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(1) HERITAGE AREA.—The term ‘‘Heritage 

Area’’ means the Land Between the Rivers 
National Heritage Area established by sec-
tion 4(a). 

(2) MANAGEMENT ENTITY.—The term ‘‘man-
agement entity’’ means the management en-
tity for the Heritage Area designated by sec-
tion 4(c). 

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior. 

(4) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means the 
State of Illinois. 
SEC. 4. LAND BETWEEN THE RIVERS NATIONAL 

HERITAGE AREA. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 

in the State the Land Between the Rivers 
National Heritage Area. 

(b) BOUNDARIES.—The Heritage Area shall 
include— 

(1) Kincaid Mound, Fort de Chartres, 
Kaskaskia, Fort Massac, Wilkinsonville 
Contonment, the Lewis and Clark Sculpture, 
Flat Boat, Cave-in-Rock, the Shawneetown 
Bank Building, the Iron Furnace, the 
Crenshaw ‘‘Slave House,’’ Roots House, the 
site of the Lincoln-Douglas debate, certain 
sites associated with John A. Logan, the 
Fort Defiance Planning Map, Mound City 
National Cemetary, and Riverlore Mansion; 
and 

(2) any other sites in Randolph, Perry, Jef-
ferson, Franklin, Hamilton, White, Jackson, 
Williamson, Saline, Gallatin, Union, John-
son, Pope, Hardin, Alexander, Pulaski, and 
Massac Counties in the State that the Sec-
retary, in consultation with the manage-
ment entity, determines to be appropriate 
for inclusion in the Heritage Area. 

(c) MANAGEMENT ENTITY.—The manage-
ment entity for the Heritage Area shall be 
the Southern Illinois University Carbondale. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 114—RECOG-
NIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCERS IN 
PENNSYLVANIA AND THROUGH-
OUT THE NATION ON THE OCCA-
SION OF NATIONAL AGRI-
CULTURE DAY 

Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr. 
SPECTER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry: 

S. RES. 114 

Whereas National Agriculture Day is an 
annual celebration during which government 
agencies, community members, and agricul-
tural groups work with agricultural pro-
ducers to honor the importance of the agri-
culture industry; 

Whereas agriculture is a pillar of the econ-
omy of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
and many other States across the country; 

Whereas agriculture is the number one in-
dustry in Pennsylvania and has contributed 
more than $45,000,000,000 to the economy of 
the Commonwealth; 

Whereas agricultural producers in Pennsyl-
vania export a considerable amount of food 
and agricultural and forest products, earning 
more than $1,500,000,000 annually in profits; 

Whereas dairy cattle from Pennsylvania 
are used as breeding stock in a number of 
countries around the world; 

Whereas Pennsylvania is the home of over 
58,000 farms, covering more than 7,700,000 
acres of land; 

Whereas Pennsylvania is a leading pro-
ducer of mushrooms, eggs, pumpkins, apples, 
grapes, freestone peaches, ice cream, milk 

cows, chickens, and other agricultural prod-
ucts and livestock; 

Whereas each agricultural producer in the 
United States feeds more than 144 people and 
Pennsylvania’s agricultural producers are re-
sponsible for feeding more than 8,000,000 
mouths worldwide; 

Whereas agricultural producers in Pennsyl-
vania and throughout the Nation provide the 
people of the United States with food, 
clothes, and many other staples; and 

Whereas the contribution of agricultural 
producers in Pennsylvania and throughout 
the United States should be honored with 
highest praise and respect: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes— 
(A) that agriculture is the number one in-

dustry in Pennsylvania; 
(B) the outstanding contribution of Penn-

sylvania’s agricultural producers to the 
economy of the Commonwealth and the Na-
tion; and 

(C) that agriculture in Pennsylvania is di-
verse and provides important nutrition to 
the people of the United States; and 

(2) pays tribute to agriculture and agricul-
tural producers in Pennsylvania and 
throughout the United States on the occa-
sion of National Agriculture Day. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 115—URGING 
THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA 
TO END THE COMMERCIAL SEAL 
HUNT 
Mr. LEVIN submitted the following 

resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 115 
Whereas on November 15, 2006, the Govern-

ment of Canada opened a commercial hunt 
for seals in the waters off the east coast of 
Canada; 

Whereas an international outcry regarding 
the plight of the seals hunted in Canada re-
sulted in the 1983 ban by the European Union 
of whitecoat and blueback seal skins and the 
subsequent collapse of the commercial seal 
hunt in Canada; 

Whereas the Marine Mammal Protection 
Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) bars the 
import into the United States of any seal 
products; 

Whereas in February 2003, the Ministry of 
Fisheries and Oceans in Canada authorized 
the highest quota for harp seals in Canadian 
history, allowing nearly 1,000,000 seals to be 
killed over a 3-year period; 

Whereas more than 1,000,000 seals have 
been killed over the past 3 years; 

Whereas harp seal pups can be legally 
hunted in Canada as soon as they have begun 
to molt their white coats at approximately 
12 days of age; 

Whereas 95 percent of the seals killed over 
the past 5 years were pups between just 12 
days and 12 weeks of age, many of which had 
not yet eaten their first solid meal or taken 
their first swim; 

Whereas a report by an independent team 
of veterinarians invited to observe the hunt 
by the International Fund for Animal Wel-
fare concluded that the seal hunt failed to 
comply with basic animal welfare regula-
tions in Canada and that governmental regu-
lations regarding humane killing were not 
being respected or enforced; 

Whereas the veterinary report concluded 
that as many as 42 percent of the seals stud-
ied were likely skinned while alive and con-
scious; 

Whereas the commercial slaughter of seals 
in the Northwest Atlantic is inherently 
cruel, whether the killing is conducted by 
clubbing or by shooting; 

Whereas many seals are shot in the course 
of the hunt, but escape beneath the ice where 
they die slowly and are never recovered, and 
these seals are not counted in official kill 
statistics, making the actual kill level far 
higher than the level that is reported; 

Whereas the commercial hunt for harp and 
hooded seals is a commercial slaughter car-
ried out almost entirely by non-Native peo-
ple from the East Coast of Canada for seal 
fur, oil, and penises (used as aphrodisiacs in 
some Asian markets); 

Whereas the fishing and sealing industries 
in Canada continue to justify the expanded 
seal hunt on the grounds that the seals in 
the Northwest Atlantic are preventing the 
recovery of cod stocks, despite the lack of 
any credible scientific evidence to support 
this claim; 

Whereas 2 Canadian government marine 
scientists reported in 1994 that the true 
cause of cod depletion in the North Atlantic 
was over-fishing, and the consensus among 
the international scientific community is 
that seals are not responsible for the col-
lapse of cod stocks; 

Whereas harp and hooded seals are a vital 
part of the complex ecosystem of the North-
west Atlantic, and because the seals con-
sume predators of commercial cod stocks, re-
moving the seals might actually inhibit re-
covery of cod stocks; 

Whereas certain ministries of the Govern-
ment of Canada have stated clearly that 
there is no evidence that killing seals will 
help groundfish stocks to recover; and 

Whereas the persistence of this cruel and 
needless commercial hunt is inconsistent 
with the well-earned international reputa-
tion of Canada: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate urges the Gov-
ernment of Canada to end the commercial 
hunt on seals that opened in the waters off 
the east coast of Canada on November 15, 
2006. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, Canada’s 
commercial seal hunt is the largest 
slaughter of marine mammals in the 
world. According to the Humane Soci-
ety of the United States (HSUS), over 
one million seals have been killed for 
their fur in the past three years. In 2006 
alone, more than 350,000 seals were 
slaughtered, most of them between 12 
days and 12 weeks old. 

Canada officially opened another seal 
hunt on November 15, 2006, paving the 
way for hundreds of thousands of baby 
seals to be killed for their fur during 
the spring of 2007. Today, I am joined 
by Senator COLLINS and Senator BIDEN 
in submitting a resolution that urges 
the Government of Canada to end this 
senseless and inhumane slaughter. 

A study by an independent team of 
veterinarians in 2001, found that the 
seal hunt failed to comply with basic 
animal welfare standards and that Ca-
nadian regulations with regard to hu-
mane killing were not being enforced. 
The study concluded that up to 42 per-
cent of the seals studied were likely 
skinned while alive and conscious. The 
United States has long banned the im-
port of seal products because of wide-
spread outrage over the magnitude and 
cruelty of the hunt. 

It makes little sense to continue this 
inhumane industry that employs only 
a few hundred people on a seasonal, 
part-time basis and only operates for a 
few weeks a year, in which the con-
centrated killings takes place. In New-
foundland, where over 90 percent of the 
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hunters live, the economic contribu-
tion of the seal hunt is marginal. In 
fact, exports of seal products from 
Newfoundland account for less than 
one-tenth of one percent of the Prov-
ince’s total exports. 

Canada is fortunate to have vast and 
diverse wildlife populations, but these 
animals deserve protection, not sense-
less slaughter. Americans have a long 
history of defending marine mammals, 
best evidenced by the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act of 1972. Polls show that 
close to 80 percent of Americans and 
the vast majority of Europeans oppose 
Canada’s seal hunt. In fact, close to 70 
percent of Canadians surveyed oppose 
the hunt completely, with even higher 
numbers opposing specific aspects of 
the hunt, such as killing baby seals. 

The U.S. Government has opposed 
this senseless slaughter, as noted in 
the attached, January 19, 2005, letter 
from the U.S. Department of State, in 
response to a letter Senator COLLINS 
and I wrote to President Bush, urging 
him to raise this issue during his No-
vember 30, 2004, visit with Canadian 
Prime Minister Paul Martin. 

The clubbing of baby seals can not be 
defended or justified. Canada should 
end it, just as we ended the Alaska seal 
hunt more than 20 years ago. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
January 19, 2005, letter from the U.S. 
State Department be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the letter 
was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, DC, January 19, 2005. 

Hon. CARL LEVIN, 
U.S. Senate, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR LEVIN: This is in response 
to your letter to the President of November 
24, 2004, regarding Canadian commercial seal 
hunting. The White House has requested that 
the Department of State respond. We regret 
the delay in responding. Unfortunately, this 
letter was not received in the Department of 
State until mid-December, well after the ref-
erenced meeting between President Bush and 
Prime Minister Paul Martin of Canada. 

We are aware of Canada’s seal hunting ac-
tivities and of the opposition to it expressed 
by many Americans. Furthermore, we can 
assure you that the United States has a long-
standing policy opposing the hunting of seals 
and other marine mammals absent sufficient 
safeguards and information to ensure that 
the hunting will not adversely impact the af-
fected marine mammal population or the 
ecosystem of which it is a part. The United 
States policy is reflected in the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act of 1972 (MMPA) 
which generally prohibits, with narrow and 
specific exceptions, the taking of marine 
mammals in waters or lands subject to the 
jurisdiction of the United States and the im-
portation of marine mammals and marine 
mammal products into the United States. 

The United States has made known to the 
Government of Canada its objections and the 
objections of concerned American legislators 
and citizens to the Canadian commercial 
seal hunt on numerous occasions over recent 
years. The United States has also opposed 
Canada’s efforts within the Arctic Council to 
promote trade in sealskins and other marine 
mammal products. 

We hope this information is helpful to you. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if we 
can be of assistance in this or any other mat-
ter. 

Sincerely, 
NANCY POWELL, 

(For Paul V. Kelly, Asst. Secretary, Leg-
islative Affairs). 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 116—DESIG-
NATING MAY 2007 AS ‘‘NATIONAL 
AUTOIMMUNE DISEASES AWARE-
NESS MONTH’’ AND SUPPORTING 
EFFORTS TO INCREASE AWARE-
NESS OF AUTOIMMUNE DIS-
EASES AND INCREASE FUNDING 
FOR AUTOIMMUNE DISEASE RE-
SEARCH 
Mr. BIDEN submitted the following 

resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 116 
Whereas autoimmune diseases are chronic, 

disabling diseases in which underlying de-
fects in the immune system lead the body to 
attack its own organs and tissues; 

Whereas autoimmune diseases can affect 
any part of the body, including the blood, 
blood vessels, muscles, nervous system, gas-
trointestinal tract, endocrine glands, and 
multiple-organ systems, and can be life- 
threatening; 

Whereas researchers have identified over 80 
different autoimmune diseases, and suspect 
at least 40 additional diseases of qualifying 
as autoimmune diseases; 

Whereas researchers have identified a close 
genetic relationship and a common pathway 
of disease that exists among autoimmune 
diseases, explaining the clustering of auto-
immune diseases in individuals and families; 

Whereas the family of autoimmune dis-
eases is under-recognized, and poses a major 
health care challenge to the United States; 

Whereas the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) estimates that autoimmune diseases 
afflict up to 23,500,000 people in the United 
States, 75 percent of the people affected are 
women, and the prevalence of autoimmune 
diseases is rising; 

Whereas NIH estimates the annual direct 
health care costs associated with auto-
immune diseases at more than $100,000,000,000 
and there are over 250,000 new diagnoses each 
year; 

Whereas autoimmune diseases are among 
the top 10 leading causes of death in female 
children and adult women; 

Whereas autoimmune diseases most often 
affect children and young adults, leading to 
a lifetime of disability; 

Whereas diagnostic tests for most auto-
immune diseases are not standardized, mak-
ing autoimmune diseases very difficult to di-
agnose; 

Whereas, because autoimmune diseases are 
difficult to diagnose, treatment is often de-
layed, resulting in irreparable organ damage 
and unnecessary suffering; 

Whereas the Institute of Medicine of the 
National Academies reported that the United 
States is behind other countries in research 
into immune system self-recognition, the 
cause of autoimmune diseases; 

Whereas a study by the American Auto-
immune Related Diseases Association re-
vealed that it takes the average patient with 
an autoimmune disease more than 4 years, 
and costs more than $50,000, to get a correct 
diagnosis; 

Whereas there is a significant need for 
more collaboration and cross-fertilization of 
basic autoimmune research; 

Whereas there is a significant need for re-
search focusing on the etiology of all auto-

immune-related diseases, to increase under-
standing of the root causes of these diseases 
rather treating the symptoms after the dis-
ease has had its destructive effect; 

Whereas the National Coalition of Auto-
immune Patient Groups is a coalition of na-
tional organizations focused on autoimmune 
diseases working to consolidate the voices of 
patients with autoimmune diseases and to 
promote increased education, awareness, and 
research into all aspects of autoimmune dis-
eases through a collaborative approach; and 

Whereas designating May 2007 as ‘‘National 
Autoimmune Diseases Awareness Month’’ 
would help educate the public about auto-
immune diseases and the need for research 
funding, accurate diagnosis, and effective 
treatments: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates May 2007 as ‘‘National Auto-

immune Diseases Awareness Month’’; 
(2) supports the efforts of health care pro-

viders and autoimmune patient advocacy 
and education organizations to increase 
awareness of the causes of, and treatments 
for, autoimmune diseases; and 

(3) supports the goal of increasing Federal 
funding for aggressive research to learn the 
root causes of autoimmune diseases, as well 
as the best diagnostic methods and treat-
ments for people with autoimmune diseases. 

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I am 
happy to join the esteemed Congress-
man from New York, Rep. STEVE 
ISRAEL, and submit a resolution today 
to declare May 2007 as ‘‘National Auto-
immune Diseases Awareness Month.’’ 

The purpose of the resolution is to 
raise awareness of autoimmune dis-
eases and the need for aggressive re-
search to learn the root causes of auto-
immune diseases, as well as the best di-
agnostic methods and treatments for 
people with autoimmune diseases. 

Autoimmune diseases are chronic, 
disabling diseases in which underlying 
defects in the immune system lead the 
body to attack its own organs and tis-
sues. Autoimmune diseases can affect 
any part of the body-blood, blood ves-
sels, muscles, nervous system, gastro-
intestinal tract, endocrine glands, and 
multiple-organ systems—and can be 
life-threatening. 

Researchers have identified over 80 
different autoimmune diseases, includ-
ing multiple sclerosis, juvenile diabe-
tes, Crohn’s disease, scleroderma, poly-
myositis, lupus, Sjögren’s disease and 
Graves’ disease, and suspect at least 40 
additional diseases of having an auto-
immune basis. The National Institutes 
of Health estimates that autoimmune 
diseases afflict more than 23 million 
people in the United States. Seventy 
five percent of the people affected with 
autoimmune diseases are women, and 
the prevalence of autoimmune diseases 
is rising. However, the family of auto-
immune diseases is under-recognized, 
and this poses a major health care 
challenge to the United States. 

Diagnostic tests for autoimmune dis-
eases are not standardized, which 
makes autoimmune diseases very dif-
ficult to diagnose. Because auto-
immune diseases are difficult to diag-
nose, treatment is often delayed, re-
sulting in irreparable organ damage 
and unnecessary suffering. 

There is a significant need for more 
collaboration and cross-fertilization of 
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