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It is essential that all U.N. member
states and the international commu-
nity, more generally, continue to con-
demn the violent and defiant rhetoric
of Iran’s President. If his aggressive
words go unchecked it could signal ap-
proval of the Iranian regime’s deter-
mination to undermine its inter-
national obligations.

This Congress can also take critical
steps to stop or slow Iran’s nuclear en-
richment, but we will not be effective
in doing so unless we acknowledge that
the United States must be in lock-step
with the international community if
we are to overcome decades of mistrust
and ongoing threats to our national se-
curity.

————
MATTHEW SHEPARD ACT OF 2007

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak about the need for hate
crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate
crimes legislation that would add new
categories to current hate crimes law,
sending a signal that violence of any
kind is unacceptable in our society.
Likewise, each Congress I have come to
the floor to highlight a separate hate
crime that has occurred in our coun-
try.

On May 12, 2007 in New York, NY,
Omar  Willock attacked Roberto
Duncanson, a gay man, on the street in
Crown Heights. Willock allegedly
yelled anti-gay slurs at Duncanson
when they passed each other on the
street. Later, Willock encountered
Duncanson again and started a fist
fight, eventually stabbing Duncanson.
Willock is being held without bail and
is charged with a hate crime.

I believe that the Government’s first
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend
them against the harms that come out
of hate. The Matthew Shepard Act is a
symbol that can become substance. I
believe that by passing this legislation
and changing current law, we can
change hearts and minds as well.

————

WELCOMING THE MINNESOTA
NATIONAL GUARD

Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. President, it is
my great pleasure to welcome the
brave and courageous members of the
1st Brigade Combat Team of the 34th
Infantry back to Minnesota today. For
nearly 2 years, these troops have self-
lessly and honorably served our State
and our Nation, demonstrating a level
of commitment and sacrifice beyond
anything our country could ask of
them.

To welcome these soldiers home
properly, it is important to roll the
calendar back to September of 2005,
when these men and women learned
that they would soon deploy to Iraq for
a 12-month mission. The news was dif-
ficult for a lot of Guard troops and
families in our State. Many of them
had already been deployed on active
duty to Bosnia or Kosovo since Sep-
tember 11, and they knew how hard it
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would be to say goodbye once more to
their families, friends, and commu-
nities.

Because of their previous service,
many of these troops were not required
to go to Iraq. They had already an-
swered the call to defend this great
land, and they could have let others
take their turn this time, but that is
not the spirit of the 1st Brigade Com-
bat Team of the 34th Infantry. Instead,
with the same commitment that their
unit has shown since the Civil War,
these troops donned their uniforms,
made their arrangements, kissed their
moms and dads, husbands, wives, and
children goodbye, and returned to the
fray to serve their country.

For 6 grueling months, these soldiers
conducted their mandatory ‘‘uptrain-
ing”’ on the other side of our country at
Camp Shelby in Mississippi and Fort
Polk in Louisiana. And just like their
Minnesota 1st infantry comrades who
mustered at Fort Snelling 144 years
earlier, the 1st Brigade Combat Team
of the 34th Infantry received ratings of
“outstanding,” ‘‘excellent,” and ‘‘per-
fect’> on their various training dem-
onstrations throughout the winter of
2005.

In March of 2006, when the unit had
already been away from home for half
a year, it was time to travel the 6,000
miles to the Middle East and Iraq. Be-
fore they left, I had the pleasure of at-
tending their departure ceremony in
Mississippi alongside my colleagues of
the Minnesota congressional delega-
tion and our Governor. There were
steaks, music, beer cans, smiles, flags,
hugs, and sadly, a lot of tears.

But there was one clear thing every-
one had in common that day at Camp
Shelby: Pride. Pride in serving their
country. Pride in defending our free-
dom. Pride that their loved one was
going to perform their duty in a man-
ner consistent with the finest tradi-
tions of the U.S. military.

And off they went. Different units
and different companies fanned out in
locations across Iraq. Some of them in
Fallujah and Tagaddum in Anbar Prov-
ince, some at Camp Scania near
Nippur, and the largest number at
Camp Adder in Talil.

And the 1st Brigade Combat Team of
the 34th Infantry didn’t take much
time to make an impact on the ground.
By the end of May, when the ink on
their transfer authority had barely
dried, the 1st Brigade Combat Team of
the 34th Infantry had already built a
reverse osmosis water plant for the
people of al-Feiz. It would be the first
of many success stories they would ac-
complish and be proud of.

Over the course of the next few
months, the 1st Brigade Combat Team
of the 34th Infantry endured the trials
of a unit at war. With every successful
patrol, there was a longing for far away
loved ones. For every completed recon-
struction project, there was anticipa-
tion of a return trip home. And on the
hardest of days, there was the mourn-
ing of a fallen comrade.
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And so it went with these selfless sol-
diers through the end of 2006 and into
2007. When the New Year broke, it
brought with it a new energy and a re-
focused eye on their March 2007 return.
But their March return was not to be,
as the story of these men and women
veered onto a different path.

On January 10, of this year, these sol-
diers and their families endured a
shock that none of them expected.
Afternoon reports from CNN and Fox
News began to trickle through our
State and Nation, indicating that the
unit would be extended until this sum-
mer. When the official word from the
Pentagon confirmed this fact later that
day, it shook all of us to our core and
left us with more questions and con-
cerns than we could find answers to.

But like Minnesotans always do, they
somehow found a way to move forward.
The support of their families strength-
ened them. The spirit of their commu-
nities rallied around them. And the
countdown from January to July
gradually went from months to weeks
to days while the moment that seemed
like it would never get here finally did:
Their return.

Their deployment kept them in Iraq
25 days longer than any other unit
serving in this war. During their time,
they drove over 4,500 round trip convoy
missions completing 99 percent of them
on time. That’s over 2.2 million miles
of convoys in Iraq from the south cen-
tral part of the country to the Jor-
danian and Syrian borders. And I don’t
think anyone needs a reminder of the
dangers of IEDs on these convoys, but
just for the record, this unit discovered
over 350 of them before they were deto-
nated. In other areas they fought al-
Qaida and provided critical security to
our military bases, saving countless
lives of their comrades in arms.

They also worked hard to win the
hearts and minds of the Iraqi people. In
their time in Iraq, the 1st Brigade
Combat Team of the 34th Infantry com-
pleted over 90 reconstruction projects
from water and powerplants to road
construction and media expansion.

And now, after nearly 2 years of sac-
rifice and dedication, on behalf of a
grateful State and Nation we have the
privilege to welcome these fine men
and women back to the North Star
State. With their return will come new
challenges. As MAJ John Morris, Chap-
lain of the Minnesota National Guard,
often says, we have to support our
troops before, during, and after their
deployments. I look forward to joining
with my colleagues in the Minnesota
delegation to do our part to energize
the State to bring these troops all the
way home.

I have no doubt there will be plenty
of handshakes, hugs, and welcome
home ceremonies across our State in
the coming days and weeks for this ad-
mirable group of Americans. I hope I
am there to personally welcome home
as many as I can, but because I know I
can’t make it to all of them—and be-
cause I would rather they get home and
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go fishing than spend their time talk-
ing to me—I want to express in the
RECORD the eternal appreciation I have
for the service of the 1st Brigade Com-
bat Team of the 34th Infantry.

You gave up time, income, and fam-
ily togetherness. You risked every-
thing so all our lives could be safer and
more free from fear. When your Nation
called you to serve, you didn’t take a
poll, you didn’t equivocate, you didn’t
even question why. You served because
you were called to and you did your
duty with perseverance, excellence and
strength. Your active duty service is
now complete, but our debt of grati-
tude will never end. On behalf of all
Minnesotans, we welcome you home.

Thank you and may God Bless you.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF R&R
MARKET

e Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I wish
to commemorate the 150th anniversary
of Colorado’s oldest family-owned busi-
ness—the R&R Market in the town of
San Luis, in Costilla County, CO. My
family has ranched and farmed in the
San Luis Valley for five generations
just a few miles west of San Luis. I
grew up knowing the R&R Market as
one of the treasures of the valley, a
great symbol of our shared history and
heritage.

Colorado was built upon the inge-
nuity, hard work, and entrepreneurial
spirit of people like Don José Dario
Gallegos, who traveled from the San
Luis Valley by mule train over the
Santa Fe Trail to trade centers in St.
Louis and Independence, Missouri. Don
Dario Gallegos was among the founders
of the town of San Luis in 1851 and
helped establish some of the first water
rights in the area. The irrigation
ditches—or acequias—that he and the
settlers dug are still in use today.

When Don Dario Gallegos opened his
store in San Luis in 1857, Colorado was
still a young territory, and statehood
was nearly 20 years away.

Though the physical foundation of
Don José Dario Gallegos’s original
adobe structure would be destroyed in
an 1895 fire, the people of San Luis
came together to form the indestruct-
ible foundation rooted in a commit-
ment to community and family that
sustains the R&R Market to this very
day.

It is this commitment that the peo-
ple of San Luis will celebrate on June
30, 150 years after the original R&R
Market opened its doors. I congratu-
late the Gallegos descendants—who
still own and operate the market—and
the people of San Luis on this momen-
tous anniversary.

I have a painting of the R&R Market
hanging in my Washington, DC, office.
It serves as an everyday reminder of
the place I come from—a place where
community and family mean every-
thing, a place where the spirit of Colo-
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rado was born and continues to thrive.
I am honored to represent that place
and the people who come from it.e

TRIBUTE TO GEORGE M. VAN
TASSEL

e Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I wish
to pay tribute to George M. Van Tas-
sel, who passed away on Monday, June
18, 2007. For 13 years, George served as
mayor of my hometown, Tuscaloosa,
AL. He was a personal friend of mine
and along with the entire town of Tus-
caloosa, I mourn his passing.

In the 1930s George moved south from
New York to attend the University of
Alabama School of Law. There, he met
a fellow student, Juarine Berrey, with
whom he quickly fell in love. They
married in 1934. Several years after his
gradation in 1939, George was drafted
by the U.S. Army to serve in the Euro-
pean theater during World War II. On
D-Day, George was among the soldiers
who landed on the beach at Normandy,
France.

Upon returning to the States, George
began his law practice. In 1956, he was
elected to serve as mayor of Tusca-
loosa, filling the unexpired term of
mayor Hal McCall. Although George
oversaw many changes that took place
in Tuscaloosa during his three terms as
mayor, perhaps his most notable
achievement was his initiative to dam
the North River and create a 5,885-acre
water supply reservoir we call Lake
Tuscaloosa.

In 1969, George decided not to run for
reelection. An avid hunter and fisher-
man, he wanted more time to enjoy his
hobbies. He returned to the law, man-
aging a successful practice until he re-
tired at age 75.

George is loved and will be missed by
his daughter, Linda Ayers of Tusca-
loosa, and his son, George M. Van Tas-
sel, Jr., of Birmingham. He was an in-
spiration to many and will be remem-
bered for his dedication and many con-
tributions to the city of Tuscaloosa. I
ask this entire Senate to join me in
recognizing and honoring the life of
George M. Van Tassel.®

————

REPORT ON THE NATIONAL EMER-
GENCY WITH RESPECT TO THE
WESTERN BALKANS AS DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER
13219 OF JUNE 26, 2001—PM 19

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the
anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a
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notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent the enclosed notice
to the Federal Register for publication
stating that the Western Balkans
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond June 26, 2007. The most recent no-
tice continuing this emergency was
published in the Federal Register on
June 23, 2006, 71 FR 36183.

The crisis constituted by the actions
of persons engaged in, or assisting,
sponsoring, or supporting (i) extremist
violence in the Republic of Macedonia
and elsewhere in the Western Balkans
region, or (ii) acts obstructing imple-
mentation of the Dayton Accords in
Bosnia or TUnited Nations Security
Council Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999,
in Kosovo, that led to the declaration
of a national emergency on June 26,
2001, in Executive Order 13219 and to
amendment of that order in Executive
Order 13304 of May 28, 2003, has not
been resolved. The acts of extremist vi-
olence and obstructionist activity out-
lined in Executive Order 13219, as
amended, are hostile to U.S. interests
and pose a continuing unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national se-
curity and foreign policy of the United
States. For these reasons, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue
the national emergency declared with
respect to the Western Balkans and
maintain in force the comprehensive
sanctions to respond to this threat.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, June 22, 2007.

—————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 11:53 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill:

S. 1352. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
127 BEast Locust Street in Fairbury, Illinois,

as the “Dr. Francis Townsend Post Office
Building”.
At 2:03 p.m., a message from the

House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Brandon, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 2764. An act making appropriations
for the Department of State, foreign oper-
ations, and related programs for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2008, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 2771. An act making appropriations
for the Legislative Branch for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2008, and for other pur-
poses.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 2764. An act making appropriations
for the Department of State, foreign oper-
ations, and related programs for the fiscal
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