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tax code dealing with estimated tax, a
taxpayer would be permitted to dis-
regard the alternative minimum tax if
the individual was not liable for the al-
ternative minimum tax for the pre-
ceding tax year.

So if you didn’t have to pay AMT last
year we aren’t going to penalize you if
you don’t file estimated taxes for AMT
this year.

Just because Congress can’t do its
job, doesn’t mean the taxpayer should
be punished.

I ask unanimous consent that the
text of the bill be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 1855

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “AMT Pen-
alty Protection Act of 2007"’.

SEC. 2. ESTIMATED TAX SAFE HARBOR FOR AL-
TERNATIVE MINIMUM TAX LIABIL-
ITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 6654 of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to failure
by individual to pay estimated income tax)
is amended by redesignating subsection (m)
as subsection (n) and by inserting after sub-
section (1) the following new subsection:

“(m) SAFE HARBOR FOR CERTAIN ALTER-
NATIVE MINIMUM TAX PAYERS.—In the case of
any individual with respect to whom there
was no liability for the tax imposed under
section 55 for the preceding taxable year—

‘(1) any required payment calculated
under subsection (d)(1)(B)(i) shall be deter-
mined without regard to any tax imposed
under section 55,

‘(2) any annualized income installment
calculated under subsection (d)(2)(B) shall
determined without regard to alternative
minimum taxable income, and

“(3) the determination of the amount of
the tax for the taxable year for purposes of
subsection (e)(1) shall not include the
amount of any tax imposed under section
55.7.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
yvears ending after the date of the enactment
of this Act.

——————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 277—COM-
MEMORATING THE 200TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ARCHDIOCESE
OF NEW YORK

Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mrs.
CLINTON) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 277

Whereas it is a tradition of the Senate to
honor and pay tribute to those places and in-
stitutions within the United States with his-
toric significance that has contributed to the
culture and traditions of the citizens of the
United States;

Whereas, in accordance with this tradition,
the Senate is proud to commemorate the
200th anniversary of the Archdiocese of New
York and its history of faith and service;

Whereas the Archdiocese of New York has
planned a year-long series of events begin-
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ning in April 2007 to celebrate its bicenten-
nial;

Whereas the Archdiocese of New York is
coordinating with Catholic Charities of New
York to institute an Archdiocese of New
York Day of Service to celebrate its history
of serving the broader community;

Whereas, on April 8, 1808, the Diocese of
New York was established with the Most
Reverend R. Luke Concanen as its first
Bishop, and the Diocese was elevated to an
Archdiocese in 1850;

Whereas, on March 15, 1875, His Eminence
John Cardinal McCloskey, the second Arch-
bishop of the Archdiocese of New York, be-
came the first Cardinal Archbishop of the
Roman Catholic Church in the United
States;

Whereas the Archdiocese of New York has
welcomed Papal visits from Pope Paul VI, on
October 5, 1965, and Pope John Paul II, on
October 7, 1979 and October 5, 1995;

Whereas, on September 14, 1975, Elizabeth
Ann Seton, a member of the Archdiocese of
New York and founder of the modern Catho-
lic education parochial school system, be-
came the first person born in the United
States to be named a saint;

Whereas Elizabeth Ann Seton is described
on the front doors of St. Patrick’s Cathedral
as a ‘‘Daughter of New York’ and several
schools are named after her, including Seton
Hall University in South Orange, New Jer-
sey,

Whereas the Archdiocese of New York is
currently under the spiritual guidance of His
Eminence Edward M. Cardinal Egan, who
was installed on June 19, 2000 and elevated to
Cardinal on February 21, 2001;

Whereas the Archdiocese of New York
originally included the entirety of the States
of New York and New Jersey, an area that is
now divided into 12 dioceses;

Whereas the Archdiocese of New York has
2,500,000 Catholics in its fold;

Whereas the Archdiocese of New York con-
sists of 402 parishes, 278 elementary and high
schools, and 3,729 charitable ministries, in-
cluding Catholic Charities, hospitals, nurs-
ing homes, and outreach programs; and

Whereas, throughout its rich historical
past and up to the present day, the Arch-
diocese of New York has been sustained by
the beneficent efforts of countless parish-
ioners and ministries that have generously
supported their community with abundant
kindness and good deeds: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate commemorates
the 200th anniversary of the Archdiocese of
New York.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 2365. Mr. BAYH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 1642, to extend the authorization of
programs under the Higher Education Act of
1965, and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2366. Mr. DORGAN proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 1642, supra.

SA 2367. Mr. DEMINT proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 1642, supra.

SA 2368. Mr. KENNEDY (for Mrs. BOXER
(for herself, Mr. LEVIN, and Mr. NELSON of
Florida)) proposed an amendment to the bill
S. 1642, supra.

SA 2369. Mr. COBURN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 1642, supra.

SA 2370. Mr. SESSIONS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 1642, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.
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SA 2371. Mr. WARNER (for himself, Mr.
KERRY, and Mr. WEBB) proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 1642, supra.

SA 2372. Mr. AKAKA proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 1642, supra.

SA 2373. Mr. ENZI (for Mr. BURR) proposed
an amendment to the bill S. 1642, supra.

SA 2374. Mr. SESSIONS proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 1642, supra.

SA 2375. Mr. ENZI (for Mr. BURR) proposed
an amendment to the bill S. 1642, supra.

SA 2376. Mr. BROWN proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 1642, supra.

SA 2377. Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
LEVIN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. BOXER, and Mrs.
CLINTON) proposed an amendment to the bill
S. 1642, supra.

SA 2378. Mr. COLEMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 1642, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 2379. Mr. THUNE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 1585, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2008 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 2380. Mr. HARKIN proposed an amend-
ment to amendment SA 2377 proposed by Mr.
DURBIN (for himself, Mr. LEVIN, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mrs. BOXER, and Mrs. CLINTON) to the
bill S. 1642, to extend the authorization of
programs under the Higher Education Act of
1965, and for other purposes.

SA 2381. Mr. KENNEDY proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 2369 sub-
mitted by Mr. COBURN to the bill S. 1642,
supra.

SA 2382. Mr. KENNEDY (for himself and
Mr. ENZI) proposed an amendment to the bill
S. 1642, supra.

————

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 2365. Mr. BAYH submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1642, to extend the
authorization of programs under the
Higher Education Act of 1965, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

On page 895, between lines 9 and 10, insert
the following:

PART H—FEDERAL DIRECT LOANS
SEC. 498. NO ACCRUAL OF INTEREST FOR ACTIVE
DUTY SERVICE MEMBERS AND
THEIR SPOUSES.

Section 455 of the Higher Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1087e) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“(m) NO ACCRUAL OF INTEREST FOR ACTIVE
DUTY SERVICE MEMBERS AND THEIR
SPOUSES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of this part, and except as
provided in paragraph (3), interest on a loan
made under this part shall not accrue for an
eligible borrower.

‘(2) ELIGIBLE BORROWER.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘eligible borrower’ means
an individual—

“(A) who is—

‘(i) serving on active duty during a war or
other military operation or national emer-
gency; or

‘“(ii) performing qualifying National Guard
duty during a war or other military oper-
ation or national emergency; or

‘(B) who is the spouse of an individual de-
scribed in subparagraph (A).

“(3) LIMITATION.—An individual who quali-
fies as an eligible borrower under this sub-
section may receive the benefit of this sub-
section for not more than 60 months.”’.
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SA 2366. Mr. DORGAN proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 1642, to ex-
tend the authorization of programs
under the Higher Education Act of 1965,
and for other purposes; as follows:

At the end of title VIII, add the following:
SEC. 802. STUDENT LOAN CLEARINGHOUSE.

(a) DEVELOPMENT.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Education shall establish 1 or
more clearinghouses of information on stu-
dent loans (including loans under parts B
and D of title IV of the Higher Education Act
of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1071 et seq. and 1087a et
seq.) and private loans, for both under-
graduate and graduate students) for use by
prospective borrowers or any person desiring
information regarding available interest
rates and other terms from lenders. Such a
clearinghouse shall—

(1) have no affiliation with any institution
of higher education or any lender;

(2) accept nothing of value from any lend-
er, guaranty agency, or any entity affiliated
with a lender or guaranty agency, except
that the clearinghouse may establish a flat
fee to be charged to each listed lender, based
on the costs necessary to establish and main-
tain the clearinghouse;

(3) provide information regarding the in-
terest rates, fees, borrower benefits, and any
other matter that the Department of Edu-
cation determines relevant to enable pro-
spective borrowers to select a lender;

(4) provide interest rate information that
complies with the Federal Trade Commission
guidelines for consumer credit term disclo-
sures; and

(5) be a nonprofit entity.

(b) PUBLICATION OF LIST.—The Secretary of
Education shall publish a list of clearing-
houses described in subsection (a) on the
website of the Department of Education and
such list shall be updated not less often than
every 90 days.

(c) DISCLOSURE.—Beginning on the date the
first clearinghouse described in subsection
(a) is established, each institution of higher
education that receives Federal assistance
under the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 1001 et seq.) and that designates 1 or
more lenders as preferred, suggested, or oth-
erwise recommended shall include a standard
disclosure developed by the Secretary of
Education on all materials that reference
such lenders to inform students that the stu-
dents might find a more attractive loan,
with a lower interest rate, by visiting a
clearinghouse described in subsection (a).

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit a report to Congress on whether
students are using a clearinghouse described
in subsection (a) to find and secure a student
loan. The report shall assess whether stu-
dents could have received a more attractive
loan, one with a lower interest rate or better
benefits, by using a clearinghouse described
in subsection (a) instead of a preferred lender
list.

SA 2367. Mr. DEMINT proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 1642, to ex-
tend the authorization of programs
under the Higher Education Act of 1965,
and for other purposes; as follows:

At the end of title I, add the following:

SEC. 114. EMPLOYMENT OF POSTSECONDARY
EDUCATION GRADUATES.
(a) STUDY, ASSESSMENTS, AND REC-

OMMENDATIONS.—The Comptroller General of
the United States shall—

(1) conduct a study of—

(A) the information that States currently
have on the employment of students who
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have completed postsecondary education
programs;

(B) the feasibility of collecting informa-
tion on students who complete all types of
postsecondary education programs (includ-
ing 2- and 4-year degree, certificate, and pro-
fessional and graduate programs) at all types
of institutions (including public, private
nonprofit, and for-profit schools), regard-
ing—

(i) employment, including—

(I) the type of job obtained not later than
6 months after the completion of the degree,
certificate, or program;

(IT) whether such job was related to the
course of study;

(III) the starting salary for such job; and

(IV) the student’s satisfaction with the
student’s preparation for such job and guid-
ance provided with respect to securing the
job; and

(ii) for recipients of Federal student aid,
the type of assistance received, so that the
information can be used to evaluate various
education programs;

(C) the evaluation systems used by other
industries to identify successful programs
and challenges, set priorities, monitor per-
formance, and make improvements;

(D) the best means of collecting informa-
tion from or regarding recent postsecondary
graduates, including—

(i) whether a national website would be the
most effective way to collect information;

(ii) whether postsecondary graduates could
be encouraged to submit voluntary informa-
tion by allowing a graduate to access aggre-
gated information about other graduates
(such as graduates from the graduate’s
school, with the graduate’s degree, or in the
graduate’s area) if the graduate completes an
online questionnaire;

(iii) whether employers could be encour-
aged to submit information by allowing an
employer to access aggregated information
about graduates (such as institutions of
higher education attended, degrees, or start-
ing pay) if the employer completes an online
questionnaire to evaluate the employer’s
satisfaction with the graduates the employer
hires; and

(iv) whether postsecondary institutions
that receive Federal funds or whose students
have received Federal student financial aid
could be required to submit aggregated infor-
mation about the graduates of the institu-
tions; and

(E) the best means of displaying employ-
ment information; and

(2) provide assessments and recommenda-
tions regarding—

(A) whether successful State cooperative
relationships between higher education sys-
tem offices and State agencies responsible
for employment statistics can be encouraged
and replicated in other States;

(B) whether there is value in collecting ad-
ditional information from or about the em-
ployment experience of individuals who have
recently completed a postsecondary edu-
cational program;

(C) what are the most promising ways of
obtaining and displaying or disseminating
such information;

(D) if a website is used for such informa-
tion, whether the website should be run by a
governmental agency or contracted out to an
independent education or employment orga-
nization;

(E) whether a voluntary information sys-
tem would work, both from the graduates’
and employers’ perspectives;

(F) the value of such information to future
students, institutions, accrediting agencies
or associations, policymakers, and employ-
ers, including how the information would be
used and the practical applications of the in-
formation;
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(G) whether the request for such informa-
tion is duplicative of information that is al-
ready being collected; and

(H) whether the National Postsecondary
Student Aid Survey conducted by the Na-
tional Center for Education Statistics could
be amended to collect such information.

(b) REPORTS.—

(1) PRELIMINARY REPORT.—Not later than 1
year after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General shall submit to
Congress a preliminary report regarding the
study, assessments, and recommendations
described in subsection (a).

(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General shall submit to Con-
gress a final report regarding such study, as-
sessments, and recommendations.

SA 2368. Mr. KENNEDY (for Mrs.
BOXER (for herself, Mr. LEVIN and Mr.
NELSON of Florida)) proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 1642, to ex-
tend the authorization of programs
under the Higher Education Act of 1965,
and for other purposes; as follows:

In section 403(c) of the Higher Education
Amendments of 2007, add at the end the fol-
lowing:

(7) by adding at the end the following:

“(h) ADDITIONAL FUNDS.—

‘(1) AUTHORIZATION.—There are authorized
to be appropriated for the upward bound pro-
gram under this chapter, in addition to any
amounts appropriated under section 402A(g),
$57,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 2008
through 2011 for the Secretary to carry out
paragraph (2), except that any amounts that
remain unexpended for such purpose for each
of such fiscal years may be available for
technical assistance and administration
costs for the upward bound program under
this chapter.

‘“(2) USE OF FUNDS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The amounts made
available by paragraph (1) for a fiscal year
shall be available to provide assistance to
applicants for an upward bound project
under this chapter for such fiscal year that—

‘(i) did not apply for assistance, or applied
but did not receive assistance, under this
section in fiscal year 2007; and

‘“(ii) receive a grant score above 70 on the
applicant’s application.

‘“‘(B) 4-YEAR GRANTS.—The assistance de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) shall be made
available in the form of 4-year grants.”.

SA 2369. Mr. COBURN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1642, to extend the
authorization of programs under the
Higher Education Act of 1965, and for
other purposes; as follows:

At the end of title I of the bill, insert the
following:

SEC. 114. DEMONSTRATION AND CERTIFICATION
REGARDING THE ABSENCE OF PAY-
MENTS FOR INFLUENCE.

Each institution of higher education or
other postsecondary educational institution
receiving Federal funding, as a condition for
receiving such funding, shall annually dem-
onstrate and certify to the Secretary of Edu-
cation that no student tuition amounts or
funds from a Federal contract, grant, loan,
or cooperative agreement received by the in-
stitution were used to hire a registered lob-
byist or to pay any person or entity for influ-
encing or attempting to influence an officer
or employee of any agency of the Federal
Government, a Member of Congress, an offi-
cer or employee of Congress, or an employee
of a Member of Congress in connection with
any Federal action.
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SA 2370. Mr. SESSIONS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1642, to extend the
authorization of programs under the
Higher Education Act of 1965, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title I, add the following:

SEC. 114. FOREIGN MEDICAL SCHOOLS.

(a) PERCENTAGE PASS RATE.—

(@8] IN GENERAL.—Section
102(a)(2)(A)@E) (D) (bb) (20 U.s.C.
1002(a)(2)(A)(A)(I)(bb)) is amended by striking
60"’ and inserting ‘75",

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by paragraph (1) shall take effect on
July 1, 2010.

(b) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General of the United States
shall—

(A) complete a study that shall examine
American students receiving Federal finan-
cial aid to attend graduate medical schools
located outside of the United States; and

(B) submit to Congress a report setting
forth the conclusions of the study.

(2) CONTENTS.—The study conducted under
this subsection shall include the following:

(A) The amount of Federal student finan-
cial aid dollars that are being spent on grad-
uate medical schools located outside of the
United States every year, and the percentage
of overall student aid such amount rep-
resents.

(B) The percentage of students of such
medical schools who pass the examinations
administered by the Educational Commis-
sion for Foreign Medical Graduates the first
time.

(C) The percentage of students of such
medical schools who pass the examinations
administered by the Educational Commis-
sion for Foreign Medical Graduates after
taking such examinations multiple times,
disaggregated by how many times the stu-
dents had to take the examinations to pass.

(D) The percentage of recent graduates of
such medical schools practicing medicine in
the United States, and a description of where
the students are practicing and what types
of medicine the students are practicing.

(E) Recommendations regarding the per-
centage passing rate of the examinations ad-
ministered by the Educational Commission
for Foreign Medical Graduates that the
United States should require of graduate
medical schools located outside of the
United States for Federal financial aid pur-
poses.

SA 2371. Mr. WARNER (for himself,
Mr. KERRY, and Mr. WEBB) proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 1642, to ex-
tend the authorization of programs
under the Higher Education Act of 1965,
and for other purposes; as follows:

At the end of title VIII of the bill, insert
the following:

SEC. 802. MINORITY SERVING INSTITUTIONS FOR

ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY AND EDU-
CATION.

At the end of title VIII (as added by sec-
tion 801), add the following:

“PART N—MINORITY SERVING INSTITU-
TIONS FOR ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY
AND EDUCATION

“SEC. 876. PURPOSES.

““The purposes of the program under this
part are to—

‘(1) strengthen the ability of eligible insti-
tutions to provide capacity for instruction in
digital and wireless network technologies;
and
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‘“(2) strengthen the national digital and
wireless infrastructure by increasing na-
tional investment in telecommunications
and technology infrastructure at eligible in-
stitutions.

“SEC. 877. DEFINITION
TION.

“In this part, the term ‘eligible institu-
tion’ means an institution that is—

‘(1) a historically Black college or univer-
sity that is a part B institution, as defined in
section 322;

‘(2) a Hispanic-serving institution, as de-
fined in section 502(a);

‘“(3) a Tribal College or University, as de-
fined in section 316(b);

‘“(4) an Alaska Native-serving institution,
as defined in section 317(b);

“(5) a Native Hawaiian-serving institution,
as defined in section 317(b); or

‘“(6) an institution determined by the Sec-
retary to have enrolled a substantial number
of minority, low-income students during the
previous academic year who received a Fed-
eral Pell Grant for that year.

“SEC. 878. MINORITY SERVING INSTITUTIONS
FOR ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY AND
EDUCATION.

‘“‘(a) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary is author-
ized to award grants, on a competitive basis,
to eligible institutions to enable the eligible
institutions to carry out the activities de-
scribed in subsection (d).

“(2) GRANT PERIOD.—The Secretary may
award a grant to an eligible institution
under this part for a period of not more than
b years.

*(b)
DURE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—To be eligible to receive
a grant under this part, an eligible institu-
tion shall submit an application to the Sec-
retary at such time, in such manner, and
containing such information as the Sec-
retary may reasonably require. The applica-
tion shall include—

‘“(A) a program of activities for carrying
out 1 or more of the purposes described in
section 876; and

‘“(B) such other policies, procedures, and
assurances as the Secretary may require by
regulation.

‘“(2) REGULATIONS.—After consultation
with appropriate individuals with expertise
in technology and education, the Secretary
shall establish a procedure by which to ac-
cept and review such applications and pub-
lish an announcement of such procedure, in-
cluding a statement regarding the avail-
ability of funds, in the Federal Register.

“(3) APPLICATION REVIEW CRITERIA.—The
application review criteria used by the Sec-
retary for grants under this part shall in-
clude consideration of—

‘“(A) demonstrated need for assistance
under this part; and

‘“(B) diversity among the types of eligible
institutions receiving assistance under this
part.

““(c) MATCHING REQUIREMENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An eligible institution
that receives a grant under this part shall
agree that, with respect to the costs to be in-
curred by the institution in carrying out the
program for which the grant is awarded,
such institution will make available (di-
rectly or through donations from public or
private entities) non-Federal contributions
in an amount equal to 25 percent of the
amount of the grant awarded by the Sec-
retary, or $500,000, whichever is the lesser
amount.

‘“(2) WAIVER.—The Secretary shall waive
the matching requirement for any eligible
institution with no endowment, or an endow-
ment that has a current dollar value as of
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the time of the application of less than
$50,000,000.

‘(d) UsSes OoF FUNDS.—An eligible institu-
tion shall use a grant awarded under this
part—

‘(1 to acquire equipment, instrumenta-
tion, networking capability, hardware and
software, digital network technology, wire-
less technology, and infrastructure;

‘“(2) to develop and provide educational
services, including faculty development, re-
lated to science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics;

‘“(3) to provide teacher preparation and
professional development, library and media
specialist training, and early childhood edu-
cator and teacher aide certification or licen-
sure to individuals who seek to acquire or
enhance technology skills in order to use
technology in the classroom or instructional
process to improve student achievement;

‘““(4) to form consortia or collaborative
projects with a State, State educational
agency, local educational agency, commu-
nity-based organization, national nonprofit
organization, or business, including a minor-
ity business, to provide education regarding
technology in the classroom;

‘“(5) to provide professional development in
science, technology, engineering, or mathe-
matics to administrators and faculty of eli-
gible institutions with institutional respon-
sibility for technology education;

‘(6) to provide capacity-building technical
assistance to eligible institutions through
remote technical support, technical assist-
ance workshops, distance learning, new tech-
nologies, and other technological applica-
tions; and

“(7) to foster the use of information com-
munications technology to increase sci-
entific, technological, engineering, and
mathematical instruction and research.

‘‘(e) DATA COLLECTION.—An eligible institu-
tion that receives a grant under this part
shall provide the Secretary with any rel-
evant institutional statistical or demo-
graphic data requested by the Secretary.

“‘(f) INFORMATION DISSEMINATION.—The Sec-
retary shall convene an annual meeting of
eligible institutions receiving grants under
this part for the purposes of—

‘(1) fostering collaboration and capacity-
building activities among eligible institu-
tions; and

‘(2) disseminating information and ideas
generated by such meetings.

‘‘(g) LIMITATION.—An eligible institution
that receives a grant under this part that ex-
ceeds $2,500,000 shall not be eligible to re-
ceive another grant under this part until
every other eligible institution that has ap-
plied for a grant under this part has received
such a grant.

“SEC. 879. ANNUAL REPORT AND EVALUATION.

‘‘(a) ANNUAL REPORT REQUIRED FROM RE-
CIPIENTS.—Each eligible institution that re-
ceives a grant under this part shall provide
an annual report to the Secretary on the eli-
gible institution’s use of the grant.

“(b) EVALUATION BY SECRETARY.—The Sec-
retary shall—

‘(1) review the reports provided under sub-
section (a) each year; and

“(2) evaluate the program authorized under
this part on the basis of those reports every
2 years.

‘“(c) CONTENTS OF EVALUATION.—The Sec-
retary, in the evaluation under subsection
(b), shall—

‘(1) describe the activities undertaken by
the eligible institutions that receive grants
under this part; and

‘(2) assess the short-range and long-range
impact of activities carried out under the
grant on the students, faculty, and staff of
the institutions.
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‘(d) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
3 years after the date of enactment of the
Higher Education Amendments of 2007, the
Secretary shall submit a report on the pro-
gram supported under this part to the au-
thorizing committees that shall include such
recommendations, including recommenda-
tions concerning the continuing need for
Federal support of the program, as may be
appropriate.
“SEC. 880. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

““There are authorized to be appropriated
to carry out this part such sums as may be
necessary for fiscal year 2008 and each of the
5 succeeding fiscal years.”.

SA 2372. Mr. AKAKA proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 1642, to ex-
tend the authorization of programs
under the Higher Education Act of 1965,
and for other purposes; as follows:

At the end of section 403, add the fol-

lowing:
(i) ADDITIONAL AMENDMENT TO
POSTBACCALAUREATE  ACHIEVEMENT  PRO-

GRAM.—Section 402E(d)(2) (as redesignated by
subsection (e)(2)) (20 U.S.C. 1070a-15(d)(2)) is
further amended by inserting ‘¢, including
Native Hawaiians, as defined in section 7207
of the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965, and Pacific Islanders’” after
“graduate education’’.

SA 2373. Mr. ENZI (for Mr. BURR) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill S. 1642,
to extend the authorization of pro-
grams under the Higher Education Act
of 1965, and for other purposes; as fol-
lows:

Strike lines 14 through 23 on page 814 and
insert the following:

(1) FORMATION OF STUDY GROUP.—Not later
than 90 days after the date of enactment of
the Higher Education Amendments of 2007,
the Comptroller General of the United States
and the Secretary of Education shall con-
vene a study group whose membership shall
include the Secretary of the Treasury, the
Director of the Office of Management and
Budget, the Director of the Congressional
Budget Office, representatives of institutions
of higher education with expertise in Federal
and State financial aid assistance, State
chief executive officers of higher education
with a demonstrated commitment to simpli-
fying the FAFSA, and such other individuals
as the Comptroller General and the Sec-
retary of Education may designate.

Strike line 22 on page 821 and all that fol-
lows through line 2 on page 822 and insert the
following:

“(7) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of the Higher Edu-
cation Amendments of 2007, the Comptroller
General and the Secretary shall prepare and
submit a report on the results of the study
required under this subsection to the author-
izing committees.”.

SA 2374. Mr. SESSIONS proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 1642, to ex-
tend the authorization of programs
under the Higher Education Act of 1965,
and for other purposes; as follows:

At the end of title I, add the following:

SEC. 114. FOREIGN MEDICAL SCHOOLS.

(a) PERCENTAGE PASS RATE.—

1 IN GENERAL.—Section
102(2)(2)(A)(1)(TD)(bb) (20 U.S.C.
1002(a)(2)(A)(A)(D)(bb)) is amended by striking
60"’ and inserting ‘75",

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by paragraph (1) shall take effect on
July 1, 2010.
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(b) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General of the United States
shall—

(A) complete a study that shall examine
American students receiving Federal finan-
cial aid to attend graduate medical schools
located outside of the United States; and

(B) submit to Congress a report setting
forth the conclusions of the study.

(2) CONTENTS.—The study conducted under
this subsection shall include the following:

(A) The amount of Federal student finan-
cial aid dollars that are being spent on grad-
uate medical schools located outside of the
United States every year, and the percentage
of overall student aid such amount rep-
resents.

(B) The percentage of students of such
medical schools who pass the examinations
administered by the Educational Commis-
sion for Foreign Medical Graduates the first
time.

(C) The percentage of students of such
medical schools who pass the examinations
administered by the Educational Commis-
sion for Foreign Medical Graduates after
taking such examinations multiple times,
disaggregated by how many times the stu-
dents had to take the examinations to pass.

(D) The percentage of recent graduates of
such medical schools practicing medicine in
the United States, and a description of where
the students are practicing and what types
of medicine the students are practicing.

(E) The rate of graduates of such medical
schools who lose malpractice lawsuits or
have the graduates’ medical licenses re-
voked, as compared to graduates of graduate
medical schools located in the United States.

(F) Recommendations regarding the per-
centage passing rate of the examinations ad-
ministered by the Educational Commission
for Foreign Medical Graduates that the
United States should require of graduate
medical schools located outside of the
United States for Federal financial aid pur-
poses.

SA 2375. Mr. ENZI (for Mr. BURR) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill S. 1642,
to extend the authorization of pro-
grams under the Higher Education Act
of 1965, and for other purposes; as fol-
lows:

After section 205 of the Higher Education
Act of 1965 (as amended by section 201 of the
Higher Education Amendments of 2007), in-
sert the following:

“SEC. 205A. TEACHER DEVELOPMENT.

‘‘(a) ANNUAL GOALS.—As a condition of re-
ceiving assistance under title IV, each insti-
tution of higher education that conducts a
traditional teacher preparation program or
alternative routes to State certification or
licensure program and that enrolls students
receiving Federal assistance under this Act
shall set annual quantifiable goals for—

‘(1) increasing the number of prospective
teachers trained in teacher shortage areas
designated by the Secretary, including math-
ematics, science, special education, and in-
struction of limited English proficient stu-
dents; and

“(2) more closely linking the training pro-
vided by the institution with the needs of
schools and the instructional decisions new
teachers face in the classroom.

““(b) ASSURANCE.—AS a condition of receiv-
ing assistance under title IV, each institu-
tion described in subsection (a) shall provide
an assurance to the Secretary that—

‘(1) training provided to prospective teach-
ers responds to the identified needs of the
local educational agencies or States where
the institution’s graduates are likely to

S9785

teach, based on past hiring and recruitment
trends;

‘‘(2) prospective special education teachers
receive coursework in core academic sub-
jects and receive training in providing in-
struction in core academic subjects;

“(3) regular education teachers receive
training in providing instruction to diverse
populations, including children with disabil-
ities, limited English proficient students,
and children from low-income families; and

‘‘(4) prospective teachers receive training
on how to effectively teach in urban and
rural schools.

‘‘(c) PUBLIC REPORTING.—AS part of the an-
nual report card required under section
205(a)(1), an institution of higher education
described in subsection (a) shall publicly re-
port whether the goals established under
such subsection have been met.

SA 2376. Mr. BROWN proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 1642, to ex-
tend the authorization of programs
under the Higher Education Act of 1965,
and for other purposes; as follows:

At the end of title IV of the bill, add the
following:

PART H—FEDERAL SUPPLEMENTAL LOAN
PROGRAM
SEC. 499. FEDERAL SUPPLEMENTAL LOAN PRO-
GRAM.

Title IV (20 U.S.C. 1070 et seq.) is further
amended by adding at the end the following:
“SEC. 499B. FEDERAL SUPPLEMENTAL LOAN PRO-

GRAM.

‘‘(a) PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary
shall carry out a Federal Supplemental Loan
Program in accordance with this section.

“(b) ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS.—An individual
shall be eligible to receive a loan under this
section if such individual attends an institu-
tion of higher education on a full-time basis
as an undergraduate or graduate student.

““(¢) FIXED INTEREST RATE LOANS AND VARI-
ABLE INTEREST RATE LOANS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning with academic
year 2008-2009, the Secretary shall make
fixed interest rate loans and variable inter-
est rate loans to eligible individuals under
this section to enable such individuals to
pursue their courses of study at institutions
of higher education on a full-time basis.

¢(2) FIXED INTEREST RATE LOANS.—With re-
spect to a fixed interest rate loan made
under this section, the applicable rate of in-
terest on the principal balance of the loan
shall be set by the Secretary at the lowest
rate for the borrower that will result in no
net cost to the Federal Government over the
life of the loan.

¢“(3) VARIABLE INTEREST RATE LOANS.—With
respect to a variable interest rate loan made
under this section, the applicable rate of in-
terest shall, during any 12-month period be-
ginning on July 1 and ending on June 30, be
determined on the preceding June 1 and be
equal to—

‘““(A) the bond equivalent rate of 91-day
Treasury bills auctioned at the final auction
held prior to such June 1; plus

‘“(B) a margin determined on an annual
basis by the Secretary to result in the lowest
rate for the borrower that will result in no
net cost to the Federal Government over the
life of the loan.

“(d) MAXIMUM LOAN AMOUNT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall
make a loan under this section in any
amount up to the maximum amount de-
scribed in paragraph (2).

“4(2) MAXIMUM AMOUNT.—For an eligible in-
dividual, the maximum amount shall be cal-
culated by subtracting from the estimated
cost of attendance for such individual to at-
tend the institution of higher education, any
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amount of financial aid awarded to the eligi-
ble individual and any loan amount for
which the individual is eligible, but does not
receive such amount, pursuant to the sub-
sidized loan program established under sec-
tion 428 and the unsubsidized loan program
established under section 428H. For the pur-
poses of this section, an institution of higher
education may reduce its cost of attendance.

‘‘(e) COSIGNERS.—The Secretary shall offer
to eligible individuals both fixed interest
rate loans and variable interest rate loans
under this section with the option of having
a cosigner or not having a cosigner.

“(f) REPAYMENT.—The Secretary shall offer
a borrower of a loan made under this section
the same repayment plans the Secretary of-
fers under section 455(d) for Federal Direct
Loans.

‘‘(g) CONSOLIDATION.—A borrower of a loan
made under this section may consolidate
such loan with Federal Direct Loans made
under part D.

““(h) DISCLOSURES AND COOLING OFF PE-
RIOD.—

‘(1) DISCLOSURES.—The Secretary shall
provide disclosures to each borrower of a
loan made under this section that are not
less than as protective as the disclosures re-
quired under the Truth in Lending Act (15
U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), including providing a de-
scription of the terms, fees, and annual per-
centage rate with respect to the loan before
signing the promissory note.

‘“(2) COOLING OFF PERIOD.—With respect to
loans made under this section, the Secretary
shall provide a cooling off period for the bor-
rower of not less than 10 business days dur-
ing which an individual may rescind consent
to borrow funds pursuant to this section.

‘(i) DISCRETION TO ALTER.—The Secretary
may design or alter the loan program under
this section with features similar to those
offered by private lenders as part of loans fi-
nancing postsecondary education.”.

SA 2377. Mr. DURBIN (for himself,
Mr. LEVIN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. BOXER,
and Mrs. CLINTON) proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 1642, to extend the
authorization of programs under the
Higher Education Act of 1965, and for
other purposes; as follows:

At the end of title IX, add the following:
PART E—OMNIBUS CRIME CONTROL AND
SAFE STREETS ACT OF 1968

SEC. 951. SHORT TITLE.

This part may be cited as the ‘“‘John R.
Justice Prosecutors and Defenders Incentive
Act of 2007,

SEC. 952. LOAN REPAYMENT FOR PROSECUTORS
AND DEFENDERS.

Title I of the Omnibus Crime Control and
Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3711 et
seq.) is amended by inserting after part II (42
U.S.C. 3797cc et seq.) the following:

“PART JJ—LOAN REPAYMENT FOR
PROSECUTORS AND PUBLIC DEFENDERS
“SEC. 3001. GRANT AUTHORIZATION.

‘‘(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section
is to encourage qualified individuals to enter
and continue employment as prosecutors and
public defenders.

‘“(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) PROSECUTOR.—The term ‘prosecutor’
means a full-time employee of a State or
local agency who—

‘““(A) is continually licensed to practice
law; and

‘(B) prosecutes criminal or juvenile delin-
quency cases at the State or local level (in-
cluding supervision, education, or training of
other persons prosecuting such cases).

‘“(2) PUBLIC DEFENDER.—The term ‘public
defender’ means an attorney who—
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‘“(A) is continually licensed to practice
law; and

“(B) is—

‘(i) a full-time employee of a State or
local agency who provides legal representa-
tion to indigent persons in criminal or juve-
nile delinquency cases (including super-
vision, education, or training of other per-
sons providing such representation);

‘“(ii) a full-time employee of a nonprofit or-
ganization operating under a contract with a
State or unit of local government, who de-
votes substantially all of his or her full-time
employment to providing legal representa-
tion to indigent persons in criminal or juve-
nile delinquency cases, (including super-
vision, education, or training of other per-
sons providing such representation); or

‘“(iii) employed as a full-time Federal de-
fender attorney in a defender organization
established pursuant to subsection (g) of sec-
tion 3006A of title 18, United States Code,
that provides legal representation to indi-
gent persons in criminal or juvenile delin-
quency cases.

‘“(3) STUDENT LOAN.—The term
loan’ means—

““(A) a loan made, insured, or guaranteed
under part B of title IV of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1071 et seq.);

‘“(B) a loan made under part D or E of title
IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 1087a et seq. and 1087aa et seq.); and

“(C) a loan made under section 428C or
455(g) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 1078-3 and 1087e(g)) to the extent that
such loan was used to repay a Federal Direct
Stafford Loan, a Federal Direct Unsubsidized
Stafford Loan, or a loan made under section
428 or 428H of such Act.

‘“(c) PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.—The Attorney
General shall establish a program by which
the Department of Justice shall assume the
obligation to repay a student loan, by direct
payments on behalf of a borrower to the
holder of such loan, in accordance with sub-
section (d), for any borrower who—

‘(1) is employed as a prosecutor or public
defender; and

‘“(2) is not in default on a loan for which
the borrower seeks forgiveness.

‘(d) TERMS OF AGREEMENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—To be eligible to receive
repayment benefits under subsection (c), a
borrower shall enter into a written agree-
ment that specifies that—

““(A) the borrower will remain employed as
a prosecutor or public defender for a required
period of service of not less than 3 years, un-
less involuntarily separated from that em-
ployment;

‘“(B) if the borrower is involuntarily sepa-
rated from employment on account of mis-
conduct, or voluntarily separates from em-
ployment, before the end of the period speci-
fied in the agreement, the borrower will
repay the Attorney General the amount of
any benefits received by such employee
under this section;

‘“(C) if the borrower is required to repay an
amount to the Attorney General under sub-
paragraph (B) and fails to repay such
amount, a sum equal to that amount shall be
recoverable by the Federal Government from
the employee (or such employee’s estate, if
applicable) by such methods as are provided
by law for the recovery of amounts owed to
the Federal Government;

‘(D) the Attorney General may waive, in
whole or in part, a right of recovery under
this subsection if it is shown that recovery
would be against equity and good conscience
or against the public interest; and

‘(E) the Attorney General shall make stu-
dent loan payments under this section for
the period of the agreement, subject to the
availability of appropriations.

‘(2) REPAYMENTS.—
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““(A) IN GENERAL.—Any amount repaid by,
or recovered from, an individual or the es-
tate of an individual under this subsection
shall be credited to the appropriation ac-
count from which the amount involved was
originally paid.

‘(B) MERGER.—Any amount credited under
subparagraph (A) shall be merged with other
sums in such account and shall be available
for the same purposes and period, and sub-
ject to the same limitations, if any, as the
sums with which the amount was merged.

““(3) LIMITATIONS.—

““(A) STUDENT LOAN PAYMENT AMOUNT.—
Student loan repayments made by the Attor-
ney General under this section shall be made
subject to such terms, limitations, or condi-
tions as may be mutually agreed upon by the
borrower and the Attorney General in an
agreement under paragraph (1), except that
the amount paid by the Attorney General
under this section shall not exceed—

‘(i) $10,000 for any borrower in any cal-
endar year; or

‘(ii) an aggregate total of $60,000 in the
case of any borrower.

‘(B) BEGINNING OF PAYMENTS.—Nothing in
this section shall authorize the Attorney
General to pay any amount to reimburse a
borrower for any repayments made by such
borrower prior to the date on which the At-
torney General entered into an agreement
with the borrower under this subsection.

‘‘(e) ADDITIONAL AGREEMENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—On completion of the re-
quired period of service under an agreement
under subsection (d), the borrower and the
Attorney General may, subject to paragraph
(2), enter into an additional agreement in ac-
cordance with subsection (d).

“(2) TERM.—An agreement entered into
under paragraph (1) may require the bor-
rower to remain employed as a prosecutor or
public defender for less than 3 years.

“(f) AWARD BASIS; PRIORITY.—

‘(1) AWARD BASIS.—Subject to paragraph
(2), the Attorney General shall provide re-
payment benefits under this section—

‘“(A) giving priority to borrowers who have
the least ability to repay their loans, except
that the Attorney General shall determine a
fair allocation of repayment benefits among
prosecutors and public defenders, and among
employing entities nationwide; and

‘(B) subject to the availability of appro-
priations.

‘‘(2) PRIORITY.—The Attorney General shall
give priority in providing repayment bene-
fits under this section in any fiscal year to a
borrower who—

““(A) received repayment benefits under
this section during the preceding fiscal year;
and

‘“(B) has completed less than 3 years of the
first required period of service specified for
the borrower in an agreement entered into
under subsection (d).

‘(g) REGULATIONS.—The Attorney General
is authorized to issue such regulations as
may be necessary to carry out the provisions
of this section.

““(h) STUDY.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this section, the
Government Accountability Office shall
study and report to Congress on the impact
of law school accreditation requirements and
other factors on law school costs and access,
including the impact of such requirements
on racial and ethnic minorities.

‘(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section $25,000,000 for fiscal
year 2008 and such sums as may be necessary
for each succeeding fiscal year.”.

SA 2378. Mr. COLEMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1642, to extend the
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authorization of programs under the
Higher Education Act of 1965, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

On page 678, strike line 23 and all that fol-
lows through page 679, line 2, and insert the
following:

(III) in clause (i)—

(aa) in subclause (I), by striking ‘‘or’’ after
the semicolon;

(bb) by striking subclause (II) and insert-
ing the following:

““(IT) a critical foreign language; or

‘“(III) science, technology, engineering, or
mathematics education, if such major re-
quires students to take the same science,
technology, engineering, or mathematics
courses, respectively, as students majoring
in science, technology, engineering, or math-
ematics, respectively; and’’; and

SA 2379. Mr. THUNE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 1585, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2008 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle B of title VIII, add
the following:

SEC. 827. MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT AUTHOR-
ITY FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE FOR THE PURCHASE OF SYN-
THETIC FUELS.

MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT AUTHOR-

(a)
1ZED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 14lof title 10,
United States Code, as amended by section
826cc of this Act, is further amended by add-
ing at the end the following new section:
“§2410r Multiyear procurement authority:

purchase of synthetic fuels

‘“(a) MULTIYEAR CONTRACTS AUTHORIZED.—
Subject to subsections (b) and (c), the head
of an agency may enter into contracts for a
period not to exceed 10 years for the pur-
chase of synthetic fuels.

““(b) LIMITATIONS ON CONTRACTS FOR PERI-
ODS IN EXCESS OF FIVE YEARS.—The head of
an agency may exercise the authority in sub-
section (a) to enter a contract for a period in
excess of five years only if the head of the
agency determines, on the basis of a business
case prepared by the agency, that—

‘(1) the proposed purchase of fuels under
such contract is cost effective for the agen-
cy; and

‘“(2) it would not be possible to purchase
fuels from the source in an economical man-
ner without the use of a contract for a period
in excess of five years.

¢‘(¢) LIMITATION ON LIFECYCLE GREENHOUSE
GAs EMISSIONS.—The head of an agency may
not purchase synthetic fuels under the au-
thority in subsection (a) unless the lifecycle
greenhouse gas emissions from such fuels are
not greater than the lifecycle greenhouse gas
emissions from conventional petroleum-
based fuels that are used in the same appli-
cation.

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The term ‘head of an agency’ has the
meaning given that term in section 2302(1) of
this title.

‘(2) The term ‘synthetic fuel’ means any
liquid, gas, or combination thereof that—

““(A) can be used as a substitute for petro-
leum or natural gas (or any derivative there-
of, including chemical feedstocks); and

‘(B) is produced by chemical or physical
transformation of domestic sources of en-
ergy.”’.
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(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 141 of
such title, as so amended, is further amended
by adding at the end the following new item:
©‘2410r. Multiyear procurement authority:

purchase of synthetic fuels.”.

(b) REGULATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense shall prescribe reg-
ulations requiring the head of an agency ini-
tiating a multiyear contract as authorized
by section 2410r of title 10, United States
Code (as added by subsection (a)), to find
that—

(A) there is a reasonable expectation that
throughout the contemplated contract pe-
riod the head of the agency will request
funding for the contract at the level required
to avoid contract cancellation;

(B) there is a stable design for all related
technologies to the purchase of synthetic
fuels as so authorized; and

(C) the technical risks associated with
such technologies are not excessive.

(2) MINIMUM ANTICIPATED SAVINGS.—The
regulations required by paragraph (1) shall
provide that, in any case in which the esti-
mated total expenditure under a multiyear
contract (or several multiyear contracts
with the same prime contractor) under sec-
tion 2410r of title 10, United States Code (as
so added), are anticipated to be more than
(or, in the case of several contracts, the ag-
gregate of which is anticipated to be more
than) $5640,000,000 (in fiscal year 1990 constant
dollars), the head of an agency may initiate
such contract under such section only upon a
finding that use of such contract will result
in savings exceeding 10 percent of the total
anticipated costs of procuring the synthetic
fuel concerned through annual contracts. If
such estimated savings will exceed 5 percent
of the total anticipated costs of procuring
the synthetic fuel concerned through annual
contracts, but not exceed 10 percent of such
costs, the head of the agency may initiate
such contract under such section only upon a
finding in writing that an exceptionally
strong case has been made with regard to
findings required in paragraph (1).

(3) LIMITATION ON USE OF AUTHORITY.—NoO
contract may be entered into under the au-
thority in section 2410r of title 10, United
States Code (as so added), until the regula-
tions required by paragraph (1) are pre-
scribed.

SA 2380. Mr. HARKIN proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 2377 pro-
posed by Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
LEVIN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. BOXER, and
Mrs. CLINTON) to the bill S. 1642, to ex-
tend the authorization of programs
under the Higher Education Act of 1965,
and for other purposes; as follows:

In part B of the Higher Education Act of
1965, as amended by the Higher Education
Amendments of 2007, insert after section
428K the following:

“SEC. 428L. LOAN REPAYMENT FOR CIVIL LEGAL
ASSISTANCE ATTORNEYS.

‘‘(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section
is to encourage qualified individuals to enter
and continue employment as civil legal as-
sistance attorneys.

‘“(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) CIVIL LEGAL ASSISTANCE ATTORNEY.—
The term ‘civil legal assistance attorney’
means an attorney who—

““(A) is a full-time employee of a nonprofit
organization that provides legal assistance
with respect to civil matters to low-income
individuals without a fee;

‘“(B) as such employee, provides civil legal
assistance as described in subparagraph (A)
on a full-time basis; and
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“(C) is continually licensed to practice
law.

‘(2) STUDENT LOAN.—The term
loan’ means—

‘““(A) subject to subparagraph (B), a loan
made, insured, or guaranteed under part B,
D, or E of this title; and

‘“(B) a loan made under section 428C or
455(g), to the extent that such loan was used
to repay—

‘(i) a Federal Direct Stafford Loan, a Fed-
eral Direct Unsubsidized Stafford Loan, or a
Federal Direct PLUS Loan;

‘‘(ii) a loan made under section 428, 428B, or
428H; or

‘‘(iii) a loan made under part E.

‘‘(c) PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary
shall carry out a program of assuming the
obligation to repay a student loan, by direct
payments on behalf of a borrower to the
holder of such loan, in accordance with sub-
section (d), for any borrower who—

‘(1) is employed as a civil legal assistance
attorney; and

‘“(2) is not in default on a loan for which
the borrower seeks repayment.

‘“(d) TERMS OF AGREEMENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—To be eligible to receive
repayment benefits under subsection (c), a
borrower shall enter into a written agree-
ment with the Secretary that specifies
that—

‘“(A) the borrower will remain employed as
a civil legal assistance attorney for a re-
quired period of service of not less than 3
years, unless involuntarily separated from
that employment;

‘(B) if the borrower is involuntarily sepa-
rated from employment on account of mis-
conduct, or voluntarily separates from em-
ployment, before the end of the period speci-
fied in the agreement, the borrower will
repay the Secretary the amount of any bene-
fits received by such employee under this
agreement;

“‘(C) if the borrower is required to repay an
amount to the Secretary under subparagraph
(B) and fails to repay such amount, a sum
equal to that amount shall be recoverable by
the Federal Government from the employee
by such methods as are provided by law for
the recovery of amounts owed to the Federal
Government;

‘(D) the Secretary may waive, in whole or
in part, a right of recovery under this sub-
section if it is shown that recovery would be
against equity and good conscience or
against the public interest; and

‘“(E) the Secretary shall make student loan
payments under this section for the period of
the agreement, subject to the availability of
appropriations.

“(2) REPAYMENTS.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—Any amount repaid by,
or recovered from, an individual under this
subsection shall be credited to the appropria-
tion account from which the amount in-
volved was originally paid.

‘(B) MERGER.—Any amount credited under
subparagraph (A) shall be merged with other
sums in such account and shall be available
for the same purposes and period, and sub-
ject to the same limitations, if any, as the
sums with which the amount was merged.

*“(3) LIMITATIONS.—

““(A) STUDENT LOAN PAYMENT AMOUNT.—
Student loan repayments made by the Sec-
retary under this section shall be made sub-
ject to such terms, limitations, or conditions
as may be mutually agreed upon by the bor-
rower and the Secretary in an agreement
under paragraph (1), except that the amount
paid by the Secretary under this section
shall not exceed—

‘(i) $6,000 for any borrower in any calendar
year; or

‘(ii) an aggregate total of $40,000 in the
case of any borrower.

‘student
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‘(B) BEGINNING OF PAYMENTS.—Nothing in
this section shall authorize the Secretary to
pay any amount to reimburse a borrower for
any repayments made by such borrower prior
to the date on which the Secretary entered
into an agreement with the borrower under
this subsection.

‘‘(e) ADDITIONAL AGREEMENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—On completion of the re-
quired period of service under an agreement
under subsection (d), the borrower and the
Secretary may, subject to paragraph (2),
enter into an additional agreement in ac-
cordance with subsection (d).

‘“(2) TERM.—An agreement entered into
under paragraph (1) may require the bor-
rower to remain employed as a civil legal as-
sistance attorney for less than 3 years.

“(f) AWARD BASIS; PRIORITY.—

‘(1) AWARD BASIS.—Subject to paragraph
(2), the Secretary shall provide repayment
benefits under this section on a first-come,
first-served basis, and subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations.

‘(2) PRIORITY.—The Secretary shall give
priority in providing repayment benefits
under this section in any fiscal year to a bor-
rower who—

‘““(A) has practiced law for 5 years or less
and, for at least 90 percent of the time in
such practice, has served as a civil legal as-
sistance attorney;

‘“(B) received repayment benefits under
this section during the preceding fiscal year;
and

‘(C) has completed less than 3 years of the
first required period of service specified for
the borrower in an agreement entered into
under subsection (d).

‘‘(g) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary is au-
thorized to issue such regulations as may be
necessary to carry out the provisions of this
section.

““(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section $10,000,000 for fiscal
year 2008 and such sums as may be necessary
for each succeeding fiscal year.”.

SA 2381. Mr. KENNEDY proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 2369 sub-
mitted by Mr. COBURN to the bill S.
1642, to extend the authorization of
programs under the Higher Education
Act of 1965, and for other purposes; as
follows:

Strike all after the first word and insert
the following:

114. RESTRICTION ON USE OF FEDERAL FUNDS

(1) No federal funds received by an institu-
tion of higher education may be used to pay
any person for influencing or attempting to
influence an officer or employee of any agen-
cy, a Member of Congress, an officer or em-
ployee of Congress, or an employee of a
Member of Congress in connection with any
Federal action described in paragraph (2) of
this section.

(2) The prohibition in paragraph (1) of this
section applies with respect to the following
Federal actions:

(a) the awarding of any Federal contract;

(b) the making of an Federal grant;

(c) the making of any Federal loan;

(d) the entering into of any cooperative
agreement;

(e) the extension, continuation, renewal,
amendment, or modification of any Federal
contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agree-
ment.

(3) No Federal student aid funding may be
used to hire a registered lobbyist or pay any
person or entity for securing an earmark.

(4) Any person who makes an expenditure
prohibited by section (1) or section (3) shall
be subject to a civil penalty of not less than
$100,000 and not more than $1,000,000.
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(5) The Secretary of Education shall take
such actions as are necessary to ensure that
the provisions of this section are vigorously
implemented and enforced in such agency.

SA 2382. Mr. KENNEDY (for himself
and Mr. ENZI) proposed an amendment
to the bill S. 1642, to extend the au-
thorization of programs under the
Higher Education Act of 1965, and for
other purposes; as follows:

On page 561, line 12, strike ‘90’ and insert
€30,

On page 577, strike lines 20 through 22, and
insert the following:

‘“(b) EXCEPTION.—The provisions of sub-
section (a) shall not apply to a system (or a
successor system) that is necessary for the
operation of programs authorized by title II,
IV, or VII that were in use by the Secretary,
directly or through a contractor, as of the
day before the date of enactment of the
Higher Education Amendments of 2007.

On page 601, strike lines 5 through 12 and
insert the following:

€(10) HIGH-NEED EARLY CHILDHOOD EDU-
CATION PROGRAM.—The term ‘high-need early
childhood education program’ means an
early childhood education program serving
children from low-income families that is lo-
cated within the geographic area served by a
high-need local educational agency.

On page 611, line 9, after ‘‘learning’ insert
‘. which may include the use of formative
assessments, performance-based assess-
ments, project-based assessments, or port-
folio assessments, that measure higher-order
thinking skills, including application, anal-
ysis, synthesis, and evaluation”.

On page 611, strike lines 14 through 16 and
insert the following:

‘(G) use, in the case of an early childhood
educator, age- and developmentally-appro-
priate strategies and practices for children
in early education programs.

On page 614, strike lines 18 through 21 and
insert the following:

‘“(i) State early learning standards for
early childhood education programs, as ap-
propriate, and with the relevant domains of
early childhood development; and

On page 631, between lines 4 and 5, insert
the following:

“(f) ALLOWABLE USE OF GRANT FUNDS.—An
eligible partnership that receives a grant
under this part may use grant funds provided
to carry out the activities described in sub-
sections (d) and (e) to partner with a tele-
vision public broadcast station, as defined in
section 397(6) of the Communications Act of
1934 (47 U.S.C. 397(6)), for the purpose of im-
proving the quality of pre-baccalaureate
teacher preparation programs. The partner-
ship may use such funds to enhance the qual-
ity of pre-service training for prospective
teachers, including through the use of digital
educational content and related services.

On page 631, line 5, strike ‘‘(f)’’ and insert

“(g)”.
On page 631, line 23, strike ‘‘(g)”’ and insert
“(n)”.
On page 632, line 6, strike ‘“(h)”’ and insert
“d)”.

On page 667, line 8, strike ‘‘and’’.

On page 667, strike line 10, and insert ‘‘fied
graduate program;’’.

On page 667, between lines 10 and 11, insert
the following:

‘““(Z) Kentucky State University qualified
graduate program; and

‘“(AA) Grambling State University quali-
fied graduate program.’’;

On page 667, line 20, strike “‘and’’.

On page 667, line 20, after ‘“(Y)” insert ‘,
(Z), and (AA)”.

On page 668, line 3, strike ‘“‘and (Y)”’ and in-
sert ‘““(Y), (Z), and (AA)”.
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On page 668, line 7, strike ‘‘(Y)”’ and insert
“(AA)”.

On page 679, strike lines 12 through 23 and
insert the following:

‘(i) offers a single liberal arts curriculum
leading to a baccalaureate degree, under
which students are not permitted by the in-
stitution to declare a major in a particular
subject area, and those students—

“(I) study, in such years, a subject de-
scribed in subparagraph (C)(i) that is at least
equal to the requirements for an academic
major at an institution of higher education
that offers a baccalaureate degree in such
subject, as certified by an appropriate offi-
cial from the institution; or

““(IT1) are required, as part of their degree
program, to undertake a rigorous course of
study in mathematics, biology, chemistry,
and physics, which consists of at least—

‘‘(aa) 4 years of study in mathematics; and

““(bb) 3 years of study in the sciences, with
a laboratory component in each of those
years; and

On page 712, between lines 2 and 3, insert
the following:

(3) in subsection (b), by adding at the end
the following:

‘(3) CARRY OVER.—AnN eligible entity that
receives a grant under this chapter may
carry over any unspent grant funds from the
final year of the grant period into the fol-
lowing year.”’;

On page 716, between lines 8 and 9, insert
the following:

(4) in subsection (c¢)(1), by striking ‘‘paid to
students from State, local, institutional, or
private funds under this chapter’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘obligated to students from State, local,
institutional, or private funds under this
chapter, including pre-existing non-Federal
financial assistance programs,’’;

On page 716, between lines 16 and 17, insert
the following:

(5) in subsection (¢c)—

(A) in paragraph (2), by striking
after the semicolon;

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(4) other resources recognized by the Sec-
retary, including equipment and supplies,
cash contributions from non-Federal sources,
transportation expenses, in-kind or dis-
counted program services, indirect costs, and
facility usage.”.

On page 720, between lines 11 and 12, insert
the following:

‘(12) Fostering and improving parent and
family involvement in elementary and sec-
ondary education by promoting the advan-
tages of a college education, and empha-
sizing academic admission requirements and
the need to take college preparation courses,
through parent engagement and leadership
activities.

‘“(13) Disseminating information that pro-
motes the importance of higher education,
explains college preparation and admissions
requirements, and raises awareness of the re-
sources and services provided by the eligible
entities to eligible students, their families,
and communities.

On page 767, strike lines 20 through 22 and
insert the following:

SEC. 423. DEFAULT REDUCTION PROGRAM.
Section 428F (20 U.S.C. 1078-6) is amended—
(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1)(A), by adding at the
end the following: ‘“Upon the sale of the loan
to an eligible lender, the guaranty agency,
and any prior holder of the loan, shall re-
quest any consumer reporting agency to
which the guaranty agency or holder, as ap-
plicable, reported the default of the loan, to
remove the record of default from the bor-
rower’s credit history.”’; and

“and”’
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(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘(6) LIMITATION.—A borrower may obtain
the benefits available under this subsection
with respect to rehabilitating a loan only
one time per loan.”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

On page 784, between lines 20 and 21, insert
the following:

SEC. 451A. ALLOWANCE FOR BOOKS AND SUP-
PLIES.
Section 462(c)(4)(D) (20 U.S.C.

1087bb(c)(4)(D)) is amended by striking ‘‘$450°°

and inserting “$600°.

SEC. 451B. PERKINS LOAN FORBEARANCE.
Section 464 (20 U.S.C. 1087dd) is amended—
(1) in subsection (e)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘‘, upon written request,” and in-
serting ¢, as documented in accordance with
paragraph (2),”’;

(B) by redesignating paragraphs (1)
through (3) as subparagraphs (A) through (C),
respectively;

(C) by inserting
ANCE.—’; and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(2) For the purpose of paragraph (1), the
terms of forbearance agreed to by the parties
shall be documented by—

““(A) confirming the agreement of the bor-
rower by notice to the borrower from the in-
stitution of higher education; and

‘(B) recording the terms in the borrower’s
file.””; and

(2) in subsection (j), by striking ‘‘(e)(3)”
and inserting ‘““‘(e)(1)(C)”".

On page 824, strike lines 13 through 16 and
insert ‘“‘who has completed secondary school;
or’.

On page 828, strike lines 6 through 12 and
insert the following:

‘“(P) institutional policies and sanctions
related to copyright infringement, includ-
ing—

‘(i) an annual disclosure that explicitly in-
forms students that unauthorized distribu-
tion of copyrighted material, including un-
authorized peer-to-peer file sharing, may
subject the students to civil and criminal 1i-
abilities;

‘‘(ii) a summary of the penalties for viola-
tion of Federal copyright laws;

‘“(iii) a description of the institution’s poli-
cies with respect to unauthorized peer-to-
peer file sharing, including disciplinary ac-
tions that are taken against students who
engage in unauthorized distribution of copy-
righted materials using the institution’s in-
formation technology system; and

“(iv) a description of actions that the in-
stitution takes to prevent and detect unau-
thorized distribution of copyrighted material
on the institution’s information technology
system;

On page 838, line 4, strike ‘‘institution’s’.

On page 838, line 5, insert ‘‘established by
the institution’ after ‘‘policies’.

On page 838, strike lines 8 through 11, and
insert the following:

‘““(A) any established criteria the institu-
tion uses regarding the transfer of credit
earned at another institution of higher edu-
cation; and

On page 887, strike lines 21 through 23, and
insert the following:

“(B) that include a statement of the cri-
teria established by the institution regard-
ing the transfer of credit earned at another
institution of higher education.”’;

On page 827, between lines 20 and 21, insert
the following:

(i) in subparagraph (G)—

(I) by striking ‘‘program, and’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘program,’’; and

(IT) by inserting *‘, and (iv) any plans by
the institution for improving the academic
program of the institution’ after ‘“‘instruc-
tional personnel’’; and

“(1)” after ‘“FORBEAR-
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On page 829, line 11, strike ‘‘and’ after the
semicolon.

On page 829, strike line 13 and insert the
following:

institution pursuant to subsection (i).

‘(U) the retention rate of certificate- or
degree-seeking, full-time, undergraduate stu-
dents entering such institution.”’;

On page 883, strike line 1 and all that fol-
lows through page 884, line 9 and insert the
following:

‘“(A) success with respect to student
achievement in relation to the institution’s
mission, which may include different stand-
ards for different institutions or programs,
as established by the institution, including,
as appropriate, consideration of State licens-
ing examinations and job placement rates;’’;

On page 887, line 24, strike ‘“‘and”’.

On page 888, line 7, strike the second period
and insert ‘‘; and”’.

On page 888, between lines 7 and 8, insert
the following:

(4) in subsection (0), by adding at the end
the following: ‘“‘Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, the Secretary shall not pro-
mulgate any regulation with respect to sub-
section (a)(5).”.

Strike line 24 on page 939 and all that fol-
lows through line 2 on page 940 and insert the
following:

‘“(6) AMOUNTS FOR SCHOLARSHIPS.—AIll of
the amounts appropriated to carry out this
subsection for a fiscal year shall be used for
scholarships awarded under this subsection,
except that a nonprofit organization receiv-
ing a contract under this subsection may use
not more than 1 percent of such amounts for
the administrative costs of the contract.”.

After line 24 on page 1032, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 802. ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS.

Title VIII (as added by section 801) is fur-
ther amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“PART N—SCHOOL OF VETERINARY MEDI-
CINE COMPETITIVE GRANT PROGRAM
“SEC. 876. SCHOOL OF VETERINARY MEDICINE

COMPETITIVE GRANT PROGRAM.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health
and Human Services (referred to in this sec-
tion as the ‘Secretary’) shall award competi-
tive grants to eligible entities for the pur-
pose of improving public health preparedness
through increasing the number of veterinar-
ians in the workforce.

“(b) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—To be eligible to
receive a grant under subsection (a), an enti-
ty shall—

(1) be—

““(A) a public or other nonprofit school of
veterinary medicine that is accredited by a
nationally recognized accrediting agency or
association recognized by the Secretary of
Education pursuant to part H of title IV;

‘“(B) a public or nonprofit, department of
comparative medicine, department of veteri-
nary science, school of public health, or
school of medicine that is accredited by a na-
tionally recognized accrediting agency or as-
sociation recognized by the Secretary of
Education pursuant to part H of title IV and
that offers graduate training for veterinar-
ians in a public health practice area as deter-
mined by the Secretary; or

‘“(C) a public or nonprofit entity that—

‘(i) conducts recognized residency training
programs for veterinarians that are approved
by a veterinary specialty organization that
is recognized by the American Veterinary
Medical Association; and

‘“(ii) offers postgraduate training for vet-
erinarians in a public health practice area as
determined by the Secretary; and

‘(2) prepare and submit to the Secretary
an application, at such time, in such man-
ner, and containing such information as the
Secretary may require.
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‘‘(c) CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATIONS.—The
Secretary shall establish procedures to en-
sure that applications under subsection (b)(2)
are rigorously reviewed and that grants are
competitively awarded based on—

‘(1) the ability of the applicant to increase
the number of veterinarians who are trained
in specified public health practice areas as
determined by the Secretary;

“‘(2) the ability of the applicant to increase
capacity in research on high priority disease
agents; or

““(3) any other consideration the Secretary
determines necessary.

‘‘(d) PREFERENCE.—In awarding grants
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall give
preference to applicants that demonstrate a
comprehensive approach by involving more
than one school of veterinary medicine, de-
partment of comparative medicine, depart-
ment of veterinary science, school of public
health, school of medicine, or residency
training program that offers postgraduate
training for veterinarians in a public health
practice area as determined by the Sec-
retary.

‘“(e) UsSE OF FUNDS.—Amounts received
under a grant under this section shall be
used by a grantee to increase the number of
veterinarians in the workforce through pay-
ing costs associated with the expansion of
academic programs at schools of veterinary
medicine, departments of comparative medi-
cine, departments of veterinary science, or
entities offering residency training pro-
grams, or academic programs that offer post-
graduate training for veterinarians or con-
current training for veterinary students in
specific areas of specialization, which costs
may include minor renovation and improve-
ment in classrooms, libraries, and labora-
tories.

‘“(f) DEFINITION OF PUBLIC HEALTH PRAC-
TICE.—In this section, the term ‘public
health practice’ includes bioterrorism and
emergency preparedness, environmental
health, food safety and food security, regu-
latory medicine, diagnostic laboratory medi-
cine, and biomedical research.

“(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section such sums as may be
necessary for fiscal year 2008 and each of the
5 succeeding fiscal years. Amounts appro-
priated under this subsection shall remain
available until expended.

“PART O—EARLY FEDERAL PELL GRANT
COMMITMENT DEMONSTRATION PRO-
GRAM

“SEC. 881. EARLY FEDERAL PELL GRANT COM-
MITMENT DEMONSTRATION PRO-
GRAM.

‘‘(a) DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM AUTHOR-
ITY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary is author-
ized to carry out an Early Federal Pell Grant
Commitment Demonstration Program under
which—

““(A) the Secretary awards grants to 4
State educational agencies, in accordance
with paragraph (2), to pay the administrative
expenses incurred in participating in the
demonstration program under this section;
and

‘“(B) the Secretary awards Federal Pell
Grants to participating students in accord-
ance with this section.

*“(2) GRANTS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—From amounts appro-
priated under subsection (h) for a fiscal year,
the Secretary is authorized to award grants
to 4 State educational agencies to enable the
State educational agencies to pay the ad-
ministrative expenses incurred in partici-
pating in a demonstration program under
which 8th grade students who are eligible for
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a free or reduced price meal described in sub-
section (b)(1)(B) receive a commitment to re-
ceive a Federal Pell Grant early in their aca-
demic careers.

““(B) EQUAL AMOUNTS.—The Secretary shall
award grants under this section in equal
amounts to each of the 4 participating State
educational agencies.

““(b) DEMONSTRATION PROJECT REQUIRE-
MENTS.—Each of the 4 demonstration
projects assisted under this section shall
meet the following requirements:

(1) PARTICIPANTS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The State educational
agency shall make participation in the dem-
onstration project available to 2 cohorts of
students, which shall consist of—

‘(i) 1 cohort of 8th grade students who
begin the participation in academic year
2008-2009; and

‘(i) 1 cohort of 8th grade students who
begin the participation in academic year
2009-2010.

‘(B) STUDENTS IN EACH COHORT.—Each co-
hort of students shall consist of not more
than 10,000 8th grade students who qualify
for a free or reduced price meal under the
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch
Act or the Child Nutrition Act of 1966.

‘‘(2) STUDENT DATA.—The State educational
agency shall ensure that student data from
local educational agencies serving students
who participate in the demonstration
project, as well as student data from local
educational agencies serving a comparable
group of students who do not participate in
the demonstration project, are available for
evaluation of the demonstration project, ex-
cept that in no case shall such data be pro-
vided in a manner that would reveal person-
ally identifiable information about an indi-
vidual student.

‘(3) FEDERAL PELL GRANT COMMITMENT.—
Each student who participates in the dem-
onstration project receives a commitment
from the Secretary to receive a Federal Pell
Grant during the first academic year that
the student is in attendance at an institu-
tion of higher education as an under-
graduate, if the student applies for Federal
financial aid (via the FAFSA or EZ FAFSA)
during the student’s senior year of secondary
school and during succeeding years.

‘‘(4) APPLICATION PROCESS.—The Secretary
shall establish an application process to se-
lect State educational agencies to partici-
pate in the demonstration program and
State educational agencies shall establish an
application process to select local edu-
cational agencies within the State to par-
ticipate in the demonstration project.

¢“(6) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY PARTICIPA-
TION.—Subject to the 10,000 statewide stu-
dent limitation described in paragraph (1), a
local educational agency serving students,
not less than 50 percent of whom are eligible
for a free or reduced price meal under the
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch
Act or the Child Nutrition Act of 1966, shall
be eligible to participate in the demonstra-
tion project.

‘(c) STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCY APPLICA-
TIONS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Each State educational
agency desiring to participate in the dem-
onstration program under this section shall
submit an application to the Secretary at
such time and in such manner as the Sec-
retary may require.

‘‘(2) CONTENTS.—Each application shall in-
clude—

‘“(A) a description of the proposed targeted
information campaign for the demonstration
project and a copy of the plan described in
subsection (£)(2);

‘““(B) a description of the student popu-
lation that will receive an early commit-
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ment to receive a Federal Pell Grant under
this section;

‘(C) an assurance that the State edu-
cational agency will fully cooperate with the
ongoing evaluation of the demonstration
project; and

‘(D) such other information as the Sec-
retary may require.

“‘(d) SELECTION CONSIDERATIONS.—

‘(1) SELECTION OF STATE EDUCATIONAL
AGENCIES.—In selecting State educational
agencies to participate in the demonstration
program under this section, the Secretary
shall consider—

““(A) the number and quality of State edu-
cational agency applications received;

‘“(B) the Department’s capacity to oversee
and monitor each State educational agency’s
participation in the demonstration program;

‘“(C) a State educational agency’s—

‘(1) financial responsibility;

‘(i) administrative capability;

‘(iii) commitment to focusing State re-
sources, in addition to any resources pro-
vided under part A of title I of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, on
students who receive assistance under such
part A;

‘“(iv) ability and plans to run an effective
and thorough targeted information campaign
for students served by local educational
agencies eligible to participate in the dem-
onstration project; and

‘“(v) ability to ensure the participation in
the demonstration program of a diverse
group of students, including with respect to
ethnicity and gender.

“(2) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY.—In se-
lecting local educational agencies to partici-
pate in a demonstration project under this
section, the State educational agency shall
consider—

‘“(A) the number and quality of local edu-
cational agency applications received;

‘“(B) the State educational agency’s capac-
ity to oversee and monitor each local edu-
cational agency’s participation in the dem-
onstration project;

‘“(C) a local educational agency’s—

‘(i) financial responsibility;

‘‘(i1) administrative capability;

‘“(iii) commitment to focusing local re-
sources, in addition to any resources pro-
vided under part A of title I of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, on
students who receive assistance under such
part A;

‘“(iv) ability and plans to run an effective
and thorough targeted information campaign
for students served by the local educational
agency; and

‘“(v) ability to ensure the participation in
the demonstration project of a diverse group
of students with respect to ethnicity and
gender.

‘“‘(e) EVALUATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—From amounts appro-
priated under subsection (h) for a fiscal year,
the Secretary shall reserve not more than
$1,000,000 to award a grant or contract to an
organization outside the Department for an
independent evaluation of the impact of the
demonstration program assisted under this
section.

¢“(2) COMPETITIVE BASIS.—The grant or con-
tract shall be awarded on a competitive
basis.

‘“(3) MATTERS EVALUATED.—The evaluation
described in this subsection shall—

‘“(A) determine the number of individuals
who were encouraged by the demonstration
program to pursue higher education;

‘“(B) identify the barriers to the effective-
ness of the demonstration program;

‘“(C) assess the cost-effectiveness of the
demonstration program in improving access
to higher education;
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‘(D) identify the reasons why participants
in the demonstration program either re-
ceived or did not receive a Federal Pell
Grant;

‘“(E) identify intermediate outcomes re-
lated to postsecondary education attend-
ance, such as whether participants—

‘(i) were more likely to take a college-prep
curriculum while in secondary school;

‘(ii) submitted any college applications;
and

¢(iii) took the PSAT, SAT, or ACT;

“(F) identify the number of individuals
participating in the demonstration program
who pursued an associate’s degree or a bach-
elor’s degree, or other postsecondary edu-
cation;

‘“(G) compare the findings of the dem-
onstration program with respect to partici-
pants to comparison groups (of similar size
and demographics) that did not participate
in the demonstration program; and

‘“(H) identify the impact on the parents of
students eligible to participate in the dem-
onstration program.

‘‘(4) DISSEMINATION.—The findings of the
evaluation shall be reported to the Sec-
retary, who shall widely disseminate the
findings to the public.

¢(f) TARGETED INFORMATION CAMPAIGN.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Each State educational
agency receiving a grant under this section
shall, in cooperation with the participating
local educational agencies within the State
and the Secretary, develop a targeted infor-
mation campaign for the demonstration pro-
gram assisted under this section.

‘(2) PLAN.—Each State educational agency
receiving a grant under this section shall in-
clude in the application submitted under
subsection (c) a written plan for their pro-
posed targeted information campaign. The
plan shall include the following:

‘“(A) OUTREACH.—A description of the out-
reach to students and their families at the
beginning and end of each academic year of
the demonstration project, at a minimum.

‘(B) DISTRIBUTION.—How the State edu-
cational agency plans to provide the out-
reach described in subparagraph (A) and to
provide the information described in sub-
paragraph (C).

‘(C) INFORMATION.—The annual provision
by the State educational agency to all stu-
dents and families participating in the dem-
onstration program of information regard-
ing—

‘(i) the estimated statewide average cost
of attendance for an institution of higher
education for each academic year, which
cost data shall be disaggregated by—

‘(1) type of institution, including—

‘‘(aa) 2-year public degree-granting institu-
tions of higher education;

‘“(bb) 4-year public degree-granting institu-
tions of higher education; and

‘‘(ce) 4-year private degree-granting insti-
tutions of higher education;

¢(IT) component, including—

‘‘(aa) tuition and fees; and

““(bb) room and board;

‘‘(ii) Federal Pell Grants, including—

“(I) the maximum Federal Pell Grant for
each award year;

“(IT) when and how to apply for a Federal
Pell Grant; and

‘(III) what the application process for a
Federal Pell Grant requires;

‘‘(iii) State-specific college savings pro-
grams;

‘“(iv) State merit-based financial aid;

‘(v) State need-based financial aid; and

‘“(vi) Federal financial aid available to stu-
dents, including eligibility criteria for such
aid and an explanation of the Federal finan-
cial aid programs, such as the Student Guide
published by the Department of Education
(or any successor to such document).
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‘“(3) CoHORTS.—The information described
in paragraph (2)(C) shall be provided to 2 co-
horts of students annually for the duration
of the students’ participation in the dem-
onstration program. The 2 cohorts shall con-
sist of—

‘“(A) 1 cohort of 8th grade students who
begin the participation in academic year
2008-2009; and

‘(B) 1 cohort of 8th grade students who
begin the participation in academic year
2009-2010.

‘‘(4) RESERVATION.—Each State educational
agency receiving a grant under this section
shall reserve not more than 15 percent of the
grant funds received each fiscal year to carry
out the targeted information campaign de-
scribed in this subsection.

‘‘(g) SUPPLEMENT, NOT SUPPLANT.—A State
educational agency shall use grant funds re-
ceived under this section only to supplement
the funds that would, in the absence of such
funds, be made available from non-Federal
sources for students participating in the
demonstration program under this section,
and not to supplant such funds.

“(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section such sums as may be
necessary for fiscal year 2008 and each of the
5 succeeding fiscal years.

“PART P—HENRY KUUALOHA GIUGNI
KUPUNA MEMORIAL ARCHIVES
“SEC. 886. HENRY KUUALOHA GIUGNI KUPUNA
MEMORIAL ARCHIVES.

‘‘(a) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary
is authorized to award a grant to the Univer-
sity of Hawaii Academy for Creative Media
for the establishment, maintenance, and
periodic modernization of the Henry
Kuualoha Giugni Kupuna Memorial Archives
at the University of Hawaii.

‘“(b) USE oF FuNDS.—The Henry Kuualoha
Giugni Kupuna Memorial Archives shall use
the grant funds received under this section—

‘(1) to facilitate the acquisition of a secure
web accessible repository of Native Hawaiian
historical data rich in ethnic and cultural
significance to the United States for preser-
vation and access by future generations;

‘“(2) to award scholarships to facilitate ac-
cess to a postsecondary education for stu-
dents who cannot afford such education;

‘“(3) to support programmatic efforts asso-
ciated with the web-based media projects of
the archives;

‘“(4) to create educational materials, from
the contents of the archives, that are appli-
cable to a broad range of indigenous stu-
dents, such as Native Hawaiians, Alaskan
Natives, and Native American Indians;

‘“(5) to develop outreach initiatives that in-
troduce the archival collections to elemen-
tary schools and secondary schools;

‘(6) to develop supplemental web-based re-
sources that define terms and cultural prac-
tices innate to Native Hawaiians;

“(7T) to rent, lease, purchase, maintain, or
repair educational facilities to house the ar-
chival collections;

‘(8) to rent, lease, purchase, maintain, or
repair computer equipment for use by ele-
mentary schools and secondary schools in
accessing the archival collections;

‘“(9) to provide pre-service and in-service
teacher training to develop a core group of
kindergarten through grade 12 teachers who
are able to provide instruction in a way that
is relevant to the unique background of in-
digenous students, such as Native Hawaiians,
Alaskan Natives, and Native American Indi-
ans, in order to—

‘““(A) facilitate greater understanding by
teachers of the unique background of indige-
nous students; and

‘(B) improve student achievement; and

‘(10) to increase the economic and finan-
cial literacy of postsecondary education stu-
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dents through the dissemination of best
practices used at other institutions of higher
education regarding debt and credit manage-
ment and economic decision-making.

‘“(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section such sums as may be
necessary for fiscal year 2008 and each of the
5 succeeding fiscal years.”.

On page 1036, strike lines 8 through 15 and
insert the following:

‘(2) If, pursuant to the agreement estab-
lished under paragraph (1), either the Sec-
retary or the Rochester Institute of Tech-
nology terminates the agreement, the Sec-
retary shall consider proposals from other
institutions of higher education and enter
into an agreement with one of those institu-
tions for the establishment and operation of
a National Technical Institution for the
Deaf.”; and

On page 1038, line 15, strike ‘2007’ and in-
sert ‘2008”.

On page 900, line 1, strike ‘‘(a) AUTHORIZA-
TIONS.—’’ and insert ‘‘(a) AUTHORIZATIONS.—
There are’.

On page 674, lines 20 and 21, strike ‘‘para-
graph (4) (as redesignated by subparagraph
(C))” and insert ‘‘paragraph (5)”.

On page 675, lines 6 and 7, strike ‘‘para-
graph (5) (as redesignated by subparagraph
(C))”’ and insert ‘‘paragraph (6)’.

On page 675, line 9, strike ““(5)”’ and insert
“(6).

On page 579, between lines 11 and 12, insert
the following:

SEC. 110A. STATE HIGHER EDUCATION INFORMA-
TION SYSTEM PILOT PROGRAM.

Part C of title I of the Higher Education
Act of 1965 (as amended by this title) is fur-
ther amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“SEC. 135. STATE HIGHER EDUCATION INFORMA-
TION SYSTEM PILOT PROGRAM.

‘‘(a) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this
section to carry out a pilot program to assist
not more than 5 States to develop State-
level postsecondary student data systems
to—

‘(1) improve the capacity of States and in-
stitutions of higher education to generate
more comprehensive and comparable data, in
order to develop better-informed educational
policy at the State level and to evaluate the
effectiveness of institutional performance
while protecting the confidentiality of stu-
dents’ personally identifiable information;
and

‘“(2) identify how to best minimize the
data-reporting burden placed on institutions
of higher education, particularly smaller in-
stitutions, and to maximize and improve the
information institutions receive from the
data systems, in order to assist institutions
in improving educational practice and post-
secondary outcomes.

‘“(b) DEFINITION OF ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—In
this section, the term ‘eligible entity’
means—

‘(1) a State higher education system; or

‘“(2) a consortium of State higher edu-
cation systems, or a consortium of indi-
vidual institutions of higher education, that
is broadly representative of institutions in
different sectors and geographic locations.

““(c) COMPETITIVE GRANTS.—

‘(1) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary
shall award grants, on a competitive basis,
to not more than 5 eligible entities to enable
the eligible entities to—

‘““(A) design, test, and implement systems
of postsecondary student data that provide
the maximum benefits to States, institu-
tions of higher education, and State policy-
makers; and

‘(B) examine the costs and burdens in-
volved in implementing a State-level post-
secondary student data system.
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‘“(2) DURATION.—A grant awarded under
this section shall be for a period of not more
than 3 years.

¢(d) APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS.—An eligi-
ble entity desiring a grant under this section
shall submit an application to the Secretary
at such time, in such manner, and con-
taining such information as the Secretary
determines is necessary, including a descrip-
tion of—

‘(1) how the eligible entity will ensure
that student privacy is protected and that
individually identifiable information about
students, the students’ achievements, and
the students’ families remains confidential
in accordance with the Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (20 U.S.C.
1232g); and

“(2) how the activities funded by the grant
will be supported after the 3-year grant pe-
riod.

‘“(e) USE OF FUNDS.—A grant awarded
under this section shall be used to—

‘(1) design, develop, and implement the
components of a comprehensive postsec-
ondary student data system with the capac-
ity to transmit student information within
States;

“(2) improve the capacity of institutions of
higher education to analyze and use student
data;

“(3) select and define common data ele-
ments, data quality, and other elements that
will enable the data system to—

“(A) serve the needs of institutions of
higher education for institutional research
and improvement;

“(B) provide students and the students’
families with useful information for deci-
sion-making about postsecondary education;

“(C) provide State policymakers with im-
proved information to monitor and guide ef-
forts to improve student outcomes and suc-
cess in higher education;

‘“(4) estimate costs and burdens at the in-
stitutional level for the reporting system for
different types of institutions; and

‘() test the feasibility of protocols and
standards for maintaining data privacy and
data access.

‘(f) EVALUATION; REPORTS.—Not later than
6 months after the end of the projects funded
by grants awarded under this section, the
Secretary shall—

‘(1) conduct a comprehensive evaluation of
the pilot program authorized by this section;
and

‘(2) report the Secretary’s findings, as well
as recommendations regarding the imple-
mentation of State-level postsecondary stu-
dent data systems to the authorizing com-
mittees.

‘(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section such sums as may be
necessary for fiscal year 2008 and each of the
5 succeeding fiscal years.”.

NOTICE OF HEARING

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Mr. KERRY. I would like to inform
Members that the Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship will
hold a hearing entitled ‘‘Oversight:
Gulf Coast Disaster Loans and the Fu-
ture of the Disaster Assistance Pro-
gram,’”’ on Wednesday, July 25, 2007, at
10 a.m. in room 428A of the Russell
Senate Office Building.
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