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and Senator REID’s amendment in the
nature of a substitute. I oppose any ef-
forts to lower guaranteed funding lev-
els for all States.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that there be a period of
morning business with Senators al-
lowed to speak therein for a period of
up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
NATIONAL SPORTSMANSHIP DAY

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I would
like to acknowledge that today, March
6th, 2007, we celebrate the 17th annual
National Sportsmanship Day. Created
by the Institute for International
Sport at the University of Rhode Island
in 1991, this initiative seeks to promote
and develop the highest ideals of
sportsmanship and fair play among not
only America’s youth but also the
international community. Over its 17
years, more than 13,500 schools and 80
million individuals across all 50 States
and many countries around the world
have participated in National Sports-
manship Day activities. On this day, in
elementary schools, middle schools,
high schools, and colleges, students,
teachers, coaches, and parents will dis-
cuss issues regarding sportsmanship
and fair play.

This year, National Sportsmanship
Day will focus on the themes ‘‘Don’t
Punch Back, Play Harder’” and ‘‘Defeat
Gamesmanship.” These themes will
prompt participants to explore the
practical values of ‘‘competitive self-
restraint” and playing within the in-
tended spirit of the rules. It is impor-
tant for both our society and our cul-
ture that we instill these values in our
youth. Additionally, the celebration
will include the 14th annual USA
Today National Sportsmanship Day
Essay Contest.

I am pleased to say that Rhode Island
is home to the Institute for Inter-
national Sport and National Sports-
manship Day. For 17 years, the insti-
tute and this initiative have enhanced
the nature and health of competition
among our Nation’s youth. The efforts
of Senator Claiborne Pell and his able
staff member Barry Sklar, Senator
John Chafee, founder Dan Doyle, and
many others have contributed to the
success of this endeavor. I know that
this year’s National Sportsmanship
Day celebration will continue to pro-
mote fair play and in so doing ensure a
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sound foundation of sportsmanship for
today and for the future.

VANDALISM OF AHAVAS TORAH
SYNAGOGUE

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, it is with
great sorrow that I bring to the atten-
tion of the Senate the recent van-
dalism and desecration of Eugene, OR’s
only conservative synagogue, Ahavas
Torah Synagogue, on February 22, 2007.
The targets of this vile act were two
sacred Torah scrolls and accompanying
prayer books. Police officers respond-
ing to neighbors’ calls found the build-
ing ransacked and a locked wooden
chest containing the Torah scrolls
pried open; the scrolls themselves were
torn and damaged.

This event comes as a shock to the
dozen families who make up Eugene’s
small Orthodox community, but unfor-
tunately is not an isolated event. In
2002, Temple Beth Israel Synagogue
was vandalized during a Shabbat serv-
ice; in 2001 the congregation received
hundreds of hate-filled letters; and in
1994 the synagogue was fired upon with
armor-piercing rifle rounds.

I am compelled to speak out against
this deplorable act of vandalism at the
Ahavas Torah Synagogue, which proves
that hate crimes still pose a serious
threat to our Nation’s security and val-
ues. All forms of hatred and intoler-
ance should be combated with every
available tool and America’s leaders
need to send a clear message that acts
of violence targeted at individuals of
any group will not be tolerated. For
this reason, I have been a cosponsor
and strong supporter of hate crimes
prevention legislation.

The Talmud teaches us that he “who
can protest an injustice, but does not,
is an accomplice to the act.” Even
though the existence of hatred is
foretold in the Torah, acts of anti-Sem-
itism and hate must be stopped before
anyone can truly worship safely and
freely.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

HONORING RITA A. ALMON

® Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I wish
to honor Ms. Rita A. Almon, who has
served as program director for the U.S.
Senate Youth Program for 29 years.
She will retire after this year’s 45th an-
niversary program, which is currently
being held March 3 to 10, 2007, in Wash-
ington, DC.

During her tenure Ms. Almon has
overseen the education and safety of
thousands of high school student dele-
gates who come annually to the Na-
tion’s Capital for this unique edu-
cational program about government,
leadership and public service. She has
worked closely with Senators and their
staffs as well as with senior officials
from each branch of Government to se-
cure an opportunity for these young
men and women to see their Govern-
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ment up close and to meet the individ-
uals who make it work.

The mission of the U.S. Senate Youth
Program, as set out in S. Res. 324 in
1962, states that ‘‘the continued vital-
ity of our Republic depends, in part, on
the intelligent understanding of our
political processes and the functions of
our National Government by the citi-
zens of the United States; and the du-
rability of a constitutional democracy
is dependent upon alert, talented, vig-
orous competition for political leader-
ship.”

Rita A. Almon has achieved the mis-
sion of the U.S. Senate Youth Program
by adhering to the highest standards of
ethics and integrity, setting a shining
example for the young men and women
who participate. I join my colleagues
in commending her and wish her well
in her future endeavors.e

————

TRIBUTE TO MARVIN VAN
HAAFTEN

e Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, one of
the joys of my job as a Senator is
working closely with talented, dedi-
cated Iowans from all walks of life. One
of the exceptional people is Marvin
Van Haaften, director of the Iowa Gov-
ernor’s Office of Drug Control Policy.
With his retirement in January, he will
conclude an extraordinary career in
public service spanning over three dec-
ades.

Marvin Van Haaften has lived in
Marion County most of his life, but his
law enforcement experience and exper-
tise has been felt throughout the State
of Iowa. Before being named by Gov-
ernor Tom Vilsack to be Iowa’s drug
policy coordinator in December 2002, he
served as Marion County sheriff for 18
years. He is a graduate of the FBI Na-
tional Academy, certified as a peace of-
ficer by the Iowa Law Enforcement
Academy, served in the National
Guard, and was a licensed medical ex-
aminer investigator.

One key to his success is that he
speaks with the authority of a sea-
soned veteran of decades on the front
line fighting crime and improving pub-
lic safety. Marvin was named Sheriff of
the Year in 1991 by the Iowa State
Sheriffs’ and Deputies’ Association and
served as its president in 1996. With
more than 32 years of law enforcement
experience, he has taught extensively
in the field of rural law enforcement,
particularly death investigation and
domestic violence crimes. He has pro-
vided local and national leadership on
the role of law enforcement in stra-
tegic victim safety and offender appre-
hension, and served on the board of di-
rectors of the National Center for
Rural Law Enforcement. Marvin also
served on many local and State com-
mittees such as the Iowa Criminal and
Juvenile Justice Planning Advisory
Council, the board of the Mid-Iowa
Narcotics Enforcement Task Force, the
board of the 18-county South Central
Iowa Clandestine Laboratory Task
Force, and was third vice president on
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the board of directors of the Iowa Asso-
ciation of Counties.

As a law enforcement officer, Marvin
has seen firsthand the ravages that do-
mestic violence inflicts on innocent
women and children. For that reason,
he has been a committed advocate for
combating domestic abuse. During the
nineties he served on the President’s
National Advisory Council on Domestic
Violence, chaired by the Attorney Gen-
eral and Secretary of Health and
Human Services, setting policy and de-
veloping domestic abuse and sexual as-
sault training for the Nation. He was
also a member of Iowa’s Domestic Vio-
lence Death Review Team, the Lieuten-
ant Governor’s STOP Violence Against
Women Coordinating Council, and the
National Sheriffs Association’s Domes-
tic Violence Committee.

The commitment that Marvin
brought to domestic violence, he also
brought to his role as Iowa’s drug pol-
icy coordinator and director of the Of-
fice of Drug Control Policy. As a law
enforcement officer, he saw the de-
struction that drug abuse wreaks on
families—the broken homes and ruined
lives. He worked very hard at both the
State and national level to ensure that
the voices and needs of local law en-
forcement were heard. He will leave
very big shoes to fill. I personally am
very grateful for the excellence, profes-
sionalism, and long hours that he
brought to this job.

Marvin also realizes the importance
of a healthy, supportive family in a
person’s life: Marvin has been married
to his wife Joyce for 42 years and has 5
grown children and 11 grandchildren. I
am sure they will enjoy his retirement,
but my staff and I will miss his counsel
and his can-do attitude. I have turned
to him again and again over the years,
and he has never let me down. It has
meant so much to be able to rely on
someone of his caliber for authori-
tative answers and prompt answers.e

——

IN MEMORY OF JOHN F. BASS

e Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President,
today, I honor John Bass, a much loved
member of the St. Louis community,
who died last month at the age of 80.
John Bass was soft-spoken and low-key
but he was also a fighter. As a young
man, he served his country in the U.S.
Navy. When he returned from service,
he found himself living in a racially di-
vided, socially and economically trou-
bled city. Determined to bring change
to his community, John literally
fought his way through a college edu-
cation. As a champion boxer, he won a
boxing scholarship to Lincoln Univer-
sity. But John’s true fight for St. Louis
came long after he hung up his gloves.

As an educator in Beaumont High
School, John was a calming presence in
a school bitterly divided by racial ten-
sion. There, at Beaumont, and probably
for the first time in his life, John was
sent to the principal’s office the hard
way. After he began his new job as
principal of Beaumont High, he pro-
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vided the calm, wise leadership that
was necessary to soothe wounds that
years of inequality inflicted on our Na-
tion’s educational system.

John was already a distinguished
member of the St. Louis community
when he rolled up his sleeves and
delved into politics to bring positive
change to the city of St. Louis by shap-
ing its policies. He did not come from a
family of politicians, and he did not in-
herit a political power base. He came
to politics as a thoughtful, practical,
and hard-working man who wanted to
make his community a better place to
live. With these attributes, John Bass
won the trust and respect of St. Louis.

John served as an alderman, State
senator, and cabinet official, but is
best known for becoming the first Afri-
can American to win the office of
comptroller in St. Louis history. When
he ran for that office in 1973, the mayor
told him that the prevailing racial ten-
sions in St. Louis would prevent his
election. Undeterred, John ignored
that prediction, won his seat, crashed
his way into the city’s most important
financial post, and left his mark on the
city of St. Louis. Regarded highly by
his contemporaries as well as older and
younger politicians, John helped pilot
the city of St. Louis through some of
its most turbulent years.

With John’s passing, we have lost a
prolific public servant, a trusted friend,
and a quiet but powerful leader.®

———

TRIBUTE TO AHMET ERTEGUN

e Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I
wish to honor a celebrated American
pioneer, a legendary entrepreneur, a
devotee, an integral cultivator of
uniquely American music, and a great
benefactor both to my home State of
Ohio and my hometown of Cleveland,
the late music executive Ahmet
Ertegun.

The son of a Turkish Ambassador to
the United States, Ertegun arrived in
this county in 1935 as a young boy des-
tined for diplomatic service. Yet at an
early age he developed a profound love
for music, especially jazz and blues,
that blossomed into a lifelong, remark-
able career.

At the age of 24, he cofounded the
independent Atlantic Records label,
mounting a historic and formidable
challenge to contemporary industry gi-
ants by his keen ability to scout and
develop talent. In other words, he knew
a winner when he met one. John
Coltrane, Ray Charles, and the Rolling
Stones are among those in his rep-
ertoire.

An exemplary immigrant, Ahmet was
well known for his ‘‘culturally tri-
angular’ relationships: He was a Turk-
ish Muslim; many of his fellow execu-
tives were Jewish, and many of the art-
ists they produced were African-Amer-
ican Christians.

David Geffen, the acclaimed enter-
tainment mogul whom Ertegun intro-
duced to the record business, noted
that fewer people have had a greater
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impact on the music industry and that
no one loved music more than he did.

Ahmet’s deep appreciation and re-
spect for musical roots and history
prompted him to establish a Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame.

The Hall of Fame Foundation was
created in 1983, and soon after, its
board of trustees began searching for a
suitable home for the museum. At that
time, about the midpoint of my decade
as mayor of Cleveland, a regional ren-
aissance was in full bloom, and Cleve-
land was making a comeback. The city
had a clear vision of our new destiny
and knew where we were headed.

The great people of my city had a
dream: to land that Hall of Fame at
home, in the heart of rock ’'n’ roll,
right where it belonged.

Moved by the undaunted initiative of
Greater Cleveland civic and business
leaders, I joined their determined ef-
fort, boarded on a plane to New York,
and pitched the idea to Ahmet and his
board of trustees.

Our team’s stunning case suddenly
made Cleveland a top contender. The
news of our heavy impression galva-
nized the city and evoked a flood of
public spirit and support that greeted
Ahmet and his board upon their subse-
quent visit to scout the town.

Well, Ahmet never lost his ability to
recognize a winner, and when he
stepped off the plane in Cleveland, he
met one. I had the honor of presenting
him with a key to our city and leading
him on a local tour, showcasing what
we had to offer.

A few months later, Ahmet and his
board reached a decision, and in their
good judgment, they selected Cleve-
land, where the term ‘‘rock ’'n’ roll”
had been coined. We in Cleveland were
both proud and humbled.

I am pleased to report, for more than
a decade, the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame in Cleveland has been a popular
global destination and a success for my
hometown, for the State of Ohio, and
for America.

I am fortunate that for a time, my
duties in public services dovetailed
with Ahmet’s vision for the future of
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.

He has been recognized many times
throughout his life. In 1987, he was in-
ducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame. In 2000, our own U.S. Library of
Congress honored him as a living leg-
end. And today, just a few weeks after
his death, I recognize him for his indel-
ible contribution to the fabric of our
great Nation.e

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:40 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 122. An act to amend the Reclamation
Wastewater and Groundwater Study and Fa-
cilities Act to authorize the Secretary of the
Interior to participate in the Inland Empire
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