7]
May 4, 2007

Baghdad had set in. ‘“He started crying and
started throwing things,” she said about her
26-year-old husband from Frackville, Pa.

Little by little, though, the things he
didn’t want to talk about came to light.
Among them were the four roadside bomb at-
tacks that he survived but left some of his
buddies wounded. But the worst, she said,
were the times he was called to bag up body
parts of dead soldiers who had been blown up
by improvised explosive devices on patrols
ahead of his platoon, a mortar troop of the
1st Squadron, 89th Cavalry Regiment from
the 10th Mountain Division out of Fort
Drum, N.Y.

With her husband displaying the classic
symptoms of PTSD, or post-traumatic stress
disorder, she checked him into a privately
owned psychiatric hospital where he was
treated for major depression related to
PTSD. He was given anti-depressants and
while he was there, she said, his first ser-
geant called to inform him he would be list-
ed as absent without leave and his paycheck
for May would be canceled if he didn’t report
back to his squadron in Iraq, one of many
regular Army units whose tours had been ex-
tended.

Lori Shoup said her husband told the first
sergeant about his bout with PTSD. The ser-
geant’s response to him, she said, was:
‘How’s that different from the way you nor-
mally act?’ That really upset him. It was as
if they didn’t care.”

With his mental problems persisting, John
Shoup met with doctors at O’Callaghan Fed-
eral Hospital at Nellis Air Force Base. Doc-
tors there tried to help him, but on April 16,
the day before he was supposed to return to
Fort Drum, his condition took a turn for the
worse. While at home, he took too many
drugs described as a suicide attempt, and
Lori had to rush him back to the Nellis hos-
pital. His stomach was pumped and he was
put in supervised care.

In the meantime, Lori has been struggling
to make ends meet by continuing to work as
a bartender at a cantina on the Strip while
caring for their 3-year-old son, Levan, and
her 8-year-old daughter, Emily, from a pre-
vious marriage. “I’'m at wit’s end,”’ she said.
“There’s no way I can do it all by myself.”

Her father, Joseph Godlewski, a retired
Army staff sergeant, has been trying to help
with babysitting. He is also helping his
daughter understand what John is trying to
endure. ‘“The poor kid has seen so much
death,” he said. ‘“Once the smell of death is
in your nose it never goes away.”’

For Lori, the gravity of the situation be-
came too much last week, when she experi-
enced a nervous breakdown that resulted in
a trip to the Nellis hospital emergency room.
Now back at home, she was feeling better
Monday even though she learned that John’s
status with his overseas unit had officially
changed to AWOL while he’s still at the fed-
eral hospital. His paycheck had not been de-
posited. “‘I couldn’t believe it. My heart went
right down into my stomach,’” she said.

In a telephone interview from his hospital
room, John Shoup said he had served his
four-year obligation but his orders had been
extended. He said his first sergeant had
called him to say he had ‘‘better hurry up
and stop fooling around and get back to
Iraq.” ‘‘All we do is drive around and wait to
get blown up,” he said. ‘I just want to get
back to the Army and get out and get back
to my family.”

On Tuesday, a spokesman at Fort Drum
acknowledged that John Shoup had called
the fort to say he needed mental help. They
directed him to the Nellis hospital to con-
tinue PTSD treatment until he was well
enough to return to Fort Drum. ‘“Then they
would make a determination if his future is
best not serving in the Army,” Fort Drum
spokesman Ben Abel said.
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Given the current circumstances, Abel said
he could not foresee the Army sending him
back to Iraq. As for stopping his pay, that
was a misunderstanding that stemmed from
his overseas unit, Abel said, noting, ‘“‘It’s on
its way to being cleared up.”’

Lori Shoup said, however, that her hus-
band won’t be returning to Fort Drum imme-
diately. Instead, he will be transferred today
from the Nellis hospital to Walter Reed
Army Medical Center in Washington, D.C.

In the meantime, she wants to see ‘‘all of
our boys come home’ from Iraq. ‘I believe
our job is done there. . . . I believe that our
troops are doing a lot of good there. I back
our soldiers 100 percent. I've heard it referred
to as a modern-day Vietnam. *“It’s getting
uglier and uglier. It’s really unfortunate be-
cause our society is going to suffer from it
because there’s a lot of fathers and sons and
brothers who will never return. And some
will never return the same people they were
when they left.”

————
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there
will be a period for the transaction of
morning business, with Senators per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes
each.

—————

YOUTHS AND FIREARMS

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, often dis-
cussions about combating gun violence
center around preventing criminal ac-
cess to dangerous firearms. Another
important component of the issue is
the ability of our children and teen-
agers to access firearms. Most fatal
firearm incidences occur when children
and teens discover loaded and unse-
cured firearms in their homes. Over the
years, accidental shootings and sui-
cides have claimed the lives of thou-
sands of young people. Sadly, many of
these tragedies could have been pre-
vented through common sense gun leg-
islation.

On April 14, two 1l4-year-old boys
were playing in one of their homes in
Iosco Township, MI, when they found
an unlocked .45-caliber handgun. After
playing with it for a short time, the
gun went off. The two boys were home
alone, so no adult was aware of what
happened until one of the boys called
911 and uttered the words, ‘I shot
him.” The other boy was pronounced
dead after being airlifted to the Uni-
versity of Michigan Medical Center.

The very next day not far away in
Battle Creek, MI, a 19-year-old acciden-
tally shot and killed his 17-year-old
best friend and cousin. The two were
sitting on a couch in the living room,
playing with an unregistered gun. They
had removed the gun’s clip but were
not aware of the single bullet remain-
ing in the chamber.

These are two examples of the misery
gun violence can inflict. The Centers
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for Disease Control and Prevention
have released some staggering statis-
tics on gun-related deaths among
young people:

In 2002 a child or teen was killed in a
firearm-related accident or suicide
every 9 hours.

On average, four children died every
day in non-homicide firearm incidents
between 1999-2002.

From 1997-2002, more than 1,324 chil-
dren were killed in firearm accidents.

In 2004, 13,846 kids were injured by a
firearm.

Over the last 10 years, an average of
1,213 kids committed suicide with a
firearm each year; on average more
than 135 each year were under the age
of 15.

The overall firearm-related death
rate among U.S. children under the age
of 15 was nearly 12 times higher than
among children in 25 other industri-
alized countries combined.

As adults, parents and grandparents,
we have a responsibility to protect our
children from gun-related deaths. Trig-
ger locks and other sensible gun safety
measures can have a significant im-
pact. I urge my colleagues to wait no
longer to act on such measures.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

IN MEMORY—ARTHUR H.
GUENTHER, PH.D.

e Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President,
today I note the passing away of Dr.
Art Guenther on April 21, 2007.

Art Guenther was born April 18, 1931,
in Hoboken, NJ. As a kid he loved the
outdoors and became New Jersey’s
youngest Eagle Scout. He wanted to be
a forest ranger and hoped to attend a
college with a good forestry program,
but those schools didn’t accept out-of-
state students. A teacher had noticed
Guenther’s aptitude in math and
science and got him into Rutgers.
There he majored in chemistry, earn-
ing his bachelor’s degree in 1953.

As a grad student at Penn State, he
wanted to pursue optics. His thesis ad-
visor asked, ‘“Why optics? The cream is
gone,” meaning all the good research
had been done. Guenther persisted, re-
ceiving his Ph.D. in chemistry and
physics in 1957. He joined the Air Force
and was sent to Kirtland Air Force
Base. His mother wondered why they
were sending him out of the country on
his first assignment. After serving 2
years, he left the Air Force and became
a civilian employee and a New Mexican
for the remainder of his life. His optics
work would pay off in 1960, after the
laser was first demonstrated. As the
only person at Kirtland with a back-
ground in optics, Guenther was asked
by the commander of the research di-
rectorate to evaluate lasers for poten-
tial Air Force use. He toured the coun-
try and reported back on the promise
of the new technology. At the request
of the Air Force, he established a laser
program and later became chief sci-
entist of the Air Force Weapons Lab, a
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position he held for 15 of his 31 years
with the Air Force.

By 19656 Guenther had become one of
the world’s leading experts in simu-
lating effects of atomic explosions. He
also gained experience in advanced op-
tical systems, high-power lasers, high-
power microwaves, pulsed power, mate-
rials science, and weapons effects.
Guenther is considered a pioneer in the
development of pulsed-power tech-
nology and its defense applications. Dr.
Guenther stood out as not only a sci-
entist but someone who was deeply
concerned about bettering the lives of
New Mexicans by promoting the spread
of science outside the laboratory gates
through education and high technology
economic development. Art Guenther
helped develop an optics curriculum at
Albuquerque Technical Vocational In-
stitute. The program was so successful
it had a waiting list.

In the 1980s, Guenther was one of the
first to see a high-tech future for New
Mexico. Gov. Bruce King in 1981 estab-
lished the Governor’s Technical Excel-
lence Committee, GTEC, with Guen-
ther as a member. King asked GTEC to
assess the State’s high-tech assets;
they found 15,000 Ph.D.s, major re-
search universities and three Federal
laboratories along the Rio Grande.

At a time when other States had
their Silicon Valley or Research Tri-
angle, it was Guenther who coined the
term ‘‘Rio Grande Research Corridor.”
He chaired the State Science and Tech-
nology Committee, which proposed and
got the five Centers of Technical Excel-
lence in 1983. One of those was the Cen-
ter for High-Tech Materials at UNM.

In 1988, Guenther became chief sci-
entist for advanced defense technology
at Los Alamos National Laboratory. In
that post, he was science adviser to
Gov. Garrey Carruthers and again for
Gov. Bruce King. In 1991 he became sci-
entific adviser for laboratory develop-
ment and manager of alliances at
Sandia.

Guenther retired in 1998, but his fam-
ily and colleagues know he didn’t real-
ly retire. He became a research pro-
fessor at UNM’s Center for High-Tech
Materials and was also on contract
with the Air Force Office of Scientific
Research. He maintained a staggering
schedule of travel, meetings, research
and civic involvement. Also in 1998,
after identifying a wealth of optics ac-
tivity in the State, he became co-
founder of the New Mexico Optics In-
dustry  Association. And through
NMOIA, he was instrumental in found-
ing the Photonics Academy at West
Mesa High School. He also helped orga-
nize the Directed Energy Professionals
Society.
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Art received numerous honors and
awards. Some of these awards include
the Distinguished Executive Rank
Award from President Reagan, the
Harry Diamond Award from the Insti-
tute of Electrical and Electronic Engi-
neers, the Director’s Award of the
International Society of Optical Engi-
neering, the David Richardson Medal of
the Optical Society of America, and
the Arthur L. Schawlow Medal from
the Laser Institute of America in 1983.
He has twice received the New Mexico
Distinguished Public Service Award. In
1992 he was one of the first Americans
to be named to the Russian Academy of
Sciences. He had worked with Russian
scientists since the 1960s and was cred-
ited with improving communication
between the two countries.

Guenther brought so many technical
meetings to Albuquerque that he
earned a special award from the Albu-
querque Convention and Visitors Bu-
reau. On April 25, the New Mexico Op-
tics Industry Association honored him
with the organization’s first Lifetime
Service Award.

Mr. President, my State was blessed
by Art Guenther’s energy and dedica-
tion and we will miss him.e

———————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

S. 1301. A bill to preserve and protect the
free choice of individual employees to form,
join, or assist labor organizations, or to re-
frain from such activities.

S. 1305. A bill making emergency war ap-
propriations for American troops overseas,
without unnecessary pork barrel spending
and without mandating surrender or retreat
in Iraq, for the fiscal year ending September
30, 2007, and for other purposes.

————
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. LEAHY, from the Committee on
the Judiciary, with an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute:

S. 735. A Dbill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to improve the terrorist hoax
statute (Rept. No. 110-61).

By Mr. LEAHY, from the Committee on
the Judiciary, without amendment:

S. 621. A bill to establish commissions to
review the facts and circumstances sur-
rounding injustices suffered by European
Americans, European Latin Americans, and
Jewish refugees during World War II (Rept.
No. 110-62).

————
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
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and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:
By Mr. KERRY:

S. 1311. A bill to permanently prohibit oil
and gas leasing in the North Aleutian Basin
Planning Area, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 469
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
469, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to make permanent
the special rule for contributions of
qualified conservation contributions.
S. 604
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG,
the name of the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. CARDIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 604, a bill to amend title
10, United States Code, to limit in-
creases in the certain costs of health
care services under the health care pro-
grams of the Department of Defense,
and for other purposes.
S. 673
At the request of Mr. SALAZAR, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 673, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide credits for the installation of wind
energy property, including by rural
homeowners, farmers, ranchers, and
small businesses, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 749
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 749, a bill to modify the
prohibition on recognition by United
States courts of certain rights relating
to certain marks, trade names, or com-
mercial names.
S. 935
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from
Maryland (Mr. CARDIN) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 935, a bill to repeal the
requirement for reduction of survivor
annuities under the Survivor Benefit
Plan by veterans’ dependency and in-
demnity compensation, and for other
purposes.
S. 960
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 960, a bill to establish the
United States Public Service Academy.
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