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decisions and reduces the confusion caused
by the increasingly complex economy of the
United States;

Whereas a greater understanding of, and
familiarity with, financial markets and in-
stitutions will lead to increased economic
activity and growth;

Whereas, in 2003, Congress found it impor-
tant to coordinate Federal financial literacy
efforts and formulate a national strategy;
and

Whereas, in light of that finding, Congress
established the Financial Literacy and Edu-
cation Commission and designated the Office
of Financial Education of the Department of
the Treasury to provide support for the Com-
mission: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 2007 as ‘‘Financial Lit-
eracy Month” to raise public awareness
about—

(A) the importance of financial education
in the United States; and

(B) the serious consequences that may re-
sult from a lack of understanding about per-
sonal finances; and

(2) calls on the Federal Government,
States, localities, schools, nonprofit organi-
zations, businesses, and the people of the
United States to observe the month with ap-
propriate programs and activities.

NATIONAL CUSHING’S SYNDROME
AWARENESS DAY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the consideration of S. Res. 127.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 127) designating April
8, 2007 as ‘‘National Cushing’s Syndrome
Awareness Day.”’

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I rise
today to have proudly introduced a res-
olution designating April 8, 2007, as
‘““National Cushing’s Syndrome Aware-
ness Day.” I have long been dedicated
to quality health care and therefore
seek to raise awareness of this debili-
tating disorder that affects an esti-
mated 10 to 15 people per million.

I seek your help in raising awareness
of Cushing’s Syndrome, which is an en-
docrine or hormonal disorder caused by
prolonged exposure of the body’s tissue
to high levels of the hormone cortisol.
Though it can lead to death, Cushing’s
Syndrome often goes undiagnosed or
misdiagnosed because the initial symp-
toms are shared with a number of mild-
er ailments. These symptoms include,
but are not limited to, abnormal
weight gain, skin changes, fatigue, dia-
betes, high blood pressure, depression,
and osteoporosis.

Cushing’s Syndrome can take a vari-
ety of forms. Normally, the
hypothalamus, a part of the brain
which is about the size of a small sugar
cube, stimulates the pituitary gland,
the adrenal glands, and then the kid-
neys, which release cortisol into the
bloodstream. High levels of cortisol
can result from overproducing cortisol
or from taking glucocorticoid hor-
mones, which are routinely prescribed
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for asthma, rheumatoid arthritis,
lupus, and other inflammatory dis-
eases.

Doctors can detect Cushing’s Syn-
drome through a series of tests, often
using x-rays to examine adrenal or pi-
tuitary glands to locate tumors. How-
ever, since awareness of the syndrome
is low, doctors do not always run these
tests, and patients do not know to ask
for them. Therefore, treatment often
comes later than it should for victims
of Cushing’s Syndrome. Potential
treatments for Cushing’s Syndrome in-
clude surgery, radiation, chemo-
therapy, cortisol-inhibiting drugs, or
reducing the dosage of glucocorticoid
hormones.

The need for heightened awareness of
Cushing’s Syndrome was brought to
my attention by constituents who suf-
fer from this dangerous disease. For
the sake of these individuals and for
the benefit of sufferers in your own
State and around the Nation, I ask you
to join me in this effort to raise aware-
ness of Cushing’s Syndrome.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
and the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 127

Whereas Cushing’s Syndrome annually af-
fects an estimated 10 to 15 people per mil-
lion, most of whom are currently between
the ages of 20 and 50;

Whereas Cushing’s Syndrome is an endo-
crine or hormonal disorder caused by pro-
longed exposure of the body’s tissue to high
levels of the hormone cortisol;

Whereas exposure to cortisol can occur by
overproduction in the body or by taking
glucocrticoid hormones, which are routinely
prescribed for asthma, rheumatoid arthritis,
lupus, or as an immunosuppressant following
transplantation;

Whereas the syndrome may also result
from pituitary adenomas, ectopic ACTH syn-
drome, adrenal tumors, and Familial Cush-
ing’s Syndrome;

Whereas Cushing’s Syndrome can cause ab-
normal weight gain, skin changes, and fa-
tigue and ultimately lead to diabetes, high
blood pressure, depression, osteoporosis, and
death;

Whereas Cushing’s Syndrome is diagnosed
through a series of tests, often requiring x-
ray examinations of adrenal or pituitary
glands to locate tumors;

Whereas many people who suffer from
Cushing’s Syndrome are misdiagnosed or go
undiagnosed for years because many of the
symptoms are mirrored in milder diseases,
thereby delaying important treatment op-
tions;

Whereas treatments for Cushing’s Syn-
drome include surgery, radiation, chemo-
therapy, cortisol-inhibiting drugs, and reduc-
ing the dosage of glucocorticoid hormones;

Whereas Cushing’s Syndrome was discov-
ered by Dr. Harvey Williams Cushing, who
was born on April 8th, 1869;

Whereas the Dr. Harvey Cushing stamp was
part of the United States Postal Service’s
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“‘Great American” series, initiated in 1980 to
recognize individuals for making significant
contributions to the heritage and culture of
the United States;

Whereas President Ronald Reagan spoke
on April 8, 1987, in the Rose Garden at a
White House ceremony to unveil the com-
memorative stamp honoring Dr. Harvey
Cushing;

Whereas following the ceremony, President
Reagan hosted a reception in the State Din-
ing Room for Mrs. John Hay Whitney, Dr.
Cushing’s daughter, and representatives of
the American Association of Neurological
Surgeons; and

Whereas the Senate is an institution that
can raise awareness in the general public and
the medical community of Cushing’s Syn-
drome; Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 8, 2007, as ‘‘National
Cushing’s Syndrome Awareness Day’’;

(2) recognizes that all Americans should
become more informed and aware of Cush-
ing’s Syndrome;

(3) Calls upon the people of the United
States to observe the date with appropriate
ceremonies and activities; and

(4) directs the Secretary of the Senate to
transmit a copy of this resolution to the
Cushing’s Understanding, Support & Help Or-
ganization.

AUTHORIZING LEGAL COUNSEL
REPRESENTATION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the consideration of S. Res. 128.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 128) to authorize tes-
timony, document production, and legal rep-
resentation in United States v. Philip G.
Balcombe, Sansi G. Coonan, John S. Dear,
Jan Lustig, Michella A. Marusa, Martin J.
Ryan, Eleanore M. Vouselas, and Bruno Kel-
ler.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, this resolu-
tion concerns a request for testimony,
documents, and representation in an
action pending in Federal district
court in Albuquerque, NM. In this ac-
tion, antiwar protesters have been
charged with failure to comply with of-
ficial signs and directions for refusing
repeated requests by law enforcement
officials and building management to
leave the office building housing Sen-
ator PETE DOMENICI’s Sante Fe, NM, of-
fice on September 26, 2006. A trial of
these defendants is scheduled to com-
mence on April 12, 2007. The prosecu-
tion has requested that a member of
the Senator’s staff who had conversa-
tions with the defendants during the
events in question testify and produce
any relevant documents. Senator
DoMENICI would like to cooperate by
providing testimony and any relevant
documents from his staff. This resolu-
tion would authorize that staff mem-
ber, and any other employee of Senator
DOMENICI’s office from whom evidence
may be required, to testify and produce
documents in connection with this ac-
tion, with representation by the Senate
legal counsel.
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Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, the motion
to reconsider be laid upon the table,
and that any statements relating to
this matter be printed in the RECORD,
with no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 128

Whereas, in the case of United States v.
Philip G. Balcombe, Sani G. Coonan, John S.
Dear, Jan Lustig, Michella A. Marusa, Martin
J. Ryan, Eleanore M. Vouselas, and Bruno Kel-
ler, Cr. No. 07-207, pending in federal district
court in Albuquerque, New Mexico, testi-
mony and documents have been requested
from Maggie Murray, an employee in the of-
fice of Senator Pete Domenici;

Whereas, pursuant to sections 703(a) and
704(a)(2) of the Ethics in Government Act of
1978, 2 U.S.C. §§288b(a) and 288c(a)(2), the
Senate may direct its counsel to represent
employees of the Senate with respect to any
subpoena, order, or request for testimony re-
lating to their official responsibilities;

Whereas, by the privileges of the Senate of
the United States and Rule XI of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, no evidence under
the control or in the possession of the Senate
may, by the judicial or administrative proc-
ess, be taken from such control or possession
but by permission of the Senate;

Whereas, when it appears that evidence
under the control or in the possession of the
Senate may promote the administration of
justice, the Senate will take such action as
will promote the ends of justice consistent
with the privileges of the Senate: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved that Maggie Murray and any
other employees of Senator Domenici’s office
from whom testimony or the production of
documents may be required are authorized to
testify and produce documents in the case of
United States v. Philip G. Balcombe, Sansi G.
Coonan, John S. Dear, Jan Lustig, Michella A.
Marusa, Martin J. Ryan, Eleanore M. Vouselas,
and Bruno Keller, except concerning matters
for which a privilege should be asserted.

Sec. 2. The Senate Legal Counsel is author-
ized to represent Maggie Murray and other
employees of Senator Domenici’s staff in the
actions referenced in section one of this reso-
lution.
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AUTHORIZING LEGAL COUNSEL
REPRESENTATION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of S.
Res. 129 which was submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 129) to authorize tes-
timony, document production, and legal rep-
resentation in State of Alaska v. Robert S.
Mulford and Don G. Muller.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, this resolu-
tion concerns a request for testimony,
documents, and representation in ac-
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tions pending in state court in Fair-
banks, AK. In these actions, two anti-
war protesters have been charged with
criminal trespass for refusing repeated
requests by building management and
local police to leave Senator TED STE-
VENS’ Fairbanks, AK office on Feb-
ruary 20, 2007. A trial of these defend-
ants is scheduled to commence on April
5, 2007. The prosecution has subpoenaed
testimony and documents from a mem-
ber of the Senator’s staff who had con-
versations with the defendants during
the events in question. Senator STE-
VENS would like to cooperate by pro-
viding testimony and any relevant doc-
uments from his staff. This resolution
would authorize that staff member, and
any other employee of Senator STE-
VENS’ office from whom evidence may
be required, to testify and produce doc-
uments in connection with this action,
with representation by the Senate
Legal Counsel.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motion to reconsider be laid upon
the table, and any statements relating
to this matter be printed in the
RECORD, and that there be no inter-
vening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 129

Whereas, in the cases of State of Alaska v.
Robert S. Mulford (Cr. No. 4FA-07-547) and
Don G. Muller (Cr. No. 4FA-07-548), pending
in state court in Fairbanks, Alaska, testi-
mony and documents have been requested
from Diane Hutchison, an employee in the
office of Senator Ted Stevens;

Whereas, pursuant to sections 703(a) and
704(a)(2) of the Ethics in Government Act of
1978, 2 U.S.C. §§288b(a) and 288c(a)(2), the
Senate may direct its counsel to represent
employees of the Senate with respect to any
subpoena, order, or request for testimony re-
lating to their official responsibilities;

Whereas, by the privileges of the Senate of
the United States and Rule XI of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, no evidence under
the control or in the possession of the Senate
may, by the judicial or administrative proc-
ess, be taken from such control or possession
but by permission of the Senate;

Whereas, when it appears that evidence
under the control or in the possession of the
Senate may promote the administration of
justice, the Senate will take such action as
will promote the ends of justice consistent
with the privileges of the Senate: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That Diane Hutchison and any
other employees of Senator Stevens’ office
from whom testimony or the production of
documents may be required are authorized to
testify and produce documents in the cases
of State of Alaska v. Robert S. Mulford and
Don G. Muller, except concerning matters
for which a privilege should be asserted.

SEC. 2. The Senate Legal Counsel is author-
ized to represent Diane Hutchison and other
employees of Senator Stevens’ staff in the
actions referenced in section one of this reso-
lution.
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TO AWARD A CONGRESSIONAL
GOLD MEDAL TO MICHAEL ELLIS
DEBAKEY, M.D.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs be
discharged from further consideration
of S. 474 and that the Senate proceed to
its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 474) to award a congressional gold
medal to Michael Ellis DeBakey, M.D.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President,
today the Senate will unanimously
pass S. 474, a bill I introduced to award
a Congressional Gold Medal—the high-
est civilian award which may be be-
stowed by the United States Congress—
to my dear friend, Dr. Michael
DeBakey. I thank my colleagues for
joining me in recognizing and honoring
Dr. Deakey for his lifetime of medical
achievement and public service. 1
would especially like to thank my
friend and colleague from Louisiana,
Senator MARY LANDRIEU. She joined
me in circulating a letter to our Senate
colleagues on this bill, and she was
very helpful in gathering key co-spon-
sors needed to pass this legislation
today.

Dr. DeBakey is currently in Texas re-
covering from the very type of heart
operation he pioneered. At the age of
98, he is the oldest survivor of the oper-
ation he developed to repair a damaged
aorta, the main artery from the heart.
I certainly wish him well as he con-
tinues to recover from this major oper-
ation. I would also like to take this op-
portunity to thank him once again for
his lifetime of commitment and service
not only to the medical community but
to the world and strongly encourage
my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to pass this legislation as
soon as possible.

I ask unanimous consent that the
text of the Dear Colleague letter for S.
474 be printed in the RECORD, and I re-
quest that Senator LANDRIEU be added
as an original cosponsor of this bill be-
cause without her help, this bill would
not have passed.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

U.S. SENATE,
Washington, DC, March 6, 2007.

DEAR COLLEAGUE: Please join us in recog-
nizing Dr. Michael DeBakey, a public servant
and world-renowned cardiologist, for his
many outstanding achievements in the field
of medicine. We encourage you to co-sponsor
S. 474, a bill to award Dr. DeBakey the Con-
gressional Gold Medal. This is the highest
award which may be bestowed by the United
Stated Congress, and Dr. DeBakey is most
deserving.

Dr. Michael DeBakey, a native of Lou-
isiana and graduate of the Tulane University
School of Medicine, is a pioneer in every
sense of the word. His long and distinguished
career has impacted nearly every aspect of
modern medicine.
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