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TRIBUTE TO DR. THOMAS GORRIE
ON HIS RETIREMENT FROM
JOHNSON & JOHNSON

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2008

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Dr. Thomas Gorrie, Johnson &
Johnson’s Corporate Vice President for Gov-
ernment Affairs & Policy on his retirement
from the company.

Johnson & Johnson has a long history as a
New Jersey-based company, starting as it did
making bandages and emerging over the
years to become the world’s largest health-
care company. | am proud to represent many
thousands of Johnson & Johnson’s employ-
ees, including Dr. Gorrie, who is also a friend
and neighbor. He has informed me of his plan
to retire from Johnson & Johnson on March 1,
2008 after a productive 35 years of service,
and | want to take a moment today to pay trib-
ute to his lifetime of service and accomplish-
ments.

My colleagues here in the House may be fa-
miliar with Dr. Gorrie’s work, even if they have
not personally met him. Under his leadership
he brought Johnson & Johnson to Congress
by establishing the Johnson & Johnson Day
on the Hill, where new pharmaceuticals,
breakthrough technology and medical devices
are on display for Members and staff to learn
about and in the case of the iBOT, a power
wheelchair, take it out for a spin.

Born and raised in New Jersey, Dr. Gorrie
received his bachelor of arts degree from Rut-
gers University and his masters and doctorate
degrees in chemistry from Princeton Univer-
sity.

After completion of post-doctoral studies at
the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in
Zurich, Dr. Gorrie began his career with John-
son & Johnson in 1972 as a senior research
scientist in the medical device area. He subse-
quently held positions of increasing responsi-
bility in marketing, sales, and general manage-
ment, including Company Group Chairman
and Worldwide Franchise Chairman of John-
son & Johnson Medical, Inc., and member of
the Consumer Pharmaceuticals and Profes-
sional Operating Group. He then worked with
the Johnson & Johnson Development Cor-
poration before assuming his current position
as world-wide head of government affairs and
policy in 1999.

Tom is an active member of his community
and currently serves on numerous non-profit
boards. He is Chair of the Duke University
Health System, a member of the Board of Di-
rectors of Duke University, and a Trustee
Emeritus of the Board for the Hun School of
Princeton. He is a member of the Board of the
National Committee for U.S.-China Relations
and Vice Chair of the China Association of En-
terprises with Foreign Investment (CAEFI). Fi-
nally, he is an adjunct professor at one of our
state’s finest educational facilities, the Rutgers
Business School.

The way that Dr. Gorrie imbues all of his
work with admirable ethics is reflected in this
book he edited a few years ago, “Ethics and
the Pharmaceutical Industry.” For the book Dr.
Gorrie brought together representatives of in-
dustry, government, NGOs, and leading think-
ers in medicine, health ethics and economics
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to propose solutions and safeguards to the
many ethical challenges facing the pharma-
ceutical industry. The book touched on such
topics as the ethical demands and economic
constraints of drug research, the right of pa-
tients to participate in clinical trials, the regula-
tion of prescription drugs and intellectual prop-
erty rights. | was pleased to write a chapter on
how government should regulate stem-cell re-
search. As Congress continues to debate
many of the issues the book explores, | rec-
ommend its scholarship to my colleagues.

Madam Speaker, Johnson & Johnson is one
of America’s leading and most innovative
pharmaceutical, biotech, medical device and
consumer healthcare companies. | commend
Dr. Gorrie’s service at Johnson & Johnson. |
know we have all benefited from Dr. Gorrie’s
leadership during the past 35 years, and as he
continues to increase his civic participation,
many will continue to benefit from Tom’s vi-
sion and talents.

————————

A TRIBUTE TO MR. RONEY
CHEERS

HON. MIKE McINTYRE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2008

Mr. MCINTYRE. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to Mr. Roney Cheers of
Shallotte, North Carolina, who recently passed
away. The life of Mr. Cheers was diverse in
experience and rich in success. The interests
and endeavors of Mr. Cheers varied exten-
sively. However, the common thread that
wove all of his passions together was his de-
votion to and pride for his hometown of
Shallotte.

Mr. Cheers was elected mayor of Shallotte
at the age of 26, the youngest in the State of
North Carolina at the time, and would return to
the office again years later for nearly a dec-
ade. He also served as alderman for the town
of Shallotte, first in 1947 and again from 1991
to 1999. Mr. Cheers would go on to serve his
State as a justice of the peace as well as
magistrate. A man with an expansive vision for
the future, he was instrumental in helping es-
tablish the weekly publication that currently
serves many of the coastal communities in
North Carolina, The Brunswick Beacon.

Throughout his life, Mr. Cheers was also ac-
tive in the non-political aspects of his commu-
nity, for example, serving as chairman of the
Shallotte Centennial Committee in 1998 and
spearheading efforts to mark the town’s 100th
anniversary and celebrate its rich history. As
Co-Chairman and Co-Founder of the Congres-
sional Caucus on Youth Sports, | appreciate
his dedication to the young athletes of his
community. Through his work as a volunteer
referee and umpire, Mr. Cheers clearly recog-
nized the importance of serving as a positive
role model and mentor for the next generation.

Individuals like Mr. Cheers serve as power-
ful inspirations for what can be accomplished
with limitless energy and persistent drive. As a
lifelong servant to the town of Shallotte as well
as one of its most devoted visionaries, Mr.
Cheers never forgot the traditions of the small
town he grew up in while working simulta-
neously towards its growth and progress. May
we never forget and always be grateful for the
contributions and service of Mr. Cheers.
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HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ROSELAND, NEW JER-
SEY

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2008

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate the people of the
Borough of Roseland, County of Essex, New
Jersey, as they commemorate the 100th anni-
versary of the incorporation of their commu-
nity.

|¥‘l 1908, the residents of the Roseland Com-
munity, displeased with the services they were
receiving, took action to separate themselves
and their town from the Township of Living-
ston. During this time, many communities
throughout the State of New Jersey decided to
separate from larger townships and the time
was right for the residents of Roseland to
make a change.

The completion of the Morristown and Erie
Railroads in 1904—1905 had made it possible
for residents of Roseland to work in neigh-
boring cities, while enjoying life in the country.
During this time, the Borough purchased water
supply lines and installed electric home and
street lighting which further enhanced life in
Roseland. And by the 1920s, Henry Ford’s
methods of mass production of the automobile
changed the development of Roseland for-
ever.

After World War I, new houses went up,
many residents now owned cars and Rose-
land flourished. At this time, the Borough out-
grew its country-style living and joined the
more urban society we know today. The Great
Depression and World War Il brought with
them some hard times for the people of Rose-
land, but the residents proved that as a com-
munity they could survive. When called to
serve their country, all residents accepted their
responsibilities, in both military and civilian
service, and did their part. After victory, the
pride felt all over the Nation was especially
strong in Roseland.

In the following decades, Roseland’s devel-
opment continued. During this time, great im-
provements in community services and facili-
ties were made. Roseland is now thriving with
a prosperous business and corporate center,
excellent schools, recreational facilities and a
strong sense of community.

Madam Speaker, for the past 100 years, the
Borough of Roseland has prospered as a
community and continues to flourish today. By
all accounts, it will continue to thrive in the fu-
ture, and | ask you, Madam Speaker, and my
colleagues to congratulate all residents of
Roseland on this special 100th anniversary
year.

———

HONORING CHIEF GARY WEST-
PHAL FOR 35 YEARS OF SERVICE

HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 29, 2008

Mr. HENSARLING. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to recognize an outstanding citizen and
public servant, Chief Gary Westphal, in honor
of his retirement from 35 years of service at
the Mesquite Police Department.
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In 1972, Chief Westphal started his service
as a jailer and was promoted through the
ranks until 2002, when he became Chief of
Police for the Mesquite Police Department.

Chief Westphal pioneered several student,
anti-drug campaigns such as “Slama Bama
Jama,” “What If,” and the “Cheese Anti-drug
Initiative.” Esteemed by his community and
peers, Chief Westphal was named “Hometown
Hero” by Town East Mall and “Top Cop” 2006
by the Texas Police Chiefs Association.

In addition to faithfully serving his commu-
nity, Chief Westphal is a husband to Susan, a
father of three children, and a grandfather.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the Fifth Dis-
trict of Texas, | am honored to recognize Chief
Gary Westphal for his courage in protecting
and serving the citizens of Mesquite.

HONORING DR. IRA SARISON

HON. ROBERT WEXLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2008

Mr. WEXLER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Dr. Ira Sarison, a con-
stituent and friend of mine from Boynton
Beach, who passed away unexpectedly on
January 11, 2008 while traveling in Argentina.

Dr. Sarison was a native of the Bronx, New
York, and had a distinguished career as an
educator, last serving as Assistant Super-
intendent of Schools in Oceanside, New York.
Following his retirement in 1988, he relocated
to Florida where he established a successful
elder care management practice in my con-
gressional district. He also served as the
founding past president of the Democratic
Club of Greater Boynton Beach. Dr. Sarison
will best be remembered for his life-long pas-
sion for and commitment to education and for
his tireless work helping those who needed it
most in his community.

Ira Sarison is survived by his wife, Rivalee,
his children Lynn and Robert, his sister and
grandchildren, his extended family, and a
large circle of friends, of which | am honored
to be a part.

Everyone who knew Ira Sarison loved him
dearly, and he will be deeply missed.

————

HONORING THE STATE OF MICHI-
GAN SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2008

Mr. McCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to honor and acknowledge the State of
Michigan school board members in observ-
ance of School Board Recognition Month for
their service and unwavering commitment to
our children and our schools.

The Michigan Association of School Boards
was founded in 1949 to provide a united voice
for the thousands of men and women who
champion the cause of public education as
board members. Michigan’s 4,100 school
board members contribute hundreds of hours
each year leading their districts by adopting
policies, hiring superior personnel and admin-
istrators, and listening to staff, parent and stu-
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dent concerns. Through their tireless motiva-
tion and many contributions, school board
members have distinguished themselves as
compassionate individuals who are deeply
committed to educating our children. These
members have sought to ensure every child is
given the opportunity to learn and succeed.
Also, their many contributions serve as a fine
example to inspire others.

The Michigan Association of School Boards
launched the National School Board Recogni-
tion program in Michigan in 1989, in which
only five states chose to celebrate this special
month. Subsequently, the National School
Board Association’s Delegate Assembly re-
solved to initiate National School Board Rec-
ognition Month in 1995. Other States followed
suit by annually recognizing their local school
board members’ service and commitment to
their children and schools. January 2008
marks the annual observance of this year's
School Board Recognition Month. This year’s
theme is “School Boards Lead Strong.” This
theme reflects school board members’ com-
bined commitment to leadership and account-
ability in ensuring all children succeed.

Madam Speaker, for 59 years, Michigan
state school board members have exemplified
civic duty by making decisions which fun-
damentally enrich the quality of education for
over 1.7 million Michigan students. Today, |
ask my colleagues to join me in congratulating
these school board members upon observ-
ance of School Board Recognition Month; and
recognizing their years of loyal commitment to
education which has, undoubtedly, helped to
create exceptional scholars and citizens.

————

HONORING DR. DAVID DENNIS
DUNN

HON. PHIL ENGLISH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2008

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize and honor
Dr. David Dennis Dunn for his dedication to
his country, exemplary service during World
War 1l and contributions to the medical field
and the Erie, Pennsylvania community. This
honorable citizen will soon celebrate his 95th
birthday on February 6, 2008.

WW 1l is filled with stories of heroism, self-
lessness, patriotism and a relentless desire to
secure a future for the United States of Amer-
ica and the international community. Brave
men left their ordinary lives in order to serve
a cause greater than themselves. Dr. Dunn
was among those great men to make that sac-
rifice.

Contributing his medical skills to that noble
cause, Dr. Dunn served more than four years
in the U.S. Army Medical Corps, including
overseas duty in Iceland, England, Ireland,
France, Germany, Luxembourg and Austria.
He attained the rank of Captain serving in the
5th Medical Battalion, 5th Infantry Division and
later served in the 30th Field Hospital. Dr.
Dunn was awarded five Battlestars and the
Bronze Star among a variety of other medals
of commendations for his service.

Dr. Dunn pursued a 50 year career in Gen-
eral Surgery, starting as an instructor at the
University of Pennsylvania Medical School,
completing a residency in surgery at the
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Lankenau Hospital in Philadelphia and prac-
ticing general surgery at Hamot Hospital in
Erie. He reached the pinnacle of his remark-
able medical career when he was ultimately
appointed Chief of Surgery at Hamot and later
became a traveling guest lecturer at the highly
esteemed Harvard University.

Not only has Dr. Dunn contributed to society
professionally, but he also has had a great im-
pact through his volunteer efforts in the Erie
community of Pennsylvania’s 3rd district. He is
a member of the Sons of the American Revo-
lution and has served on the boards of mul-
tiple community organizations, notably as
Founder and Board member of Hospice of
Metropolitan Erie. He also was actively in-
volved in Meals for Wheels, the Erie Commu-
nity Foundation and the Erie Cemetery Asso-
ciation.

| am often reminded that America has been
blessed with great people and leaders; Ameri-
cans who rose to the challenge when their
country was in need. | take great pride in rep-
resenting a district with such honorable men in
history.

| hope my colleagues will join me in hon-
oring Dr. Dunn for his admirable service to our
country. His lifetime of achievements in the
medical field and the community is certainly
deserving of recognition, celebration and a
great deal of gratitude.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
COMPONENT PRIVACY OFFICER
ACT OF 2008

HON. CHRISTOPHER P. CARNEY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2008

Mr. CARNEY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to introduce the Department of Homeland Se-
curity Component Privacy Officer Act of 2008.

In the Homeland Security Act of 2002 Con-
gress created within the Department of Home-
land Security a Chief Privacy Officer.

The Privacy Officer is responsible for ensur-
ing that an individual’s privacy rights are not
infringed upon by the creation of Department
of Homeland Security policies and programs.

The DHS Chief Privacy Officer is unique
within the structure of the Federal government
insofar as it is a statutory position that is in-
tended to be involved at all levels of the De-
partment’s activities—from policy formation to
its implementation.

However, time has shown that the Chief Pri-
vacy Officer needs help in achieving this goal.

This bill will create Privacy Officers that will
report directly to the Chief Privacy Officer in
the following DHS Components: TSA, the Bu-
reau of Citizenship and Immigration Services,
CBP, ICE, FEMA, the Coast Guard, the
Science and Technology Directorate, the Intel-
ligence and Analysis Directorate, and the Na-
tional Protections and Programs Directorate.

The level of public confidence and trust in
the Department’'s handling of privacy matters
remains abysmally low.

Moreover, there is also a major concern re-
garding the Privacy Office’s involvement at the
outset of the policymaking process, as in-
tended by Congress.

This was made clear in testimony before the
Committee on Homeland Security when it was
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