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when we were in the majority, said
they wanted to know what the Repub-
lican plan was to relieve the pain at
the pump. Well, the Democrats are in
charge now, and we would like to know
what their plan is. We believe this is
something we ought to work on to-
gether, on a bipartisan basis, to try to
relieve the pain at the pump being ex-
perienced by working men and women
and families all across this country.
The only way we are going to be able
to do this is on a bipartisan basis, but
the Democrats control the agenda. The
majority leader basically controls the
time on the Senate floor. We need to
know when he plans to bring up some
meaningful relief for the American
consumers to try to bring that price
down.

We need to do this in the short term,
the near term, not the long term only.
We do need nuclear power. We need to
do research in the biofuels and other
alternatives. We need to employ wind
energy and other clean technologies
that will provide for part of our energy
needs. We haven’t discovered a way to
make any of those useful to operate
our vehicles. It is oil, and it is gasoline.

The only way we are going to be able
to provide relief in the near term is to
increase supply by reducing our de-
pendency on imported energy, pro-
ducing more of it domestically, and re-
lieving some of the regulatory impedi-
ments which have made it impossible
to create a new refinery in this country
in the last 30 years. Only by increasing
the supply in the near term are we
going to be able to see prices come
down at the pump as we continue to ex-
plore alternative forms of energy and
other ways to meet our energy needs,
while continuing to see our economy
grow and continue to create jobs.

I hope the majority will take this re-
quest seriously and will come back and
tell us what their plan is to relieve the
pain at the pump American consumers
are experiencing today.

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

——————

VISITING STUDENTS SEE
GOVERNMENT IN OPERATION

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, we
have in the galleries today students
from the seventh grade of the Saligman
Middle School in the Philadelphia sub-
urbs. I am not permitted under Senate
rules to acknowledge their presence,
except verbally, but my granddaughter,
Silvi Specter, is among a very impres-
sive group of 59 students who left
Philadelphia before dawn today to
come to the Nation’s Capital to see
government in operation.
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I wish I had the opportunity to visit
the Senate when I was in the seventh
grade. It took me a little longer to get
here. I have sensed from this very
bright, intelligent group of students
that we may produce a Senator or we
may produce a President because the
sky is the limit if the students apply
themselves and work hard.

I was explaining, when we took a pic-
ture on the steps today, that the Con-
gress of the United States makes the
laws for the country. This is basic
civics, but it is good to repeat it. The
House of Representatives, consisting of
435 Members, is a representative body,
one for every approximately 700,000
people in the United States. Each of
our 50 States has 2 Senators. We con-
sider legislation, we vote—pass bills by
both the House and Senate—and then
we get together on a conference. We
have an agreement and a conference re-
port is then voted on separately. The
measures then go to the President of
the United States.

We have a fascinating part of the leg-
islative process right now with the
issue of the funding of the Iraq war.
The Constitution creates the Congress
under article I and creates the office of
the executive branch, the Presidency,
under article II. We have a unique con-
stitutional confrontation. I think it is
not an overstatement to say it is of
historic proportion—perhaps the most
dramatic constitutional confrontation
between the article I power of the Con-
gress to appropriate, commonly known
as the power of the purse, and the au-
thority of the President under his
power as Commander in Chief.

The President is insisting on car-
rying out the program he has in mind
with the addition of troops, a surge in
Iraq, to try to restore order to that
country. I believe had we known Sad-
dam Hussein did not have weapons of
mass destruction, we would not have
gone into Iraq to start with, but once
there, we do not want to leave it in a
state of turmoil. So we are trying to
work our way through the problems as
best we can.

The President laid down two markers
for the Iraqis in his State of the Union
speech: first, that they should secure
Baghdad; and second, that they should
end sectarian violence. Regrettably,
they have done neither.

Congress legislated, providing the
funding the President asked for but
setting dates for withdrawal. The
President vetoed that, saying identi-
fying a withdrawal date would be to
tell the enemy how long they would
have to stay there to outlast us. Now
we are looking for some resolution. It
is complicated. The House is talking
about appropriating half of the $100 bil-
lion and having another vote in July.
The Senate has yet to formulate a pro-
posal.

For certain, by September, when we
face the full $5600 billion appropriation
bill, there is a very difficult time ahead
unless we can see light at the end of
the tunnel.
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On the front page of the New York
Times today, one of our Members said
that in September there will not be
support unless we see some significant
progress. The metaphor ‘‘light at the
end of the tunnel” perhaps is accurate
or perhaps we will not be at that place.
Because there is grave concern about
radical Islamic fundamentalists with
the determination by radical Islamic
fundamentalists to destroy our society
and to Kkill us—as they did with the
striking events of 9/11—there is a con-
cern if we do not fight the insurgents
in Iraq, we will be fighting them in the
United States.

These are weighty issues and there is
a lot of controversy. Speaking for my-
self, I am still considering what the
right course is. I voted against a with-
drawal date at this time because there
has been a commitment to a surge,
30,000 additional troops. They are not
all there yet. Perhaps we will have bet-
ter results by September. But those are
the issues which await a determina-
tion.

I reference this in terms of the big
issue of the day and how it illustrates
the functioning of American Govern-
ment, Congress and the Presidency,
and what we have as a constitutional
confrontation.

I know the time has come to move on
to other business. I thank my col-
leagues and the Chair for permitting
me to go beyond the 11 o’clock hour.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
gather morning business has expired?

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator is correct.

Mr. McCONNELL. I yield myself 5
minutes of my leader time.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The leader is recognized.

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

SERGEANT FIRST CLASS ROBERT V. DERENDA

Mr. President, a bronze plague hangs
at the Joint Readiness Center at Fort
Dix, NJ. All the new Army recruits
there pass by it, and all the regulars
know the story it tells by heart.

This plaque declares the Joint Readi-
ness Center to be named after a Ken-
tucky soldier who volunteered for his
country, served a cause he believed to
be just and right, and made the ulti-
mate sacrifice.

So I ask the Senate to pause today in
grateful memory of SFC Robert V.
Derenda, a Ledbetter, KY, resident as-
signed to the First Brigade, 98th Divi-
sion of the U.S. Army Reserve.

Sergeant Derenda was killed on Au-
gust 5, 2005, when a civilian fuel truck
collided with the humvee he was driv-
ing as the lead vehicle for a convoy
mission in Rubiah, Iraq. He was 42
years old.

It could have been far worse if not for
Robert’s astute driving skills and rapid
reaction. His quick maneuvering of the
humvee just prior to impact saved his
men in the back seat.
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Sergeant Derenda was there to act
because he volunteered to drive the
lead vehicle, knowing the likely danger
inherent in his choice. He stepped for-
ward because most of his fellow sol-
diers had wives and children at home.
This final heroic act defined who Rob-
ert was, how he lived, and how he
served the country he loved.

For his valorous actions as a soldier,
Sergeant Derenda was made an hon-
orary Green Beret, and he received nu-
merous awards and medals including
the Purple Heart and the Silver Star.

Not only did the Army name a build-
ing after him in Fort Dix, NJ, but a
street also bears his name in his home-
town of Cheektowaga, a suburb of Buf-
falo, NY.

Robert graduated from the State
University of New York at Buffalo with
a degree in psychology. No doubt that
degree, combined with his long history
of military service, is what molded him
into a superb drill sergeant. At Rob-
ert’s funeral, MG Bruce E. Robinson
called him a ‘‘natural” at whipping
young men into fighting shape.

After graduation, Robert served on
active duty with the Army for 6 years.
He returned to his alma mater and
earned a chemical engineering degree
while serving in the Army Reserve.

It was his work as an engineer that
brought him to Calvert City, KY, lead-
ing Robert to live in nearby Ledbetter
and call the Bluegrass State home.

However, this outstanding leader was
shaped by more than the work that he
so enjoyed. A cross-country runner in
high school, Robert would return to his
parents’ home in New York each
Thanksgiving to run in the annual Tur-
key Trot. When he wasn’t running, you
might see Robert on his Harley-David-
son motorcycle, cruising around town.

Robert was also a deeply religious
man. A fellow soldier described him as
a ‘‘good Catholic boy,” and his priest,
the Reverend Theodore C. Rog, said
simply that when it came to Robert’s
faith, ‘“He lived it.”

Robert also cherished his relation-
ship with his two nephews, Nicholas
and Thomas Kibby. Although his sis-
ter, Caroline Kibby, raised her family
in a town near Pittsburgh, Robert re-
mained close. He left his entire estate
to Caroline, but told her that should
anything happen to him, it was all to
go to her boys.

His devotion to them, however, went
deeper than any material wealth that
he could offer. Robert told Caroline
that the reason he wanted to go to Iraq
with the Army was to make the world
a safer place for Nicholas and Thomas.
He understood the dangers that lurked
in the world, and wanted his nephews
never to know such evil.

Robert’s beloved family members in-
clude his father, Valerian, his mother,
Loretta, his sister, Caroline Kibby, his
brother-in-law, Scott Kibby, and his
two nephews, Nicholas and Thomas
Kibby. I ask the entire Senate to keep
them in your thoughts and prayers. I
know they will be in mine.
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No plaque or street name can heal
the tragic loss of the Derenda family
after their beloved son, brother, and
uncle has been taken from them.

But there are two boys growing up
near Pittsburgh right now who will al-
ways remember the example their
uncle set for them.

And a lifetime of family, friends, and
fellow soldiers will be inspired by SFC
Robert V. Derenda’s noble act of sac-
rifice. Such examples are worth far
more than any bronze plaque could
ever be.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

—————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

PRESCRIPTION DRUG USER FEE
AMENDMENTS OF 2007

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of S.
1082, which the clerk will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1082) to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to reauthorize and
amend the prescription drug user fee provi-
sions, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Landrieu amendment No. 1004, to require
the Food and Drug Administration to permit
the sale of baby turtles as pets so long as the
seller uses proven methods to effectively
treat salmonella.

Stabenow amendment No. 1011, to insert
provisions related to citizens petitions.

Brown (for Brownback/Brown) amendment
No. 985, to establish a priority drug review
process to encourage treatments of tropical
diseases.

Vitter amendment No. 983, to require coun-
terfeit-resistant technologies for prescrip-
tion drugs.

Inhofe amendment No. 988, to protect chil-
dren and their parents from being coerced
into administering a controlled substance in
order to attend school.

Gregg/Coleman amendment No. 993, to pro-
vide for the regulation of Internet phar-
macies.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Ohio.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, we con-
tinue the discussion today on S. 1082. I
am joined by Senator ENZI as a cospon-
sor of that bill, with Senator KENNEDY.
We are considering several amend-
ments this morning that are designed
to and will increase access to lifesaving
prescription drugs. I wish for a moment
to talk about a couple of those amend-
ments.
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One is the Stabenow/Thune amend-
ment No. 1011, cosponsored by Senator
LoTT of Mississippi and by me, which
will stop drug companies from inten-
tionally jamming up the Food and
Drug Administration approval process
for generic drugs, exploiting the citizen
petition process to block price com-
petition in the marketplace.

Free market economies rely on price
competition. When brand-name drug
companies block price competition,
they are not only cheating generic
drug manufacturers, they are cheating
consumers, businesses, and tax-funded
health care programs. None of us can
afford that.

The Congressional Budget Office esti-
mates the Stabenow amendment will
save taxpayers hundreds of millions of
dollars over the next 10 years. Those
are just the savings that accrue to tax-
funded health programs. There will
also be significant savings to con-
sumers and employer-sponsored health
plans.

This amendment preserves the
rights, as we should, of citizens to peti-
tion their government. But it stops the
gaming of the patent system by the
name-brand drug companies which
have very effectively stymied price
competition. I think unanimously in
this body we support the whole idea of
price competition.

The savings of this bill will go to sen-
iors and others who have seen large
out-of-pocket expenses in their pur-
chase of prescription drugs. The sav-
ings will go to businesses helping us
globally compete better than we might
otherwise. The savings will go to tax-
payers, through a variety of different
Government programs that help people
buy their prescription drugs. So every
Member’s support is crucial on the
Stabenow-Thune amendment.

I want to highlight an amendment
that has been offered by my colleague
Senator BROWNBACK and myself. Ac-
cording to the World Health Organiza-
tion, more than 1 billion people—near-
ly one in every six people worldwide—
are affected by at least one neglected
tropical disease. In addition, neglected
tropical diseases claim roughly 500,000
lives each year.

However, less than 1 percent of the
1,400 drugs registered between 1975 and
1999—over a 25-year-period—fewer than
1 percent of the 1,400 drugs registered
treated such diseases.

This disparity is clearly due to the
lack of financial incentive for pharma-
ceutical companies to bring neglected
tropical disease treatments to market
because these diseases disproportion-
ately affect low-income countries, with
the poorest of the poor in those coun-
tries needing those medicines, most of
them in Africa.

Creating incentives for companies to
invest in treatments for these diseases
is not only in our country’s national
interest, but it is consistent with our
longstanding tradition of caring for
those who are less fortunate around
the world. In other words, it is con-
sistent with American values.
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