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Senate 
The Senate met at 2 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable MARIA 
CANTWELL, a Senator from the State of 
Washington. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal Spirit, evermore creating: 

About us today are needs unattended 
and problems unsolved. Use the hearts 
and hands of our lawmakers to lift bur-
dens and liberate lives. Give our Sen-
ators the wisdom that will lead them 
to know what must be done to make a 
better world. Open their ears to hear 
the cries of those on life’s margins. In-
fuse them with courage to act by bring-
ing relief and release to those who are 
bruised by life’s storms. Whisper words 
of counsel to our leaders, particularly 
during their moments of important de-
cisionmaking. As they seek to honor 
You, give them a deeper understanding 
of Your ways. 

And, Lord, help them to do the very 
best they can each day, leaving the re-
sults to You. 

We end this prayer by asking You to 
comfort those affected by the tragedy 
at Virginia Tech. 

We pray in Your sovereign Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable MARIA CANTWELL 
led the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read a communication to the 
Senate from the President pro tempore 
(Mr. BYRD). 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington DC, April 16, 2007. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule 1, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable MARIA CANTWELL, a 
Senator from the State of Washington, to 
perform the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Ms. CANTWELL thereupon assumed 
the chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Madam President, today 
the Senate will conduct morning busi-
ness for a period of 60 minutes, with 
Senators permitted to speak for up to 
10 minutes each. Following morning 
business, the Senate will resume con-
sideration of S. 372, the Intelligence au-
thorization bill. 

Once the Senate resumes the bill, 
Senator ROCKEFELLER, the majority 
manager, will be recognized to offer a 
managers’ amendment on behalf of 
himself and Senator BOND. A cloture 
vote on the bill will occur this after-
noon at 5:30. That will be the first vote 
of the week. Members have until 2:30 to 
file any first-degree amendments. 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

I ask unanimous consent that Mem-
bers have until 5 p.m. today to file sec-
ond-degree amendments. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. REID. Also, during today’s ses-
sion I will move to proceed to S. 3, the 
prescription drug bill that was reported 
by the Finance Committee last 
evening. 

I ask unanimous consent, regarding 
any germane and timely filed first-de-
gree amendment under rule XXII, with 
respect to cloture on S. 372, that it be 
in order for the amendment instruction 
line to be modified to comport to the 
managers’ amendment. 

Before the Chair rules on my request, 
I make this request since we are in a 
situation where the managers will offer 
an amendment at 3 p.m., which must 
be filed by 2:30, the filing deadline for 
first-degree amendments, and Members 
will not have an opportunity to review 
the amendment prior to the time for 
filing their amendments. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

TRAGEDY AT VIRGINIA TECH 

Mr. REID. Madam President, as men-
tioned in the prayer by Admiral Black, 
today America suffered a tragedy that 
defies our ability to comprehend. The 
news out of Virginia Tech and 
Blacksburg is still breaking. We don’t 
know yet all the facts except there are 
22 dead, at least 28 wounded. But what 
we do know breaks our hearts and 
shakes us to our very core. For now, we 
can only offer our thoughts and our 
prayers in our individual ways. 

One of my good friends is the athletic 
director of Virginia Tech. He formerly 
was the athletic director at UNLV— 
Jim Weaver, a wonderful man. He has 
done such a great job with that pro-
gram. The Virginia Tech program has 
received such notoriety—positive in re-
cent years because of their athletic 
program. They also have a great aca-
demic program. 

We all pray for the students, faculty 
members, and the families of the Vir-
ginia Tech community and do hope for 
a speedy recovery of the wounded. 

We pray that America can find the 
strength, which we will find, to over-
come our grief and outrage as we face 
yet another tragedy. 
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I think it would be appropriate, 

Madam President, if the distinguished 
Republican leader wishes to say some-
thing about this tragedy, that after he 
does, I ask for a moment of silence for 
the faculty, the students, the adminis-
tration, and everyone in Virginia 
Tech—and our country, really. A mo-
ment of silence. 

Does the Senator wish to speak? 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The minority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

TRAGEDY AT VIRGINIA TECH 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
let me just, on this side of the aisle, 
offer my condolences for this unspeak-
able tragedy to which the majority 
leader has been referring and join him 
in calling for a moment of silence. 

(Moment of silence.) 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

JACKIE ROBINSON 

Mr. REID. Madam President, in July 
of 1944, 11 years before Rosa Parks be-
came the mother of the civil rights 
movement, an African-American sec-
ond lieutenant of the U.S. Navy was 
court-martialed on charges of insubor-
dination for refusing to move to the 
back of a segregated military bus. 
Three years later, and 60 years ago yes-
terday, that second lieutenant was in-
subordinate to bigotry once again—this 
time by breaking Major League Base-
ball’s color barrier. His name was 
Jackie Robinson. 

When Dodgers owner Branch Ricky 
brought Jackie Robinson to the Major 
Leagues, many asked: Why Jackie Rob-
inson? After all, the Negro League was 
filled with talented players from whom 
to choose. Many were much younger 
than Jackie Robinson; some, perhaps, 
even better athletes. The answer, of 
course, was integrity, character. 

Branch Ricky knew that this trail-
blazing ballplayer would have to be 
both an athlete and a role model—a 
role model for African Americans and 
for all Americans—and no one was bet-
ter suited to that great challenge than 
Jackie Robinson. 

When Jackie Robinson crossed the 
chalk lines at Ebbitt’s Field that day, 
he carried the weight of a nation along 
with him. On one shoulder were the 
catcalls, obscene gestures, and even 
threats from fans, opposing players, 
and even some of his own teammates. 
But on the other shoulder were the 
dreams of Blacks, and all Americans, 
that our country could one day fulfill 
its destiny of equality in deeds and not 
just in words. 

Jackie’s career accomplishments 
alone would have been enough to earn 

our admiration: Rookie of the Year, 6 
All-Star games, Most Valuable Player 
Award, and a World Series champion-
ship. 

Yesterday, I was visiting my daugh-
ter, and especially my grandchildren, 
here in the Washington, DC, area. I 
have three grandchildren here. My 16- 
year-old grandchild, Mattie, was going 
to have to give a talk to a group of 
young people. She said she only needed 
to talk for a couple of minutes. What 
could she talk about? 

I said: Mattie, why don’t you talk 
about Jackie Robinson? Tell them 
what a great athlete he was. But he 
isn’t known today because he was a 
great athlete and stole home more 
than any other baseball player and did 
all the great things athletically; he is 
famous today because of his integrity. 
So that is what Mattie spoke to her 
friends about. 

Jackie Robinson is now a legend. He 
taught a generation of African-Amer-
ican children that they, too, must be, 
on occasion, insubordinate to injustice 
whenever they find it, whether on a bus 
or on a ballfield or in a board room. 
Sixty years later that lesson still rings 
true, from Brooklyn to Los Angeles 
and every town and city in between. 

America is a better place because of 
the integrity of Jackie Robinson. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The minority leader. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
when I was a youngster, I became a fan 
of the Brooklyn Dodgers for two rea-
sons. One was because of Jackie Robin-
son. The distinguished majority leader 
was just referring to his history-mak-
ing appearance in a Major League uni-
form for the first time. The other was 
for a Louisville teammate of his named 
Pee Wee Reese. He was the one who 
made, really, a kind of public display 
of welcoming Robinson amid some of 
the boos and catcalls he got in the 
early games when he first played. 

Reese went over and put his hand on 
Jackie Robinson’s shoulder. Since he 
was from the South, I think it was an 
indication that Robinson was certainly 
going to be accepted by his teammates 
and by the rest of the league shortly 
thereafter and certainly ought to be 
accepted by the fans as well. 

It was a period during which the 
character of people was being meas-
ured; the character of Jackie Robinson 
in being willing to take on this chal-
lenge and tear down this barrier for the 
first time in American history, and the 
character of those with whom he was 
going to be playing. Would they accept 
him or would they not? 

It was a great Kentuckian, Pee Wee 
Reese, who made it clear that Jackie 
Robinson was going to be accepted. It 
was the beginning of a great thing that 
our country did and, of course, was a 
breakthrough for many of the subse-
quent developments that occurred over 
the years in improving race relations 
in our country. We are proud to honor 
the memory of Jackie Robinson. 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

SPECIALIST MICHAEL R. HAYES 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

our Nation owes a debt of gratitude to 
the brave men and women who fight to 
preserve it, a debt so great that a trib-
ute befitting their sacrifice may well 
lie beyond our power to express it. Nev-
ertheless, I ask the Senate to pause 
today in loving memory of SPC Mi-
chael R. Hayes of Morgantown, KY. He 
was 29 years old. 

Specialist Hayes of the Kentucky Na-
tional Guard died in support of Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom on June 14, 2005, 
when a rocket-propelled grenade 
struck his humvee while he was secur-
ing a roadside bomb site in Baghdad. 

Earlier that year, he had served val-
iantly in a brutal 30-minute firefight in 
which 10 guardsmen fought off dozens 
of Iraqi attackers, killing 26 anti- 
American fighters. 

For his actions as a guardsman, Spe-
cialist Hayes earned several medals 
and awards, including the Bronze Star 
and the Purple Heart. 

It is certainly sad but perhaps fitting 
that Mike would be taken from us 
while helping his fellow soldiers. Help-
ing others was one of the defining fea-
tures of Michael Hayes’ life. 

When Mike wasn’t yet 5 years old, he 
was joined by his little brother, Jamie. 
Soon after returning home from the 
hospital, his mother, Barkley Hayes, 
heard newborn Jamie crying in his 
crib. 

Before she could get to him, however, 
Mike met her in the hallway, Jamie in 
his arms, saying, ‘‘Mommy, help him 
to stop crying!’’ 

Mike continued to look after Jamie 
and younger sister Melissa when all 
three served in the Guard’s 617th Mili-
tary Police Company and were sta-
tioned in Iraq at the same time. His 
loving relationship with his family was 
something Mike cherished. 

Mike was also part of another family, 
his soccer family. David Hocker, a 
friend that Mike was close to, de-
scribed Mike’s love for the game suc-
cinctly: ‘‘I have never in my life met 
anyone who loved soccer more than 
that man.’’ 

Mike was a member of the inaugural 
soccer team during his sophomore year 
at Greenwood High School in Bowling 
Green, KY, where he was born and 
raised. A leader on and off the field, he 
helped solidify the fledgling program. 

He wasn’t a bad player, either. Mike 
earned All-Region and Player of the 
Year honors at Greenwood, and to this 
day remains the first and only member 
of the school’s Athletics Hall of Fame. 

According to his coach, Todd Tolbert, 
Mike was the kind of player that made 
a coach’s job easier. Coach Tolbert 
wanted his other players to watch and 
emulate his dedication, effort and 
sportsmanship. In the words of Coach 
Tolbert, Mike ‘‘reached as far as he 
could reach, and got there. ‘‘ 

His determination and leadership, 
Coach Tolbert recalls, helped establish 
Greenwood soccer’s reputation among 
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