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S. 254. A bill to award posthumously a Con-

gressional gold medal to Constantino 
Brumidi. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 
S. 1417. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Veterans Affairs to submit a report to Con-
gress providing a master plan for the use of 
the West Los Angeles Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Center, California, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. DODD (for himself, Mr. BROWN, 
Mr. SMITH, and Mr. LEAHY): 

S. 1418. A bill to provide assistance to im-
prove the health of newborns, children, and 
mothers in developing countries, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

By Mr. REID: 
S. 1419. A bill to move the United States 

toward greater energy independence and se-
curity, to increase the production of clean 
renewable fuels, to protect consumers from 
price gouging, to increase the energy effi-
ciency of products, buildings and vehicles, to 
promote research on and deploy greenhouse 
gas capture and storage options, and to im-
prove the energy performance of the Federal 
Government, and for other purposes; placed 
on the calendar. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and 
Mr. LAUTENBERG): 

S. 1420. A bill to amend title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act to require staff working 
with developmentally disabled individuals to 
call emergency services in the event of a life- 
threatening situation; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Mr. AKAKA: 
S. 1421. A bill to provide for the mainte-

nance, management, and availability for re-
search of assets of Air Force Health Study; 
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. LUGAR: 
S. 1422. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Agriculture to establish a program to pro-
vide to agricultural operators and producers 
a reserve to assist in the stabilization of 
farm income during low-revenue years, to as-
sist operators and producers to invest in 
value-added farms, to promote higher levels 
of environmental stewardship, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. ROBERTS (for himself and Mr. 
BROWNBACK): 

S. 1423. A bill to extend tax relief to the 
residents and businesses of an area with re-
spect to which a major disaster has been de-
clared by the President under section 401 of 
the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (FEMA-1699-DR) 
by reason of severe storms and tornados be-
ginning on May 4, 2007, and determined by 
the President to warrant individual or public 
assistance from the Federal Government 
under such Act; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, Mr. 
LIEBERMAN, Mr. KERRY, and Mr. KEN-
NEDY): 

S. 1424. A bill to provide for the continu-
ation of agricultural programs through fiscal 
year 2013, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. PRYOR (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, and Mr. WARNER): 

S. 1425. A bill to enhance the defense nano-
technology research and development pro-
gram; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mrs. BOXER (for herself and Mr. 
DURBIN): 

S. 1426. A bill to amend the Agricultural 
Trade Act of 1978 to reauthorize the market 
access program, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

By Mrs. CLINTON (for herself, Mrs. 
BOXER, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG, Mr. LEAHY, Ms. LANDRIEU, and 
Mr. AKAKA): 

S. 1427. A bill to establish the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency as an inde-
pendent agency, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. HATCH (for himself and Mr. 
CONRAD): 

S. 1428. A bill to amend part B of title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to assure 
access to durable medical equipment under 
the Medicare program; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Mr. INHOFE (for himself, Mr. ISAK-
SON, Mr. CRAIG, Mr. THOMAS, and Mr. 
WARNER): 

S. 1429. A bill to amend the Safe Drinking 
Water Act to reauthorize the provision of 
technical assistance to small public water 
systems; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

By Mr. OBAMA (for himself and Mr. 
BROWNBACK): 

S. 1430. A bill to authorize State and local 
governments to direct divestiture from, and 
prevent investment in, companies with in-
vestments of $20,000,000 or more in Iran’s en-
ergy sector, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mr. 
VOINOVICH): 

S. 1431. A bill to provide for a statewide 
early childhood education professional devel-
opment and career system, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mrs. CLIN-
TON, Mr. KERRY, Mr. SANDERS, and 
Mr. REED): 

S. 1432. A bill to amend the Food Stamp 
Act of 1977 and the Richard B . Russell Na-
tional School Lunch Act to improve access 
to healthy foods, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mr. 
ALLARD): 

S. Res. 206. A resolution to provide for a 
budget point of order against legislation that 
increases income taxes on taxpayers, includ-
ing hardworking middle-income families, en-
trepreneurs, and college students; to the 
Committee on Rules and Administration. 

By Mr. DODD: 
S. Res. 207. A resolution calling on the 

President of the United States immediately 
to recommend new candidates for the posi-
tions of the Attorney General of the United 
States and the President of the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
(commonly known as the ‘‘World Bank’’) in 
order to preserve the integrity and the effi-
cacy of the Department of Justice and the 
World Bank; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. STEVENS (for himself, Mr. 
INOUYE, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. CANTWELL, 
Ms. SNOWE, Mr. LOTT, Mrs. MURRAY, 

Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. 
SUNUNU, Ms. LANDRIEU, Ms. COLLINS, 
Mr. KERRY, Mr. LAUTENBERG, and Mr. 
VITTER): 

S. Res. 208. A resolution encouraging the 
elimination of harmful fishing subsidies that 
contribute to overcapacity in the world’s 
commercial fishing fleet and lead to the 
overfishing of global fish stocks; considered 
and agreed to. 

By Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Mr. 
DODD, Mr. BIDEN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. 
KERRY, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. 
MCCAIN, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. SMITH, 
and Mr. OBAMA): 

S. Res. 209. A resolution expressing support 
for the new power-sharing government in 
Northern Ireland; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. LIEBERMAN (for himself, Mr. 
ENZI, and Mr. INOUYE): 

S. Res. 210. A resolution honoring the ac-
complishments of Stephen Joel Trachten-
berg as president of the George Washington 
University in Washington, D.C., in recogni-
tion of his upcoming retirement in July 2007; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 254 

At the request of Mr. ENZI, the names 
of the Senator from Connecticut (Mr. 
DODD) and the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. SHELBY) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 254, a bill to award posthumously 
a Congressional gold medal to 
Constantino Brumidi. 

S. 294 

At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG, 
the name of the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. WEBB) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 294, a bill to reauthorize Amtrak, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 326 

At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 
name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 326, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide a spe-
cial period of limitation when uni-
formed services retirement pay is re-
duced as result of award of disability 
compensation. 

S. 368 

At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the 
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator 
from New Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 368, a bill to 
amend the Omnibus Crime Control and 
Safe Streets Act of 1968 to enhance the 
COPS ON THE BEAT grant program, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 383 

At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the 
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
383, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to extend the period of eli-
gibility for health care for combat 
service in the Persian Gulf War or fu-
ture hostilities from two years to five 
years after discharge or release. 

S. 399 

At the request of Mr. BUNNING, the 
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 399, a bill to amend title 
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XIX of the Social Security Act to in-
clude podiatrists as physicians for pur-
poses of covering physicians services 
under the Medicaid program. 

S. 465 

At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from Ar-
kansas (Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 465, a bill to amend ti-
tles XVIII and XIX of the Social Secu-
rity Act and title III of the Public 
Health Service Act to improve access 
to information about individuals’ 
health care options and legal rights for 
care near the end of life, to promote 
advance care planning and decision-
making so that individuals’ wishes are 
known should they become unable to 
speak for themselves, to engage health 
care providers in disseminating infor-
mation about and assisting in the prep-
aration of advance directives, which in-
clude living wills and durable powers of 
attorney for health care, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 469 

At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the 
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mrs. DOLE) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 469, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to make per-
manent the special rule for contribu-
tions of qualified conservation con-
tributions. 

S. 506 

At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG, 
the name of the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. LUGAR) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 506, a bill to improve efficiency in 
the Federal Government through the 
use of high-performance green build-
ings, and for other purposes. 

S. 543 

At the request of Mr. NELSON of Ne-
braska, the name of the Senator from 
New Jersey (Mr. LAUTENBERG) was 
added as a cosponsor of S. 543, a bill to 
improve Medicare beneficiary access by 
extending the 60 percent compliance 
threshold used to determine whether a 
hospital or unit of a hospital is an in-
patient rehabilitation facility under 
the Medicare program. 

S. 557 

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
557, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to make permanent 
the depreciation classification of mo-
torsports entertainment complexes. 

S. 579 

At the request of Mr. REID, the name 
of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WEBB) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
579, a bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to authorize the Director 
of the National Institute of Environ-
mental Health Sciences to make grants 
for the development and operation of 
research centers regarding environ-
mental factors that may be related to 
the etiology of breast cancer. 

S. 600 

At the request of Mr. SMITH, the 
name of the Senator from Louisiana 

(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 600, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to establish the 
School-Based Health Clinic program, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 638 
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
INOUYE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
638, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for colle-
giate housing and infrastructure 
grants. 

S. 661 
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 661, a bill to establish kinship 
navigator programs, to establish 
guardianship assistance payments for 
children, and for other purposes. 

S. 718 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
718, a bill to optimize the delivery of 
critical care medicine and expand the 
critical care workforce. 

S. 749 
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-

ida, the name of the Senator from New 
Jersey (Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as 
a cosponsor of S. 749, a bill to modify 
the prohibition on recognition by 
United States courts of certain rights 
relating to certain marks, trade names, 
or commercial names. 

S. 777 
At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 777, a bill to repeal the imposi-
tion of withholding on certain pay-
ments made to vendors by government 
entities. 

S. 799 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 

names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) and the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. LAUTENBERG) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 799, a bill to amend 
title XIX of the Social Security Act to 
provide individuals with disabilities 
and older Americans with equal access 
to community-based attendant services 
and supports, and for other purposes. 

S. 807 
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 807, a bill to amend the Comprehen-
sive Environmental Response Com-
pensation and Liability Act of 1980 to 
provide that manure shall not be con-
sidered to be a hazardous substance, 
pollutant, or contaminant. 

S. 822 
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the 

names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. ISAKSON), the Senator from Wash-
ington (Ms. CANTWELL) and the Senator 
from Connecticut (Mr. LIEBERMAN) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 822, a 
bill to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to improve and extend cer-
tain energy-related tax provisions, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 901 

At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 901, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to provide 
additional authorizations of appropria-
tions for the health centers program 
under section 330 of such Act. 

S. 982 

At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the 
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KENNEDY) and the Senator 
from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 982, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to provide 
for integration of mental health serv-
ices and mental health treatment out-
reach teams, and for other purposes. 

S. 1019 

At the request of Mr. COBURN, the 
name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. ALEXANDER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1019, a bill to provide 
comprehensive reform of the health 
care system of the United States, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1026 

At the request of Mr. CHAMBLISS, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. COLEMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1026, a bill to designate the 
Department of Veterans Affairs Med-
ical Center in Augusta, Georgia, as the 
‘‘Charlie Norwood Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Center’’. 

S. 1042 

At the request of Mr. ENZI, the name 
of the Senator from South Dakota (Mr. 
JOHNSON) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1042, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to make the provi-
sion of technical services for medical 
imaging examinations and radiation 
therapy treatments safer, more accu-
rate, and less costly. 

S. 1065 

At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the 
name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1065, a bill to improve the di-
agnosis and treatment of traumatic 
brain injury in members and former 
members of the Armed Forces, to re-
view and expand telehealth and tele-
mental health programs of the Depart-
ment of Defense and the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1070 

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1070, a bill to amend the Social Secu-
rity Act to enhance the social security 
of the Nation by ensuring adequate 
public-private infrastructure and to re-
solve to prevent, detect, treat, inter-
vene in, and prosecute elder abuse, ne-
glect, and exploitation, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1175 

At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the 
name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1175, a bill to end the use of 
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child soldiers in hostilities around the 
world, and for other purposes. 

S. 1226 
At the request of Mr. BAYH, the name 

of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
LUGAR) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1226, a bill to amend title XIX of the 
Social Security Act to establish pro-
grams to improve the quality, perform-
ance, and delivery of pediatric care. 

S. 1254 
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1254, a bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to provide that the 
reductions in social security benefits 
which are required in the case of 
spouses and surviving spouses who are 
also receiving certain government pen-
sions shall be equal to the amount by 
which two-thirds of the total amount 
of the combined monthly benefit (be-
fore reduction) and monthly pension 
exceeds $1,200, adjusted for inflation. 

S. 1263 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Mr. FEINGOLD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1263, a bill to protect the wel-
fare of consumers by prohibiting price 
gouging with respect to gasoline and 
petroleum distillates during natural 
disasters and abnormal market disrup-
tions, and for other purposes. 

S. 1277 
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Ne-

braska, the name of the Senator from 
Louisiana (Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as 
a cosponsor of S. 1277, a bill to amend 
title XVIII of the Social Security Act 
to clarify the treatment of payment 
under the Medicare program for clin-
ical laboratory tests furnished by crit-
ical access hospitals. 

S. 1312 
At the request of Mr. DEMINT, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1312, a bill to amend the 
National Labor Relations Act to ensure 
the right of employees to a secret-bal-
lot election conducted by the National 
Labor Relations Board. 

S. 1359 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1359, a bill to amend the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to enhance pub-
lic and health professional awareness 
and understanding of lupus and to 
strengthen the Nation’s research ef-
forts to identify the causes and cure of 
lupus. 

S. 1379 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1379, a bill to amend chapter 
35 of title 28, United States Code, to 
strike the exception to the residency 
requirements for United States attor-
neys. 

S. 1382 
At the request of Mr. REID, the 

names of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 

HARKIN), the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) and the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. ISAKSON) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 1382, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to provide the es-
tablishment of an Amyotrophic Lateral 
Sclerosis Registry. 

S. 1398 
At the request of Mr. REID, the name 

of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) 
was added as a cosponsor of S. 1398, a 
bill to expand the research and preven-
tion activities of the National Institute 
of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney 
Diseases, and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention with respect to 
inflammatory bowel disease. 

S. 1411 
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG, 

the name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1411, a bill to amend the Clean 
Air Act to establish within the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency an office 
to measure and report on greenhouse 
gas emissions of Federal agencies. 

S. 1412 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 

names of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY), the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. BAUCUS) and the Senator from 
Ohio (Mr. BROWN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1412, a bill to amend the 
Farm Security and Rural Development 
Act of 2002 to support beginning farm-
ers and ranchers, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1413 
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the 

names of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) and the Senator from 
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1413, a bill to pro-
vide for research and education with 
respect to uterine fibroids, and for 
other purposes. 

S. RES. 82 
At the request of Mr. HAGEL, the 

names of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. SHELBY), the Senator from Ala-
bama (Mr. SESSIONS) and the Senator 
from California (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 82, a res-
olution designating August 16, 2007 as 
‘‘National Airborne Day’’. 

S. RES. 116 
At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 116, a resolution designating May 
2007 as ‘‘National Autoimmune Dis-
eases Awareness Month’’ and sup-
porting efforts to increase awareness of 
autoimmune diseases and increase 
funding for autoimmune disease re-
search. 

S. RES. 132 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 132, a resolution recognizing the 
Civil Air Patrol for 65 years of service 
to the United States. 

S. RES. 171 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
OBAMA) was added as a cosponsor of S. 

Res. 171, a resolution memorializing 
fallen firefighters by lowering the 
United States flag to half-staff on the 
day of the National Fallen Firefighter 
Memorial Service in Emmitsburg, 
Maryland. 

S. RES. 198 
At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the 

names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CONRAD) and the Senator 
from North Dakota (Mr. DORGAN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 198, a 
resolution designating May 15, 2007, as 
‘‘National MPS Awareness Day’’. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 
S. 1417. A bill to direct the Secretary 

of Veterans Affairs to submit a report 
to Congress providing a master plan for 
the use of the West Los Angeles De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center, California, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
rise today to introduce legislation to 
maintain the land on the West Los An-
geles Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
campus for the exclusive use of Amer-
ica’s Veterans. 

This legislation is a companion to an 
identical bill introduced by Congress-
man Waxman in the House earlier this 
month. 

The bill would: 
Prohibit the Department of Veterans 

Affairs, VA, from issuing enhanced-use 
lease agreements on the West Los An-
geles VA property; expand the scope of 
the Cranston Act, which already pro-
hibits the disposal of land and the use 
of enhanced-use leases on 109 acres, to 
cover the entire 388-acre West Los An-
geles VA property; prohibit the VA 
from exchanging, trading, auctioning 
or transferring any land connected to 
the West Los Angeles VA; require that 
a master plan related to the West Los 
Angeles VA property be completed no 
later than 1 year after this legislation 
is enacted; prohibit the VA from re-
ceiving funding to enact the provisions 
of a master plan for the West Los An-
geles VA without first receiving Con-
gressional authorization; and establish 
a public advisory committee, con-
sisting of federally elected representa-
tives, local elected officials, local Vet-
erans, and community members to pro-
vide input on the master plan. 

The bill I am introducing today is ab-
solutely essential in light of a number 
of unacceptable actions previously 
taken by the VA that, in my view, vio-
late the spirit, if not the letter, of the 
law. 

In March, I joined with my col-
leagues Senator BARBARA BOXER and 
Congressman HENRY WAXMAN in writ-
ing a letter to VA Secretary James 
Nicholson, strongly objecting to recent 
decisions made by the VA relating to 
the West Los Angeles VA facility and 
land. 

For example, the VA has signed shar-
ing agreements to allow an Enterprise- 
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