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but they are still our children. If they
are over 6 feet tall, then our leaders
must be 8 feet tall in making these dif-
ficult decisions. I hope this week this
Congress stands tall, this Senate
stands tall and makes the right deci-
sion.

————

POOL SAFETY

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
am here today to talk about another
subject, and that is an accident that
happened in Minnesota over the Fourth
of July break. It brought home to me
and many people in my State that
there are many ways that Government
must act to protect its citizens. Some
of them are larger than life—the debate
over the strategy in Iraq. Others are
smaller and quieter, a little girl lying
maimed in a hospital bed after an acci-
dent that a simple law could have pre-
vented.

We are in the midst of the summer
swimming season in our State and all
over the country, a time when children
of all ages take to the swimming
pools—as they should. Today, I wish to
speak about the terrible injury suffered
by a young girl in my State only weeks
ago. That is why I feel such a sense of
urgency about moving the legislation
that is currently pending in the Sen-
ate—it is going to be considered by the
Commerce Committee this week—
which would help prevent serious in-
jury or death for other children in the
future.

Abigail Taylor, known as Abby, is a
6-year-old girl from suburban Min-
nesota, a girl with big brown eyes and
a dazzling smile who loved to swim.
Last month Abby went swimming at a
local pool. She was in the shallow wad-
ing pool when she sat over an open
drain hole and had most of her intes-
tines torn out by the drain’s powerful
suction.

Somehow this little 6-year-old girl
managed to stand up and take a few
steps before collapsing along the side
of the wading pool. Now, nearly 3
weeks later, she remains hospitalized
after undergoing several surgeries. She
will survive, thanks to a miracle, her
parents believe, but it is expected that
she will need a feeding tube for the rest
of her life. All of this, simply because
she spent a sunny summer day at a
pool.

What happened to this little 6-year-
old girl is horrific. My own daughter’s
name is Abigail, and hearing about this
incident brings chills to any parent.
When I first saw this story about this
in our local newspaper, I had to stop
reading because the details of it were
so disturbing. They would be for any
parent.

I look at this first as a mother. Your
daughter is enjoying a beautiful sum-
mer day having fun playing at the local
pool. It is not even a deep pool. It is
just a kiddy pool. But suddenly some-
thing terrible happens, and your life is
changed forever.

When it was first reported, like ev-
eryone else, I thought this was some
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kind of freak, one-of-a-kind incident. I
never thought I would be spending time
talking about it on the Senate floor.
But then I learned that, unfortunately,
this is not the first time this has hap-
pened. As it turns out, although most
pools are safe and well maintained, this
type of incident has happened too
many times before, resulting in the
deaths of several dozen children over
the past 15 years.

It even has a name: pool entrapment.
It occurs when a child becomes stuck
on a drain and is unable to escape due
to the high velocity and pressure of the
water being sucked into the drain.

Another scenario occurs when hair or
jewelry gets sucked into the drain,
making it difficult for a child to pull
free. According to the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission, the pressure
on some pool drains can be as strong as
300 pounds per inch. In fact, several
years ago, the Commission produced an
educational video on this danger.

It showed a muscular man trying to
pull an inflatable ball off a swimming
pool drain. Using both arms and all of
his might, he couldn’t do it; the suc-
tion force was just too powerful.

Two years ago the Consumer Product
Safety Commission issued a report say-
ing it was aware of at least 27 deaths
and many more emergency room visits
and hospitalizations due to this entrap-
ment. Most of these victims were chil-
dren. It is unclear how many actual en-
trapment incidents have not resulted
in death but severe injury because en-
trapment is a little-known risk. It is
possible that many swimming pool
drowning deaths or other injuries have
not been classified as caused by entrap-
ment.

I think it is curious that I know of
three of these incidents: the one in
Minnesota, the one I am about to talk
about involving Jim Baker’s grand-
daughter, and another one in which
former Senator Edwards represented a
family with the tragic incident involv-
ing a pool drain.

You know, it never even crosses a
parent’s mind that at the bottom of
the kiddy pool is something that has
enough force and will cause death or
severe injury as it did to Abby Taylor.
But it should never have happened, and
we must do everything we can to make
sure it never happens again to any
child because it is preventable.

There are several simple ways, as we
will discuss in the Commerce Com-
mittee hearing this week, for manufac-
turers to reduce entrapment risk at
pools: installing antientanglement and
antientrapment drain covers; installing
multiple drains, reducing suction force
for each drain; installing a gravity flow
or a safety vacuum release system,
that prevents entrapment by automati-
cally shutting off the pool pump.

These antientrapment measures are
simple and inexpensive, and they can
literally save children’s lives. I saw a
drain today that costs 50 bucks. That,
plus adequate monthly inspection, can
save lives.
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There are also reasonable measures
that Congress can take to help
strengthen pool safety standards and
prevent this kind of terrible incident
from ever happening again to another
child. The Commerce Committee has
jurisdiction over product safety. It is
led by two of my colleagues, Senators
INOUYE and STEVENS, who have been
leaders on this issue. I am pleased to be
a cosponsor of the legislation intro-
duced last week by Senators PRYOR,
STEVENS, DoODD, and myself, which
would strengthen the safety standards
for America’s swimming pools and spas
so we can prevent the kind of incident
that happened to 6-year-old Abby Tay-
lor.

As chairman of the Consumer Sub-
committee, Senator PRYOR has pushed
to have this legislation included on the
agenda for this week’s committee
markup. This legislation is called the
Virginia Graeme Baker Pool and Safe-
ty Act, named in memory of the 7-year-
old granddaughter of former Secretary
of State James Baker.

It was an honor to meet this morning
with Graeme’s mother. She was here in
her daughter’s memory talking to
Members of Congress. Several years
ago, Graeme died as a result of suction
entrapment in a spa. Her body was held
underwater by the force of the suction,
and it took two adults to help pry her
free from the drain. But it was too late.
She had already drowned.

This tragedy occurred at a gradua-
tion party that was well supervised by
scores of adults. The purpose of this
legislation is to reduce the likelihood
that any other child will end up like
Graeme Baker or Abby Taylor.

This same bill was introduced last
year. The Senate passed it by unani-
mous consent. But in the closing days
of the last Congress, it failed to pass
the House of Representatives by a nar-
row margin. Now, what do you say
when you talk, as I did, to the father of
this little girl, Abby Taylor, who is
lying maimed in a hospital bed losing
her intestines? You tell them that:
Well, we got it through the Senate, but
the House just did not have the votes
to do it.

These parents are so courageous that
they have moved on from that. They
want her severe injuries to be discussed
today. They are not afraid to have us
talking about what happened to their
little daughter because they want it
never to happen to another child.

This year this legislation must pass.
The legislation has several important
provisions. It would take Consumer
Product Safety Commission standards
for pool drains, which are now vol-
untary, and make them mandatory.

It would prohibit the manufacture,
sale, or distribution of drain covers
that do not meet the standards estab-
lished by the Commission. It is impor-
tant to strengthen the legislation to
make sure that not only new pools but
all public pools meet the same stand-
ard.

The legislation also provides incen-
tives for States to adopt their own
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comprehensive pool safety laws regard-
ing certain water safety devices, that
they be installed to protect children. It
also would contain grants to create
these incentives.

There is a saying that when an acci-
dent happens that could reasonably
have been prevented, then it is not ac-
curate to call it an accident; it is actu-
ally a failure.

In the case of injuries and deaths
caused by pool entrapment, it is not a
failure by children or by their parents,
it is a failure of our product safety
laws. This means it is also a failure
that it is within our power to correct,
a problem that can be fixed through
reasonable measures contained in this
legislation.

We deal with issues larger than life,
as we will today as we debate the war
in Iraq. But sometimes a simple, small
change in a law will save the life of a
small child. Let’s never forget what
happened to innocent children such as
Abby Taylor and Graeme Baker. For
the health and safety of all of our chil-
dren, I urge the Senate to take quick
action to approve this legislation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

———

DR. NORMAN BORLAUG’S RECEIPT
OF THE CONGRESSIONAL GOLD
MEDAL

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, in a
very beautiful ceremony in the Ro-
tunda of the Capitol this morning, Dr.
Norman Borlaug was presented with
the Congressional Gold Medal, Amer-
ica’s highest civilian award.

Dr. Borlaug, of course, as we know, is
the father of the Green Revolution and
the winner of the Nobel Peace Price in
1970. In 1986 he established a World
Food Prize, which is headquartered in
my home State of Iowa, to recognize
individuals who have improved the
quality, quantity, and availability of
food around the globe.

Dr. Borlaug was born and raised in
Iowa, earned his Ph.D. in plant pathol-
ogy and genetics at the University of
Minnesota in 1942. After graduation he
went to work in Mexico where he devel-
oped high-yield, disease-resistant vari-
eties of wheat, which dramatically in-
creased food production.

He then went on to introduce these
and other high-yield wheat varieties in
Pakistan and India, which had the ef-
fect of nearly doubling production in
those countries, saving countless lives.

It was pointed out this morning that
in the previous 4,000 years, rice produc-
tion in those countries had leveled off,
but in the 4 years after Dr. Borlaug in-
troduced his new strains of rice, they
actually doubled that production.
Yields that had been basically un-
changed for 4,000 years, they doubled in
4 years with new genetics and prac-
tices.

Iowans are a humble people. But we
are very proud of the long line of
Iowans who have been extraordinary
leaders in bringing food to a hungry
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world, people such as Herbert Hoover,
Henry C. Wallace, Henry A. Wallace,
and first and foremost, Dr. Norman
Borlaug.

When 1 +think of Dr. Borlaug’s
achievements, I am reminded of those
famous words in the Book of Proverbs:

Where there is no vision, the people perish.

More than half a century ago, Dr. Borlaug
surveyed a world where starvation and
malnourishment were rampant. And he had a
vision of a Green Revolution. Because of that
vision, upwards of 1 billion lives were saved
across the globe, which is an accomplish-
ment of staggering proportions.

Well, that’s not bad for a kid who
began his education in a one-room
rural schoolhouse near Cresco, IA.

Norman Borlaug has been called a
great scientist, a great agronomist,
and a great humanitarian. Of course,
he is all of those things. He is also a
great persuader, a man who time and
again overcame political and cultural
challenges in order to spread his revo-
lution, first in Mexico, then in Asia,
and now Africa.

The good news is that at the age of
93, Dr. Borlaug is still going strong,
still curious and creative, still full of
dreams for changing the world. As I
said, he started the World Food Prize
and has devoted a great deal of time
and energy to strengthen and elevate
that initiative with crucial help from
John Ruan of Des Moines. There is, for
example, the World Food Prize
Borlaug-Ruan Internship Program, in
which young people, about 100 every
year, take part. They present papers on
research in different parts of the world,
and then a number are chosen and are
sent as interns to places around the
world to learn and begin the process, as
Norman Borlaug did, of working with
people to expand food production.

Let me just read from one paragraph
of Norman Borlaug’s statement on the
occasion of the Congressional Gold
Medal ceremony this morning on July
17.

He ended his remarks by saying:

My plea today to the members of Congress
and to the Administration is to re-commit
the United States to more dynamic and gen-
erous programs of official development as-
sistance in agriculture for Third World na-
tions, as was done in the 1960s and 1970s.
Ever-shrinking foreign aid budgets in sup-
port of smallholder agriculture, and espe-
cially to multilateral research and develop-
ment organizations such as the International
Maize and Wheat Improvement Center
(CIMMYT) where I have worked for 40 years,
as well as its sister research institutes under
the Consultative Group for International Ag-
ricultural Research (CGIAR), are not in our
nation’s best interest, nor do they represent
our finest traditions.

In other words, he is saying cuts to
these programs that we are making are
not in our Nation’s best interests and
do not represent our finest traditions.

As you chart the course of this great na-
tion

Dr. Borlaug tells us—
for the future benefit of our children, grand-
children, and great-grandchildren, I ask you
to think more boldly and humanely about
the Third World and develop a new version of
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the Marshall plan, this time not to rescue a
war-torn Europe, but now to help the nearly
one billion, mostly rural poor people still
trapped in hunger and misery. It is within
America’s technical and financial power to
help end this human tragedy and injustice, if
we set our hearts and minds to the task.

One more thing that Norman Borlaug
said this morning, is this: When people
are in misery and they are hungry and
they do not have enough to eat, all
kinds of ‘‘isms’ begin to flourish, in-
cluding terrorism.

He said, if we really want to get at
the root cause of terrorism and the re-
cruitment of terrorists, feed a hungry
world. Make sure everyone has enough
to eat.

I ask unanimous consent to print in
the RECORD the full statement of Nor-
man HE. Borlaug on the occasion of his
receiving the Congressional Gold Medal
this morning.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

NORMAN E. BORLAUG—STATEMENT ON THE OC-
CASION OF THE CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL
CEREMONY, UNITED STATES CAPITOL, JULY
17, 2007
It is a great honor to be awarded the Con-

gressional Gold Medal, in recognition of my
work to feed a hungry world. I thank mem-
bers of Congress for giving me an oppor-
tunity to comment on the challenges and
complexities of feeding a world of 10 billion
people who I expect will be living on the
planet Earth sometime this century.

When I was born—in 1914—there were only
1.6 billion people on Earth. Today, we are 6.5
billion and growing by 80 million per year.
The task of feeding this growing population
has been made more complex, since agri-
culture is now being asked not only to
produce food, feed and fiber, but also raw
materials for bio-fuels. Thus, there is no
room for complacency for those of us work-
ing on the food front.

I am now in my 63rd year of continuous in-
volvement in agricultural research and pro-
duction in low-income, food-deficit devel-
oping countries. I have worked with many
scientists, political leaders, and farmers to
transform food production systems. Any
achievements I have made have been possible
through my participation in this army of
hunger fighters. There are too many to
name, but you know who you are. I thank
you for your dedication and assistance all of
these years. I also thank my family, and my
late wife Margaret, for the understanding
and unselfish support you have given me

The Green Revolution was a great historic
success. In 1960, perhaps 60 percent of the
world’s people felt hunger during some por-
tion of the year. By the year 2000, the propor-
tion of hungry in the world had dropped to 14
percent of the total population. Still, this
figure translated to 850 million men, women
and children who lacked sufficient calories
and protein to grow strong and healthy bod-
ies. Thus, despite the successes of the Green
Revolution, the battle to ensure food secu-
rity for hundreds of millions of miserably
poor people is far from won.

The Green revolution

The breakthroughs in wheat and rice pro-
duction in Asia in the mid-1960s, which came
to be known as the Green Revolution, sym-
bolized the beginning of a process of using
agricultural science to develop modern tech-
niques for the Third World. It began in Mex-
ico with the ‘‘quiet’” wheat revolution in the
late 1950s. During the 1960s and 1970s, India,
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