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in the report, the advisability of imple-
menting such aspects of the bipartisan Iraq
Study Group, as he deems appropriate’’.

(D) “The President shall submit a second
report to the Congress, not later than Sep-
tember 15, 2007, following the same proce-
dures and criteria, outlined above’.

(E) “Prior to the submission of the Presi-
dent’s second report on September 15, 2007,
and at a time to be agreed upon by the lead-
ership of the Congress and the Administra-
tion, the United States Ambassador to Iraq
and the Commander, Multi-National Forces
Iraq will be made available to testify in open
and closed sessions before the relevant com-
mittees of the Congress”.

(F) The Department of Defense ‘‘will com-
mission an independent, private-sector enti-
ty, which operates as a 501(c)(3), with recog-
nized credentials and expertise in military
affairs, to prepare an independent report as-
sessing the following:

(i) The readiness of the Iraqi Security
Forces (ISF) to assume responsibility for
maintaining the territorial integrity of Iraq,
denying international terrorists a safe
haven, and bringing greater security to
Iraq’s 18 provinces in the next 12-18 months,
and bringing an end to sectarian violence to
achieve national reconciliation;

(ii) The training, equipping, command,
control and intelligence capabilities, and lo-
gistics capacity of the ISF;

(iii) The likelihood that, given the ISF’s
record of preparedness to date, following
years of training and equipping by U.S.
forces, the continued support of U.S. troops
will contribute to the readiness of the ISF to
fulfill the missions outlined in subparagraph
(A)”.

(iv) It is anticipated that the ‘‘Independent
Report on the Iraqi Security Forces,” will,
in whole or in part, be available before Sep-
tember 5, 2007.

(2) Two successive reports by the Presi-
dent, a report from the U.S. Ambassador to
Iraq, a report from the Commander of Multi-
national Forces—Iraq, and the Independent
Assessment of the Iraqi Security Forces,
thereby provide a comprehensive body of in-
formation available to the American public
and to the Congress, upon which they can es-
tablish opinions and evaluate decisions on
the future course of U.S. involvement in Iraq
and the surrounding region.

(3) The findings that supported H.J. Res.
114, Public Law 107-243, which was enacted in
2002 and which authorized the President to
use the Armed Forces of the United States
against Iraq, require review and revision.
Therefore, as part of his September 15, 2007,
report, Congress expects that the President
will submit to Congress a proposal to revise
Public Law 107-243.

SEC. 1544. STATUS OF FORCES AGREEMENT.

The President shall direct the Secretary of
State, in conjunction with the Secretary of
Defense, to initiate negotiations with the
Government of Iraq on a Status of Forces
Agreement with a goal to complete work not
later than 120 days after enactment of this
Act.

SEC. 1545. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON DIPLOMATIC
EFFORTS IN IRAQ AND THE MIDDLE
EAST.

(a) Findings

(1) The Iraq Study Group recommended a
diplomatic offensive, stating ‘‘all key issues
in the Middle East — the Arab-Israeli con-
flict, Iraq, Iran, the need for political and
economic reforms, and extremism and ter-
rorism, are inextricably linked’. The report
stressed that diplomacy aimed at solving
key regional issues would ‘‘help marginalize
extremists and terrorists, promote U.S. val-
ues and interests, and improve America’s
global image’’.
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(2) Members of the Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil-Plus-Two issued a joint statement on
January 16, 2007, reflecting ‘‘their collective
desire to prevent Iraq from becoming a bat-
tleground for regional international powers
and urged all to help end sectarian violence
in Iraq”.

(3) The Bush Administration supported and
participated in the March 10, 2007, regional
conference in Baghdad and the follow-up re-
gional conference held in Egypt on May 3
and 4, 2007, and that conference produced
three working groups: one chaired by Syria
on Border Security, a second chaired by Jor-
dan on Refugees, and a third by Turkey on
Fuels and Energy.

(4) The redeployment of U.S. troops from
Iraq to other locations in the Middle East,
would require the cooperation of regional
governments.

(5) A revision of U.S. military policy in
Iraq could increase the chances of stimu-
lating greater economic and diplomatic as-
sistance for Iraq from multi-lateral organi-
zations and European allies, who have
sought to limit their association with an un-
popular war.

(6) Regional players, including—- Saudi Ara-
bia, Jordan, Egypt, Turkey, the Gulf States,
and others have substantial concerns about
Iran’s disruptive agenda in the region that
converge with U.S. interests.

(7) All states in the region, including Iran
and Syria have some interest in preventing
political turmoil and refugee flows from
emanating from Iraq or the break-up of Iraq
into sectarian regions.

(8) All nations that depend on oil imports,
particularly those who are dependent on Per-
sian Gulf oil, have a strong economic and se-
curity interest in maintaining stability in
the Gulf region.

(b) It is the Sense of Congress that the
United States Government should work vig-
orously with like-minded governments, in-
cluding the Iraqi government, to establish a
predictable and regular multi-lateral diplo-
matic forum related to Iraq that meets fre-
quently and is open to all parties in the Mid-
dle East.

(c) Such a forum could be based on the ex-
isting structure of the May 2007 foreign min-
isters conference at Sharm el-Sheikh in
Egypt that plans to reassemble in Istanbul
at a date to be determined, or it could be ini-
tiated with a new structure.

(d) U.S. goals in advancing the forum
should include promoting international sup-
port for reconciliation in Iraq, dealing with
refugee flows emanating from Iraq, pro-
tecting the territorial integrity of Iraq, ad-
vancing Iraqi economic development, and
containing any conflict that might spread
from Iraq.

(e) The United States should work with
other nations at the forum to promote trans-
parency of national interests and actions so
that the risks for neighboring states of pur-
suing armed aggression or destructive sec-
tarian agendas are heightened and all parties
avoid miscalculations that could lead to con-
flict.

(f) In the context of a drawdown of Amer-
ican forces in Iraq, the United States should
attempt to secure contributions of resources
or military personnel for international ef-
forts to stabilize Iraq’s borders.

(g) Although focused on a multi-lateral ap-
proach to issues related to Iraq, the United
States should encourage opportunities to
discuss other regional concerns and to facili-
tate bilateral contacts between those in at-
tendance, when appropriate.

(h) As the United States attempts to estab-
lish a more sustainable policy in Iraq, our
government should launch a broader diplo-
matic offensive in the region aimed at re-
pairing alliances, assuring regional govern-
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ments of our staying power in the Middle
East, enlisting greater help international
help in combating terrorism, stabilizing oil
prices, and making progress in resolving the
Arab-Israeli conflict.

SA 2209. Mr. CONRAD (for himself,
Mr. HATCH, Mr. DORGAN, Mr. GREGG,
and Mr. ROBERTS) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 1585, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2008 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle D of title I, add the
following:

SEC. 143. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON THE REPLACE-
MENT OF THE TANKER AIRCRAFT
FLEET.

It is the sense of Congress that timely re-
placement of the Air Force aerial refueling
tanker fleet is a vital national security pri-
ority for the reasons as follows:

(1) The average age of the aircraft in the
Air Force aerial refueling tanker fleet is now
more than 43 years, with the age of the air-
craft in the KC-135 tanker fleet averaging 46
years.

(2) The development and fielding of a re-
placement tanker aircraft will allow the
United States military to continue to
project combat capability anywhere in the
world on short notice without relying on in-
termediate bases for refueling.

(3) Under current plans, it will take more
than 30 years to replace the current fleet of
KC-135 tanker aircraft, meaning that some
KC-135 tanker aircraft are scheduled to re-
main operational until they are nearly 80
years old.

——
PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that Mark Sullivan
and Asmita on Senator HARKIN’s staff
be granted floor privileges during to-
day’s debate.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

NATIONAL SUMMER LEARNING
DAY

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Judi-
ciary Committee be discharged from
further consideration of S. Res. 268,
and that the Senate then proceed to its
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the resolution by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 268) designating July
12, 2007, as ‘‘National Summer Learning
Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table, en bloc, and that
any statements relating to the resolu-
tion be printed in the RECORD.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 268

Whereas all students experience a measur-
able loss of mathematics and reading skills
when they do not engage in educational ac-
tivities during the summer months;

Whereas summer learning loss is greatest
for low-income children, who often lack the
academic enrichment opportunities available
to their more affluent peers;

Whereas recent research indicates that 24
of the achievement gap between low-income
children and their more affluent peers can be
explained by unequal access to summer
learning opportunities, which results in low-
income youth being less likely to graduate
from high school or enter college;

Whereas recent surveys indicate that low-
income parents have considerable difficulty
finding available summer opportunities for
their children;

Whereas structured enrichment and edu-
cation programs are proven to accelerate
learning for students who participate in such
programs for several weeks during the sum-
mer;

Whereas students who participate in the
Building Educated Leaders for Life
(“BELL’) summer programs gain several
months’ worth of reading and mathematics
skills through summer enrichment, and stu-
dents who regularly attend the Teach Balti-
more Summer Academy for 2 summers are %
year ahead of their peers in reading skills;

Whereas thousands of students in similar
programs make measurable gains in aca-
demic achievement;

Whereas recent research demonstrates that
most children, particularly children at high
risk of obesity, gain weight more rapidly
when they are out of school during the sum-
mer;

Whereas Summer Learning Day is designed
to highlight the need for more young people
to be engaged in summer learning activities
and to support local summer programs that
benefit children, families, and communities;

Whereas a wide array of schools, public
agencies, nonprofit organizations, univer-
sities, museums, libraries, and summer
camps in many States across the United
States, will celebrate annual Summer Learn-
ing Day on July 12, 2007: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates July 12, 2007, as ‘‘National
Summer Learning Day’’, in order to raise
public awareness about the positive impact
of summer learning opportunities on the de-
velopment and educational success of the
children of our Nation;

(2) urges the people of the United States to
promote summer learning activities, in order
to send young people back to school ready to
learn, to support working parents and their
children, and to keep the children of our Na-
tion safe and healthy during the summer
months; and

(3) urges communities to celebrate, with
appropriate ceremonies and activities, the
importance of high quality summer learning
opportunities in the lives of young students
and their families.
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————

HONORING LADY BIRD JOHNSON

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

ation of S. Res. 271, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 271) honoring Lady
Bird Johnson.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating to the resolution be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 271

Whereas Americans throughout the nation
are mourning the passing of Claudia Taylor
(Lady Bird) Johnson, who served as First
Lady with honor and grace during the Ad-
ministration of her husband, President Lyn-
don Baines Johnson;

Whereas Mrs. Johnson was born near
Karnack, Texas and received the nickname
“Lady Bird”’ as a young child;

Whereas Lady Bird Johnson was known as
an excellent student and graduated from the
University of Texas;

Whereas Lady Bird Johnson met Lyndon
Johnson in 1934 and the 2 were married later
that year;

Whereas Lady Bird Johnson was a success-
ful businesswoman who helped build a small
radio station into a multimillion-dollar
radio and television enterprise;

Whereas throughout her husband’s polit-
ical career in Congress and the White House,
Lady Bird Johnson played an important sup-
portive role as a partner and confidante;

Whereas as wife of the Vice President,
Lady Bird Johnson visited 33 foreign coun-
tries as an ambassador of goodwill;

Whereas, as First Lady, Lady Bird Johnson
earned widespread respect and affection not
only for the tone of dignity with which she
represented her husband and the Nation, but
for her active involvement in efforts to serve
the public, such as her work to improve the
environment and to address the problem of
poverty in the United States;

Whereas millions of travelers and com-
muters have Lady Bird Johnson to thank for
the colorful flowers that line many of our
roads, which represent a living, lasting leg-
acy of the woman who guided the Highway
Beautification Act of 1965 (23 U.S.C. 131, 135
note, 136, 319) into law;

Whereas after leaving the White House,
Lady Bird Johnson continued to serve the
Nation in many ways, including helping to
found the National Wildflower Research Cen-
ter, supporting the Lyndon Baines Johnson
Library, and serving on the Board of the Na-
tional Geographic Society as a trustee emer-
itus; and

Whereas, in addition to her service to the
Nation, Lady Bird Johnson was a devoted
and loving mother to her 2 daughters, Lynda
Bird and Luci Baines, as well as her 7 grand-
children and 10 great-grandchildren: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) notes with deep sorrow and solemn
mourning the death of Claudia Taylor (Lady
Bird) Johnson;
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(2) extends its heartfelt sympathy to Mrs.
Johnson’s family;

(3) honors and, on behalf of the nation, ex-
presses deep appreciation for Lady Bird
Johnson’s important service to her country;
and

(4) directs the Secretary of the Senate to
transmit a copy of this resolution to the
family of Mrs. Johnson.

—————
Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask
that I be made a cosponsor of that res-
olution.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRAISING MUSLIM-AMERICAN
PHYSICIANS

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 272, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 272) praising Muslim-
American physicians who condemned recent
attempted terrorist acts in the United King-
dom.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating to the resolution be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 272

Whereas in early July 2007, acts of ter-
rorism were attempted at Glasgow Airport
and in London;

Whereas early indications suggest that
Muslim physicians allegedly were respon-
sible for the attempted acts of terrorism;

Whereas thousands of Muslim-American
physicians living and practicing in the
United States are an important and welcome
component of American society;

Whereas Muslim-American physicians,
through the Islamic Medical Association of
North America, publicly stated that the as-
sociation ‘‘condemns in the strongest terms
the attack on Glasgow Airport, the at-
tempted attack in London; and all attacks
by which innocent people are Kkilled or
harmed in any manner and all attacks that
result in destruction of the property of inno-
cent people’’; and

Whereas the Islamic Medical Association
of North America further stated, ‘“‘Such at-
tacks, regardless of whether or not they have
been perpetrated by physicians, are against
the most basic teachings of our religion,
Islam, and are contrary to the very basic
principles of our profession, regardless of re-
ligion or creed. Suicide is also strictly pro-
hibited in Islam.”: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns the recent attempted attacks
in the United Kingdom;

272) was
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