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modify a deadline relating to a certain elec-
tion by Indian tribes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and
Mrs. BOXER):

S. 1820. A bill to better provide for com-
pensation for certain persons injured in the
course of employment at the Santa Susana
Field Laboratory in California; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mrs. CLINTON:

S. 1821. A bill to prohibit the closure or re-
location of any county, local, or field office
of the Farm Service Agency or Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service or any office
related to the rural development mission of
the Department of Agriculture until at least
1 year after the enactment of an Act to pro-
vide for the continuation of agricultural pro-
grams after fiscal year 2007; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

By Mr. BAYH:

S. 1822. A bill to amend the Federal Direct
Loan Program to provide that interest shall
not accrue on Federal Direct Loans for ac-
tive duty service members and their spouses;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

By Mrs. CLINTON (for herself and Mr.
BOND):

S. 1823. A bill to set the United States on
track to ensure children are ready to learn
when they begin kindergarten; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. OBAMA:

S. 1824. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to establish a Hospital
Quality Report Card Initiative under the
Medicare program to assess and report on
health care quality in hospitals; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. WEBB (for himself, Mrs.
MCCASKILL, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. CASEY, Mr. TESTER, Mr.
CARDIN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. CAR-
PER, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. KERRY, Mr.

JOHNSON, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. OBAMA,
Mr. LEAHY, Mr. HARKIN, Ms.
STABENOW, Mr. DoDD, and Ms.
LANDRIEU):

S. 1825. A bill to provide for the study and
investigation of wartime contracts and con-
tracting processes in Operation Iraqi Free-
dom and Operation Enduring Freedom, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

By Mr. MCCONNELL:

S. 1826. A bill to add Kentucky State Uni-
versity to the list of schools eligible for as-
sistance under part B of title III of the High-
er Education Act of 1965; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. COCHRAN (for himself, Mr.
PRYOR, and Mr. ENZI):

S. 1827. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to require prompt pay-
ment to pharmacies under part D, to restrict
pharmacy co-branding on prescription drug
cards issued under such part, and to provide
guidelines for Medication Therapy Manage-
ment Services programs offered by prescrip-
tion drug plans and MA-PD plans under such
part; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. INHOFE:

S. 1828. A bill to require the Administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency to
conduct a study of the feasibility of increas-
ing the consumption in the United States of
certain ethanol-blended gasoline; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself, Mr.
HATCH, Mrs. LINCOLN, and Mr. SHEL-
BY):
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S. 1829. A bill to reauthorize programs
under the Missing Children’s Assistance Act;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. BAYH:

S. 1830. A bill to amend the Federal Direct
Loan Program to provide that interest shall
not accrue on Federal Direct Loans for ac-
tive duty service members and their spouses;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. SCHUMER:

S. 1831. A bill to amend the Truth in Lend-
ing Act, to improve disclosures for private
student loans, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

By Mr. LIEBERMAN (for himself, Mr.
WARNER, and Mrs. BOXER):

S. 1832. A bill to reauthorize the African
Elephant Conservation Act, the Rhinoceros
and Tiger Conservation Act of 1994, and the
Asian Elephant Conservation Act of 1997; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

By Mr. NELSON of Florida (for himself
and Mr. DURBIN):

S. 1833. A Dbill to amend the Consumer
Product Safety Act to require third-party
verification of compliance of children’s prod-
ucts with consumer product safety standards
promulgated by the Consumer Product Safe-
ty Commission and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Mr. ENZI:

S. 1834. A bill to improve the health of
Americans through the gradual elimination
of tobacco products; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself and
Mr. MENENDEZ):

S. 1835. A bill to require a report and audit
on the transfer of personnel and functions
from Fort Monmouth, New Jersey; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

By Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself and
Mr. MENENDEZ):

S. 1836. A bill to require the Comptroller
General to address certain questions in con-
nection with the closure of Fort Monmouth,
New Jersey, and the transfer of personnel,
functions, and activities from Fort Mon-
mouth to Aberdeen Proving Ground, Mary-
land, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

By Mr. COLEMAN:

S. 1837. A bill to amend the Farm Security
and Rural Investment Act of 2002 to author-
ize the Secretary of Agriculture to provide
loans to eligible agricultural producers of el-
igible commodities that are used to produce
bioenergy to ensure that the capacities of
the commodity storage facilities of the agri-
cultural producers are adequate for the stor-
age requirements of the agricultural pro-
ducers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mrs.
HUTCHISON):

S. 1838. A bill to provide for the health care
needs of veterans in far South Texas; to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. BIDEN (for himself, Mr. LEVIN,
and Mr. LAUTENBERG):

S. 1839. A bill to require periodic reports on
claims related to acts of terrorism against
Americans perpetrated or supported by the
Government of Libya; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read,and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:
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By Mr. BIDEN (for himself, Mr. LUGAR,
Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. BROWNBACK, Mrs.
CLINTON, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. DURBIN, Ms.
MIKULSKI, and Mr. HARKIN):

S. Res. 276. A resolution calling for the ur-
gent deployment of a robust and effective
multinational peacekeeping mission with
sufficient size, resources, leadership, and
mandate to protect civilians in Darfur,
Sudan, and for efforts to strengthen the re-
newal of a just and inclusive peace process;
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 65
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
65, a bill to modify the age-60 standard
for certain pilots and for other pur-
poses.
S. 309
At the request of Mr. CASEY, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
309, a bill to amend the Clean Air Act
to reduce emissions of carbon dioxide,
and for other purposes.
S. 462
At the request of Mr. REID, the
names of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAIG) and the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAPO) were added as cosponsors of S.
462, a bill to approve the settlement of
the water rights claims of the Sho-
shone-Paiute Tribes of the Duck Valley
Indian Reservation in Nevada, to re-
quire the Secretary of the Interior to
carry out the settlement, and for other
purposes.
S. 548
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 548, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide that a deduction equal to fair mar-
ket value shall be allowed for chari-
table contributions of literary, musi-
cal, artistic, or scholarly compositions
created by the donor.
S. 594
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 594, a bill to limit the use, sale,
and transfer of cluster munitions.
S. 604
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG,
the name of the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 604, a bill to amend
title 10, United States Code, to limit
increases in the certain costs of health
care services under the health care pro-
grams of the Department of Defense,
and for other purposes.
S. 609
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 609, a bill to amend section 254
of the Communications Act of 1934 to
provide that funds received as uni-
versal service contributions and the
universal service support programs es-
tablished pursuant to that section are
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not subject to certain provisions of
title 31, United States Code, commonly
known as the Antideficiency Act.
S. 617

At the request of Mr. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
STEVENS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 617, a bill to make the National
Parks and Federal Recreational Lands
Pass available at a discount to certain
veterans.

S. 667

At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. SALAZAR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 667, a bill to expand programs
of early childhood home visitation that
increase school readiness, child abuse
and neglect prevention, and early iden-
tification of developmental and health

delays, including potential mental
health concerns, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 678
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
REID) was added as a cosponsor of S.
678, a bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to ensure air passengers
have access to necessary services while
on a grounded air carrier and are not
unnecessarily held on a grounded air
carrier before or after a flight, and for
other purposes.
S. 725
At the request of Mr. LEVIN, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. CLINTON) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 725, a bill to amend the Non-
indigenous Aquatic Nuisance Preven-
tion and Control Act of 1990 to reau-
thorize and improve that Act.
S. 746
At the request of Mr. ALLARD, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. COLEMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 746, a bill to establish a com-
petitive grant program to build capac-
ity in veterinary medical education
and expand the workforce of veterinar-
ians engaged in public health practice
and biomedical research.
S. 74
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
names of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. BIDEN), the Senator from Iowa
(Mr. HARKIN) and the Senator from
Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) were
added as cosponsors of S. 774, a bill to
amend the Illegal Immigration Reform
and Immigrant Responsibility Act of
1996 to permit States to determine
State residency for higher education
purposes and to authorize the cancella-
tion of removal and adjustment of sta-
tus of certain alien students who are
long-term United States residents and
who entered the United States as chil-
dren, and for other purposes.
S. 903
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
names of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. LEVIN), the Senator from Rhode
Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) and the Sen-
ator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) were
added as cosponsors of S. 903, a bill to
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award a Congressional Gold Medal to
Dr. Muhammad Yunus, in recognition
of his contributions to the fight
against global poverty.
S. 994
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. BAUCUS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 994, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to eliminate the
deductible and change the method of
determining the mileage reimburse-
ment rate under the beneficiary travel
program administered by the Secretary
of Veteran Affairs, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1166
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1166, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to ex-
clude from gross income certain zone
compensation of civilian employees of
the United States.
S. 1175
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1175, a bill to end the use of child sol-
diers in hostilities around the world,
and for other purposes.
S. 1177
At the request of Mr. CASEY, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1177, a bill to amend the Clean Air Act
to establish a national uniform mul-
tiple air pollutant regulatory program
for the electric generating sector.
S. 1323
At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL,
the name of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1323, a bill to prevent legislative
and regulatory functions from being

usurped by civil liability actions
brought or continued against food
manufacturers, marketers, distribu-

tors, advertisers, sellers, and trade as-
sociations for claims of injury relating
to a person’s weight gain, obesity, or
any health condition associated with
weight gain or obesity.
S. 1386
At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from Michigan (Mr.
LEVIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1386, a bill to amend the Housing and
Urban Development Act of 1968, to pro-
vide better assistance to low- and mod-
erate-income families, and for other
purposes.
S. 1430
At the request of Mr. OBAMA, the
names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
SMITH), the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. FEINGOLD) and the Senator from
Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1430, a bill to au-
thorize State and local governments to
direct divestiture from, and prevent in-
vestment in, companies with invest-
ments of $20,000,000 or more in Iran’s
energy sector, and for other purposes.
S. 1494
At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the
names of the Senator from Delaware
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(Mr. CARPER) and the Senator from
South Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1494, a bill to
amend the Public Health Service Act
to reauthorize the special diabetes pro-
grams for Type I diabetes and Indians
under that Act.
S. 1502
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1502, a bill to amend the Food
Security Act of 1985 to encourage own-
ers and operators of privately-held
farm, ranch, and forest land to volun-
tarily make their land available for ac-
cess by the public under programs ad-
ministered by States and tribal govern-
ments.
S. 1576
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
names of the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. MIKULSKI), the Senator from Indi-
ana (Mr. BAYH) and the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1576, a bill to amend
the Public Health Service Act to im-
prove the health and healthcare of ra-
cial and ethnic minority groups.
S. 1587
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 15687, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code to allow a special depre-
ciation allowance for reuse and recy-
cling property and to provide for tax-
exempt financing of recycling equip-
ment, and for other purposes.
S. 1606
At the request of Mr. LEVIN, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1606, a bill to provide for the
establishment of a comprehensive pol-
icy on the care and management of
wounded warriors in order to facilitate
and enhance their care, rehabilitation,
physical evaluation, transition from
care by the Department of Defense to
care by the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and transition from military
service to civilian life, and for other
purposes.
S. 1668
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name
of the Senator from Massachusetts
(Mr. KERRY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1668, a bill to assist in providing
affordable housing to those affected by
the 2005 hurricanes.
S. 1694
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1694, a bill to authorize
resources for sustained research and
analysis to address colony collapse dis-
order and the decline of North Amer-
ican pollinators.
S. 1748
At the request of Mr. COLEMAN, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1748, a bill to prevent the Fed-
eral Communications Commission from
repromulgating the fairness doctrine.
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S. 1766

At the request of Mr. CASEY, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1766, a bill to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions from the production and use
of energy, and for other purposes.

8. 1771

At the request of Mr. PRYOR, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1771, a bill to increase the
safety of swimming pools and spas by
requiring the use of proper anti-entrap-
ment drain covers and pool and spa
drainage systems, to educate the public
about pool and spa safety, and for
other purposes.

S. 1810

At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1810, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to increase
the provision of scientifically sound in-
formation and support services to pa-
tients receiving a positive test diag-
nosis for Down syndrome or other pre-
natally and postnatally diagnosed con-
ditions.

S. CON. RES. 31

At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Con. Res. 31, a concurrent
resolution expressing support for ad-
vancing vital United States interests
through increased engagement in
health programs that alleviate disease
and reduce premature death in devel-
oping nations, especially through pro-
grams that combat high levels of infec-
tious disease, improve children’s and
women’s health, decrease malnutrition,
reduce unintended pregnancies, fight
the spread of HIV/AIDS, encourage
healthy behaviors, and strengthen
health care capacity.

AMENDMENT NO. 2262

At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 2262 intended to be
proposed to H.R. 1585, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2008 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. OBAMA:

S. 1818. A bill to amend the Toxic
Substances Control Act to phase out
the use of mercury in the manufacture
of chlorine and caustic soda, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

Mr. OBAMA. Mr. President, today I
reintroduce legislation initially in-
spired by an indepth report published
in late 2005 by the Chicago Tribune
that highlighted the extent of mercury
contamination in the fish eaten by the
American people.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Mercury is a potent neurotoxin that
can cause serious developmental prob-
lems in children, ranging from severe
birth defects to mental retardation. As
many as 630,000 children born annually
in the U.S. are at risk of neurological
afflictions related to mercury. In
adults, mercury can cause problems af-
fecting vision, motor skills, blood pres-
sure and fertility. As many as 10 per-
cent of women in the U.S. of child-
bearing age have mercury in their
blood at a level that could put a baby
at risk.

Sampling conducted by the Tribune
showed surprisingly high levels of mer-
cury concentrations in freshwater and
saltwater fish purchased by Chicago
area consumers, fish like tuna, sword-
fish, orange roughy, and walleye. The
Tribune also reported on how existing
programs at the Food and Drug Admin-
istration and the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency have failed to ade-
quately test and evaluate mercury lev-
els in fish.

For all Americans, especially preg-
nant women and other at-risk groups,
there are risks to eating fish with high
mercury levels. That is why we need to
work harder to get at the root causes
of mercury contamination. In the short
term, some have proposed strategies
that include eating less fish, or issuing
consumption advisories, or printing la-
bels on tuna cans, or posting placards
at the supermarket. Each of those
strategies have their respective merits,
but if we are really serious about mak-
ing fish safer to eat, we need to actu-
ally reduce the amount of mercury in
fish, and that means reducing the
amount of mercury used in industry.

When policymakers focus on address-
ing mercury sources, often coal-fired
power plants and incinerators are at
the top of the list. I think it is impor-
tant that we not overlook other
sources, however, where new policies
could yield notable mercury reductions
in the short term using methods that
are achievable and affordable. One such
source is the chlor-alkali industry.

Chlor-alkali facilities manufacture
chlorine gas and caustic soda, impor-
tant chemicals that serve as the build-
ing blocks of many of the products and
plastics essential to modem everyday
life. For more than 100 years, mercury
has been a key component in the chlo-
rine process. Since 1974, however, about
115 plants worldwide have converted to
better technologies such as membrane
and diaphragm cells. Today in the U.S.
more than 90 percent of the chlor-al-
kali industry has switched from using
mercury to using these alternative
catalysts. Moreover, of the 8 plants in
the U.S. that still use mercury, 3 are in
the process of stopping. The remaining
5, however, have made no such commit-
ment. It is also worth noting that in
2005 alone, the 5 uncommitted mercury
using plants released more than 4,400
pounds of mercury into the air, on av-
erage four times the average mercury
releases of a standard coal-fired power
plant.
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The time has come to finish these up-
grades and end the use of mercury in
the chlor-alkali process, especially
since these remaining plants rank
among the largest mercury emitters in
their respective states.

The bill I introduce today, the Miss-
ing Mercury in Manufacturing Moni-
toring and Mitigation Act, or Mb5 Act,
prohibits using mercury cells in the
chlorine or caustic soda manufacturing
process by the year 2012. The M5 Act
also puts procedures in place by mid-
year 2008 to track and report mercury
input and output in the chlor-alkali in-
dustry. The evidence suggests that be-
tween 2000 and 2004, the industry could
not account for more than 130 tons of
mercury. The EPA calls this ‘‘an enig-
ma.”” The Mb Act addresses this enigma
by tightening up mercury tracking re-
quirements. My bill also establishes an
advisory committee to study and rec-
ommend methods for transfer and long-
term storage of mercury from closed or
closing facilities. And the bill directs
the Agency for Toxic Substances and
Disease Register to conduct a health
assessment at those facilities that still
use mercury after 2008.

It is important to point out that
there are alternatives to mercury in
the chlor-alkali process, more than 100
plants worldwide have converted to
better technologies. We also know that
these alternatives are not cost-prohibi-
tive. Statistics compiled in a recent re-
port by the group Oceana demonstrate
that conversion costs are substantially
similar to the cost of the continued use
of mercury, for example, the cost of
waste disposal, treatment, monitoring,
fines, and higher energy consumption
associated with using the old tech-
nology.

If there were simply no alternatives
to mercury for this industry, if other
technologies had not been proven on a
commercial scale, or if switching from
mercury was simply too expensive,
then I could understand if there were
strong arguments against this legisla-
tion. But here we actually have a situ-
ation where mercury use could actu-
ally be phased out within a rather
short period of time, improving the
health of children and families. So the
choice is whether we want to wait an-
other decade and hope that improve-
ments happen, or whether we want to
ensure that mercury is phased out be-
ginning today. I hope my colleagues
will choose the latter, and I urge their
support of this bill.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself
and Mrs. BOXER):

S. 1820. A bill to better provide for
compensation for certain persons in-
jured in the course of employment at
the Santa Susana Field Laboratory in

California; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I

rise to introduce legislation to enable
hundreds of former Santa Susana Field
Laboratory workers or their survivors
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