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programs for pregnant and parenting women,
a program to reduce substance abuse among
nonviolent offenders, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. ISAKSON:

S. 885. A bill to ensure and foster continued
patient safety and quality of care by making
the antitrust laws apply to negotiations be-
tween groups of independent pharmacies and
health plans and health insurance issuers in
the same manner as such laws apply to col-
lective bargaining by labor organizations
under the National Labor Relations Act; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself and
Mr. LEAHY):

S. 886. A bill to amend chapter 22 of title
44, United States Code, popularly known as
the Presidential Records Act, to establish
procedures for the consideration of claims of
constitutionally based privilege against dis-
closure of Presidential records; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and
Mr. DURBIN):

S. 887. A bill to restore import and entry
agricultural inspection functions to the De-
partment of Agriculture; to the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. BIDEN (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. LAUTENBERG,
and Mr. MENENDEZ):

S. Res. 105. A resolution designating Sep-
tember 2007 as ‘‘Campus Fire Safety Month’’;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. EN-
SIGN, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. SNOWE, Ms.
STABENOW, Mr. COLEMAN, Mrs. BOXER,
Mr. SUNUNU, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr.
DopD, Mr. KERRY, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, Mr. REED, Mr. ALLARD, Mrs.
DOLE, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. BROWN,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and
Mr. MENENDEZ):

S. Res. 106. A resolution calling on the
President to ensure that the foreign policy of
the United States reflects appropriate under-
standing and sensitivity concerning issues
related to human rights, ethnic cleansing,
and genocide documented in the United
States record relating to the Armenian
Genocide; to the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations.

By Mr. GRAHAM (for himself and Mr.
BROWNBACK):

S. Con. Res. 19. A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress on the nuclear
program of Iran; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

8.5

At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from New Mexico (Mr.
BINGAMAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 5, a bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to provide for human em-
bryonic stem cell research.

S. 26

At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
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26, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish a pro-
gram demonstrating multiple ap-
proaches to Lifelong Learning Ac-
counts, which are portable, worker-
owned savings accounts that can be
used by workers to help finance edu-
cation, training, and apprenticeships
and which are intended to supplement
both public and employer-provided edu-
cation and training resources, and for
other purposes.
S. 80

At the request of Mr. STEVENS, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
INOUYE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
80, a bill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to provide for 8 weeks of
paid leave for Federal employees giving
birth and for other purposes.

S. 93

At the request of Mr. STEVENS, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 93, a bill to authorize NTIA to
borrow against anticipated receipts of
the Digital Television and Public Safe-
ty Fund to initiate migration to a na-
tional IP-enabled emergency network
capable of receiving and responding to
all citizen activated emergency com-
munications.

S. 185

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
185, a bill to restore habeas corpus for
those detained by the United States.

S. 214

At the request of Mr. SALAZAR, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
214, a bill to amend chapter 35 of title
28, United States Code, to preserve the
independence of United States attor-
neys.

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 214, supra.

S. 223

At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. BINGAMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 223, a bill to require Senate
candidates to file designations, state-
ments, and reports in electronic form.

S. 231

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 231, a bill to authorize the Ed-
ward Byrne Memorial Justice Assist-
ance Grant Program at fiscal year 2006
levels through 2012.

S. 204

At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG,
the name of the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 294, a bill to reauthor-
ize Amtrak, and for other purposes.

S. 340

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 340, a bill to improve agricul-
tural job opportunities, benefits, and
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security for aliens in the United States
and for other purposes.
S. 469
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 469, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to make perma-
nent the special rule for contributions
of qualified conservation contribu-
tions.
S. 487
At the request of Mr. LEVIN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. COLEMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 487, a bill to amend the Na-
tional Organ Transplant Act to clarify
that kidney paired donations shall not
be considered to involve the transfer of
a human organ for valuable consider-
ation.
S. 500
At the request of Mr. SALAZAR, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 500, a bill to establish the
Commission to Study the Potential
Creation of the National Museum of
the American Latino to develop a plan
of action for the establishment and
maintenance of a National Museum of
the American Latino in Washington,
DC, and for other purposes.
S. 516
At the request of Mr. PRYOR, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 516, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to make per-
manent the option of including combat
pay when computing earned income.
S. 545
At the request of Mr. LOTT, the name
of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. STE-
VENS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
545, a bill to improve consumer access
to passenger vehicle loss data held by
insurers.
S. 597
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. NELSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 597, a bill to extend the special
postage stamp for breast cancer re-
search for 2 years.
S. 624
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
names of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS), the Senator from Indiana
(Mr. BAYH), the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. BIDEN) and the Senator from New
York (Mrs. CLINTON) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 624, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to provide
waivers relating to grants for preven-
tive health measures with respect to
breast and cervical cancers.
S. 644
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
644, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to recodify as part of that
title certain educational assistance
programs for members of the reserve
components of the Armed Forces, to



S3126

improve such programs, and for other
purposes.
S. 667

At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) and the Sen-
ator from Missouri (Mrs. MCCASKILL)
were added as cosponsors of S. 667, a
bill to expand programs of early child-
hood home visitation that increase
school readiness, child abuse and ne-
glect prevention, and early identifica-
tion of developmental and health

delays, including potential mental
health concerns, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 682
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
names of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
MARTINEZ), the Senator from North
Carolina (Mrs. DOLE) and the Senator
from Delaware (Mr. CARPER) were
added as cosponsors of S. 682, a bill to
award a congressional gold medal to
Edward William Brooke III in recogni-
tion of his unprecedented and enduring
service to our Nation.
S. 691
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. COLEMAN) and the Senator from
Arkansas (Mrs. LINCOLN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 691, a bill to amend
title XVIII of the Social Security Act
to improve the benefits under the
Medicare program for beneficiaries
with kidney disease, and for other pur-
poses.
S. M3
At the request of Mr. OBAMA, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 713, a bill to ensure dignity in
care for members of the Armed Forces
recovering from injuries.
S. 731
At the request of Mr. SALAZAR, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
LUGAR) was added as a cosponsor of S.
731, a bill to develop a methodology for,
and complete, a national assessment of
geological storage capacity for carbon
dioxide, and for other purposes.
S. 747
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 747, a bill to terminate the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986, and for other
purposes.
S. 756
At the request of Mr. DoDD, the name
of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN)
was added as a cosponsor of S. 756, a
bill to authorize appropriations for the
Department of Defense to address the
equipment reset and other equipment
needs of the National Guard, and for
other purposes.
S. 761
At the request of Mr. REID, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) and the Senator from
Maine (Ms. COLLINS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 761, a bill to invest in in-
novation and education to improve the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

competitiveness of the United States in
the global economy.
S. 803

At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 803, a bill to repeal a
provision enacted to end Federal
matching of State spending of child
support incentive payments.

S. 844

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 844, a bill to provide for
the protection of unaccompanied alien
children, and for other purposes.

S.J. RES. 9

At the request of Mr. SALAZAR, his
name was withdrawn as a cosponsor of
S.J. Res. 9, a joint resolution to revise
United States policy on Iraq.

S. CON. RES. 14

At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the
names of the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. WARNER) and the Senator from
Colorado (Mr. ALLARD) were added as
cosponsors of S. Con. Res. 14, a concur-
rent resolution commemorating the
85th anniversary of the founding of the
American Hellenic Educational Pro-
gressive Association, a leading associa-
tion for the 1,300,000 United States citi-
zens of Greek ancestry and
Philhellenes in the United States.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER:

S. 873. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide a tax
incentive to individuals teaching in el-
ementary and secondary schools lo-
cated in rural or high employment
areas and to to individuals who achieve
certification from the National Board
for Professional Teaching Standards,
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President,
one of the key components to success
in our classrooms is a qualified teach-
er. One of the provisions of the No
Child Left Behind Act mandates the
hiring of qualified teachers by every
school in every district.

But what are the incentives to keep
qualified teachers in the classroom? I
believe we need more targeted incen-
tives to reward teachers willing to stay
in the classroom, especially in rural
schools and high poverty schools.

Unfortunately, without our help,
America’s poor and rural schools may
not be able to attract the qualified
teachers this legislation mandates and
our children deserve. Isolated, strug-
gling and competing against higher
paying well-funded school districts for
scarce classroom talent, such school
faces a shortage of qualified teachers.
As pressure to hire qualified teachers
increases, this shortage will become a
crisis, and children already at a dis-
advantage in relation to their more af-
fluent and less isolated peers will be
the ones who suffer most.
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Today, I propose a bill that will help
bring dedicated and qualified teaching
professionals to West Virginia’s and
America’s poor and rural schools, and
help give their students the oppor-
tunity to learn and flourish that every
child deserves. The Incentives To Edu-
cate American Children Act—or I
Teach’ Act—will provide teachers a re-
fundable tax credit every year they
practice their profession in the public
schools where they are needed most.
And it will give every public school
teacher—whichever school they
choose—a refundable tax credit for
earning certification by the National
Board for Professional Teaching Stand-
ards. Together, these two tax credits
will give economically depressed areas
a better ability to recruit and retain
skilled teachers.

One-fourth of America’s children at-
tend public schools in rural areas, and
of the 250 poorest counties in the
United States, 244 are rural. West Vir-
ginia has rural schools scattered
through 36 of its 55 counties, and these
schools face real challenges in recruit-
ing and retaining teachers, as well as
dealing with other issues related to
their rural location.

Attracting teachers to these schools
is difficult in large part due to the vast
gap between what rural districts are
able to offer and the salaries paid by
more affluent school districts—as wide
as $20,000 a year, according to one
study. Disadvantaged schools must
overcome similar difficulties. It is
often a challenge for these schools to
attract and keep qualified teachers.
Yet according to the 2001 No Child Left
Behind Act, every school must have
qualified teachers by the end of the
2005-2006 school year.

My ““I Teach” Act will reward teach-
ers willing to work in rural or high
poverty schools with an annual $1,000
refundable tax credit. If a teacher ob-
tains certification by the National
Board for Professional Teaching Stand-
ards, they will receive an additional
annual $1,000 refundable tax credit.

Every teacher willing to work in un-
derserved schools will earn a tax cred-
it. Every teacher who gets certified
will earn a tax credit. Teachers who
work in rural or disadvantaged schools
and get certified will earn both.
Schools that desperately need help at-
tracting teachers will get a boost. And
children educated in poor and rural
schools will benefit most.

In my State of West Virginia, as in
over 30 other States, there is already a
State fiscal incentive for teachers who
earn national board certification.
There are over 55,000 teachers with a
national board certificate, and 290 are
West Virginia teachers. West Virginia
offers our national board teachers a
$2500 bonus. My legislation builds upon
the West Virginia program; together,
they add up to a powerful tax incentive
for teachers to remain in the classroom
and to use their skills where they are
most needed.

I have spent a great deal of time in
West Virginia classrooms this year,
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