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staff of such committee (under procedures 
specified by section 202(j) of that Act). 
SEC. 20. SPECIAL RESERVE. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Within the funds in 
the account ‘‘Expenses of Inquiries and In-
vestigations’’ appropriated by the legislative 
branch appropriation Acts for fiscal years 
2007, 2008, and 2009, there is authorized to be 
established a special reserve to be available 
to any committee funded by this resolution 
as provided in subsection (b) of which— 

(1) an amount not to exceed $4,375,000, shall 
be available for the period March 1, 2007, 
through September 30, 2007; and 

(2) an amount not to exceed $7,500,000, shall 
be available for the period October 1, 2007, 
through September 30, 2008; and 

(3) an amount not to exceed $3,125,000, shall 
be available for the period October 1, 2008, 
through February 28, 2009. 

(b) AVAILABILITY.—The special reserve au-
thorized in subsection (a) shall be available 
to any committee— 

(1) on the basis of special need to meet un-
paid obligations incurred by that committee 
during the periods referred to in paragraphs 
(1), (2), and (3) of subsection (a); and 

(2) at the request of a Chairman and Rank-
ing Member of that committee subject to the 
approval of the Chairman and Ranking Mem-
ber of the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 90—COM-
MENDING STUDENTS WHO PAR-
TICIPATED IN THE UNITED 
STATES SENATE YOUTH PRO-
GRAM BETWEEN 1962 AND 2007 
Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. 

OBAMA, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. THOMAS, and 
Mr. COCHRAN) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 90 

Whereas the students who have partici-
pated in the United States Senate Youth 
Program (referred to in this preamble as the 
‘‘Senate Youth Program’’) over the past 45 
years were chosen for their exceptional 
merit and interest in the political process; 

Whereas the students demonstrated out-
standing leadership abilities and a strong 
commitment to community service and have 
ranked academically in the top 1 percent of 
their States; 

Whereas the Senate Youth Program alum-
ni have continued to achieve unparalleled 
educational and professional success and 
have demonstrated a strong commitment to 
public service on the local, State, national, 
and global levels; 

Whereas the Senate Youth Program alum-
ni have demonstrated excellent qualities of 
citizenship and have contributed to the Na-
tion’s constitutional democracy, both profes-
sionally and in volunteer capacities, and 
have made an indelible impression on their 
communities; 

Whereas each State department of edu-
cation has selected outstanding participants 
for the Senate Youth Program; 

Whereas the Department of Defense, De-
partment of State, and other Federal depart-
ments, as well as Congress, have offered sup-
port and provided top level speakers who 
have inspired and educated the students in 
the Senate Youth Program; and 

Whereas the directors of the William Ran-
dolph Hearst Foundation have continually 
made the Senate Youth Program available 
for outstanding young students and exposed 
them to the varied aspects of public service: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate congratulates, 
honors, and pays tribute to the more than 

4,500 exemplary students who have been se-
lected, on their merit, to participate in the 
United States Senate Youth Program be-
tween 1962 and 2007. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 91—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 2, 2007, AS ‘‘READ 
ACROSS AMERICA DAY’’ 

Mr. REED (for himself and Ms. COL-
LINS) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 91 

Whereas reading is a basic requirement for 
quality education and professional success, 
and is a source of pleasure throughout life; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
must be able to read if the United States is 
to remain competitive in the global econ-
omy; 

Whereas Congress, through the No Child 
Left Behind Act of 2001 (Public Law 107–110) 
and the Reading First, Early Reading First, 
and Improving Literacy Through School Li-
braries programs, has placed great emphasis 
on reading intervention and providing addi-
tional resources for reading assistance; and 

Whereas more than 50 national organiza-
tions concerned about reading and education 
have joined with the National Education As-
sociation to use March 2, the anniversary of 
the birth of Theodor Geisel, also known as 
Dr. Seuss, to celebrate reading: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates March 2, 2007, as ‘‘Read 

Across America Day’’; 
(2) honors Theodor Geisel, also known as 

Dr. Seuss, for his success in encouraging 
children to discover the joy of reading; 

(3) honors the 10th anniversary of Read 
Across America Day; 

(4) encourages parents to read with their 
children for at least 30 minutes on Read 
Across America Day in honor of the commit-
ment of the Senate to building a nation of 
readers; and 

(5) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe the day with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 14—COMMEMORATING THE 
85TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FOUNDING OF THE AMERICAN 
HELLENIC EDUCATIONAL PRO-
GRESSIVE ASSOCIATION, A 
LEADING ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
1,300,000 UNITED STATES CITI-
ZENS OF GREEK ANCESTRY AND 
PHILHELLENES IN THE UNITED 
STATES 

Ms. SNOWE (for herself and Mr. 
MENENDEZ) submitted the following 
concurrent resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary: 

S. CON. RES. 14 

Whereas the American Hellenic Edu-
cational Progressive Association (AHEPA) 
was founded on July 26, 1922, in Atlanta, 
Georgia, by 8 visionary Greek immigrants to 
help unify, organize, and protect against the 
bigotry, discrimination, and defamation 
faced by people of all ethnic, racial, and reli-
gious backgrounds perpetrated predomi-
nantly by the Ku Klux Klan; 

Whereas the mission of AHEPA is to pro-
mote the ideals of ancient Greece, which in-
clude philanthropy, education, civic respon-
sibility, and family and individual excellence 

through community service and vol-
unteerism; 

Whereas, since its inception, AHEPA has 
instilled in its members an understanding of 
their Hellenic heritage and an awareness of 
the contributions made by Greece to the de-
velopment of democratic principles and gov-
ernance in the United States and throughout 
the world; 

Whereas AHEPA has done much through-
out its history to foster patriotism in the 
United States; 

Whereas members of AHEPA have served 
in the Armed Forces to protect the freedom 
of the United States and to preserve the 
democratic ideals that are part of the Hel-
lenic legacy; 

Whereas, in World War II, members of 
AHEPA were parachuted behind enemy lines 
in Nazi-occupied Greece to help liberate the 
country; 

Whereas AHEPA raised more than 
$253,000,000 for United States war bonds dur-
ing World War II, for which AHEPA was 
named an official Issuing Agent for United 
States War Bonds by the Department of 
Treasury, an honor that no other civic orga-
nization was able to achieve at the time; 

Whereas the members of AHEPA donated 
$612,000 for the restoration of the Statue of 
Liberty and Ellis Island, New York, for 
which AHEPA received special recognition 
by the Department of the Interior; 

Whereas the AHEPA National Housing 
Program was awarded $500,000,000 by the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development 
for its Section 202 Program, which has yield-
ed 4,370 units in 80 properties across 21 States 
and 49 cities and has provided dignified, af-
fordable housing to senior citizens; 

Whereas AHEPA was recognized by the De-
partment of State as an organization that 
has engaged in ‘‘Track Two Diplomacy’’ to 
foster reconciliation and rapprochement in 
the Eastern Mediterranean, which is in the 
best interest of the United States; 

Whereas members of AHEPA raised $110,000 
for the George C. Marshall Statue to be 
erected on the grounds of the United States 
Embassy in Athens, Greece, in celebration of 
the historic relationship between the United 
States and Greece, and in tribute to an out-
standing statesman and Philhellene, General 
Marshall; 

Whereas AHEPA financially supports 
scholarships, educational chairs, medical re-
search, and countless other charitable and 
philanthropic causes by contributing more 
than $2,000,000 annually from its national, 
district, and local levels collectively; 

Whereas, in the spirit of their Hellenic her-
itage and in commemoration of the Centen-
nial Olympic Games held in Atlanta, Geor-
gia, members of AHEPA raised $775,000 for 
the Tribute to Olympism Sculpture, the fan- 
like structure of which helped to save lives 
during the bombing at Centennial Olympic 
Park; 

Whereas members of AHEPA have been 
Presidents and Vice Presidents of the United 
States, United States Senators and Rep-
resentatives, and United States Ambas-
sadors, and have served honorably as elected 
officials at the local and State levels 
throughout the United States; and 

Whereas President George H.W. Bush cited 
AHEPA as one of the ‘‘thousand points of 
light’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That the Congress— 

(1) recognizes the significant contributions 
of United States citizens of Hellenic heritage 
to the United States; 

(2) commemorates the 85th anniversary of 
the founding of the American Hellenic Edu-
cational Progressive Association (AHEPA), 
applauds its mission, and commends the 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 03:34 Mar 01, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00092 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A28FE6.092 S28FEPT1jc
or

co
ra

n 
on

 P
R

O
D

1P
C

62
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2379 February 28, 2007 
many charitable contributions of its mem-
bers to communities around the world; and 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe the 85th anniversary of the 
founding of AHEPA and celebrate its many 
accomplishments. 

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, this year 
marks the 85th anniversary of the 
founding of the American Hellenic 
Educational Progressive Association, 
AHEPA. I rise today to submit with my 
colleague, Senator MENENDEZ, a con-
current resolution honoring AHEPA’s 
history of service, not only to Ameri-
cans of Greek descent, but to Ameri-
cans of all backgrounds and to the 
United States itself. 

AHEPA was founded in 1922 to com-
bat the bigotry encountered by Greek 
immigrants to this country, and to as-
sist these new Americans with building 
and protecting their livelihoods in our 
great Nation. Eighty-five years later— 
decades in which generations of Greek- 
Americans worked tirelessly in com-
merce and fought patriotically on the 
battlefield to make the United States 
the prosperous and peaceful land it is 
today—AHEPA continues its mission 
to promote the shared Hellenic and 
American values of education, philan-
thropy, civic responsibility, and family 
and individual excellence. 

This is more than a mission state-
ment, it is a commitment to action 
that has been fulfilled time and again. 
AHEPA today awards more than half a 
million dollars in academic scholar-
ships annually. Its philanthropic ef-
forts have contributed to the restora-
tion of the Statue of Liberty and Ellis 
Island. It has enhanced the civic par-
ticipation of its members and other 
U.S. citizens through seminars and 
conferences on key domestic and inter-
national policy issues. And, together 
with three affiliated organizations—the 
Daughters of Penelope, the Sons of 
Pericles and the Maids of Athena— 
AHEPA has contributed to over a bil-
lion dollars in funding for youth- and 
family-focused projects across the 
country. 

As the first Greek-American woman 
elected to both the House and Senate, 
I am often reminded that the connec-
tion between the U.S. Congress and the 
Greek people is not limited to the 
Greek Americans who have served as 
members, or the foreign policy issues 
debated in its halls. Rather, the very 
inspiration for the Congress as a legis-
lative body are the democratic cham-
bers of ancient Greece. 

The myriad ties between our two 
countries—be they cultural, economic 
or geopolitical—comprise a bond that 
can and should only strengthen. 
AHEPA’s long record of service to 
Greek-Americans and their country-
men are both a testament and critical 
component of that historical bond. It is 
accordingly an honor and a pleasure to 
submit this concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing the accomplishments of 
AHEPA’s first 85 years. May there be 
many, many more. 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 271. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr. REID (for 
himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) to 
the bill S. 4, to make the United States more 
secure by implementing unfinished rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission to 
fight the war on terror more effectively, to 
improve homeland security, and for other 
purposes. 

SA 272. Mr. ALLARD submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 273. Mr. ALLARD (for himself and Mr. 
SALAZAR) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 4, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 274. Mr. ALLARD submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 275. Mr. REID (for himself, Mr. 
LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) proposed an 
amendment to the bill S. 4, supra. 

SA 276. Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr. 
CORNYN, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mrs. BOXER, Mrs. 
HUTCHISON, Mr. SCHUMER, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. 
OBAMA, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. CASEY, and Mr. 
KERRY) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed to amendment SA 275 pro-
posed by Mr. REID (for himself, Mr. 
LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill S. 4, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 277. Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. AL-
EXANDER, Mr. CARPER, Ms. SNOWE, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. CHAMBLISS, and Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) proposed an amendment to 
amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr. REID (for 
himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) to 
the bill S. 4, supra. 

SA 278. Mrs. CLINTON (for herself and Mr. 
SCHUMER) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed to amendment SA 275 pro-
posed by Mr. REID (for himself, Mr. 
LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill S. 4, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 279. Mr. DEMINT proposed an amend-
ment to amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr. 
REID (for himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and Ms. 
COLLINS) to the bill S. 4, supra. 

SA 280. Mr. SALAZAR (for himself, Mr. 
CHAMBLISS, Mr. ISAKSON, and Mr. PRYOR) 
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr. 
REID (for himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and Ms. 
COLLINS) to the bill S. 4, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 281. Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself and 
Mr. DOMENICI) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 275 
proposed by Mr. REID (for himself, Mr. 
LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill S. 4, 
supra. 

SA 282. Mr. BINGAMAN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr. REID (for 
himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) to 
the bill S. 4, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 283. Mr. BINGAMAN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr. REID (for 
himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) to 
the bill S. 4, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 284. Mr. REID (for Mr. BIDEN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr. 
REID (for himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and Ms. 
COLLINS) to the bill S. 4, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 285. Mr. INOUYE (for himself, Mr. STE-
VENS, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and Mrs. MURRAY) pro-
posed an amendment to amendment SA 275 

proposed by Mr. REID (for himself, Mr. 
LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill S. 4, 
supra. 

SA 286. Mr. SPECTER (for himself, Mr. 
LEAHY, and Mr. DODD) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 287. Mr. ALLARD submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 271. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
to amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr. 
REID (for himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and 
Ms. COLLINS) to the bill S. 4, to make 
the United States more secure by im-
plementing unfinished recommenda-
tions of the 9/11 Commission to fight 
the war on terror more effectively, to 
improve homeland security, and for 
other purposes; as follows: 

Strike subsection (c) of section 401 and in-
sert the following: 

(c) DISCRETIONARY VISA WAIVER PROGRAM 
EXPANSION.—Section 217(c) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1187(c)) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(8) NONIMMIGRANT VISA REFUSAL RATE 
FLEXIBILITY.— 

‘‘(A) CERTIFICATION.—On the date on which 
an air exit system is in place that can verify 
the departure of not less than 97 percent of 
foreign nationals that exit through airports 
of the United States, the Secretary of Home-
land Security shall certify to Congress that 
such air exit system is in place. 

‘‘(B) WAIVER.—After certification by the 
Secretary under subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, in consultation 
with the Secretary of State, may waive the 
application of paragraph (2)(A) for a coun-
try— 

‘‘(i) if the country meets all security re-
quirements of this section; 

‘‘(ii) if the Secretary of Homeland Security 
determines that the totality of the country’s 
security risk mitigation measures provide 
assurance that the country’s participation in 
the program would not compromise the law 
enforcement, security interests, or enforce-
ment of the immigration laws of the United 
States; 

‘‘(iii) if there has been a sustained reduc-
tion in the rate of refusals for nonimmigrant 
visitor visas for nationals of the country and 
conditions exist to continue such reduction; 

‘‘(iv) the country cooperated with the Gov-
ernment of the United States on 
counterterrorism initiatives and information 
sharing before the date of its designation as 
a program country, and the Secretary of 
Homeland Security and the Secretary of 
State expect such cooperation will continue; 
and 

‘‘(v)(I) if the rate of refusals for non-
immigrant visitor visas for nationals of the 
country during the previous full fiscal year 
was not more than 10 percent; or 

‘‘(II) if the visa overstay rate for the coun-
try for the previous full fiscal year does not 
exceed the maximum visa overstay rate, 
once it is established under subparagraph 
(C). 

‘‘(C) MAXIMUM VISA OVERSTAY RATE.— 
‘‘(i) REQUIREMENT TO ESTABLISH.—After 

certification by the Secretary under sub-
paragraph (A), the Secretary of Homeland 
Security and the Secretary of State jointly 
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