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Resolved by the House of Representatives,
That we request the Joint Committee on the
Library of Congress to approve the place-
ment of a statue of President Gerald R. Ford
as part of the National Statuary Hall Collec-
tion in the United States Capitol and to au-
thorize the removal of the statue of Zacha-
riah Chandler and its relocation to Michigan;
and be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, the Joint
Committee on the Library of Congress, the
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation, the Office of the Governor, and the
Gerald R. Ford Foundation.

POM-167. A resolution adopted by the
House of Representatives of the State of
Michigan urging Congress to enact legisla-
tion to improve the health programs avail-
able to veterans; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

HOUSE RESOLUTION NoO. 53

Whereas, providing medical care for the
men and women who risk their lives in de-
fense of our nation is a most important re-
sponsibility. While this is always true, the
significance of this task should be eminently
clear as our armed forces are engaged in bat-
tle; and

Whereas, funding for the Department of
Veterans Affairs is determined each year by
the Congress as part of discretionary spend-
ing. This budget is seriously under funded
each year. This chronic under funding has a
direct impact on the level of services avail-
able to our injured veterans. Currently, near-
1y 90 percent of federal health care spending
is carried out through direct, rather than
discretionary funding; and

Whereas, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs has the nation’s largest health care sys-
tem, with more than 150 hospitals, hundreds
of clinics, nursing homes, residential reha-
bilitation treatment programs, and special-
ized services to deal with the most horrific
and widest range of injuries. Recent rises in
demand for health care services have far out-
paced spending; and

Whereas, the American people owe our re-
turning veterans proper health care services
to address the injuries they sustain in de-
fense of our freedoms. Quality health care
for those injured in service to the country
should not be subject to the annual fluctua-
tions of a budget process that is often held
hostage to politics. Clearly, the care of our
wounded must be a top priority; Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, By the House of Representatives,
That we memorialize the Congress of the
United States to enact legislation to in-
crease funding for veterans health programs
and to reform budget practices to assure
that veterans health care needs are ad-
dressed by direct rather than discretionary
funding; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, and the
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. ROBERTS (for himself and Mr.
BROWNBACK):
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S. 1772. A Dbill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
127 South Elm Street in Gardner, Kansas, as
the ‘“Private First Class Shane R. Austin
Post Office”’; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

By Ms. SNOWE:

S. 1773. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to regulate payroll tax de-
posit agents; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mrs. BOXER:

S. 1774. A bill to designate the John Krebs
Wilderness in the State of California, to add
certain land to the Sequoia-Kings Canyon
National Park Wilderness, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

By Mr. BURR (for himself and Mr.
GREGG):

S. 1775. A bill to reauthorize the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to
ensure that no child is left behind; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Mr.
BROWN):

S. 1776. A bill to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to establish a user
fee program to ensure food safety, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. KENNEDY:

S. 1777. A bill to amend title II of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to restore the integ-
rity to the office of the Surgeon General; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself,
Mr. SMITH, and Mr. LOTT):

S. 1778. A bill to authorize certain activi-
ties of the Maritime Administration, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. TESTER (for himself and Mr.
DORGAN):

S. 1779. A bill to establish a program for
tribal colleges and universities within the
Department of Health and Human Services
and to amend the Native American Programs
Act of 1974 to authorize the provision of
grants and cooperative agreements to tribal
colleges and universities, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Indian Affairs.

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER (for himself,
Mr. STEVENS, Mr. PRYOR, and Mr.
INOUYE):

S. 1780. A bill to require the FCC, in enforc-
ing its regulations concerning the broadcast
of indecent programming, to maintain a pol-
icy that a single word or image may be con-
sidered indecent; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mrs. BOXER (for herself and Mrs.
FEINSTEIN):

S. 1781. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
118 Minner Avenue in Bakersfield, California,
as the ‘“Buck Owens Post Office’’; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

By Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself and Mr.
DURBIN):

S. 1782. A bill to amend chapter 1 of title 9
of United States Code with respect to arbi-
tration; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. ENZI:

S. 1783. A Dbill to provide 10 steps to trans-
form health care in America; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. KERRY (for himself, Ms.
SNOWE, Ms. CANTWELL, and Ms. LAN-
DRIEU):

S. 1784. A bill to amend the Small Business
Act to improve programs for veterans, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship.

By Mr. NELSON of Florida (for him-
self, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. LAUTENBERG,
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Mr. SANDERS, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr.
MENENDEZ, and Mr. CARDIN):

S. 1785. A bill to amend the Clean Air Act
to establish deadlines by which the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection
Agency shall issue a decision on whether to
grant certain waivers of preemption under
that Act; to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself,
Mr. CORNYN, Mr. HATCH, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. SPECTER, Mr. LEVIN, Mrs.
CLINTON, Mr. OBAMA, Ms. MIKULSKI,
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. BIDEN, Mrs.
HUTCHISON, Mr. DoDD, Mrs. BOXER,
and Ms. LANDRIEU):

S. Res. 269. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate that the Citizens’ Stamp
Advisory Committee should recommend to
the Postmaster General that a commemora-
tive postage stamp be issued in honor of
former United States Representative Bar-
bara Jordan; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. CONRAD (for himself and Mr.
DORGAN):

S. Res. 270. A resolution honoring the 75th
anniversary of the International Peace Gar-
den; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 65
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
65, a bill to modify the age-60 standard
for certain pilots and for other pur-
poses.
S. 160
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
160, a bill to provide for compensation
to the Lower Brule and Crow Creek
Sioux Tribes of South Dakota for dam-
age to tribal land caused by Pick-Sloan
projects along the Missouri River.
S. 185
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. McCASKILL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 185, a bill to restore ha-
beas corpus for those detained by the
United States.
S. 309
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 309, a bill to amend the
Clean Air Act to reduce emissions of
carbon dioxide, and for other purposes.
S. 456
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
AKAKA) and the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. WEBB) were added as cosponsors of
S. 456, a bill to increase and enhance
law enforcement resources committed
to investigation and prosecution of vio-
lent gangs, to deter and punish violent
gang crime, to protect law-abiding citi-
zens and communities from violent
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criminals, to revise and enhance crimi-
nal penalties for violent crimes, to ex-
pand and improve gang prevention pro-
grams, and for other purposes.
S. 479
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. BIDEN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 479, a bill to reduce the incidence of
suicide among veterans.
S. 551
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. HAGEL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 551, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide a cred-
it to certain agriculture-related busi-
nesses for the cost of protecting cer-
tain chemicals.

S. 617
At the request of Mr. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. SALAZAR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 617, a bill to make the Na-
tional Parks and Federal Recreational
Lands Pass available at a discount to
certain veterans.
S. 625
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. FEINGOLD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 625, a bill to protect the public
health by providing the Food and Drug
Administration with certain authority
to regulate tobacco products.
S. 635
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
635, a bill to provide for a research pro-
gram for remediation of closed meth-
amphetamine production laboratories,
and for other purposes.
S. 638
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the
names of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) and the Senator from
Tennessee (Mr. CORKER) were added as
cosponsors of S. 638, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide for collegiate housing and infra-
structure grants.
S. 721
At the request of Mr. COCHRAN, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 727, a bill to improve and ex-
pand geographic literacy among kin-
dergarten through grade 12 students in
the United States by improving profes-
sional development programs for kin-
dergarten through grade 12 teachers of-
fered through institutions of higher
education.
8. M
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
names of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. FEINGOLD) and the Senator from
New York (Mrs. CLINTON) were added as
cosponsors of S. 771, a bill to amend the
Child Nutrition Act of 1966 to improve
the nutrition and health of school-
children by updating the definition of
“food of minimal nutritional value’ to
conform to current nutrition science
and to protect the Federal investment
in the national school lunch and break-
fast programs.
S. 819
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
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WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
819, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to expand tax-free
distributions from individual retire-
ment accounts for charitable purposes.
S. 836
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG,
the names of the Senator from New
York (Mr. SCHUMER) and the Senator
from Nebraska (Mr. NELSON) were
added as cosponsors of S. 836, a bill to
amend the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act to authorize appropria-
tions for sewer overflow control grants.
S. 897
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 897, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide
more help to Alzheimer’s disease care-
givers.
S. 898
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 898, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to fund break-
throughs in Alzheimer’s disease re-
search while providing more help to
caregivers and increasing public edu-
cation about prevention.
S. 903
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. DoDD) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 903, a bill to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to Dr. Muhammad Yunus,
in recognition of his contributions to
the fight against global poverty.
S. 970
At the request of Mr. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. PRYOR) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 970, a bill to impose sanctions on
Iran and on other countries for assist-
ing Iran in developing a nuclear pro-
gram, and for other purposes.
S. 1183
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1183, a bill to enhance and
further research into paralysis and to
improve rehabilitation and the quality
of life for persons living with paralysis
and other physical disabilities, and for
other purposes.
S. 1239
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as
a cosponsor of S. 1239, a bill to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
extend the new markets tax credit
through 2013, and for other purposes.
S. 1310
At the request of Mr. LOTT, the name
of the Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
COCHRAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1310, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to provide for
an extension of increased payments for
ground ambulance services under the
Medicare program.
S. 1353
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. DORGAN) was added as a co-
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sponsor of S. 1353, a bill to nullify the
determinations of the Copyright Roy-
alty Judges with respect to webcasting,
to modify the basis for making such a
determination, and for other purposes.
S. 1359
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. COLEMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1359, a bill to amend the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to enhance pub-
lic and health professional awareness
and understanding of lupus and to
strengthen the Nation’s research ef-
forts to identify the causes and cure of
lupus.
S. 1385
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from Flor-
ida (Mr. MARTINEZ) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1385, a bill to designate
the United States courthouse facility
located at 301 North Miami Avenue,
Miami, Florida, as the ““C. Clyde At-
kins United States Courthouse’’.
S. 1469
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. McCASKILL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1469, a bill to require the
closure of the Department of Defense
detention facility at Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, and for other purposes.
S. 1529
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. DoDD) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1529, a bill to amend the Food Stamp
Act of 1977 to end benefit erosion, sup-
port working families with child care
expenses, encourage retirement and
education savings, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1606
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1606, a bill to provide for the establish-
ment of a comprehensive policy on the
care and management of wounded war-
riors in order to facilitate and enhance
their care, rehabilitation, physical
evaluation, transition from care by the
Department of Defense to care by the
Department of Veterans Affairs, and
transition from military service to ci-
vilian life, and for other purposes.
S. 1624
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
OBAMA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1624, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide that the
exception from the treatment of pub-
licly traded partnerships as corpora-
tions for partnerships with passive-
type income shall not apply to partner-
ships directly or indirectly deriving in-
come from providing investment ad-
viser and related asset management
services.
S. 1742
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1742, a bill to prevent the Federal
Communications Commission from re-
promulgating the fairness doctrine.
S. 1748
At the request of Mr. COLEMAN, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of
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S. 1748, a bill to prevent the Federal
Communications Commission from re-
promulgating the fairness doctrine.

S. RES. 82

At the request of Mr. HAGEL, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. Res. 82, a resolution designating Au-
gust 16, 2007 as ‘‘National Airborne
Day”’.

S. RES. 224

At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, his name was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 224, a resolution expressing
the sense of the Senate regarding the
Israeli-Palestinian peace process.

AMENDMENT NO. 2019

At the request of Mr. LEVIN, the
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
AKAKA), the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WARNER), the Senator from Wash-
ington (Mrs. MURRAY), the Senator
from South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM), the
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. KEN-
NEDY), the Senator from Alabama (Mr.
SESSIONS), the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER), the Senator
from Maine (Ms. COLLINS), the Senator
from West Virginia (Mr. BYRD), the
Senator from Georgia (Mr. CHAMBLISS),
the Senator from Illinois (Mr. OBAMA),
the Senator from North Carolina (Mrs.
DOLE), the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. LIEBERMAN), the Senator from
Texas (Mr. CORNYN), the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), the Senator
from South Dakota (Mr. THUNE), the
Senator from Rhode Island (Mr. REED),
the Senator from Florida (Mr. MAR-
TINEZ), the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN), the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON), the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER), the Senator from Ne-
braska (Mr. NELSON), the Senator from
Indiana (Mr. BAYH), the Senator from
New York (Mrs. CLINTON), the Senator
from Arkansas (Mr. PRYOR), the Sen-
ator from Missouri (Mrs. MCCASKILL),
the Senator from Michigan (Ms. STABE-
NOW), the Senator from Iowa (Mr. HAR-
KIN), the Senator from Missouri (Mr.
BoND), the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON), the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. SALAZAR), the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Senator
from Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE),
the Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
LOTT), the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. DopD), and the Senator from
Texas (Mrs. HUTCHISON) were added as
cosponsors of amendment No. 2019 pro-
posed to H.R. 15685, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

At the request of Mr. COLEMAN, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2019 proposed to H.R.
1585, supra.

At the request of Mr. INHOFE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2019 proposed to H.R.
1585, supra.
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At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, her
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2019 proposed to H.R.
1585, supra.

At the request of Mr. SPECTER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2019 proposed to H.R.
1585, supra.

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2019 proposed to H.R.
1585, supra.

AMENDMENT NO. 2022

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 2022 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 1585, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2008 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 2024

At the request of Mr. SESSIONS, the
names of the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. KYL), the Senator from North
Carolina (Mrs. DOLE), the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE) and the Sen-
ator from South Dakota (Mr. THUNE)
were added as cosponsors of amend-
ment No. 2024 proposed to H.R. 1585, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2008 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 2027

At the request of Mr. PRYOR, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 2027 intended to
be proposed to H.R. 1585, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2008 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 2029

At the request of Mr. GREGG, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. LoTT) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2029 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 15685, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 2043

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2043 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 1585, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-

S9137

ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2046
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the
names of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. BAUCUS), the Senator from Mary-
land (Ms. MIKULSKI), the Senator from
Arkansas (Mrs. LINCOLN) and the Sen-
ator from Delaware (Mr. BIDEN) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
2046 intended to be proposed to H.R.
1585, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2008 for military activities
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2047
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. LoTT) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2047 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 1585, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2057
At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. ISAKSON) and the Senator from
Florida (Mr. NELSON) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 2057 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 1585, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2008 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2067
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
names of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY), the Senator from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. SPECTER), the Senator
from New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ), the
Senator from Connecticut (Mr. DODD),
the Senator from Maine (Ms. COLLINS),
the Senator from Indiana (Mr. BAYH),
the Senator from Colorado (Mr. SALA-
ZAR), the Senator from Massachusetts
(Mr. KERRY), the Senator from New
Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN), the Senator
from Illinois (Mr. OBAMA), the Senator
from New York (Mrs. CLINTON), the
Senator from Maine (Ms. SNOWE), the
Senator from Washington (Mrs. MUR-
RAY) and the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. REED) were added as cospon-
sors of amendment No. 2067 intended to
be proposed to H.R. 1585, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2008 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2072
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
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(Mr. PRYOR) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 2072 intended to be
proposed to H.R. 1585, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2008 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 2086

At the request of Mr. LIEBERMAN, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2086 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 1585, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 2100

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
names of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. COBURN) and the Senator from
Missouri (Mr. BoND) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 2100 pro-
posed to H.R. 15685, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 2108

At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BAYH) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2108 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 1585, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 2125

At the request of Mr. SALAZAR, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2125 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 1585, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2125 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 1585, supra.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. SNOWE:

S. 1773. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to regulate pay-
roll tax deposit agents; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce the Small Business
Payroll Protection Act of 2007. This
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crucial legislation will protect small
businesses from payroll tax fraud and
provide them with greater security
when working with IRS registered pay-
roll service providers.

By way of background, let me say
that in the fall of 2003, small business-
man Roger Cyr, owner of the Lily
Moon Cafe in Saco, Maine, learned that
he was the victim of payroll tax fraud
and that he owed $52,000 in back taxes.
He was one of a number of small busi-
ness owners in Maine who were forced
to pay their payroll taxes twice after
an unscrupulous payroll provider ran
off with their tax deposits instead of
making the required payments to the
Internal Revenue Service.

Unfortunately, this type of payroll
fraud is not unique to my State of
Maine, with instances of malfeasance
occurring in Georgia, Texas, Utah,
Iowa, Maryland, New York, and else-
where throughout the U.S. It is uncon-
scionable that these small business
owners, are required to pay their pay-
roll taxes twice. This additional and
unexpected expense can drive these
companies out of business.

But let me be clear, these egregious
examples of payroll fraud hide the fact
that most small businesses use payroll
providers that are honest, meticulous,
and trustworthy. The majority of pay-
roll tax agents pay their clients’ taxes
accurately, and on time, providing out-
standing service as they help their cli-
ents with a myriad of complicated tax
and accounting issues. Consequently,
the organizing principle behind the bill
I introduce today is to safeguard small
business owners from afew dishonest
payroll providers, and to shield the
honest payroll providers from the bad
actors in their industry.

To that end, this legislation contains
a number of provisions designed to
guard small business owners against
fraud. These provisions include increas-
ing IRS oversight of payroll service
providers, creating a separate section
of the Internal Revenue code that will
govern the payroll industry, defining
the responsibilities of payroll tax de-
posit agents, and requiring all agents
to register with the IRS or be penal-
ized. The bill also penalizes payroll
providers that collect, but fail to
make, required tax payments by ex-
tending section 6672 penalties to all
payroll tax agents. Additionally, pay-
roll clients will also be informed of
their continued liability for all of their
payroll taxes as well as their obliga-
tion to periodically verify that their
payroll taxes are paid in full.

Now, I recognize that the new regula-
tions will be more costly for small pay-
roll companies to implement than for
large payroll companies. In order to
keep client protections in place, while
providing small payroll services pro-
viders with some reasonable flexibility,
the bill offers a choice. Payroll pro-
viders can either obtain a surety bond,
or comply with quarterly third-party
certifications.

Surety bonds can be very difficult for
many small businesses to obtain. Con-
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sequently, instead of bonding, many
small payroll service providers prefer
the targeted quarterly certification op-
tion, which ensures that payroll agents
are depositing clients’ tax funds com-
pletely and on time. Small payroll
agents assert that the certification
process actually provides their clients
with greater fraud protection than a
surety bond because the certification
verifies the payroll agent’s sound fi-
nancial practices quarterly, while a
surety boud only requires an annual
audit.

As Ranking Member of the Senate
Committee on Small Business and En-
trepreneurship, I understand how crit-
ical it is to defend our small business
owners from tax fraud. Enacting these
provisions will help protect small com-
panies in Maine, Utah, Georgia and in
each of our states, from the very few
dangerous payroll providers that would
steal their clients’ payroll taxes. At
the same time, this bill recognizes that
small payroll tax agents must be pro-
vided flexible and reasonable regu-
latory options that offer real protec-
tion to their clients. This legislation
contains both strong safeguards and
small business flexibility.

Mr. President, I urge my colleagues
to help create a buffer for our small
businesses from devious pay roll tax
agents by increasing IRS oversight and
protections as contained in this bill. I
hope my colleagues will strongly sup-
port the Small Business Payroll Pro-
tection Act of 2007.

By Mr. BURR (for himself and
Mr. GREGG):

S. 1775. A Dbill to reauthorize the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act
of 1965 to ensure that no child is left
behind; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak on the No Child Left
Behind Act of 2007, which I am pleased
to introduce with my colleague Sen-
ator GREGG of New Hampshire. It has
been an honor for my office to work
with Senator GREGG, one of the ‘“‘Big 4’
architects of the original No Child Left
Behind legislation that passed Con-
gress with overwhelmingly bipartisan
support and that was signed into law
by President Bush in January 2002.

The No Child Left Behind Act of 2007
is the first comprehensive reauthoriza-
tion legislation to be introduced in ei-
ther the Senate or the House of Rep-
resentatives. I hope our introduction
today will Kkick-start the legislative
process and get the Senate and the
House on the path to a swift reauthor-
ization of NCLB, the most sweeping
and important federal K-12 education
legislation passed since the original El-
ementary and Secondary Education
Act was passed in 1965.

If ever there were a Federal law that
needed to be reauthorized on time, it is
No Child Left Behind. As the headline
to Ron Brownstein’s article in yester-
day’s Los Angeles Times read: ‘“‘Don’t
leave this law behind: Progress is slow
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