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to family, country, constituents, and 
friends, CRAIG LYLE THOMAS showed us 
what it means to be an American. He 
embodied the best ideals of a Wyoming 
cowboy and made the Senate and those 
who had the privilege of knowing him 
far better for it. 

We mourn with Susan, CRAIG’s chil-
dren, and CRAIG’s staff here in the Sen-
ate. We honor them today, too, for 
their model of professionalism and car-
ing concern they have shown over the 
last difficult months. We will miss 
CRAIG terribly, his calm toughness, his 
drive, and his cowboy spirit, but we are 
consoled by the thought that he will 
ride again, restored in body and flash-
ing a smile as he goes. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

REMEMBERING SENATOR CRAIG 
THOMAS 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I appre-
ciate the remarks of my distinguished 
counterpart. I think his words convey 
how we feel about CRAIG THOMAS. 

Madam President, we hear it often 
said that this is a Senate family, and it 
is times such as these when we do real-
ize we are a family, a very small family 
of just 100—99 today. 

I can remember early last December 
I called and talked to CRAIG in the hos-
pital, and he said: I am getting better. 
And he was. He did get better. It just 
didn’t last, and we all feel so bad about 
that. 

I remember CRAIG THOMAS for his 
legislative efforts. Wyoming, like Ne-
vada, is a public land State. Wyoming 
has a lot of public land issues dealing 
with Federal agencies. I see his col-
league here, MIKE ENZI, and I can re-
member working with them on an issue 
which, to most people, seemed like not 
much, but to the two Senators from 
Wyoming and to the Senator from Ne-
vada, it meant a lot. We were dealing 
with a place called Martin’s Cove, and 
even Senators from Utah were called in 
to see if we could resolve this, and we 
were able to resolve it eventually. But 
CRAIG was really tough when it came 
to public lands issues. 

I can remember, as can Lula, whom 
we all know, CRAIG THOMAS’ persist-
ence on a piece of legislation on an 
issue dealing with the potash of a min-
ing company in Wyoming. He would 
ask us if we had been able to get it 
cleared. If he asked us once, he asked 
us 50 times, and we eventually got it 
cleared. I worked hard on this side for 
that for a couple of reasons: First, it 
was the right thing to do, and second, 
CRAIG wanted it so badly. So we were 
able to work that out. 

I will miss CRAIG THOMAS. CRAIG 
THOMAS was the kind of person with 
whom I liked to deal. He told you how 
he felt—he wanted this done; he didn’t 

want that done. I recognized that he 
was very proud of being a Senator. 

I would have to say, however, that he 
was just as proud of being a marine. 
His Marine Corps service was certainly 
commendable. He was in the Marine 
Corps in the late 1950s, 1955 to 1959. He 
went in as a private and came out as a 
captain. He was a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Wyoming with a degree in 
agriculture, and that is why he was one 
of the leading experts in the Senate—in 
the Congress, I should say—on agri-
culture and, of course, issues affecting 
rural communities. 

Madam President, I will ask for 
unanimous consent in just a few min-
utes to do away with the votes we had 
scheduled this morning and reschedule 
them for later this afternoon so people 
have the opportunity to come and 
speak about CRAIG. And those who 
aren’t able to come, there will be a 
time set aside where we will recognize 
the service CRAIG THOMAS rendered to 
the State of Wyoming and to the coun-
try. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the previous 
order governing the consideration of 
the immigration legislation be delayed 
until 2:15 p.m. today and the time be-
tween 2:15 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. be divided 
equally between the managers and the 
amendment proponents, with the votes 
occurring beginning at 3:30 p.m., with 
all other provisions of the previous 
order remaining in effect. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to a period of morning 
business until 12:30 p.m., with Senators 
permitted to speak therein, after Sen-
ator ENZI completes his remarks imme-
diately following mine, for up to 15 
minutes each—Senator ENZI can speak 
for whatever time he feels appro-
priate—that at 12:30 p.m., the Senate 
stand in recess until 2:15 p.m.; that 
upon reconvening, the Senate resume 
consideration of S. 1348, the immigra-
tion legislation. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

MOMENT OF SILENCE IN MEMORY 
OF SENATOR CRAIG THOMAS 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
that the Senate now stand for a mo-
ment of silence in recognition of Sen-
ator CRAIG THOMAS. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

(Moment of silence.) 
Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 

that you now recognize Senator ENZI. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Wyoming. 

f 

REMEMBERING SENATOR CRAIG 
THOMAS 

Mr. ENZI. Madam President, when 
my plane touched down last night, I re-
ceived an e-mail that told of the fate of 
a great man. It was a tremendous sur-
prise to me. I just completed a week in 
Wyoming of explaining to people that 
he even timed his chemotherapy so he 
didn’t have to miss votes, and what a 
tough and strong man he was. 

CRAIG THOMAS was a marine at heart, 
but he was a cowboy in his soul. He was 
quiet, he was focused, he was inde-
pendent, he was hard-working. He 
loved the Senate and he loved the Ma-
rines and he loved his horses. The flags 
have been lowered, and there is a great 
deal of sadness in our hearts today as 
we mourn his loss and celebrate his 
life. I have had a lot of thoughts, but I 
haven’t had a chance to put them to-
gether. They come gushing back, to-
gether with a lot of tears. 

For those of us from Wyoming, CRAIG 
THOMAS was more than just our Sen-
ator. He was our voice in the Senate, 
and he was never one to back off from 
a fight, especially when he was battling 
for two things most dear: what was 
best for Wyoming and what was best 
for America. 

CRAIG had long Wyoming roots, and 
he was very proud of them. He grew up 
in Cody and became friends with Al 
Simpson. Later on the two of them 
would serve together in the Senate. 
After he graduated from the University 
of Wyoming, he immediately began his 
service to the country he loved. He 
joined the Marine Corps. I am con-
vinced that experience helped to shape 
his character and molded his destiny. I 
think his steely resolve and firm will 
took shape during those days that 
helped guide him and prepare him for 
the battles that would come later in 
his political life. 

When CRAIG’s service in the Marine 
Corps was through, he began what was 
to be his life’s work, which was serving 
the people of Wyoming to ensure their 
best interests were taken care of and 
their needs were addressed. 

His first efforts for Wyoming brought 
him to the Wyoming Farm Bureau and 
the Wyoming Rural Electric Associa-
tion. 

He was proud of his service with both 
of these organizations. It kept him ac-
tively involved in issues that meant a 
great deal to him and, more impor-
tantly, it kept him in touch with the 
people of Wyoming and their day-to- 
day problems. It also set him on the 
road to doing anything and everything 
he could to make life easier for his fel-
low citizens in Wyoming. 

I remember the days we served to-
gether in the Wyoming House. I was a 
mayor and had municipal electrical ex-
perience. He was with the rural electric 
association. We worked a lot of elec-
trical bills together at that time. We 
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could bring in both perspectives, find 
the middle ground, and make sure all 
of the people, rural and urban—I use 
the term ‘‘urban’’ for Wyoming rather 
loosely, but urban—would be able to 
have low-cost and consistent elec-
tricity. 

Nobody knew energy or electricity 
better than CRAIG. That led him to run 
for the Wyoming House. DICK CHENEY 
was appointed Secretary of Defense, 
and CRAIG ran for it and won his seat. 
It was not an easy victory, but it 
showed what a fighter and battler he 
was as he took on that challenge, 
which was done in a relatively short 
period of time. The executive com-
mittee just has a few days to select 
candidates, and then there is a very 
short time for an election for the posi-
tion in the Wyoming House. He used 
his usual toughness, went around the 
State, talked to everybody, and won 
that election. 

Incidentally, the person he ran 
against in the primary, Tom 
Sansonetti, became his chief of staff, 
which shows how people get along in 
Wyoming. 

To no one’s surprise, CRAIG focused 
on Wyoming issues in the House and he 
was reelected. Then when Malcolm 
Wallop decided to retire, CRAIG was 
such a popular choice he didn’t have 
any opposition in the primary. He did 
face another battle in the general elec-
tion, but once again his fighting spirit 
prevailed and he found a way to win. 
Interestingly enough, the person he de-
feated in the general election was a 
very popular Governor of Wyoming 
who was just ending his term. That 
Governor was later appointed Ambas-
sador to Ireland by President Clinton. 
To CRAIG THOMAS’s credit, the hearing 
was scheduled for that ambassadorship 
before the papers ever got to the Cap-
itol. Ambassador Sullivan did a fan-
tastic job in Ireland. 

He won the Senate seat, and 2 years 
later I ran for the Senate and serve. He 
is one of the few Wyoming residents 
who ever served both in the House and 
in the Senate. It has not been a tradi-
tion in Wyoming to move from the 
House to the Senate. I was elected and 
then got a chance to work with him 
again. He was a remarkable man of vi-
sion on how to make Wyoming and our 
country better places to live. He spent 
a good deal of his time traveling Wyo-
ming. He was one of the most ardent 
travelers we have ever had in the Sen-
ate, going back virtually every week-
end, traveling to a different part of the 
State, talking to people and trying to 
get their vision for the future. 

One of his efforts on that was called 
Vision 2020. He challenged the people of 
Wyoming. He stretched the people’s 
imagination on what our State ought 
to be like in the year 2020. That was in 
1998, but we are getting a lot closer to 
2020, and I think the State is moving 
toward the vision that he predicted at 
that time. It was a goal he cherished 
and fought for. Many of the things he 
envisioned, or the people of Wyoming 

envisioned, have been achieved through 
his efforts on the Senate floor. 

CRAIG THOMAS will long be remem-
bered as one of Wyoming’s toughest 
and fiercest advocates. CRAIG knew 
that much of our work gets done in 
committees, so he pursued those com-
mittees that would help him fight for 
Wyoming in the Senate. He served on 
the critical Finance Committee. He 
was a staunch fiscal conservative, and 
he believed very strongly that people 
in Wyoming and across the Nation 
know better how to spend their hard- 
earned money than does the Federal 
Government. He used his position on 
the committee to lighten the tax bur-
den and to make our Tax Code more 
fair. 

He was the ranking member on the 
Indian Affairs Committee. He served as 
chairman of the National Parks Sub-
committee where he was a tireless ad-
vocate for our park system. I think he 
visited most of the parks. Earlier, 
when our Republican leader was talk-
ing about horseback, it was even pos-
sible sometimes to see him with the 
park policemen on horseback taking a 
look at the parks of the Capitol. 

I would mention also that usually 
when you saw him on horseback you 
also saw his wife Susan on horseback. 
She was a tireless traveler and an out-
standing campaigner and another per-
son who searches for the visions of Wy-
oming. In parades, they always rode 
horses. They had special saddle blan-
kets that helped to say who they 
were—as if people in Wyoming 
wouldn’t know who they were. I would 
mention that she was thrown from a 
horse a couple of times, too. Bands and 
horses don’t always go well in hand. 
But, as CRAIG always said, she was the 
real campaigner in the family. She ac-
tually liked it. She does a marvelous 
job for our State, as well as did CRAIG. 

CRAIG was very active on all of the 
agricultural issues and international 
trade, particularly country-of-origin 
labeling. He supported our cattlemen 
with grazing rights and responsible en-
vironmental quality incentive pro-
grams for runoff issues. He has worked 
tirelessly to get changes in the Endan-
gered Species Act. He realized that was 
a national program with national goals 
and it should not punish individuals or 
counties or even the States, and that 
there ought to be responsibility at the 
Federal level. 

With energy, he was the lead sponsor 
of our soda ash royalty relief bill. He 
was the lead sponsor on the rec-
reational fee demonstration program 
that allowed the national parks to 
keep a higher percentage of the re-
ceipts that were received on public 
lands where they were collected, and he 
specifically made efforts to include sec-
tion 413 of the Energy Policy Act, 
which authorizes Federal cost-share for 
the building of a coal gasification 
project above 4,000 feet. That would 
help get a clean coal plant built in Wy-
oming, which would prove the tech-
nology with Wyoming coal at high alti-

tude. We have huge resources of coal. 
We ship over one-third of the Nation’s 
coal—over 1 million tons a day. 

The reason we ship so much coal is 
because it is very low sulfur. He was 
providing a mechanism to be able to 
have some assurance that coal gasifi-
cation of this clean coal would be in-
cluded in projects that we did in the 
United States. It would help to prove 
the technology at high altitude and 
show its viability and would make a 
difference for all the United States in 
all their energy in the future. 

He was also instrumental in writing 
the electricity title of EPAct. Re-
cently, his efforts to get a coal-to-liq-
uids section of whatever Energy bill we 
will be debating, although unsuccessful 
thus far, advanced the debate to the 
furthest point it had moved. 

During the last FAA reauthorization, 
CRAIG was very instrumental in radar 
upgrades for the Jackson airport, 
which was imperative for the growth of 
the city and airport, especially related 
to tourism. I think Jackson is the only 
city in Wyoming that has long distance 
direct flights. Most of them come 
through Salt Lake or Denver or Min-
neapolis. But Jackson actually has 
flights that come from Houston and 
Atlanta direct. 

He also did a lot for Wyoming with 
two big transportation authorization 
bills to ensure that the large land area, 
low-population States, received a fair 
amount of highway funding. As I men-
tioned, on fiscal issues he was a 
staunch conservative who believed the 
people knew how to spend their money 
better than the Federal Government. 

A few months ago, CRAIG shared his 
medical situation with us. He was in 
for another difficult fight, but he was 
used to them. He has been a battler all 
his life. He took the fierce determina-
tion that he learned as a marine and 
brought it to this latest battle against 
leukemia. Unfortunately, it was a bat-
tle this great fighter was not to win. 

Although that last battle of his life 
was lost, there were so many victories 
in his life that we will long remember. 
CRAIG died as he lived, with his spurs 
on, fighting for Wyoming to the very 
end. I am sure we all have our favorite 
instant replay memories of CRAIG and 
his unique style. 

I have always believed you can get a 
lot done if you don’t care who gets the 
credit. That was CRAIG—never one to 
seek the limelight or to draw attention 
to himself. He was the one working in 
committee to assure that the voices of 
the Wyoming people and America were 
heard and heard clearly. 

For me, I will always remember 
CRAIG’s spirit, for his spirit in life was 
a great illustration of the spirit of Wy-
oming. His life became a living portrait 
of the American West. He saw the 
world from the saddle of his horse and 
from under the brim of his cowboy hat. 
He was proud of Wyoming and Wyo-
ming was proud to be represented by 
him. 

CRAIG was my senior Senator. He was 
my confidant and mentor. But most of 
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all, he was a very good friend. Diana 
and I will always feel appreciation for 
the fact that CRAIG and Susan made us 
part of their family. Our prayers are 
with Susan and their family during 
these difficult times. 

I will miss him. But because he was 
such a special presence in my life and 
the lives of so many others, I have a 
long list of instant replay memories I 
will always cherish of him: the times 
we were out on the campaign trail, the 
legislation we worked on together and, 
more importantly, the impact he had 
on my life personally, as he had on so 
many others. 

Wyoming is a different place today 
because of this great loss of ours. There 
is great sadness in the State and also 
great joy as we celebrate the life of one 
of our special citizens. He was with us 
for all too short a time, but he will 
never be forgotten. 

I received a book called ‘‘give me 
Mountains for my Horses,’’ by Tom 
Reed. But what I always ask for is that 
they give us men to match our moun-
tains and our horses—and that would 
be CRAIG. 

I want to share just a little piece of 
this because I know that CRAIG is al-
ready riding in a far better place. It 
says: 

There is a taste to this place, this time. 
Nothing is behind you. Everything is ahead. 
But you don’t really think about what is 
ahead, you only think of now, for this part-
nership you have entered into is one of the 
moment, of now. Now has you in a saddle on 
a bay horse, heading up a trail of pines and 
spruce and mountain, of stream and meadow. 

Behind you, connected by only your hand 
and a lead rope but carrying everything im-
portant to you, is another bay horse, an al-
most identical match to the one you are 
riding. You call them nicknames as if they 
were human compadres, drinking buddies. 
You cluck and coo and talk to them as if 
they give a damn about what you have to 
say. You think they do and maybe, just 
maybe [they do]. 

Right now they are stepping out, heads 
nodding, down the trail and through the 
stream and all you have to do is ride. So you 
ride. 

That evening as dusk brings the mosqui-
toes out of the willows—the same dusk that 
put the horse flies to bed—you choose a 
camp. It is a good place, save for the bugs, 
with room for the horses in the broad, deep 
green meadow and camp back against the 
lodgepoles and your kitchen down a ways. So 
you ease off the bay’s back and stretch your 
muscles with that stiff-good, worked-hard 
feeling, and you begin to unload the pack-
horse, talking to him, thanking him. In a 
while he has on his hobbles and is out there 
with his buddy, snorting contentedly in the 
tall grass and swishing a long, coal-black 
tail at the mosquitoes. 

It goes like this for days, the ride, the 
squeak of the saddle leather, the smell of 
dust, the taste of it on your tongue. The 
smell of horse sweat and your own and the 
soft muzzles nuzzling you after a long day. 
Good camp after good camp. Muscles turning 
hard. Eyes becoming sharp for wildlife. And 
riding, always riding. 

One evening a big sow grizzly and her cub 
cross a broad meadow far out there. A tough 
gal, rambling, giving you and your horses a 
wide berth. But still the binoculars sweat in 
your hands and your mouth is dry. 

‘‘Boy, what a beautiful animal.’’ 
The next morning a moose walks the same 

path. You have not seen another human in 
days but there’s a jet contrail reminding you 
that yes, this is the modern world. You ride. 

CRAIG loved the modern world. He 
worked hard in this body. He would 
have liked to have been out there in 
those mountains on those horses enjoy-
ing the smell and the sounds. Now he is 
riding. Ride on my friend, ride on. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there 
will be a period for the transaction of 
morning business up until the time of 
12:30 p.m., with Senators permitted to 
speak up to 15 minutes each. 

Who seeks recognition. The Senator 
from Oklahoma. 

f 

REMEMBERING SENATOR CRAIG 
THOMAS 

Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, I got 
a very early phone call from my daugh-
ter in Italy. Of course, their time is 6 
hours ahead of ours, and they heard 
about CRAIG before we did. 

I have listened to some of my col-
leagues talking about CRAIG. You 
know, there are some people you have 
more in common with than others. I 
can recall CRAIG and I both came to the 
House of Representatives about the 
same time. Then we both decided we 
would run for the Senate in 1994. That 
was a decision we made. We talked to 
each other and we decided that that 
would be the best thing for us to do and 
perhaps we would be able to articulate 
our concerns a little bit more. 

He was a marine, I was in the Army. 
We had a lot in common. I think it was 
MITCH MCCONNELL or perhaps HARRY 
REID this morning who talked about 
his calm toughness, his way of express-
ing himself. I have always been very 
envious. I would come down, and I 
would watch CRAIG THOMAS on the 
floor. He would say things as antago-
nistically, as offensively as I would, ex-
cept people loved him when he said it 
and they hated me when I said it. I was 
never able to master that. I watched 
him day after day, month after month, 
and year after year being able to do 
that. 

I think MIKE ENZI is right when he 
said CRAIG THOMAS was the voice of the 
Senate. Let me correct Senator 
MCCONNELL on one thing he said. I 
chaired the Environment and Public 
Works Committee when CRAIG THOMAS 
was on that committee. This morning 
MITCH MCCONNELL said he was as much 
at home on a horse as he was in a com-
mittee meeting. Well, let me correct 
you because he was much more at 

home on a horse than he would be in 
that committee meeting. I can remem-
ber seeing him staring off, and then I 
would go over and visit while some peo-
ple were testifying, perhaps on the 
other side, and he would tell me his 
stories. He was a real cowboy. A lot of 
us ride horses in parades; he was a real 
cowboy and such a great guy. 

Many years ago, I was mayor of 
Tulsa. We had our annual meeting in 
Ketchum, ID. I was flying a plane up 
there, when we were weathered in in 
Saratoga, WY. Saratoga, WY, is a town 
that Lewis & Clark came through at 
the bend of the river. I fell in love with 
that town. For the next 7 years that I 
served in the capacity of being mayor, 
I always purposefully stayed in Sara-
toga, WY. 

I went up to him in the House of Rep-
resentatives in the 1980s, and I said: 
CRAIG, you know when I was in—when 
I would stop, make my stop in Sara-
toga, WY, and stay at the Wolf Hotel— 
I might add, I would stay at the Wolf 
Hotel in the presidential suite; it was 
the only one with a bathroom in it. I 
told him almost everyone I would run 
into on the streets of Saratoga, WY, re-
minded me of CRAIG THOMAS. These are 
salt-of-the-earth people, wonderful peo-
ple, people I learned to dearly love. 

Kay told me this morning, when we 
heard about CRAIG, she said: You prob-
ably forgot this, but when you were in 
voting on the day that we had the 
spouses dinner, that was 2 weeks ago 
today, on Tuesday, I saw him walking 
across the parking lot while I was wait-
ing for you to vote, and he was walking 
a little slower than usual. I said: Hey, 
handsome. And his whole face lit up. 
And he came over and he embraced 
Kay. That is the way that he was to a 
lot of people. So let me say this to 
Peter, Paul, Patrick and Lexie and 
Susan. Susan, you have some people 
you have heard from this morning who 
dearly love you and would love to have 
some way of comforting you. We know 
how difficult it is. We will pray for you, 
for your kids. I have to say this also, I 
do not think it has been said yet about 
CRAIG. 

CRAIG THOMAS was probably the most 
consistent Member of the Senate pray-
er breakfast because he was always 
there. MIKE ENZI knows this because he 
is the chairman now. He was always 
there. I give the Scripture at this 
thing. So we knew that if we did not 
see CRAIG THOMAS anyplace else during 
the week, we would see him at the Sen-
ate Prayer Breakfast. 

The Senate Prayer Breakfast is simi-
lar to a lot of these things. It is based 
on Acts 2:42. Acts 2:42 is the genesis of 
these meetings you do on a regular 
basis. You get together and you do four 
things: eat together, pray together, fel-
lowship together, and talk about the 
precepts of Jesus together. We talked 
about the precepts of Jesus together 
every Wednesday morning. 

That is the comfort I had with CRAIG 
THOMAS. Some people, you wonder if 
they are going to be there. But THOMAS 
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