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hearing is to evaluate vehicle safety
for children.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science and
Transportation be authorized to hold a
hearing during the sessions of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, February 28, 2007, at
2:30 p.m., in room 253 of the Russell
Senate Office Building. The purpose of
the hearing is to discuss and evaluate
the Fiscal Year 2008 budget for the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to hold a hearing
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, February 28, 2007, at 9:45
a.m. in room SD-366 of the Dirksen
Senate Office Building. The purpose of
the hearing is to consider the Presi-
dent’s fiscal year 2008 budget request
for the USDA Forest Service.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to conduct a hearing on ‘‘Comprehen-
sive Immigration Reform” on Wednes-
day, February 28, 2007 at 10 a.m. in
Hart Senate Office Building Room 216.

Witness List: The Honorable Carlos
M. Gutierrez, Secretary, U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce, Washington, DC;
The Honorable Michael Chertoff, Sec-
retary, U.S. Department of Homeland
Security, Washington, DC.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration be
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, February
28, 2007, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a
markup on the Omnibus Budget for
Senate Committees.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship be authorized to meet dur-
ing the session of the Senate for a
hearing entitled ‘‘The President’s Fis-
cal Year 2008 Budget Request for the
Small Business Administration,” on
Wednesday, February 28, 2007, begin-
ning at 10 a.m. in Room 428A of the
Russell Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Joint
Economic Committee be authorized to
conduct a hearing in Room 562 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building,
Wednesday, February 28, 2007, from 9:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Spe-
cial Committee on Aging be authorized
to meet Wednesday, February 28, 2007,
from 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. in Dirksen 628
for the purpose of conducting a hear-
ing. Re: The Aging Workforce: What
Does It Mean for Businesses and the
Economy.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that Stanford
Swinton of Senator GRASSLEY’s Fi-
nance Committee staff be given floor
privileges for the remainder of the day.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. INOUYE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the privilege
of the floor be provided to Melissa Por-
ter and Rich Swazey, two detailees as-
signed to the Commerce Committee,
during consideration of S. 184 and S. 4.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, on be-
half of Senator STEVENS, I ask unani-
mous consent that Pamela Friedmann
and John Hennigan, both detailees to
the Commerce Committee, be granted
floor privileges for the duration of the
110th Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to executive session to consider Execu-
tive Calendar Nos. 30 and 31; that the
nominations be confirmed; that the
motions to reconsider be laid upon the
table; that any statements relating to
the nominations be printed in the
Record; that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action;
and that the Senate then return to leg-
islative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed are as follows:

UNITED STATE SENTENCING COMMISSION

Dabney Langhorne Friedrich, of Virginia,
to be a member of the United States Sen-
tencing Commission for the remainder of the
term expiring October 31, 2009.

Beryl A. Howell, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be a member of the United States
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Sentencing Commission for a term expiring
October 31, 2011 (Reappointment), to which
position she was appointed during the last
recess of the Senate.

——
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
return to legislative session.

———

APPOINTMENTS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the Vice President,
pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 276d-276g, as
amended, appoints the following Sen-
ator as Vice Chairman of the Senate
Delegation to the Canada-U.S. Inter-
parliamentary Group conference during
the 110th Congress: the Honorable MI-
CHAEL D. CRAPO of Idaho.

The Chair, on behalf of the Vice
President, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 276h—
276k, as amended, appoints the fol-
lowing Senator as Vice Chairman of
the Senate Delegation to the Mexico-
U.S. Interparliamentary Group con-
ference during the 110th Congress: the
Honorable JOHN CORNYN of Texas.

The Chair, on behalf of the Vice
President, in accordance with 22 U.S.C.
1928a-1928d, as amended, appoints the
following Senator as Vice Chairman of
the Senate Delegation to the NATO
Parliamentary Assembly during the
110th Congress: the Honorable GORDON
H. SMITH of Oregon.

The Chair, on behalf of the President
pro tempore, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2761,
as amended, appoints the following
Senator as Vice Chairman of the Sen-
ate Delegation to the British-American
Interparliamentary Group conference
during the 110th Congress: the Honor-
able THAD COCHRAN of Mississippi.

————
SIBLINGS CONNECTION DAY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Judiciary Com-
mittee be discharged from further con-
sideration of S. Res. 86, and that the
Senate proceed to its consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The resolution (S. Res. 86) designating
March 1, 2007, as ‘“Siblings Connection Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motion to reconsider be laid upon
the table, and that any statements re-
lating to the resolution be printed in
the RECORD, with no intervening action
or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 86) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:
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S. RES. 86

Whereas sibling relationships are among
the longest-lasting and most significant re-
lationships in life;

Whereas brothers and sisters share history,
memories, and traditions that bind them to-
gether as family;

Whereas it is estimated that over 65 per-
cent of children in foster care have siblings,
many of whom are separated when placed in
the foster care system, adopted, or con-
fronted with different kinship placements;

Whereas children in foster care are at
greater risk than their peers of having emo-
tional disturbances, problems in school, and
difficulties with relationships later in life;

Whereas the separation of siblings while
children causes additional grief and loss;

Whereas organizations and private volun-
teer efforts exist that advocate for pre-
serving sibling relationships in foster care
settings and that give siblings in foster care
the opportunity to reunite;

Whereas Camp to Belong, a nonprofit orga-
nization founded in 1995 by Lynn Price,
heightens public awareness of the need to
preserve sibling relationships in foster care
settings and gives siblings in foster care the
opportunity to be reunited; and

Whereas Camp to Belong has reunited over
2,000 separated siblings across the United
States, the United States Virgin Islands, and
Canada: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates March 1, 2007, as ‘‘Siblings
Connection Day’’;

(2) encourages the people of the United
States to celebrate sibling relationships on
Siblings Connection Day; and

(3) supports efforts to respect and preserve
sibling relationships that are at risk of being
disrupted by the placement of children in the
foster care system.

———

COMMENDING PARTICIPANTS IN
THE SENATE YOUTH PROGRAM

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
90.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The resolution (S. Res. 90) commending
students who participated in the United
States Senate Youth Program between 1962
and 2007.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
and the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 90) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 90

Whereas the students who have partici-
pated in the United States Senate Youth
Program (referred to in this preamble as the
‘“‘Senate Youth Program’’) over the past 45
years were chosen for their exceptional
merit and interest in the political process;

Whereas the students demonstrated out-
standing leadership abilities and a strong
commitment to community service and have
ranked academically in the top 1 percent of
their States;
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Whereas the Senate Youth Program alum-
ni have continued to achieve unparalleled
educational and professional success and
have demonstrated a strong commitment to
public service on the local, State, national,
and global levels;

Whereas the Senate Youth Program alum-
ni have demonstrated excellent qualities of
citizenship and have contributed to the Na-
tion’s constitutional democracy, both profes-
sionally and in volunteer capacities, and
have made an indelible impression on their
communities;

Whereas each State department of edu-
cation has selected outstanding participants
for the Senate Youth Program;

Whereas the Department of Defense, De-
partment of State, and other Federal depart-
ments, as well as Congress, have offered sup-
port and provided top level speakers who
have inspired and educated the students in
the Senate Youth Program; and

Whereas the directors of the William Ran-
dolph Hearst Foundation have continually
made the Senate Youth Program available
for outstanding young students and exposed
them to the varied aspects of public service:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate congratulates,
honors, and pays tribute to the more than
4,500 exemplary students who have been se-
lected, on their merit, to participate in the
United States Senate Youth Program be-
tween 1962 and 2007.

———
READ ACROSS AMERICA DAY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of S.
Res. 91.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The resolution (S. Res. 91) designating
March 2, 2007, as ‘“‘Read Across America
Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motion to reconsider be laid upon
the table, and that any statements re-
lating to the resolution be printed in
the RECORD, with no intervening action
or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 91) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 91

Whereas reading is a basic requirement for
quality education and professional success,
and is a source of pleasure throughout life;

Whereas the people of the United States
must be able to read if the United States is
to remain competitive in the global econ-
omy,;

Whereas Congress, through the No Child
Left Behind Act of 2001 (Public Law 107-110)
and the Reading First, Early Reading First,
and Improving Literacy Through School Li-
braries programs, has placed great emphasis
on reading intervention and providing addi-
tional resources for reading assistance; and

Whereas more than 50 national organiza-
tions concerned about reading and education
have joined with the National Education As-
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sociation to use March 2, the anniversary of
the birth of Theodor Geisel, also known as
Dr. Seuss, to celebrate reading: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates March 2, 2007, as
Across America Day’’;

(2) honors Theodor Geisel, also known as
Dr. Seuss, for his success in encouraging
children to discover the joy of reading;

(3) honors the 10th anniversary of Read
Across America Day;

(4) encourages parents to read with their
children for at least 30 minutes on Read
Across America Day in honor of the commit-
ment of the Senate to building a nation of
readers; and

(5) encourages the people of the United
States to observe the day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

“Read

———

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MARCH
1, 2007

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate
completes its business today it stand
adjourned until 9:30 a.m. tomorrow
morning, Thursday, March 1; that on
Thursday, following the prayer and the
Pledge, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the morning hour be
deemed expired, and the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day; finally, that there be
a period for morning business for 60
minutes with Senators permitted to
speak therein for up to 10 minutes
each, with the first 30 minutes under
the control of the Republicans and the
second 30 minutes under the control of
the majority; that following morning
business, the Senate then resume con-
sideration of S. 4.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I made a
plea earlier today for Members to come
to the floor and offer amendments so
we can complete action on this impor-
tant legislation in timely fashion. I
would further editorialize, we are going
to finish the bill, and I hope it is not
necessary to file cloture. The Repub-
lican leader and I do not want to have
to file cloture on this bill. We want
people to come forward and offer
amendments.

When we resume consideration of the
bill tomorrow, we will have a Demo-
cratic amendment ready to offer at
that time.

——————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. REID. If there is no further busi-
ness to come before this body today,
and if the Republican leader has no
comments, I now ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate stand adjourned
under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:37 p.m., adjourned until Thursday,
March 1, 2007, at 9:30 a.m.

———

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate Wednesday, February 28,
2007:
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