Defense Authorization Act.

Account: Procurement of Aircraft, Air Force

(APAF).

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Alliant
Techsystems, LLC (Nevada Air National
Guard).

Address of Requesting Entity: ATK Inte-
grated Systems, 236 Citation Drive, Ft. Worth,
TX 76106.

Description of Request: | received an ear-
mark of $5,000,000 to upgrade the Podded
Reconnaissance System, also known as
Scathe View, on the C-130H to provide
ground and air forces critical real-time intel-
ligence for domestic disaster relief operations
and war fighter requirements. The Scathe
View System has served as an important com-
ponent of the Nevada Air National Guard in
support of Homeland Defense and natural dis-
aster missions. Specifically, $1.7 million will
provide for 2 additional Reconnaissance Pal-
lets and $3.3 million for the addition of a Tac-
tical Information data link to provide near real-
time multi-sensor, multi-source situational
awareness and threat warning information
broadcast to the war fighter in a common,
readily understood format, all in sufficient time
to permit action. Funding of Scathe View inte-
gration is critical to provide ACC with a tactical
EO/IR surveillance and targeting capability can
capitalize on years of investment in Group A
modifications to the aircraft, mission systems
and training. This request is consistent with
the intended and authorized purpose of the Air
Force’s Aircraft Modifications: C—130H ac-
count. This is the last year funding will be
needed to complete the program, as the 2 ad-
ditional pallet upgrades would complete the
Katrina modifications for 2 additional aircraft,
for a total of 6 of 8 aircraft and add the Tac-
tical Information data link to all 8 aircraft.

———

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MACKINAC ISLAND
STATE PARK COMMISSION’S HIS-
TORICAL PRESERVATION AND
MUSEUM PROGRAM

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 19, 2008

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
support H. Con. Res. 325, Celebrating the
50th Anniversary of the Mackinac Island State
Park Commission’s Historical Preservation and
Museum Program, which began on June 15,
1958.

In 1958, the State of Michigan granted au-
thority to the Mackinac Island State Park Com-
mission to restore and interpret Fort Mackinac
and other historical properties at the Straits of
Mackinac.
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