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for producing oil also must be realized.
Currently the Iraqis are producing
roughly 2.1 million barrels of oil a day.
This is down from the 2.5 million bar-
rels of oil a day produced during the
previous regime. We need a plan that
will reliably deliver 3 million barrels a
day. At $60 per barrel, the incremental
900,000 barrels per day generates nearly
$20 billion per year. This would go a
very long way toward funding many of
the improvements that are mandatory
to stabilize the situation in Iraq.

As report after report indicates, one
of the challenges to building Iraq’s oil
revenues has been insurgent attacks
against oil infrastructure. As Senator
CLINTON and I wrote in the Wall Street
Journal, we believe a distribution of
revenues to all Iraqis through an Iraq
0Oil Trust would mean they would have
a greater incentive to keep the oil
flowing, help the economy grow, reject
the insurgency, inhibit corruption and
commit to the future of their nation.
An Iraq Oil Trust, modeled on the Alas-
kan Permanent Fund, would guarantee
that every individual Iraqi would share
in the country’s oil wealth. Oil reve-
nues would accrue to the national gov-
ernment and a significant percentage
of oil revenues would be divided equal-
ly among ordinary Iraqis, giving every
citizen a stake in the nation’s recovery
and political reconciliation and instill-
ing a sense of hope for the promise of
democratic values.

I know there are plans that dis-
tribute the oil revenues to the different
provinces, but I firmly believe that
each Iraqi citizen must receive a
share—it means a path to opportunity
for these people. With that share, an
Iraqi citizen can make money, invest
in a business, use it for collateral for a
home, or build savings. With that share
in an Iraq oil trust comes hope for the
future.

There is still reason to hope for suc-
cess in Iraq. Our new military strategy
is showing progress on the ground, but
we must continue to give our men and
women in uniform the tools they need
for the monumental task at hand. A fo-
cused plan for ‘‘triage’ in the recon-
struction of Iraq, coupled with a strong
military strategy, will boost our credi-
bility and secure Iraq for their future
and for ours. If we don’t succeed on the
battleground and in the reconstruction
efforts, we risk creating an enemy
state that will be a safe haven for ter-
rorists and a grave threat to genera-
tions of Americans.

Instead, let us work together to en-
sure that 50 years from now, our friend-
ship with the people of Iraq will be
thriving. We owe it to our brave men
and women, like Captain Castner, to
make that vision a reality.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that there now be a pe-
riod of morning business with Senators
allowed to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

PENNSYLVANIA ANTI-CRIME AND
YOUTH INITIATIVE

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, youth
violence is an enormous problem across
America, including Pennsylvania. Re-
grettably, the city of Philadelphia had
more homicides last year than any
major city.

This is a problem that has been
present in major American cities, and
Philadelphia specifically, since the
days when I was Philadelphia’s district
attorney. A great number of those
homicides are related to youth vio-
lence.

On January 19 of this year, I con-
vened a meeting that was attended by
Mayor John Street; District Attorney
Abraham; U.S. Attorney Pat Meehan;
and representatives of Governor
Rendell, with whom I discussed the
matter specifically. There was a fol-
lowup hearing attended by Senator
CASEY and myself on February 19,
where we addressed the subject with a
focus on trying to find mentors for
these at-risk youth.

We are searching for long-range solu-
tions to the crime problem, the under-
lying causes of crime—which is obvi-
ously very complicated and very long
term—such as education, training, job
training, decent housing, and a whole
host of factors that lead to crime. It is
a matter I have been working on for
decades, since my days as an assistant
district attorney in Philadelphia. Re-
grettably, we don’t seem to be much
further along on attacking those un-
derlying causes of crime, or dealing
with the problems of criminal recidi-
vism, after people are released from
jail. It is no surprise that if we release
a functional illiterate from jail, they
will go back to a crime of violence.
Without being able to read or write and
not having job training, there is a very
high degree of recidivism. We are try-
ing to push the so-called second of-
fender law to give people rehabilitation
after the first offense.

Senator CASEY and I believe that ad-
dresses the issue in the short term, but
it is not the answer, because there is
no absolute answer. However, short-
term help could be provided if we could
find mentors to team up with at-risk
youth on an individual basis. Many of
these at-risk youth come from broken
homes and have no parental guidance.
If there could be a mentor, or ‘‘sub-
stitute parent,” in the short term, I
think that could be helpful.

We have also worked with the super-
intendent of schools of Philadelphia, on

March 8, 2007

some ideas he has about trying to give
motivation to high school students, to
put them on a path of going to college.
We are working to have some early de-
termination from the many colleges
and universities in the Philadelphia
area, to try to encourage these young
people to be motivated to finish high
school with the prospect of college.

Regarding the mentoring program,
we are asking the universities also to
see if they can provide mentors from
their student body or faculty and, in
the case of students, to give them
course credit. We reached out to the
athletic teams in Philadelphia, includ-
ing the 76ers, the Eagles, and efforts
are being made to include the Philadel-
phia Phillies as well, because it is well
known that young people are inter-
ested in role models and might be will-
ing to follow that lead.

We have also moved forward on try-
ing to improve the situation in the city
of Reading, which has been designated
as the 21st most violent city in the
United States. Toward that end, on
February 23, with the cooperation of
one of Reading’s leading citizens, Al
Boscov, we convened a meeting with
the U.S. Attorney’s Office, the FBI, the
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, the
Drug Enforcement Agency, the State
police, the local chief of police, the
local sheriff, the school super-
intendent, and with citizens to again
look at the crime problem. We intend
to follow up in Reading to try to get
additional personnel to assist that
city, because it is, as I said, the 2l1st
most dangerous city in the United
States.

We have similar meetings planned for
Lancaster and York next Monday, on
the 12th. We also intend to go to Allen-
town and other cities. In Pittsburgh,
we plan to convene a meeting on April
5, looking for ways to bring more Fed-
eral resources to bear on this crime
problem. We are looking to the upcom-
ing budget to try to provide more
funds, similar to the $2.5 million grant
we obtained for the U.S. Attorney for
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania to
service the corridor from the Lehigh
Valley through Reading and through
Lancaster.

I ask unanimous consent that a
statement be printed, with under-
standing that there will be some rep-
etition in the written statement of
what I have presented extempo-
raneously.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

SENATOR ARLEN SPECTER—PENNSYLVANIA
ANTI-CRIME AND YOUTH VIOLENCE INITIATIVE

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I seek rec-
ognition to discuss my recent efforts to ad-
dress the crime and youth violence issues
facing cities in the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania. Pennsylvania is making great
strides in revitalizing its cities through eco-
nomic and community development. Unfor-
tunately, the same cities that are investing
substantial human and economic capital in
revitalization efforts are also facing in-
creased levels of crime. For example, Phila-
delphia had the highest homicide rate of all
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large cities in the United States in 2006—406
murders in one year. The smaller city of
Reading was ranked as the 21st most dan-
gerous in the Nation, and the most dan-
gerous city in the state of Pennsylvania. Cit-
ies across the state are experiencing disturb-
ingly high levels of youth involvement in
crime and gangs—an average of 15 young
people between the ages of 10 and 24 are mur-
dered every day in the state of Pennsylvania.
The cost of crime to victims, neighborhoods,
and communities across America is stag-
gering: at a September 19, 2006 Senate Judi-
ciary Committee hearing, economist Jens
Ludwig estimated that the pecuniary and
non-pecuniary costs of crime amounted to
approximately $2 trillion nationwide per
year, or 17 percent of the GDP.

I have sought to examine the nature of
crime and youth violence in cities across
Pennsylvania by convening stakeholder
meetings among Federal, State and local
elected officials and leaders in the fields of
law enforcement and crime prevention.
These meetings have provided an avenue for
understanding the nature of local problems,
provided a constructive forum for discussing
ongoing law enforcement and prevention ef-
forts designed to combat these problems, and
created an opportunity to discuss ideas for
innovative solutions moving forward.

On January 19, I held a roundtable discus-
sion in Philadelphia at which Mayor John
Street, District Attorney Lynne Abraham,
United States Attorney Pat Meehan, Phila-
delphia School District Chief Executive Offi-
cer Paul Vallas, and other leaders in the
community discussed innovative solutions to
the youth violence problem in the city of
Philadelphia. We discussed the idea of bol-
stering mentoring efforts in the city of
Philadelphia—an approach I find very prom-
ising. Research shows that children with the
positive influence of an adult mentor in their
lives are significantly less likely to start
using drugs and alcohol or to be violent, and
are more likely to be productive in school
and to have healthier peer and family rela-
tionships. Following our meeting in Phila-
delphia, I have encouraged the participation
of volunteers from Philadelphia area busi-
nesses, colleges and universities, and profes-
sional sports teams, including the Eagles,
the 76ers, and the Phillies, in a citywide
mentoring initiative. Volunteers from those
organizations will be working in cooperation
with the United Way and Big Brothers Big
Sisters of America, with whom we have
partnered to ensure that volunteers have the
training and support they need to form suc-
cessful mentoring relationships.

On February 23, I held a roundtable discus-
sion in Reading, PA, at which Representa-
tive Joe Pitts, Representative Jim Gerlach,
and I discussed the collaborative efforts of
State, local, and Federal law enforcement
with United States Attorney Pat Meehan
and representatives from the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration, the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco and Firearms, the United States Mar-
shal, Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment, the Pennsylvania State Police, Read-
ing City Police, and Berks County Sheriff’s
Department. The discussion capitalized, in
part, on the previous efforts of community
leader Albert Boscov, who has been hosting
an ongoing working group focused on anti-
crime issues in Reading. Our dialogue fo-
cused on the most effective and efficient
methods of keeping the streets of Reading
and surrounding neighborhoods safe. Pres-
ently, the largest Federal presence in the
area is the Anti-Gang Initiative focused on
the ‘222 Corridor” between Allentown and
Lancaster—which has provided a $2.5 million
grant to facilitate a collaborative Federal,
State and local response to the gang-related
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drug and gun trafficking in the area. The ini-
tiative, which focuses on criminal law en-
forcement, prevention programs to steer kids
away from criminal activity, and reentry
programs to assist those returning from pris-
on to integrate back into society, is already
making headway into the gang problems in
the area. Despite this progress, Federal,
State and local law enforcement officers con-
veyed to me and to Representative Pitts and
GERLACH the continuing need for more re-
sources in order to get more cops out on the
street.

I remain committed to ensuring that State
and local law enforcement receive the sup-
port that it needs. I will be working with
Federal law enforcement agencies to ensure
that existing programs are meeting the
needs of the communities in the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania and across the
United States. I also plan to hold similar
meetings in York, Lancaster, Allentown,
Pittsburgh and other Pennsylvania cities in
the coming months.

As the Senate moves forward in the 110th
Congress, there are a number of important
legislative items focused on crime preven-
tion that demand our attention. The Juve-
nile Justice Act, which was most recently
authorized in the 21st Century Department
of Justice Appropriations Authorization Act
(P.L. 107-273) is due to be reauthorized this
yvear, and I will be working to ensure that
Juvenile Justice programs are reauthorized
in the form that most effectively and effi-
ciently handles the challenges of youth vio-
lence and delinquency. The Recidivism Re-
duction and Second Chance Act, which I will
be introducing with Senators Brownback,
Leahy, and Biden, will provide essential re-
entry services to prisoners in order to reduce
recidivism rates, keep former offenders pro-
ductively engaged in society, and keep our
streets more safe.

We must do everything we can to ensure
that the Nation’s youth receive the assist-
ance they need to develop into productive,
healthy adults and to protect our citizens
from being victimized. I look forward to
making a renewed commitment toward co-
ordinated law enforcement and prevention
efforts in the 110th Congress.

———

AMERICA COMPETES ACT OF 2007

Mr. REID. Mr. President, along with
the Republican leader, Senator McCON-
NELL, I have introduced the America
COMPETES, Creating Opportunities to
Meaningfully Promote Excellence in
Technology, Education, and Science,
Act of 2007.

This legislation is the result of a
truly bipartisan effort. Two years ago,
Senators BINGAMAN and ALEXANDER
asked the National Academies to make
recommendations on the steps we
should take as a nation to maintain
our competitive advantage. The result
was the Augustine Report, ‘‘Rising
Above the Gathering Storm,” which
provided four primary recommenda-
tions:

First, the United States needs to dra-
matically improve K-12 science and
mathematics education in order to in-
crease our talent pool. Second, we
must sustain and strengthen our Na-
tion’s traditional commitment to long-
term basic research. Third, we must
make the United States the most at-
tractive place to study and perform re-
search. And fourth, we need to provide
incentives for innovation and long-
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term investment so that the United
States is the premier place to innovate.

The report warned that the Nation’s
traditional advantages ‘‘are eroding at
a time when many other nations are
gathering strength,” and that ‘‘deci-
sive action is needed now.”

America has faced this challenge be-
fore.

In 1957, when the Soviets launched
Sputnik, it caused great panic and con-
cern about our ability to maintain our
technological superiority. We re-
sponded to these threats quickly. The
following year, Congress passed the Na-
tional Defense Education Act, to keep
the United States ahead of the Soviets
through increased investment in math
and science education.

We trained a whole new generation of
engineers and scientists, and thus en-
sured our preeminence in technology
and innovation for a generation.

That fact is, Federal investment in
the basic sciences and research has
long been a critical component of
America’s competitive dominance glob-
ally. In fact, some economists have es-
timated that about half of the coun-
try’s economic growth since World War
IT has been the result of technological
innovation.

Today, however, our position of
dominance has been lost. We are chal-
lenged by emerging countries like
India and China, where national invest-
ment in basic research and subject
areas such as math and science con-
tinues to grow at a far greater pace
than here in the United States.

The Augustine panel cited many ex-
amples, but some of the statistics are
striking.

Consider that in 2005, more than
600,000 engineers graduated from insti-
tutions of higher education in China,
compared to 350,000 in India and only
70,000 in the United States. China’s
population is more than three times
that of the United States, yet they
graduate more than eight times the
number of engineers.

The report also found that American
12th graders performed below the inter-
national average for 21 countries on
general knowledge in math and
science. Another study cited in the re-
port had American 15-year-olds ranked
24th out of 40 countries on a math as-
sessment. In my home State of Nevada,
the situation is equally alarming, with
our students ranked 43rd in the Nation
on a 2005 math assessment.

And even though technological gi-
ants like Microsoft, Apple, and Intel
are American companies, the report in-
dicates that the United States is now a
net importer of high technology prod-
ucts—a shift from the early 1990s, when
we had a $564 billion surplus in high-
tech exports.

As other countries become more com-
petitive, it is clear we must refocus our
energies on enhancing the Federal
commitment to funding basic research
and education.

We must preserve the competitive
edge of the United States in science
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