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opponents, and respect for the sport of com-
petitive shooting throughout the 2006-2007
season: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate congratulates
the University of Alaska Fairbanks rifle
team for winning the 2007 National Colle-
giate Athletic Association Rifle Champion-
ship.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 110—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE REGARDING THE 30TH
ANNIVERSARY OF ASEAN-
UNITED STATES DIALOGUE AND
RELATIONSHIP

Mr. LUGAR (for himself, Mr. BIDEN,
Mrs. BOXER, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr.
HAGEL, Mr. BoOND, Mr. KERRY, Mr.
WEBB, and Mr. AKAKA) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. REs. 110

Whereas the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (referred to in this resolution
as “ASEAN”’), was established in 1967, with
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singa-
pore and Thailand as the initial members;

Whereas the membership of ASEAN has ex-
panded to 10 countries since its establish-
ment in 1967, and now includes Brunei,
Burma, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malay-
sia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand,
and Vietnam;

Whereas the United States-ASEAN dia-
logue and relationship began in 1977;

Whereas the countries of ASEAN con-
stitute the 3rd largest export market for the
United States, have received approximately
$90,000,000,000 in direct investment from the
United States, and are developing an inte-
grated free trade area;

Whereas trade between the United States
and the countries of ASEAN totals nearly
$170,000,000,000 annually;

Whereas ASEAN is committed to acceler-
ated economic growth, social progress, cul-
tural development, and regional peace and
stability;

Whereas ASEAN is committed to devel-
oping a regional energy security strategy;

Whereas nearly 40,000 students from
ASEAN countries are studying in the United
States;

Whereas ASEAN countries share common
concerns with the United States, including
the spread of avian influenza and other dis-
eases, and environmental issues, such as the
preservation of biodiversity and illegal log-
ging;

Whereas ASEAN countries continue to
partner with the United States against glob-
al terrorism;

Whereas the Senate passed legislation au-
thorizing the establishment of the position
of United States Ambassador for ASEAN Af-
fairs; and

Whereas United States officials announced
in August of 2006 that an Ambassador for
ASEAN Affairs will be appointed: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That—

(1) it is the sense of the Senate that—

(A) the United States and the ASEAN
countries should continue implementing the
ASEAN-United States Enhanced Partner-
ship, with emphasis on the agreed upon spe-
cific priority measures for cooperation in
2007;

(B) the United States should proceed with
appointing a United States Ambassador for
ASEAN Affairs;

(C) the United States should work with the
countries of ASEAN in developing a regional
energy strategy;
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(D) the United States should provide great-
er emphasis and support toward encouraging
students from ASEAN countries to study in
the United States, and American students to
study in ASEAN countries; and

(E) the United States should continue to
support the work of multilateral financial
institutions, including the Asian Develop-
ment Bank and the World Bank in ASEAN
countries, and to encourage additional trans-
parency and anticorruption efforts by those
institutions, for the benefit of the ASEAN
countries where they operate;

(2) the Senate welcomes the initiation of a
Fulbright Program for ASEAN scholars; and

(3) the Senate welcomes and encourages
planning by the countries of ASEAN and the
United States for an ASEAN-United States
Summit in 2007.

Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, since its
inception in 1967, the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations has been a
trusted friend of the United States.
The original five-member countries of
Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines,
Singapore and Thailand, were joined by
Brunei Darussalam in 1984. Beginning
in the late 1960s, U.S. officials today
continue to interact with ASEAN re-
garding mutual interests in East and
Southeast Asia. Vietnam, Laos, Burma
and Cambodia joined ASEAN after 1994.

The level of intersects between
ASEAN and the United States is im-
mense, including student exchanges,
business and trade, and security co-
operation. ASEAN is the third largest
export destination of American prod-
ucts.

It is important to note that ASEAN
is continually changing, with the pur-
suit of economic integration. As noted
by the ASEAN Secretariat, ASEAN of-
ficials hope to create ‘‘a stable, pros-
perous and highly competitive ASEAN
economic region in which there is a
free flow of goods, services and invest-
ment and a freer flow of capital, equi-
table, economic development and re-
duced poverty and socio-economic dis-
parities in year 2020.” Last year alone,
there were over 500 meetings of ASEAN
officials—it is a vibrant regional struc-
ture.

Committed to promoting regional
peace and harmony, there has been no
armed confrontation among ASEAN
member nations, since ASEAN’s begin-
ning. An important part of ASEAN’s
future security lies in the development
of a regional energy security strategy.
This endeavor is well underway, and
the United States looks forward to fu-
ture dialogue on ways in which mean-
ingful cooperation can occur.

Continued collaboration between
ASEAN, the United States and the
World Health Organization on address-
ing major disease challenges, such as
Avian influenza is of the essence. All
involved must act with vigilance and in
a timely way.

While ASEAN and the United States
have shared appreciation for the chal-
lenges of terrorism, our relationship is
far more complex. For the benefit of
my colleagues, I point to recent re-
marks conveyed to me by Singapore’s
esteemed Ambassador-at-Large,
Tommy Koh, who wrote ““ASEAN’s re-
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lationship with the U.S. is its most im-
portant relationship. It is a mutually
beneficial relationship. However,
ASEAN often feels that it has been
treated by the U.S. with benign neglect
and viewed solely through the prism of
terrorism. We hope, on this 30th anni-
versary year of the U.S.-—ASEAN dia-
logue relationship, that the U.S. will
develop a coherent strategy and policy
to engage ASEAN, upgrade our priority
and make the U.S. the best friend of
ASEAN.”

Full implementation of the ASEAN-
United States Enhanced Partnership
and appointment of the U.S. Ambas-
sador for ASEAN Affairs are important
steps in growing this important bilat-
eral relationship.

I am pleased to introduce this resolu-
tion commemorating the 30th anniver-
sary of the U.S.-ASEAN dialogue. It is
a message of reaffirmation and deep
appreciation by the United States Sen-
ate. We look forward to an even closer
future partnership on many fronts,
yielding mutual benefit for the people
of ASEAN and the United States.

—————

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 20—EXPRESSING THE
SENSE OF CONGRESS THAT NO
FUNDS SHOULD BE CUT OFF OR

REDUCED FOR AMERICAN
TROOPS IN THE FIELD WHICH
WOULD RESULT IN UNDER-
MINING  THEIR SAFETY OR

THEIR ABILITY TO COMPLETE
THEIR ASSIGNED MISSION

Mr. GREGG (for himself, Mr. LOTT,
Mr. SHELBY, Mr. CRAIG, Mr. CORNYN,
Mr. STEVENS, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. Al-
lard, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr.
COBURN, Mr. MARTINEZ, Mr. ISAKSON,
Mr. COLEMAN, Mr. DEMINT, Mr. THUNE,
and Mr. SESSIONS) submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. CoN. RES. 20

Whereas under Article II, Section 2, of the
Constitution of the United States, the Presi-
dent is the ‘‘commander in chief of the Army
and Navy of the United States’, and in such
capacity the President has the command of
the Armed Forces, including the authority
to deploy troops and direct military cam-
paigns during wartime;

Whereas under Article I, Section 8, of the
Constitution of the United States, Congress
has the power of the purse specifically as it
relates to the Armed Forces, and in such ca-
pacity Congress has the responsibility to
fully and adequately provide funding for
United States military forces, especially
when they are at war and are defending the
Nation; and

Whereas when United States military
forces are in harm’s way and are protecting
our country, Congress and the Nation should
give them all the support they need in order
to maintain their safety and accomplish
their assigned missions, including the equip-
ment, logistics, and funding necessary to en-
sure their safety and effectiveness, and such
support is the responsibility of both the Ex-
ecutive Branch and the Legislative Branch of
Government: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense
of Congress that Congress should not take
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any action that will endanger United States
military forces in the field, including the
elimination or reduction of funds for troops
in the field, as such action with respect to
funding would undermine their safety or
harm their effectiveness in pursuing their as-
signed missions.

——————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 459. Mr. KYL submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
214, to amend chapter 35 of title 28, United
States Code, to preserve the independence of
United States attorneys; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 460. Mr. SESSIONS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 214, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 461. Mr. PRYOR submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
joint resolution S.J. Res. 9, to revise United
States policy on Iraq; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 462. Mr. REID (for Mr. BIDEN (for him-
self and Mr. MENENDEZ)) proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 494, to endorse further en-
largement of the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization (NATO) and to facilitate the
timely admission of new members to NATO,
and for other purposes.

SA 463. Mr. REID (for Mr. BIDEN) proposed
an amendment to the concurrent resolution
H. Con. Res. 20, calling on the Government of
the United Kingdom to immediately estab-
lish a full, independent, and public judicial
inquiry into the murder of Northern Ireland
defense attorney Patrick Finucane, as rec-
ommended by Judge Peter Cory as part of
the Weston Park Agreement, in order to
move forward on the Northern Ireland peace
process.

——
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS
SA 459. Mr. KYL submitted an

amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 214, to amend chapter
35 of title 28, United States Code, to
preserve the independence of United
States attorneys; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

On page 2, strike line 1 and all that follows
and insert the following:

SEC. 2. PROMPT NOMINATION AND CONFIRMA-
TION OF UNITED STATES ATTOR-
NEYS.

Section 541 of title 28, United States Code
is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (b) and (c)
as subsections (¢) and (d), respectively; and

(2) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing:

“(b)(1) Not later than 120 days after the
date on which a vacancy occurs in the office
of United States attorney for a judicial dis-
trict, the President shall submit an appoint-
ment for that office to the Senate.

‘(2) Except as provided in paragraph (3),
not later than 120 days after the date of the
submission of an appointment under para-
graph (1), the Senate shall vote on that ap-
pointment.

““(3) If the President fails to comply with
paragraph (1) with regard to the submission
of any appointment for the office of United
States attorney, paragraph (2) of this sub-
section shall have no force or effect with re-
gard to any appointment to the office of
United States attorney during the remainder
of the term of office of that President.”.

SEC. 3. REPEAL OF INTERIM APPOINTMENT AU-
THORITY.

Section 546 of title 28, United States Code,

is repealed.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

SA 460. Mr. SESSIONS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 214, to amend chapter
36 of title 28, United States Code, to
preserve the independence of United
States attorneys; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

On page 2, line 23, strike the quotation
marks and the second period and insert the
following:

““(e)(1) A district court appointing a United
States attorney under subsection (d) shall
not appoint a candidate—

““(A) unless that candidate is an employee
of the Department of Justice or is a Federal
law enforcement officer (as that term is de-
fined in section 115 of title 18); or

‘(B) if the court learns that candidate is
under investigation or has been sanctioned
by the Department of Justice or another
Federal agency.

‘“(2) Not less than 7 days before making an
appointment under subsection (d), a district
court shall confidentially inform the Attor-
ney General of identity of the candidate for
that appointment.”’.

SA 461. Mr. PRYOR submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the joint resolution S.J. Res. 9,
to revise United States policy on Iraq;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

Beginning on page 2, line 11, strike ‘‘to the
limited purposes set forth’ and all that fol-
lows through page 3, line 20, and insert the
following: ‘‘to the following purposes:

(1) Protecting United States and coalition
personnel and infrastructure.

(2) Training and equipping Iraqi forces.

(3) Conducting targeted counter-terrorism
operations.

(b) COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGY.—Subsection
(a) shall be implemented as part of a com-
prehensive diplomatic, political, and eco-
nomic strategy that includes sustained en-
gagement with Iraq’s neighbors and the
international community for the purpose of
working collectively to bring stability to
Iraq.

(c) REPORTS REQUIRED.—Not later than 60
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, and every 90 days thereafter, the Presi-
dent shall submit to Congress a classified re-
port on the progress made in transitioning
the mission of the United States forces in
Iraq and achieving the benchmarks estab-
lished pursuant to subsection (d).

(d) CLASSIFIED CAMPAIGN PLAN.—The Presi-
dent shall create a classified campaign plan
for Iraq, including strategic and operation
benchmarks and redeployment dates of
United States forces from Iraq as those
benchmarks are met.

SA 462. Mr. REID (for Mr. BIDEN (for
himself and Mr. MENENDEZ)) proposed
an amendment to the bill S. 494, to en-
dorse further enlargement of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
and to facilitate the timely admission
of new members to NATO, and for
other purposes; as follows:

On page 5, line 19, insert “(FYROM)”’ after
‘“‘Macedonia’.

On page 12, line 22, insert “‘(FYROM)”’ after
‘“‘Macedonia’.

On page 14, line 7, insert “‘(FYROM)” after
‘“‘Macedonia’.

On page 14, line 9, insert “(FYROM)”’ after
“MACEDONIA".

On page 15, line 6, insert “(FYROM)”’ after
““MACEDONIA”.

On page 15, line 6, insert ‘“‘(FYROM)”’ after
‘‘Macedonia’
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On page 15, line 20, insert “‘(FYROM)” after
‘“Macedonia’.

On page 17, line 3, insert “(FYROM)” after
‘“Macedonia’.

SA 463. Mr. REID (for Mr. BIDEN) pro-
posed an amendment to the concurrent
resolution H. Con. Res. 20, calling on
the Government of the United Kingdom
to immediately establish a full, inde-
pendent, and public judicial inquiry
into the murder of Northern Ireland de-
fense attorney Patrick Finucane, as
recommended by Judge Peter Cory as
part of the Weston Park Agreement, in
order to move forward on the Northern
Ireland peace process; as follows:

In the ninth whereas clause of the pre-
amble, strike ‘‘Dial”’ and insert ‘‘Dail”’.

———

NOTICES OF HEARINGS/MEETINGS

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I would
like to announce that the Committee
on Indian Affairs will meet on Thurs-
day, March 22, 2007, at 9:45 a.m. in
Room 485 of the Russell Senate Office
Building to conduct an oversight hear-
ing on Indian Housing.

Those wishing additional information
may contact the Indian Affairs Com-
mittee at 224-2251.

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Armed Services be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, March 15, 2007, at 9:30 a.m.,
in open session to receive testimony on
the posture of the United States Army
in review of the Defense authorization
request for fiscal year 2008 and the fu-
ture years defense program.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be authorized to hold a hearing
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, March 15, 2007, at 10 a.m., in
room 253 of the Russell Senate Office
Building. The purpose of the hearing is
to review the U.S. Coast Guard budget.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Foreign Relations be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, March 15, 2007, at 9:30
a.m. to hold a nomination hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions be authorized to meet in execu-
tive session during the session of the
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