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goodwill among nations set forth in the IGY:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress—

(1) honors the 50th anniversary of the
International Geophysical Year (IGY) and its
contributions to the scientific investigations
of the Earth and outer space; and

(2) encourages the public, and especially
American youth, to attend IGY celebrations
and seminars, such as those being planned at
locations around the United States by the
National Academy of Sciences and other or-
ganizations, and participate in discussions
about the future of space science and Earth
science.

———

NATIONAL AIRBORNE DAY

The resolution (S. Res. 82) desig-
nating August 16, 2007 as ‘‘National
Airborne Day,” was considered and
agreed to. The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 82

Whereas the airborne forces of the Armed
Forces have a long and honorable history as
units of adventuresome, hardy, and fierce
warriors who, for the national security of the
United States and the defense of freedom and
peace, project the effective ground combat
power of the United States by Air Force air
transport to the far reaches of the battle
area and, indeed, to the far corners of the
world;

Whereas August 16, 2007 marks the anniver-
sary of the first official Army parachute
jump on August 16, 1940, an event that vali-
dated the innovative concept of inserting
United States ground combat forces behind
the battle line by means of a parachute;

Whereas the United States experiment of
airborne infantry attack began on June 25,
1940, when the Army Parachute Test Platoon
was first authorized by the Department of
War, and was launched when 48 volunteers
began training in July 1940;

Whereas the success of the Parachute Test
Platoon in the days immediately preceding
the entry of the United States into World
War II led to the formation of a formidable
force of airborne units that have served with
distinction and have had repeated success in
armed hostilities;

Whereas among those airborne units are
the former 11th, 13th, and 17th Airborne Divi-
sions, the venerable 82nd Airborne Division,
the versatile 101st Airborne Division (Air As-
sault), and the airborne regiments and bat-
talions (some as components of those divi-
sions, some as separate units) that achieved
distinction as the elite 75th Ranger Regi-
ment, the 173rd Airborne Brigade, the 187th
Infantry (Airborne) Regiment, the 503rd,
507th, 508th, 517th, 541st, and 542nd Parachute
Infantry Regiments, the 88th Glider Infantry
Regiment, the 509th, 551st, and 555th Para-
chute Infantry Battalions, and the 550th Air-
borne Infantry Battalion;

Whereas the achievements of the airborne
forces during World War II prompted the evo-
lution of those forces into a diversified force
of parachute and air assault units that, over
the years, have fought in Korea, Vietnam,
Grenada, Panama, the Persian Gulf region,
and Somalia, and have engaged in peace-
keeping operations in Lebanon, the Sinai Pe-
ninsula, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Bos-
nia, and Kosovo;

Whereas the modern-day airborne force
that has evolved from those World War II be-
ginnings is an agile, powerful force that, in
large part, is composed of the 82nd Airborne
Division, the 101st Airborne Division (Air As-
sault), and the 75th Ranger Regiment;
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Whereas those units, together with addi-
tional units, comprise the quick reaction
force of the Army’s XVIII Airborne Corps
when not operating separately under a re-
gional combatant commander;

Whereas that modern-day airborne force
also includes other elite forces composed en-
tirely of airborne trained and qualified spe-
cial operations warriors, including Army
Special Forces, Marine Corps Reconnais-
sance units, Navy SEALs, and Air Force
combat control teams, all or most of which
comprise the forces of the United States Spe-
cial Operations Command;

Whereas in the aftermath of the terrorist
attacks on the United States on September
11, 2001, the 75th Ranger Regiment, special
forces units, and units of the 82nd Airborne
Division and the 101st Airborne Division (Air
Assault), together with other units of the
Armed Forces, have been prosecuting the
war against terrorism by carrying out com-
bat operations in Afghanistan, training oper-
ations in the Philippines, and other oper-
ations elsewhere;

Whereas in the aftermath of the Presi-
dent’s announcement of Operation Iraqi
Freedom in March 2003, the 75th Ranger
Regiment, special forces units, and units of
the 82nd Airborne Division, the 101st Air-
borne Division (Air Assault), and the 173rd
Airborne Brigade, together with other units
of the Armed Forces, have been prosecuting
the war against terrorism, carrying out com-
bat operations, conducting civil affair mis-
sions, and assisting in establishing democ-
racy in Iraq;

Whereas the airborne forces are and will
continue to be at the ready and the forefront
until the Global War on Terrorism is con-
cluded;

Whereas of the members and former mem-
bers of the United States combat airborne
forces, all have achieved distinction by earn-
ing the right to wear the airborne’s ‘‘Silver
Wings of Courage’’, thousands have achieved
the distinction of making combat jumps, 69
have earned the Medal of Honor, and hun-
dreds have earned the Distinguished-Service
Cross, Silver Star, or other decorations and
awards for displays of such traits as heroism,
gallantry, intrepidity, and valor;

Whereas the members and former members
of the United States combat airborne forces
are members of a proud and honorable frater-
nity of the profession of arms that is made
exclusive by those distinctions which, to-
gether with their special skills and achieve-
ments, distinguish them as intrepid combat
parachutists, special operation forces, and
(in former days) glider troops; and

Whereas the history and achievements of
the members and former members of the air-
borne forces of the United States Armed
Forces warrant special expressions of the
gratitude of the American people as the air-
borne community celebrates August 16, 2007
as the 67th anniversary of the first official
jump by the Army Parachute Test Platoon:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates August 16, 2007 as ‘‘National
Airborne Day’’; and

(2) calls on the people of the United States
to observe ‘‘National Airborne Day’’ with ap-
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activi-
ties.

———

NATIONAL MARINA DAY

The resolution (S. Res. 173) desig-
nating August 11, 2007, as ‘‘National
Marina Day,” was considered and
agreed to. The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:
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S. RES. 173

Whereas the citizens of the United States
highly value recreation time and their abil-
ity to access 1 of the greatest natural re-
sources of the United States, its waterways;

Whereas, in 1928, the word ‘“‘marina’ was
used for the first time by the National Asso-
ciation of Engine and Boat Manufacturers to
define a recreational boating facility;

Whereas the United States is home to over
12,000 recreational boating facilities that
contribute substantially to their local com-
munities by providing safe, reliable gate-
ways to boating for members of their com-
munities and welcomed guests;

Whereas marinas of the United States also
serve as stewards of the environment, ac-
tively seeking to protect their surrounding
waterways not only for the enjoyment of the
current generation, but for generations to
come; and

Whereas marinas of the United States also
provide their communities and visitors a
place where friends and families, united by a
passion for the water, can come together for
recreation, rest, and relaxation: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commemorates the marinas of the
United States for providing environmentally
friendly gateways to boating for the citizens
of, and the visitors to the United States; and

(2) designates August 11, 2007, as the sixth
annual ‘‘National Marina Day’’ in order—

(A) to honor the marinas of the United
States for their many contributions to their
local communities; and

(B) to make citizens, policy makers, elect-
ed officials, and employees more aware of
the overall contributions marinas make to
their well-being.

———

CAMPUS FIRE SAFETY MONTH

The resolution (S. Res. 105) desig-
nating September 2007 as ‘“‘Campus Fire
Safety Month,” was considered and
agreed to. The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REsS. 105

Whereas tragic fires in student housing in
Nebraska, Missouri, Oklahoma, and Pennsyl-
vania have cut short the lives of college stu-
dents in the United States;

Whereas, since January 2000, at least 99
people, including students, parents, and chil-
dren, have died in campus-related fires;

Whereas more than 75 percent of those
deaths occurred in off-campus occupancies;

Whereas a majority of the students in the
United States live in off-campus occupan-
cies;

Whereas a number of fatal fires have oc-
curred in buildings in which the fire safety
systems have been compromised or disabled
by the occupants;

Whereas automatic fire alarm systems pro-
vide the early warning of a fire that is nec-
essary for occupants and the fire department
to take appropriate action;

Whereas automatic fire sprinkler systems
are a highly effective method for controlling
or extinguishing a fire in its early stages and
protecting the lives of the building’s occu-
pants;

Whereas many students are living in off-
campus occupancies, sorority and fraternity
housing, and residence halls that are not
adequately protected with automatic fire
alarm systems and automatic fire sprinkler
systems;

Whereas fire safety education is an effec-
tive method of reducing the occurrence of
fires and the resulting loss of life and prop-
erty damage;
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Whereas students are not routinely receiv-
ing effective fire safety education through-
out their entire college careers;

Whereas it is vital to educate future gen-
erations in the United States about the im-
portance of fire safety to help ensure the
safety of young people during their college
years and beyond; and

Whereas by educating a generation of
adults about fire safety, future loss of life
from fires may be significantly reduced:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 2007 as ‘‘Campus
Fire Safety Month’’; and

(2) encourages administrators of institu-
tions of higher education and municipali-
ties—

(A) to provide educational programs about
fire safety to all students during ‘‘Campus
Fire Safety Month” and throughout the
school year;

(B) to evaluate the level of fire safety
being provided in both on- and off-campus
student housing; and

(C) to take the necessary steps to ensure
fire-safe living environments through fire
safety education, installation of fire suppres-
sion and detection systems, and the develop-
ment and enforcement of applicable codes re-
lating to fire safety.

————

NATIONAL FIRST RESPONDER
APPRECIATION DAY

The resolution (S. Res. 215) desig-
nating September 25, 2007, as ‘‘National
First Responder Appreciation Day,”
was considered and agreed to. The pre-
amble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 215

Whereas millions of Americans have bene-
fited from the courageous service of first re-
sponders across the Nation;

Whereas the police, fire, emergency med-
ical service, and public health personnel
(commonly known as ‘‘first responders’)
work devotedly and selflessly on behalf of
the people of this Nation, regardless of the
peril or hazard to themselves;

Whereas in emergency situations, first re-
sponders carry out the critical role of pro-
tecting and ensuring public safety;

Whereas the men and women who bravely
serve as first responders have found them-
selves on the front lines of homeland defense
in the war against terrorism;

Whereas first responders are called upon in
the event of a natural disaster, such as the
tornadoes in Florida and the blizzard in Col-
orado in December 2006, the wildfires in the
West in 2007, and the flooding in the North-
east in April 2007;

Whereas the critical role of first respond-
ers was witnessed in the aftermath of the
mass shooting at the Virginia Polytechnic
Institute and State University, when the col-
laborative effort of police officers, fire-
fighters, and emergency medical technicians
to secure the campus, rescue students from
danger, treat the injured, and transport vic-
tims to local hospitals undoubtedly saved
the lives of many students and faculty;

Whereas 670,000 police officers, 1,100,000
firefighters, and 891,000 emergency medical
technicians risk their lives every day to
make our communities safe;
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Whereas these 670,000 sworn police officers
from Federal, State, tribal, city, and county
law enforcement agencies protect lives and
property, detect and prevent crimes, uphold
the law, and ensure justice;

Whereas these 1,100,000 firefighters, both
volunteer and career, provide fire suppres-
sion, emergency medical services, search and
rescue, hazardous materials response, re-
sponse to terrorism, and critical fire preven-
tion and safety education;

Whereas the 891,000 emergency medical
professionals in the United States respond to
and treat a variety of life-threatening emer-
gencies, from cardiac and respiratory arrest
to traumatic injuries;

Whereas these 2,661,000 ‘‘first responders”
make personal sacrifices to protect our com-
munities, as was witnessed on September 11,
2001, and in the aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina, and as is witnessed every day in cit-
ies and towns across America;

Whereas according to the National Law
Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund, a total
of 1,649 law enforcement officers died in the
line of duty during the past 10 years, an aver-
age of 1 death every 53 hours or 165 per year,
and 145 law enforcement officers were killed
in 2006;

Whereas, according to the United States
Fire Administration, from 1996 through 2005
over 1500 firefighters were killed in the line
of duty, and tens of thousands were injured;

Whereas 4 in 5 medics are injured on the
job, more than 1 in 2 (52 percent) have been
assaulted by a patient and 1 in 2 (50 percent)
have been exposed to an infectious disease,
and emergency medical service personnel in
the United States have an estimated fatality
rate of 12.7 per 100,000 workers, more than
twice the national average;

Whereas most emergency medical service
personnel deaths in the line of duty occur in
ambulance accidents;

Whereas thousands of first responders have
made the ultimate sacrifice;

Whereas, in the aftermath of the terrorist
attacks of September 11, 2001, America’s fire-
fighters, law enforcement officers, and emer-
gency medical workers were universally rec-
ognized for the sacrifices they made on that
tragic day, and should be honored each year
as these tragic events are remembered;

Whereas there currently exists no national
day to honor the brave men and women of
the first responder community, who give so
much of themselves for the sake of others;
and

Whereas these men and women by their pa-
triotic service and their dedicated efforts
have earned the gratitude of Congress: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate designates Sep-
tember 25, 2007, as ‘‘National First Responder
Appreciation Day’ to honor and celebrate
the contributions and sacrifices made by all
first responders in the United States.

———

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—H.R. 2366

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
understand that H.R. 2366 has been re-
ceived from the House and is at the
desk. I ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
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A Dbill (H.R. 2366) to reauthorize the vet-
erans entrepreneurial development program
of the Small Business Administration, and
for other purposes.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask for its second reading and object to
my own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. The bill will be read for
the second time on the next legislative
day.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session to con-
sider Executive Calendar No. 107; that
the nomination be confirmed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid on the table,
the President be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action, and the Senate
then return to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nomination considered and con-
firmed is as follows:

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

David James Gribbin IV, of Virginia, to be
General Counsel of the Department of Trans-
portation.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
turn to legislative session.

The Senator from Nevada.

————

COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION
REFORM ACT OF 2007

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if I could do
a little bit of business, and I will yield
to the distinguished Senator from
Delaware.

I was going to ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the
consideration of S. 1639, the immigra-
tion legislation, at a time to be deter-
mined by the majority leader following
consultation with the Republican lead-
er. However, I am advised there would
be an objection from the Republican
side, so I am not going to ask for that
unanimous consent.

Therefore, I move to proceed to Cal-
endar No. 208, S. 1639, and I send a clo-
ture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.
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