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Petroleum
Prod’n (2010)
('000 bbl/d)

Petroleum
Prod’n (2004)
('000 bbl/d)

Country/Region

U.S. Imports (Jan—
Mar '05)('000 bbl/

a!

Strategic Importance/Threats

Venezuela
Algeria
Bolivia
Caspian Sea .
Caucasus Region 2
Colombia .
IEcyado;

2,900 3,700
1,900 2,000

40 45*

1,800 2,400-5,900
negligible negligible
551 450*

535 850*

900 1,500

1,579
414 Armed militants have confronted gov't forces.

Large exporter to U.S., President Chavez frequently threatens to divert those exports, nationalize resource base.

0 Large reserves of NG (24 (Tcf)), exports may be delayed due to controversial new laws unfriendly to foreigners.
0 BTC opened, many ethnic conflicts, high expectations or future oil production, no maritime border Agt.

0 Strategic transit area for NG and oil pipelines.

110  Destabilizing force in S. America, oil exports subject to attack by protesters, armed militants.

315 Unstable politically, protests threaten oil export.

0 No longer a net exporter, separatist movements, Peacekeeping forces in place, Violence threat to Strait of Malacca.

9/11 HEALTH ISSUES

Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, more
than 5 years after the 9/11 attacks, the
number of victims continues to rise be-
cause of the lasting health impacts ex-
perienced by far too many of those who
selflessly responded to this disaster in
2001. On that day, and in the following
months, thousands worked and lived by
the Ground Zero site, amidst the dust,
smog, and toxic mix of debris. And now
we are seeing those workers, respond-
ers, and residents become sick from
what they were exposed to on 9/11 and
the following months. I believe we have
a moral obligation to take care of
those suffering from 9/11-related ill-
nesses.

The work of Senator HARKIN, Senator
BYRD, Senator SPECTER, and all of
their colleagues on the Senate Appro-
priations Committee has been invalu-
able in securing funding to address
many of the health issues that have ap-
peared following 9/11. In December 2001,
we learned that hundreds of fire-
fighters were on medical leave because
of injuries related to 9/11 issues, and
the Appropriations Committee re-
sponded by allocating $12 million for
medical monitoring activities so that
we could track and study the health
impacts associated with the rescue and
response efforts at the World Trade
Center. Thousands of individuals
signed up for this program, and in Con-
gress, we worked to meet the demand
by appropriating an additional $90 mil-
lion to monitor other workers and vol-
unteers who were at Ground Zero and
Fresh Kills.

Through this work, we learned that
many of those who were exposed are
now experiencing significant health
problems from this exposure—people
who were in the prime of their life be-
fore 9/11 now suffering from asthma, si-
nusitis, reactive airway disease, and
mental health issues. So in December
2005, I worked with Senator HARKIN and
other appropriators, as well as my col-
leagues in the New York Congressional
Delegation, to secure an additional $75
million in funding that would for the
first time provide Federal funding for
treatment to help those who were dis-
abled by these attacks get the care
that they needed.

Sadly, we are once again running out
of funding to take care of the heroes
who never questioned their responsi-
bility on 9/11 and are now paying a ter-
rible price. While the President has
proposed providing additional funding
for treatment in the fiscal year 2008
budget, we must act sooner to provide

sufficient funds to ensure treatments
through the rest of the current fiscal
year.

That is why I introduced an amend-
ment to the 9/11 bill we are considering
today to divert $3.6 million in fund-
ing—originally part of that $20 billion
secured for New York in the wake of
9/11 that the administration proposed
to cut in its fiscal year 2008 budget. At
a time when treatment needs are so ur-
gent, I believe that we need to ensure
that dollars that were intended for 9/11
needs can be used to address the
mounting health crisis that we are fac-
ing as a direct result of these attacks.
I believe it is important to raise aware-
ness of the fact that these programs—
programs that are helping tens of thou-
sands of first responders in New York
and around the Nation—are in danger
of having to turn patients away.

I am extremely grateful for what we
have been able to accomplish with the
support of Senator HARKIN and other
appropriators. They have shown that
they consider it our national responsi-
bility to care for those who did our
country proud in the hours, days,
weeks, and months following that hor-
rific attack. I am also proud that I will
be working with my colleagues on the
Senate Health, Education, Labor and
Pensions Committee, including Sen-
ators KENNEDY, ENZI, and HARKIN, to
develop a lasting solution to address
these health care needs. But while we
are working on those solutions, we
must ensure that these programs con-
tinue to operate.

Mr. HARKIN. I thank my good friend
and colleague, Senator CLINTON, for her
kind remarks. The terrorist attacks of
9/11 took place nearly 1,000 miles from
Iowa. But the attacks on the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon were
really an attack on the heart of Amer-
ica. Iowans answered the call of service
and came to the aid of those affected
by these attacks. The Musco Lighting
Company from Muscatine donated
lighting equipment to assist the World
Trade Center recovery efforts. Quad-
Cities fire departments collected more
than $75,000 for the Uniformed Fighter
Association’s 9/11 Disaster Relief Fund.

And just as Iowans and other Ameri-
cans responded to the calls for help, I
am proud that the Appropriations
Committee has worked step by step
with the New York delegation to ad-
dress the many desperate needs that
arose from 9/11. I was proud to work
with Senator CLINTON, Senator BYRD,
and my colleagues on the Appropria-
tions Committee to secure $20 billion

immediately after 9/11 to help both
short and longer term recovery efforts
at Ground Zero, the Pentagon, and
Shanksville, PA. The funding for
tracking health outcomes is a par-
ticular concern to myself and Senator
SPECTER. This funding has been used to
monitor not only the brave responders
and recovery workers who live in New
York, but also all who responded from
around the country, including more
than 35 from Iowa.

I thank you for your leadership on
this issue and I look forward to work-
ing with you on the upcoming emer-
gency supplemental appropriations bill
to maintain the current monitoring
and treatment program for 9/11 re-
sponders and recovery workers.

Mrs. CLINTON. I thank the Senator.
On behalf of the thousands of fire-
fighters, police officers, rescue work-
ers, residents, students, and others who
are suffering from 9/11-related illnesses,
I look forward to working with you on
the upcoming emergency supplemental
appropriations legislation to ensure
that those who are sick can receive the
care they need. With this commitment,
I will withdraw my amendment to this
legislation.

——

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
wish we could pass the bill tonight, but
until disputes about the pending
amendments are resolved—and I hope
we can do that quickly overnight and
tomorrow morning—there is nothing
more we can do on the bill.

With the agreement of my ranking
member, I ask unanimous consent that
the Senate now be in a period of morn-
ing business for Senators to speak for
up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE SENATOR
TOM EAGLETON

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, Mis-
souri’s own Harry Truman once said:

A politician is a man who understands gov-
ernment. A statesman is a politician who has
been dead for 10 years.

Somehow, another son of Missouri,
Senator Tom Eagleton, managed to be
both a keen master of government and
a statesman in his own lifetime, as well
as a dear friend of many in this Cham-
ber. On this past Sunday, Tom passed
away at age 77.

Tom Eagleton was a man who radi-
ated wit, warmth, and a brand of intel-
lectual and moral seriousness that
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commanded respect, even as he won the
affection of all those around him. A
Senator and a statesman, a humani-
tarian and a humorist, Tom left his in-
delible mark on the issues that
mattered most to him. His proudest ac-
complishment in a superb career in
public life, and in the Senate particu-
larly, was an amendment to cut off
funds for America’s disastrous bombing
of Cambodia. He was also a principal
author of the Senate’s War Powers Res-
olution, which sought to dramatically
limit the President’s ability to commit
forces abroad without the consent of
Congress.

Ever true to his principles, Tom
voted against the version that was re-
ported by the conference committee,
which he believed the executive would
ultimately exploit as a 60-day blank
check to use armed force. Over Presi-
dent Nixon’s veto, and without Senator
Eagleton’s vote, the bill was passed. As
usual, Tom Eagleton’s concerns proved
only too prescient.

Senator Eagleton was a fierce and
passionate critic of the Vietnam war,
and he worked tirelessly to end that
conflict. In 1971 he made a statement
before the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, one that I remember. It
came about 3 weeks or so after I had
been privileged to testify to that com-
mittee. He made an argument that res-
onates as clearly today as it did at the
time he made it. He spoke of the need
to set a firm date for withdrawal.

In an essay he wrote entitled ‘““Whose
Power Is War Power,” he quoted Jus-
tice Story:

In a Republic, it should be difficult to
make war and easy to make peace.

And yet, he said:

In Vietnam, war came easy and peace
comes hard.

His words ring equally true of the
war in Iraq, a war he fervently opposed
from the outset.

For a brief period of time, for the 2
years our careers overlapped in the
Senate, I had the privilege of working
closely with Tom. He was as decent and
as humble as he was passionate. I re-
member, when I first came to the Sen-
ate in 1985, Tom and I were unlikely
seatmates, the two most recent addi-
tions to the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee. He wrote a letter, spontane-
ously, to Senator Pell, then the com-
mittee chair. If there was an oppor-
tunity for him to serve as a ranking
minority Democrat on a subcommittee,
he said: ‘I would prefer to forego [it] in
favor of Senator Kerry.”

It was a magnanimous gesture that
impressed me enormously, and also
made a difference to my early involve-
ment in the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee. In a place where seniority
counts—then a lot more than even
today, where prerogatives matter—and
sometimes far too much, it was un-
usual to defer to a freshman Senator as
he did. But that was Tom Eagleton.

Tom’s collegiality didn’t stop at the
aisle. One of his great friends in the
Senate was his junior Senator, his col-
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league from Missouri, Republican Sen-
ator John Danforth. He championed
Jack’s nomination to become U.N. Am-
bassador and the two cooperated on
countless issues, most recently as ex-
Senators, cochairing Missouri’s stem
cell initiative to protect all forms of
stem cell research allowed under Fed-
eral law. They were friends for 40
years, and colleagues in the Senate for
10. They showed a spirit of bipartisan
cooperation too often missing from to-
day’s politics.

On so many issues, Tom HEagleton
was a trailblazer and a visionary. He
helped to write the Clear Air Act of
1970 and the Clean Water Act of 1972,
foundations of today’s environmental
protection regime.

He was among the few in the Senate
to oppose the Reagan tax cuts as he
said: ‘‘Once again, once again,” shout-
ing in his famous baritone, ‘‘largesse to
the rich.”

As he left Washington 20 years ago,
he sounded an early warning that there
was too much money in American poli-
tics, and he was a staunch critic of the
Iraq war, from its initial walkup to the
present.

Tom Eagleton blazed other trails as
well. In 1956 he became the youngest
circuit attorney in the history of St.
Louis, a record that still stands. And in
1960, when he ran for Missouri attorney
general on the same ticket as another
Catholic, John F. Kennedy, he held his
ground when anti-Catholic bigots
scrawled graffiti over his campaign
posters. Tom Eagleton, in all of his ca-
reer, never lost a Missouri election in
his entire life.

Tom’s pre-Senate career took him
from the Navy to the district attor-
ney’s office to the lieutenant governor-
ship. I might add, parenthetically, it
happens to be the exact same course 1
followed. He was the youngest Lieuten-
ant Governor in Missouri’s history. I
empathized personally with his quip
that Missouri’s No. 2 spot was good for
standing at the window and ‘‘watching
the Missouri River flow by.”

Tom Eagleton was a quick wit, but
he was also a man fully committed to
living by his conscience, whether it led
him to take conservative positions on
social issues or even to censure a col-
league from his own side of the aisle
after ethical lapses. As the Senate de-
bated ousting a Democratic Senator
who had been convicted of bribery and
conspiracy, Senator Eagleton was firm.
He said, ‘“We should not perpetrate our
own disgrace by asking him to re-
main.”” He loved justice, and it is fit-
ting that the Federal courthouse in
downtown St. Louis now bears his
name.

In 1968, his commitment to reform
led him to challenge a sitting Demo-
cratic Senator whose record, many be-
lieved, was tarnished by corruption.
After the race, his defeated opponent
said bitterly:

The man who builds a house on public serv-
ice builds it of straw and on sand.

But Tom Eagleton proved that
wrong. He retired in 1987 with the love
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and admiration of millions in his home
State of Missouri and across the coun-
try. When he announced in 1984 that he
would not seek reelection to a fourth
term, his statement was full of the
same personal humility that had led
him to hand over his seniority to a
freshman Senator. He declared that
“public offices should not be held in
perpetuity” and added that he had en-
joyed ‘‘a full and complete career.”

As his colleague Dale Bumpers of Ar-
kansas said:

Tom’s goal was never to be carried out of
the Senate in a pine box. He chose his career
in politics because he considered it the best
place from which to promote justice, nobil-
ity, freedom and dignity.

When Tom announced he would not
seek reelection, the Kansas City Star
summed up the legacy he was leaving
behind:

Senator Thomas F. Eagleton is the kind of
politician the system is supposed to produce
but so rarely does. He has elevated the job of
politics because he does not accept the con-
ventional denigration of politics. He believes
it is a noble profession, and in the hands of
such as himself, it is exactly that.

In the two decades since he left the
Senate, Tom never let go of his inde-
fatigable sense of justice, his unique
sense of humor, his taste for politics,
or his love of Missouri. Once, after a
‘“Meet the Press” appearance a few
years ago that I was on, Tom sent me
a handwritten note afterward. He said
that while he thought I ‘‘demolished”’
my Republican counterpart, I really
““should have knocked his toupee off
his head.” That was Tom Eagleton, al-
ways seeing the humorous or absurd,
and he sent a lot of Senators personal
notes such as that over the years that
made us laugh. He was the point man
for the effort that wooed the Rams
football team from Los Angeles to St.
Louis, and even Tom was stunned by
the affection that football fans showed
him on the streets of St. Louis—par-
ticularly after the Rams’ Super Bowl
victory in 2000.

After a plane crash killed Governor
Mel Carnahan, the Missouri Demo-
cratic nominee for the Senate in Octo-
ber 2000, it was Senator Eagleton who
took the lead in knocking down spu-
rious claims that it would be illegal to
keep Carnahan’s name on the Novem-
ber ballot.

In addition to his three books, Tom
wrote over 50 op-eds for his hometown
newspaper after leaving the Senate at
age 57. He truly believed in the word
‘‘citizenship.”

In the last of those op-eds, published
November 3, 2005, Senator Eagleton
was candid in his analysis of the cur-
rent disaster in Iraq. He wrote:

Hubris is always the sword upon which the
mighty have fallen.

And:

From here on, any President will have to
level with the American people before going
to war.

Tom Eagleton loved the Senate. He
loved this institution. He was an expert
in its rules and procedures and he be-
lieved in the constitutional power to
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make decisions of war and peace. In ad-
dition to his most famous book, ‘“War
and Presidential Power: A Chronicle of
Congressional Surrender,” he also co-
authored a textbook for high school
students called ‘‘Our Constitution and
What It Means.”” Most of all, you could
see the pleasure he took from simply
being here.

Above all, Tom Eagleton loved his
family, his home State of Missouri, and
the St. Louis Cardinals. At one point
he even considered applying to become
the Commissioner of Major League
Baseball, but he couldn’t give up his
Senate seat as long as Missouri had a
Republican Governor to appoint his
successor.

This January, Tom celebrated his 50-
year anniversary with his wonderful
wife Barbara. Together they raised two
children, Terence and Christy, and
three grandchildren. Tom Eagleton was
the quintessential family man. He
never stopped giving. He gave his life
to serving his State and his country,
and when he died he left instructions
that his body was to be given to Wash-
ington University for medical research.

Senator Tom Eagleton lived a full
and remarkable life, and all of his col-
leagues and all the country will miss
him dearly. He died with no regrets.
“My ambition,” he said, ‘‘since my sen-
ior year in high school was to be a Sen-
ator.”

Not everybody achieves their ambi-
tion. Tom Eagleton actually did a lot
more than that. He achieved his own
ambitions and earned the love and en-
during respect of millions. Along the
way, he inspired so many of us, not
least of all the no-longer-freshman
Senator from Massachusetts who, 23
years later, rises sadly and proudly to
pay tribute to the man who once gave
up his seniority but never gave up his
principles.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska is recognized.

——
2007 NCAA RIFLE CHAMPIONSHIPS

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I am
pleased to report the 2007 National Col-
legiate Men’s and Women’s Rifle Cham-
pionships will be held in Fairbanks, AK
on March 9 and 10. Forty-eight student-
athletes will participate in this excit-
ing competition.

Although rifle is relatively new as an
NCAA sport, 44 colleges and univer-
sities now sponsor rifle teams. Nation-
wide, hundreds of student-athletes
compete in this sport. These young
men and women are tremendously
skilled—to score a bull’s-eye in the
smallbore competition, for instance,
shooters must strike a target the size
of the period at the end of this sen-
tence. Remarkably, they are able to
consistently hit this mark from a dis-
tance of 50 feet.

Like more traditional sports, rifle
has a positive impact on its partici-
pants. Marsha Beasley, the former head
coach of West Virginia University’s
team, once observed: ‘‘Rifle provides a
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wonderful opportunity to learn many
life skills such as self-discipline, con-
centration, the ability to relax under
pressure, goal-setting, sportsmanship
and teamwork.” Just as important,
rifle teaches participants how to han-
dle guns in a safe, responsible manner.
It is also one of the few sports where
men and women compete against each
other as equals.

Rifle competition has a great history
in our State, and Alaskans are honored
the NCAA has chosen Fairbanks as this
yvear’s host. The timing of this event is
particularly fitting—2007 marks the
70th anniversary of the University of
Alaska Fairbanks’ first rifle team.

Over the years, UAF has found great
success in this sport. The university is
the NCAA’s reigning rifle champion
and has claimed the national title in 7
of the past 8 years. Since 1988, 39
Nanooks have been selected as All-
Americans in rifle. Seven of these com-
petitors have won individual rifle
championships.

Rifle’s popularity is also apparent
throughout our state. Today, Fair-
banks is one of several Alaska cities
with a robust rifle community, and
many high schools in our state now
sponsor rifle teams as well.

Mr. President, while I will be rooting
for the home team, the University of
Alaska Fairbanks, I wish each partici-
pant the best in this competition. The
names of each team and individual se-
lected for the 2007 National Collegiate
Men’s and Women’s Rifle Champion-
ships are as follows:

Team Qualifiers: Jacksonville State Uni-
versity, Murray State University, Texas
Christian University, United States Military
Academy, United States Naval Academy,
University of Alaska Fairbanks, University
of Kentucky, University of Nebraska.

Individual Qualifiers (Smallbore Three-Po-
sition): Matthew Hamilton—United States
Military Academy, Lee Lemenager—Univer-
sity of Nevada, Reno, Layne Lewis—Univer-

sity of Alaska Fairbanks, Jennifer
Lorenzen—University of Mississippi,
Meghann Morrill—University of Nevada,

Reno.

Individual Qualifiers (Air Rifle): Erica
Burnham—Tennessee Technological Univer-
sity, Wesley Hess—United States Military
Academy, Ashley Jackson—University of
Kentucky, Keegan Singleton—University of
Memphis, Leah Wilcox—University of Texas
at EI Paso, Shannon Wilson—University of
Mississippi.

———
HONORING HERMAN JOSEPH
GESSER III

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I rise
to pay tribute to a staff member who
is, unfortunately, leaving to go back to
Louisiana. I want to spend a few min-
utes talking about his wonderful serv-
ice.

Herman Joseph Gesser came to work
in Washington for 1 year. He is an at-
torney and a very able architect and
thought he would come and work here
for the Louisiana delegation to con-
tribute to our State and to learn the
ways of Washington in public service.
Ten years later, he is still here. We are
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sad to see him return to Louisiana, but
family responsibilities and duties call
him home.

He has been projects director and
general counsel of my office now for 9
years. He has served with diligence and
dedication, honesty, integrity, and cre-
ativity. He is truly one of the most
sought after and popular members of
the Senate staff. He has worked on
transportation projects. He has been an
expert on Corps of Engineers projects,
someone whom both Republican and
Democratic staffers trust to give them
just the facts, give it to them straight,
and give it to them quickly.

I laugh and say everybody in Lou-
isiana needs a Bubba on their staff. I
sure have had a very special Bubba on
my staff for all these many years, as he
is called and referred to kindly and in
a very friendly way.

Bubba has served the people of his
home parish, New Iberia Parish, with
distinction. He has done some extraor-
dinary work, as I said, in the area of
transportation. He is going to be
missed.

He really is a true example of selfless
service. He could be, Mr. President—as
you know, many of our staff could
make a great deal more money, par-
ticularly in his case with the double
degrees he has as a lawyer and an ar-
chitect. But yet for 10 years, he has
chosen to serve and stay through the
challenges of Katrina and Rita where
his talents and abilities were called on
literally daily and was one of the go-to
people I counted on to give me facts, to
give them to me quickly so I could ad-
vocate more effectively on behalf of
the 4.5 million people in Louisiana and
the millions of people who live in the
gulf coast area.

I wanted to publicly recognize Her-
man Joseph Gesser, a citizen of Lou-
isiana and a great servant to the people
of our State in such a time of need.

I know his father is very proud of
him. I know his mother, who just
passed away last year, still continues
to give him blessings from Heaven, and
that his extended family and many
friends are very grateful to him for the
support he has given to us all these
many years.

His homecoming in south Louisiana
will be greeted with fanfare by his
hometown, but it will be a great loss to
the Landrieu staff in Washington, DC.

————

RECOGNIZING FIRST ROBOTICS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, it is my
privilege to recognize the outstanding
achievements of today’s youth in
science and engineering. On March 27, 1
am pleased to join with the city of Las
Vegas in welcoming the FIRST Robot-
ics, FRC, Regional Competition to Ne-
vada.

FIRST was founded in 1989 through
the vision of inventor Dean Kamen to
inspire interest and participation in
science and technology. As a result of
his leadership, FIRST has grown into
one of the leading robotics competi-
tions in the entire country. This
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