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Whereas a stroke is a medical emergency
that can cause permanent neurologic damage
or even death if not promptly diagnosed and
treated;

Whereas 26 out of every 100,000 newborns
and almost 3 out of every 100,000 children
have a stroke each year;

Whereas an individual can have a stroke
before birth;

Whereas stroke is among the top 10 causes
of death for children in the United States;

Whereas 12 percent of all children who ex-
perience a stroke die as a result;

Whereas the death rate for children who
experience a stroke before the age of 1 year
is the highest out of all age groups;

Whereas many children who experience a
stroke will suffer serious, long-term neuro-
logical disabilities, including—

(1) hemiplegia, which is paralysis of 1 side
of the body;

(2) seizures;

(3) speech and vision problems; and

(4) learning difficulties;

Whereas those disabilities may require on-
going physical therapy and surgeries;

Whereas the permanent health concerns
and treatments resulting from strokes that
occur during childhood and young adulthood
have a considerable impact on children, fam-
ilies, and society;

Whereas very little is known about the
cause, treatment, and prevention of child-
hood stroke;

Whereas medical research is the only
means by which the citizens of the United
States can identify and develop effective
treatment and prevention strategies for
childhood stroke;

Whereas early diagnosis and treatment of
childhood stroke greatly improves the
chances that the affected child will recover
and not experience a recurrence; and

Whereas the Children’s Hospital of Phila-
delphia should be commended for its initia-
tive in creating the Nation’s first program
dedicated to pediatric stroke patients: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates May 5, 2007 as ‘‘National
Childhood Stroke Awareness Day’’; and

(2) urges the people of the United States to
support the efforts, programs, services, and
advocacy of organizations that work to en-
hance public awareness of childhood stroke.

————

URGING ALL MEMBER COUNTRIES
OF THE INTERNATIONAL COM-
MISSION OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL TRACING SERVICE TO
EXPEDITE THE RATIFICATION
PROCESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee be discharged from
further consideration of S. Res. 141.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. The clerk will report the resolu-
tion by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 141) urging all mem-
ber countries of the International Commis-
sion of the International Tracing Service
who have yet to ratify the May 2006 amend-
ments to the 1955 Bonn Accords to expedite
the ratification process to allow for open ac-
cess to the Holocaust archives located at Bad
Arolsen, Germany.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be agreed to, the
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preamble be agreed to, the motion to
reconsider be laid on the table, and any
statements be printed in the RECORD.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 141

Whereas the International Tracing Service
(ITS) archives located in Bad Arolsen, Ger-
many, which are administered by the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross, con-
tain an estimated 50,000,000 records on the
fates of some 17,500,000 individual victims of
Nazi war crimes;

Whereas the ITS archives at Bad Arolsen
remain the largest closed Holocaust-era ar-
chives in the world;

Whereas, although access to individual
records can be requested by Holocaust sur-
vivors and their descendants, many who have
requested information from the ITS archives
have reported facing significant delays and
even unresponsiveness;

Whereas the ITS archives remain inacces-
sible to researchers and research institu-
tions;

Whereas the Agreement Constituting an
International Commission for the Inter-
national Tracing Service, signed at Bonn
June 6, 1955 (6 UST 6186) (commonly known
as the “Bonn Accords’’) established an inter-
national commission of 11 member countries
(Belgium, France, Germany, Greece, Israel,
Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Poland,
the United Kingdom, and the United States)
charged with overseeing the administration
of the ITS Holocaust archives;

Whereas, following years of delay, in May
2006 in Luxembourg, the International Com-
mission of the ITS agreed upon amendments
to the Bonn Accords that would allow re-
searchers to use the archives and would
allow each member country of the Inter-
national Commission to receive digitized
copies of archive materials and make the
records available to researchers under the re-
spective national laws relating to archives
and privacy;

Whereas the May 2006 amendments to the
Bonn Accords require each of the 11 member
countries of the International Commission
to ratify the amendments before open access
to the Holocaust archives is permitted;

Whereas, although the final signature was
affixed to the amendments in October 2006,
only 5 out of the 11 member countries of the
International Commission, the TUnited
States, Israel, Poland, the Netherlands, and
the United Kingdom, have ratified the
amendments;

Whereas the United States Holocaust Me-
morial Museum has for years been working
tirelessly to provide public access to the ma-
terials in the Bad Arolsen archives;

Whereas, on March 8, 2007, representatives
from the 11 member countries of the Inter-
national Commission of the ITS met in the
Netherlands and reviewed the current ratifi-
cation status of each country and the ratifi-
cation process in its entirety;

Whereas it is a moral and humanitarian
imperative to permit public access to the
millions of Holocaust records housed at Bad
Arolsen;

Whereas it is essential that researchers ob-
tain access while Holocaust survivors are liv-
ing, so that the researchers can benefit in
their scholarly work from the insights of
eyewitnesses;

Whereas, in the aftermath of the Holo-
caust, there have been far too many in-

141) was

S5435

stances of survivors and heirs of Holocaust
victims being refused their moral and legal
right to information, for restitution pur-
poses, slave labor compensation, and per-
sonal closure;

Whereas opening the historic records is a
vital contribution to the world’s collective
memory and understanding of the Holocaust
and efforts to ensure that the anti-Semitism
that made such horrors possible is never
again permitted to take hold;

Whereas anti-Semitism has seen a resur-
gence in recent years, and as recently as De-
cember 2006, the President of Iran, Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad, held the second Holocaust de-
nial conference in Tehran in one year; and

Whereas in light of this conference, the
anti-Semitic rhetoric of President
Ahmadinejad, and a resurgence of anti-Semi-
tism in part of the world, the opening of the
archives at Bad Arolsen could not be more
urgent: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commends in the strongest terms all
countries that have to date ratified the
amendments to the Agreement Constituting
an International Commission for the Inter-
national Tracing Service, signed at Bonn
June 6, 1955 (6 UST 6186) (commonly known
as the ‘“Bonn Accords’) to allow for open ac-
cess to the Holocaust archives of the Inter-
national Tracing Service (ITS) located at
Bad Arolsen, Germany;

(2) commends the countries that have com-
mitted to expedite the process of releasing
the archives and expects those countries to
abide by their commitments;

(3) strongly urges all countries that have
to yet to ratify the amendments to abide by
the treaty obligations made in May 2006 and
to expedite the ratification of the amend-
ments;

(4) strongly urges all member countries of
the International Commission of the ITS to
consider the short time left to Holocaust
survivors and unanimously consent to open
the ITS archives should all countries not
ratify the amendments by May 2007;

(5) expresses the hope that bureaucratic
and diplomatic processes will not further
delay this process; and

(6) refuses to forget the murder of 6,000,000
Jews and more than 5,000,000 other victims
during the Holocaust by Nazi perpetrators
and their collaborators.

——
DESIGNATING APRIL 30, 2007, AS
“DIA. DE LOS NINOS: CELE-

BRATING YOUNG AMERICANS”

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Judiciary Com-
mittee be discharged from consider-
ation of S. Res. 177.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. The clerk will report the resolu-
tion by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 177) designating April
30, 2007, as ‘“‘Dia de los Ninos: Celebrating
Young Americans,”” and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, the motion to
reconsider be laid on the table, and any
statements be printed in the RECORD
with no intervening action or debate.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

177) was
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The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:
S. REsS. 177

Whereas many nations throughout the
world, and especially within the Western
hemisphere, celebrate “Dia de los Nifios”’, or
“Day of the Children” on the 30th of April, in
recognition and celebration of their coun-
try’s future—their children;

Whereas children represent the hopes and
dreams of the people of the United States;

Whereas children are the center of Amer-
ican families;

Whereas children should be nurtured and
invested in to preserve and enhance eco-
nomic prosperity, democracy, and the Amer-
ican spirit;

Whereas Hispanics in the United States,
the youngest and fastest growing ethnic
community in the Nation, continue the tra-
dition of honoring their children on this day,
and wish to share this custom with the rest
of the Nation;

Whereas it is projected that by the year
2050, 1 in 4 Americans will be of Hispanic de-
scent, and currently approximately 12,300,000
Hispanic children live in the United States;

Whereas traditional Hispanic family life
centers largely on children;

Whereas the primary teachers of family
values, morality, and culture are parents and
family members, and we rely on children to
pass on these family values, morals, and cul-
ture to future generations;

Whereas more than 500,000 children drop
out of school each year, 138,000 of whom are
Hispanic, and these dropout rates are unac-
ceptably high;

Whereas the importance of literacy and
education are most often communicated to
children through family members;

Whereas families should be encouraged to
engage in family and community activities
that include extended and elderly family
members and encourage children to explore,
develop confidence, and pursue their dreams;

Whereas the designation of a day to honor
the children of the United States will help
affirm for the people of the United States the
significance of family, education, and com-
munity;

Whereas the designation of a day of special
recognition for the children of the United
States will provide an opportunity for chil-
dren to reflect on their future, to articulate
their dreams and aspirations, and to find
comfort and security in the support of their
family members and communities;

Whereas the National Latino Children’s In-
stitute, serving as a voice for children, has
worked with cities throughout the country
to declare April 30 as ““Dia de los Nifios: Cele-
brating Young Americans’’—a day to bring
together Hispanics and other communities
nationwide to celebrate and uplift children;
and

Whereas the children of a nation are the
responsibility of all its people, and people
should be encouraged to celebrate the gifts
of children to society—their curiosity,
laughter, faith, energy, spirit, hopes, and
dreams: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 30, 2007, as ‘“‘Dia de los
Ninos: Celebrating Young Americans’’; and

(2) calls on the people of the United States
to join with all children, families, organiza-
tions, communities, churches, cities, and
States across the United States to observe
the day with appropriate ceremonies, includ-
ing activities that—

(A) center around children, and are free or
minimal in cost so as to encourage and fa-
cilitate the participation of all our people;

(B) are positive and uplifting and that help
children express their hopes and dreams;
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(C) provide opportunities for children of all
backgrounds to learn about one another’s
cultures and to share ideas;

(D) include all members of the family, es-
pecially extended and elderly family mem-
bers, so as to promote greater communica-
tion among the generations within a family,
enabling children to appreciate and benefit
from the experiences and wisdom of their el-
derly family members;

(E) provide opportunities for families with-
in a community to get acquainted; and

(F) provide children with the support they
need to develop skills and confidence, and to
find the inner strength—the will and fire of
the human spirit—to make their dreams
come true.

———
THE CALENDAR

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed en bloc to the consideration of
the following calendar items: Calendar
No. 121, S. Res. 116; Calendar No. 122, S.
Res. 125; Calendar No. 123, S. Res. 146;
and Calendar No. 124, S. Res. 162.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the resolutions be agreed to en
bloc; the amendment to the preamble,
where applicable, be agreed to; the pre-
ambles, as amended if amended, be
agreed to en bloc; the motions to re-
consider be laid upon the table en bloc;
that the consideration of these items
appear separately in the RECORD and
any statements be printed in the
RECORD.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

DESIGNATING MAY 2007 AS “NA-
TIONAL AUTOIMMUNE DISEASES
AWARENESS MONTH”

The resolution (S. Res. 116) desig-
nating May 2007 as ‘‘National Auto-
immune Diseases Awareness Month”
and supporting efforts to increase
awareness of autoimmune diseases and
increase funding for autoimmune dis-
ease research was agreed to; as follows:

S. REs. 116

Whereas autoimmune diseases are chronic,
disabling diseases in which underlying de-
fects in the immune system lead the body to
attack its own organs and tissues;

Whereas autoimmune diseases can affect
any part of the body, including the blood,
blood vessels, muscles, nervous system, gas-
trointestinal tract, endocrine glands, and
multiple-organ systems, and can be life-
threatening;

Whereas researchers have identified over 80
different autoimmune diseases, and suspect
at least 40 additional diseases of qualifying
as autoimmune diseases;

Whereas researchers have identified a close
genetic relationship and a common pathway
of disease that exists among autoimmune
diseases, explaining the clustering of auto-
immune diseases in individuals and families;

Whereas the family of autoimmune dis-
eases is under-recognized, and poses a major
health care challenge to the United States;

Whereas the National Institutes of Health
(NIH) estimates that autoimmune diseases
afflict up to 23,500,000 people in the United
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States, 75 percent of the people affected are
women, and the prevalence of autoimmune
diseases is rising;

Whereas NIH estimates the annual direct
health care costs associated with auto-
immune diseases at more than $100,000,000,000
and there are over 250,000 new diagnoses each
year;

Whereas autoimmune diseases are among
the top 10 leading causes of death in female
children and adult women;

Whereas autoimmune diseases most often
affect children and young adults, leading to
a lifetime of disability;

Whereas diagnostic tests for most auto-
immune diseases are not standardized, mak-
ing autoimmune diseases very difficult to di-
agnose;

Whereas, because autoimmune diseases are
difficult to diagnose, treatment is often de-
layed, resulting in irreparable organ damage
and unnecessary suffering;

Whereas the Institute of Medicine of the
National Academies reported that the United
States is behind other countries in research
into immune system self-recognition, the
cause of autoimmune diseases;

Whereas a study by the American Auto-
immune Related Diseases Association re-
vealed that it takes the average patient with
an autoimmune disease more than 4 years,
and costs more than $50,000, to get a correct
diagnosis;

Whereas there is a significant need for
more collaboration and cross-fertilization of
basic autoimmune research;

Whereas there is a significant need for re-
search focusing on the etiology of all auto-
immune-related diseases, to increase under-
standing of the root causes of these diseases
rather treating the symptoms after the dis-
ease has had its destructive effect;

Whereas the National Coalition of Auto-
immune Patient Groups is a coalition of na-
tional organizations focused on autoimmune
diseases working to consolidate the voices of
patients with autoimmune diseases and to
promote increased education, awareness, and
research into all aspects of autoimmune dis-
eases through a collaborative approach; and

Whereas designating May 2007 as ‘‘National
Autoimmune Diseases Awareness Month”
would help educate the public about auto-
immune diseases and the need for research
funding, accurate diagnosis, and effective
treatments: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates May 2007 as ‘“‘National Auto-
immune Diseases Awareness Month’’;

(2) supports the efforts of health care pro-
viders and autoimmune patient advocacy
and education organizations to increase
awareness of the causes of, and treatments
for, autoimmune diseases; and

(3) supports the goal of increasing Federal
funding for aggressive research to learn the
root causes of autoimmune diseases, as well
as the best diagnostic methods and treat-
ments for people with autoimmune diseases.

ENDANGERED SPECIES DAY

The resolution (S. Res. 125) desig-
nating May 18, 2007, as ‘‘Endangered
Species Day,” and encouraging the peo-
ple of the United States to become edu-
cated about, and aware of, threats to
species, success stories in species re-
covery, and the opportunity to pro-
mote species conservation worldwide,
was agreed to. The preamble was
agreed to. The resolution (S. Res. 125),
with its preamble, reads as follows:
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