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in helping their students understand
and appreciate history.

I commend Ryan, Ashley, and Shan-
non for their hard work and commit-
ment to sharing our national history.
They are models of student excellence
not only for their peers in New Mexico,
but for students nationwide.®

———————

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT
COLONEL DAREL LEETUN

e Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, on Sat-
urday July 7, Hettinger, ND, popu-
lation 1,574, a town near where | grew
up, will celebrate its centenary. In
honor of that historic date, the entire
community is hosting a week of pa-
rades, speeches, dances, picnics, con-
certs and all kinds of entertainment.

Along with all the other centenary
events, Hettinger has set aside time
with a choir and a band to honor Amer-
ica’s veterans. During the program the
community will recognize the service
of LTC Darel Leetun, a local son who
earned the Air Force Cross and lost his
life in Vietnam.

Darel Leetun’s service is typical of
the dedication and sacrifice that Amer-
ican veterans have exhibited through-
out our history. But his individual
story is remarkable. And | would like
to spend a few minutes to tell you
some of it.

Darel Leetun was born in Hettinger
on December 24, 1932. He was raised in
North Dakota and graduated from
Steele High School and North Dakota
State University. He served as a coun-
ty agent, spent a year in India and then
joined the Air Force and became a
fighter pilot. He was sent to Vietnam.

On September 17, 1966, then-Captain
Leetun took off on his 96th mission,
leading a flight of F-105 Thunderchiefs
against a high priority target near
Hanoi. It was heavily defended and
Captain Leetun had to lead his flight
through intense and accurate flak, sur-
face-to-air missiles, and MiG fighters.

On the bomb run, Leetun’s
Thunderchief was hit by ground fire.
According to witnesses, his F-105 be-
come a flaming torch and nearly un-
controllable. But Leetun remained in
formation and delivered his high-explo-
sive ordnance directly on target.

After releasing his bombs, Captain
Leetun’s plane went out of control and
was seen to crash approximately 10
miles from the target area.

Other pilots in the flight saw the jet
crash, but did not receive emergency
beeper signals or see a parachute.

For a long time, his family did not
know what had happened to him. They
didn’t know if he was Killed in the
crash or if he was a prisoner of war.

The Air Force declared Darel Leetun
missing in action and promoted him
twice. But finally, in 1975, the U.S.
Government declared Lieutenant Colo-
nel Leetun dead.

In 1995, remains that were believed to
be Leetun’s were found on a hillside by
a joint U.S.-Vietnamese search team.
It wasn’t until 2005 that they were posi-
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tively identified by American forensic
experts in Hawaii.

Darel Leetun was buried with full
military honors on July 8, 2005, at Ar-
lington National Cemetery. | attended
his funeral.

Darel’s grandchildren Joni, Jack, and
Jane sang ‘““America the Beautiful” at
the memorial ceremony in the Arling-
ton chapel. Then eight Army horses
drew his caisson down a twisting road
to the grave site, where MG Charles
Baldwin presented Darel’s son Keith
with the American flag that covered
the casket.

The service ended with a 21-gun sa-
lute, followed by the playing of
“Taps.”

Darrel Leetun was awarded 14 medals
for his military service, including the
Distinguished Flying Cross, the Bronze
Star, the Air Medal and the Purple
Heart. He is the only North Dakotan
from the Vietnam war who received the
Air Force Cross for extraordinary her-
oism, which is the second highest
medal for valor in combat.

Keith Leetun was only six when his
father was shot down. He barely knew
his father and he didn’t know much
about how he died.

But one day in 1992, Keith met his fa-
ther’s wingman on the golf course,
completely by accident. They happened
to be the only golfers on the first tee at
7 a.m. No one was around except the
greens keeper. They started chatting
and learned of their mutual connection
to Darel Leetun.

When he found out that Keith was
Darel’s son, the wingman said, ‘““Your
father was my mentor, best friend and
the *heart and soul’ of the squadron. He
was the life of the party and we called
him ‘Gravel’. He was a substitute pilot
the day he got shot down. He went the
extra mile and hit his target as his jet
was on fire!”

Since then, Keith Leetun has been
driven to share his father’s story with
other Vietnam veterans and to get
them to share their own stories.

After the main veterans program in
Hettinger, Keith and the rest of Darel
Leetun’s family will host a smaller
program about Darel’s life and military
service called “My Way Back.” They
are doing that not just to commemo-
rate Darel, but to honor all Vietnam
veterans and to encourage them to
share their stories and experiences
with each other and with the public.

Most Vietnam veterans were drafted
into service. But they served honor-
ably. Nearly 60,000 of them didn’t come
home.

By the time the Vietnam conflict
ended in the 1970s, the war had split the
Nation. In the ugliness of it, the re-
turning veterans were often derided for
their partin it.

Many of them were treated horribly.
Much of the general public spurned
them, and their government ignored
them.

Fortunately, times have changed.

In 1982 the Vietnam Memorial Wall
was dedicated with the names of the
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fallen etched into black granite. That
has gone a long way toward healing the
wounds of Vietnam.

And with today’s wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, our country is beginning to
pay more attention to the needs of all
veterans. It is ironic that the Vietnam
veterans who were cheated of their wel-
come home parades have been loud ad-
vocates of seeing that today’s veterans
get theirs.

LTC Darel Leetun is an example of
the courage and sacrifice of all those
who have followed orders and gone into
harm’s way in defense of our country.
This Nation’s survival depends on
present and future generations of Darel
Leetun’s kind of soldier.

I wish to join the citizens of
Hettinger, ND, in thanking Darel
Leetun and all of America’s veterans
for their service to our country.e

—

TRIBUTE TO BOB BARKER

® Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, Bob
Barker has graced millions of living
rooms with his warm presence and gen-
uine manner. Sadly today airs his final
episode hosting America’s beloved
“The Price is Right”’ on CBS, but today
is appropriate to remember the impact
this wonderful man had on all of us, as
he became a piece of our history and a
small part of our lives each day.

Bob Barker’s name is synonymous
with CBS’s ““The Price is Right,”” which
he began hosting on September 4, 1972.
It ends today as the longest running
daytime game show in television his-
tory. He holds a plethora of longevity
records, including a record for holding
a weekday TV job continuously for 50
years as of 2006, the oldest person to re-
ceive an MTV movie award for his role
in the comedy “‘Billy Madison,’”” and he
has hosted or appeared on a 5-day-a-
week television program longer than
anyone else in the history of television.
Also on December 31, 2006, Bob Barker
celebrated the anniversary of his 50th
year on national television. He is truly
a fixture in American culture and tele-
vision legend. His grace and humor
have truly contributed to his success,
and will be missed greatly by his mil-
lions of loyal fans ranging from the
young to the young at heart.

Bob Barker is also a strong advocate
for animal rights, and brings that pas-
sion into his role as host of “The Price
is Right.”” He credits his love of ani-
mals and awareness to animal rights
activism to his late wife Dorothy Jo.
He continued the work in her memory.
Bob insisted the show stop giving away
fur coats as prizes, and formed the
DJ&T Foundation that contributes
millions of dollars to fund animal res-
cue and park facilities across the coun-
try. His passion for the cause has even
brought him here to Washington, DC,
where he spoke on Capitol Hill on the
issue of animal rights.

Barker has been recognized for his
success and talent by receiving 17
Emmy Awards and the Lifetime
Achievement Award for Daytime Tele-
vision in 1999. Barker has also had the
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honor of being inducted into the Acad-
emy of Television Arts & Sciences Hall
of Fame. In March of 1998, to com-
memorate the five thousandth episode
of ““The Price is Right,”” CBS dedicated
the show’s soundstage in his honor.

America will certainly miss being
greeted by the smiling and vibrant face
of Bob Barker each morning, however,
his success in both his career and in
life are indisputable. There is no doubt
Bob Barker has positively impacted the
lives of many, and on this day as we
celebrate with Bob the airing of his
final episode hosting ‘“The Price is
Right,” we should also extend our
thanks to Bob for the many delightful
years and countless memories he has
granted us.e

———

TRIBUTE TO CONGREGATION BETH
EL

e Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, it is with
great pride that | pay tribute to Con-
gregation Beth EIl on its 120th anniver-
sary. The congregation will celebrate
this milestone with a weekend of
events titled ‘““May Ohr L’Ohr: From
Light to Light” on June 22 through
June 24, 2007. This celebration will
highlight the congregation’s rich his-
tory and recognize its special place in
the Grand Traverse community.

Congregation Beth El was formed in
the late 1800s by Jewish immigrants ar-
riving from Poland and Russia. In 1885,
the cornerstone was laid for the Beth
El synagogue, a simple two-story
gable-and-clapboard structure. Today,
the building is the oldest synagogue in
continuous use in Michigan and is fea-
tured on the State Register of Historic
Sites. The synagogue, originally built
to hold an Orthodox congregation, has
evolved over the years to serve all
members of the Jewish community, as
well as to welcome those of other
faiths.

The vitality of Congregation Beth EI
can be attributed to the hard work,
dedication, and vision of the congrega-
tion. The congregation, led in large
measure by the executive committee,
has sought to make the synagogue the
center of the Jewish community’s reli-
gious and social life. One such example
is the summer rabbi program. The pro-
gram enables young rabbis to travel to
Traverse City to share their enthu-
siasm for and commitment to Judaism
with members of the congregation and
community. This program has been
greatly successful and eventually led
to a year-round rabbi presence for Con-
gregation Beth EI.

On the celebration of the 120th anni-
versary of Congregation Beth EI, |
would like to extend my best wishes to
all members of the congregation. | also
commend the leadership of Congrega-
tion Beth El on maintaining a syna-
gogue that has provided a place for
those seeking answers in Judaism and
a center of Jewish activities in north-
ern Michigan. Once again, congratula-
tions on 120 years of service and growth
in the Grand Traverse area.e
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TRIBUTE TO TODD BEUKE

® Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, | wish
to recognize Todd Beuke, a great con-
tributor to the education community
in the State of Washington. Mr. Beuke
is an exceptional teacher who has been
honored this year as a finalist for the
Richard T. Farrell Teacher of Merit
Award for his outstanding success in
teaching history.

As a teacher at Sequim Middle
School, Mr. Beuke has been able to cre-
ate excitement in the classroom by
using creative teaching methods that
resonate with his students. Students
and teachers alike have praised Mr.
Beuke for his supportive teaching style
and the comfortable environment he
has created in which students can ex-
plore history.

Mr. Beuke is an innovator in Wash-
ington State education, an inspiration
to his students, and a teacher capable
of making history lessons relevant and
accessible. Mr. Beuke’s work extends
beyond the classroom as well. He has
helped expand the National History
Day program throughout Washington
State.

The National History Day program is
a national education organization that
encourages professional development
and active student learning. The pro-
gram provides publications and edu-
cation programs that help guide teach-
ers in methods to engage students and
bring history to life. Washington State
teachers and students have benefited
from the effort Mr. Beuke has made to
share information about the History
Day program. The National History
Day awards are a valuable way to high-
light positive role models in our edu-
cation system. | am proud Mr. Beuke
has been nominated for this award.

I thank Todd Beuke for his work in
the classroom and for his commitment
to education in my home State. | am
sure he will continue to be successful
in inspiring students to enjoy the
study of history.e

——————

RECOGNIZING BRISTOL, SOUTH
DAKOTA

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize Bristol, SD. The
town of Bristol will celebrate the 125th
anniversary of its founding this year.
Located in Day County, Bristol was
founded as a result of railroad expan-
sion and named after the English city
of Bristol by district railroad surveyor
C.P. Prior. The town is a designated
spot on the Yellowstone Trail, which
once served as a route for covered wag-
ons heading west. Found in the Glacial
Lakes Region of northeastern South
Dakota, Bristol offers excellent hunt-
ing and fishing opportunities. The town
is also home to the Zucchini Festival,
an annual summer event with games
and activities centered on zucchini.
Bristol has served as home to famous
residents throughout its abundant his-
tory. One such resident is longtime
“NBC Nightly News” anchor Tom
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Brokaw. Mr. Brokaw’s great-grand-
father, Richard P. Brokaw, was one of
the first families to settle in Bristol.
He operated the Brokaw House, the
first structure built in town. The hotel
was built and rebuilt through the years
to accommodate people attracted to
Day County.

Since its beginning, Bristol has been
a strong reflection of South Dakota’s
values and traditions. As they cele-
brate this milestone anniversary, I am
confident that Bristol will continue to
thrive and succeed for the next 125
years.

I would like to offer my congratula-
tions to the citizens of Bristol on their
anniversary, and | wish them contin-
ued prosperity in the years to come.e®

———

RECOGNIZING AKASKA, SOUTH
DAKOTA

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today |
wish to recognize Akaska, SD. The
town of Akaska will celebrate the 100th
anniversary of its founding this year.

Since its beginning in 1907, Akaska
has been a strong reflection of South
Dakota’s values and traditions. As
they celebrate this milestone anniver-
sary, | am confident that Akaska will
continue to thrive and succeed for the
next 100 years.

I would like to offer my congratula-
tions to the citizens of Akaska on their
anniversary and wish them continued
prosperity in the years to come.®

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

The following message from the
President of the United States was
transmitted to the Senate by one of his
secretaries:

———

REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY
WITH RESPECT TO BLOCKING
THE PROPERTY OF CERTAIN
PERSONS UNDERMINING DEMO-
CRATIC PROCESSES OR INSTITU-
TIONS IN BELARUS AS DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER
13405 OF JUNE 16, 2006—PM 16

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the United
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the
anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a
notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, | have sent to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication the enclosed notice
stating that the national emergency
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