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MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 2829. An act making appropriations 
for financial services and general govern-
ment for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2008, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Ms. MIKULSKI, from the Committee on 
Appropriations, without amendment: 

S. 1745. An original bill making appropria-
tions for the Departments of Commerce and 
Justice, science, and related agencies for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2008, and for 
other purposes (Rept. No. 110–124). 

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER, from the Select 
Committee on Intelligence, with amend-
ments: 

S. 1547. An original bill to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for military ac-
tivities of the Department of Defense, for 
military construction, and for defense activi-
ties of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 
110–125). 

S. 1548. An original bill to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for military ac-
tivities of the Department of Defense, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Ms. MIKULSKI: 
S. 1745. An original bill making appropria-

tions for the Departments of Commerce and 
Justice, Science, and related agencies for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2008, and for 
other purposes; from the Committee on Ap-
propriations; placed on the calendar. 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself and 
Mr. STEVENS): 

S. 1746. A bill to provide for the recogni-
tion of certain Native communities and the 
settlement of certain claims under the Alas-
ka Native Claims Settlement Act, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. SPECTER: 
S. 1747. A bill to regulate the judicial use 

of presidential signing statements in the in-
terpretation of Acts of Congress; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. COLEMAN (for himself, Mr. 
DEMINT, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. SES-
SIONS, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. ISAKSON, 
Mr. CRAIG, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. 
GRAHAM, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. BOND, Mr. 
MCCAIN, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. VOINOVICH, 
Mr. THUNE, Mr. COBURN, Mr. ALLARD, 
Mr. ROBERTS, and Mr. KYL): 

S. 1748. A bill to prevent the Federal Com-
munications Commission from repromul-
gating the fairness doctrine; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Mr. KYL: 
S. 1749. A bill to amend the Federal Rules 

of Criminal Procedure to provide adequate 
protection to the rights of crime victims, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. CHAMBLISS (for himself and 
Mr. ISAKSON): 

S. Res. 262. A resolution designating July 
2007 as ‘‘National Watermelon Month’’; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 65 

At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 
name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. COBURN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 65, a bill to modify the age-60 
standard for certain pilots and for 
other purposes. 

S. 130 

At the request of Mr. ALLARD, the 
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
130, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to extend reason-
able cost contracts under Medicare. 

S. 648 

At the request of Mr. CHAMBLISS, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 648, a bill to amend title 10, 
United States Code, to reduce the eligi-
bility age for receipt of non-regular 
military service retired pay for mem-
bers of the Ready Reserve in active fed-
eral status or on active duty for sig-
nificant periods. 

S. 691 

At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the 
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. DORGAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 691, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to im-
prove the benefits under the Medicare 
program for beneficiaries with kidney 
disease, and for other purposes. 

S. 746 

At the request of Mr. ALLARD, the 
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 746, a bill to establish a competitive 
grant program to build capacity in vet-
erinary medical education and expand 
the workforce of veterinarians engaged 
in public health practice and bio-
medical research. 

S. 771 

At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 
name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. BINGAMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 771, a bill to amend the Child 
Nutrition Act of 1966 to improve the 
nutrition and health of schoolchildren 
by updating the definition of ‘‘food of 
minimal nutritional value’’ to conform 
to current nutrition science and to pro-
tect the Federal investment in the na-
tional school lunch and breakfast pro-
grams. 

S. 773 

At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 
name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. DOMENICI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 773, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow Fed-

eral civilian and military retirees to 
pay health insurance premiums on a 
pretax basis and to allow a deduction 
for TRICARE supplemental premiums. 

S. 805 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. BIDEN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 805, a bill to amend the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 to assist countries 
in sub-Saharan Africa in the effort to 
achieve internationally recognized 
goals in the treatment and prevention 
of HIV/AIDS and other major diseases 
and the reduction of maternal and 
child mortality by improving human 
health care capacity and improving re-
tention of medical health professionals 
in sub-Saharan Africa, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 819 
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 819, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to expand tax- 
free distributions from individual re-
tirement accounts for charitable pur-
poses. 

S. 902 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
902, a bill to provide support and assist-
ance for families of members of the Na-
tional Guard and Reserve who are un-
dergoing deployment, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1175 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. BINGAMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1175, a bill to end the use of 
child soldiers in hostilities around the 
world, and for other purposes. 

S. 1239 
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER, 

the name of the Senator from North 
Carolina (Mr. BURR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1239, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend 
the new markets tax credit through 
2013, and for other purposes. 

S. 1337 
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1337, a bill to amend title XXI 
of the Social Security Act to provide 
for equal coverage of mental health 
services under the State Children’s 
Health Insurance Program. 

S. 1406 
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1406, a bill to amend the Ma-
rine Mammal Protection Act of 1972 to 
strengthen polar bear conservation ef-
forts, and for other purposes. 

S. 1415 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
INOUYE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1415, a bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act and the Social Security 
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Act to improve screening and treat-
ment of cancers, provide for survivor-
ship services, and for other purposes. 

S. 1418 

At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 
of the Senator from Vermont (Mr. 
SANDERS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1418, a bill to provide assistance to 
improve the health of newborns, chil-
dren, and mothers in developing coun-
tries, and for other purposes. 

S. 1455 

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
the name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1455, a bill to provide for 
the establishment of a health informa-
tion technology and privacy system. 

S. 1459 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. DORGAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1459, a bill to strengthen 
the Nation’s research efforts to iden-
tify the causes and cure of psoriasis 
and psoriatic arthritis, expand psori-
asis and psoriatic arthritis data collec-
tion, study access to and quality of 
care for people with psoriasis and pso-
riatic arthritis, and for other purposes. 

S. 1471 

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
the names of the Senator from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator 
from Rhode Island (Mr. REED) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1471, a bill to 
provide for the voluntary development 
by States of qualifying best practices 
for health care and to encourage such 
voluntary development by amending ti-
tles XVIII and XIX of the Social Secu-
rity Act to provide differential rates of 
payment favoring treatment provided 
consistent with qualifying best prac-
tices under the Medicare and Medicaid 
programs, and for other purposes. 

S. 1593 

At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the 
name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1593, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide tax re-
lief and protections to military per-
sonnel, and for other purposes. 

S. 1603 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
INOUYE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1603, a bill to authorize Congress to 
award a gold medal to Jerry Lewis, in 
recognition of his outstanding service 
to the Nation. 

S. 1624 

At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the 
name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1624, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide that 
the exception from the treatment of 
publicly traded partnerships as cor-
porations for partnerships with pas-
sive-type income shall not apply to 
partnerships directly or indirectly de-
riving income from providing invest-
ment adviser and related asset manage-
ment services. 

S. 1677 
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 

of the Senator from North Carolina 
(Mrs. DOLE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1677, a bill to amend the Exchange 
Rates and International Economic Co-
ordination Act of 1988 and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1742 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 

names of the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. MCCONNELL), the Senator from 
Ohio (Mr. VOINOVICH), the Senator from 
Colorado (Mr. ALLARD), the Senator 
from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN) and the 
Senator from Idaho (Mr. CRAIG) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1742, a bill to 
prevent the Federal Communications 
Commission from repromulgating the 
fairness doctrine. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself 
and Mr. STEVENS): 

S. 1746. A bill to provide for the rec-
ognition of certain Native commu-
nities and the settlement of certain 
claims under the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, at 
the very beginning of the Alaska Na-
tive Claims Settlement Act of 1971 
there are a series of findings and dec-
larations of congressional policy which 
explain the underpinnings of this land-
mark legislation. 

The first clause reads, ‘‘There is an 
immediate need for a fair and just set-
tlement of all claims by Natives and 
Native groups of Alaska, based on ab-
original land claims.’’ The second 
clause states, ‘‘The settlement should 
be accomplished rapidly, with cer-
tainty, in conformity with the real eco-
nomic and social needs of Natives.’’ 

Mr. President, 34, going on 35, years 
have passed since the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act became law and 
still the Native peoples of five commu-
nities in Southeast Alaska—Haines, 
Ketchikan, Petersburg, Tenakee and 
Wrangell—the five ‘‘landless commu-
nities’’ are still waiting for their fair 
and just settlement. 

The Alaska Native Claims Settle-
ment Act awarded approximately $1 
billion and 44 million acres of land to 
Alaska Natives and provided for the es-
tablishment of Native Corporations to 
receive and manage such funds and 
lands. The beneficiaries of the settle-
ment were issued stock in one of 13 re-
gional Alaska Native corporations. 
Most beneficiaries also had the option 
to enroll and receive stock in a village, 
group or urban corporation. 

For reasons that still defy expla-
nation the Native peoples of the ‘‘land-
less communities,’’ were not permitted 
by the Alaska Native Claims Settle-
ment Act to form village or urban cor-
porations. These communities were ex-
cluded from this benefit even though 
they did not differ significantly from 

other communities in Southeast Alas-
ka that were permitted to form village 
or urban corporations under the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act. This 
finding was confirmed in a February 
1994 report submitted by the Secretary 
of the Interior at the direction of the 
Congress. That study was conducted by 
the Institute of Social and Economic 
Research at the University of Alaska. 

The Native people of Southeast Alas-
ka have recognized the injustice of this 
oversight for more than 34 years. An 
independent study issued more than 12 
years ago confirms that the grievance 
of the landless communities is legiti-
mate. Legislation has been introduced 
in the past sessions of Congress to rem-
edy this injustice. Hearings have been 
held and reports written. Yet legisla-
tion to right the wrong has inevitably 
stalled out. This December marks the 
35th anniversary of Congress’ promise 
to the Native peoples of Alaska, the 
promise of a rapid and certain settle-
ment. And still the landless commu-
nities of southeast Alaska are landless. 

I am convinced that this cause is 
just, it is right, and it is about time 
that the Native peoples of the five 
landless communities receive what has 
been denied them for going on 35 years. 

The legislation that I am introducing 
today would enable the Native peoples 
of the five ‘‘landless communities’’ to 
organize five ‘‘urban corporations,’’ 
one for each unrecognized community. 
These newly formed corporations 
would be offered and could accept the 
surface estate to approximately 23,000 
acres of land. Sealaska Corporation, 
the regional Alaska Native Corporation 
for southeast Alaska would receive 
title to the subsurface estate to the 
designated lands. The urban corpora-
tions would each receive a lump sum 
payment to be used as start-up funds 
for the newly established corporation. 
The Secretary of the Interior would de-
termine other appropriate compensa-
tion to redress the inequities faced by 
the unrecognized communities. 

It is long past time that we return to 
the Native peoples of southeast Alaska 
a small slice of the aboriginal lands 
that were once theirs alone. It is time 
that we open our minds and open our 
hearts to correcting this injustice 
which has gone on far too long and fi-
nally give the Native peoples of south-
east Alaska the rapid and certain set-
tlement for which they have been wait-
ing. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
text of the bill be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 1746 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Unrecog-
nized Southeast Alaska Native Communities 
Recognition and Compensation Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 
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