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By Mr. HAGEL (for himself, Mrs. CLIN-
TON, Mr. BROWNBACK, and Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN):

S. Res. 87. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate that the President
should declare lung cancer a public health
priority and should implement a comprehen-
sive interagency program to reduce the lung
cancer mortality rate by at least 50 percent
by 2015; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

8.5
At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
JOHNSON) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 5, a bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to provide for human em-
bryonic stem cell research.
S. 23
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) and the Senator
from Colorado (Mr. SALAZAR) Wwere
added as cosponsors of S. 23, a bill to
promote renewable fuel and energy se-
curity of the United States, and for
other purposes.
S. 223
At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 223, a bill to require Senate
candidates to file designations, state-
ments, and reports in electronic form.
S. 242
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 242, a bill to amend the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
with respect to the importation of pre-
scription drugs, and for other purposes.
S. 316
At the request of Mr. KOHL, the name
of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-
BIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 316,
a bill to prohibit brand name drug com-
panies from compensating generic drug
companies to delay the entry of a ge-
neric drug into the market.
S. 329
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 329, a bill to amend title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to provide
coverage for cardiac rehabilitation and
pulmonary rehabilitation services.
S. 394
At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
394, a bill to amend the Humane Meth-
ods of Livestock Slaughter Act of 1958
to ensure the humane slaughter of non-
ambulatory livestock, and for other
purposes.
S. 415
At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
BENNETT) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 415, a bill to amend the Revised
Statutes of the United States to pre-
vent the use of the legal system in a
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manner that extorts money from State
and local governments, and the Federal
Government, and inhibits such govern-
ments’ constitutional actions under
the first, tenth, and fourteenth amend-
ments.
S. 433
At the request of Mr. OBAMA, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
433, a bill to state United States policy
for Iraq, and for other purposes.
S. 439
At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
DORGAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
439, a bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to permit certain retired
members of the uniformed services who
have a service-connected disability to
receive both disability compensation
from the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs for their disability and either re-
tired pay by reason of their years of
military service or Combat-Related
Special Compensation.
S. 442
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. KoHL) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 442, a bill to provide for loan repay-
ment for prosecutors and public defend-
ers.
S. 547
At the request of Mr. VOINOVICH, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 547, a bill to establish a Deputy
Secretary of Homeland Security for
Management, and for other purposes.
S. 558
At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
LUGAR) was added as a cosponsor of S.
568, a bill to provide parity between
health insurance coverage of mental
health benefits and benefits for med-
ical and surgical services.
S. 561
At the request of Mr. BUNNING, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 561, a bill to repeal the
sunset of the Economic Growth and
Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001
with respect to the expansion of the
adoption credit and adoption assist-
ance programs.
S. 562
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
562, a bill to provide for flexibility and
improvements in elementary and sec-
ondary education, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 575
At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
575, a bill to authorize appropriations
for border and transportation security
personnel and technology, and for
other purposes.
S. 583
At the request of Mr. SALAZAR, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
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kota (Mr. CONRAD) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 583, a bill to create a com-
petitive grant program for States to
enable the States to award salary bo-
nuses to highly qualified elementary
school or secondary school teachers
who teach, or commit to teach, for at
least 3 academic years in a school
served by a rural local educational
agency.
S. 584
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 584, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to mod-
ify the rehabilitation credit and the
low-income housing credit.
S. 594
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 594, a bill to limit the use,
sale, and transfer of cluster munitions.
S. 601
At the request of Mr. COBURN, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 601, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to re-
quire broker reporting of customer’s
basis in securities transactions, and for
other purposes.
S. 609
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Alaska
(Mr. STEVENS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 609, a bill to amend section 254
of the Communications Act of 1934 to
provide that funds received as uni-
versal service contributions and the
universal service support programs es-
tablished pursuant to that section are
not subject to certain provisions of
title 31, United States Code, commonly
known as the Antideficiency Act.
S. 626
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
names of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN), the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) and the Sen-
ator from Nebraska (Mr. HAGEL) were
added as cosponsors of S. 626, a bill to
amend the Public Health Service Act
to provide for arthritis research and
public health, and for other purposes.
S. 634
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name
of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
LUGAR) was added as a cosponsor of S.
634, a bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to establish grant pro-
grams to provide for education and
outreach on newborn screening and co-
ordinated followup care once newborn
screening has been conducted, to reau-
thorize programs under part A of title
XI of such Act, and for other purposes.
S. 655
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. FEINGOLD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 655, a bill to amend the Con-
gressional Charter of The American
National Red Cross to modernize its
governance structure, to enhance the
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ability of the board of governors of The
American National Red Cross to sup-
port the critical mission of The Amer-
ican Red Cross in the 21st century, and
for other purposes.
S. 684

At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CONRAD) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 684, a bill to clarify the
authority of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior with respect to the management of
the elk population located in the Theo-
dore Roosevelt National Park.

S. RES. 33

At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
BROWNBACK) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 33, a resolution expressing
the sense of the Senate that the United
States should expand its relationship
with the Republic of Georgia by com-
mencing negotiations to enter into a
free trade agreement.

S. RES. 84

At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 84, a resolution observing
February 23, 2007, as the 200th anniver-
sary of the abolition of the slave trade
in the British Empire, honoring the
distinguished life and legacy of Wil-
liam Wilberforce, and encouraging the
people of the United States to follow
the example of William Wilberforce by
selflessly pursuing respect for human
rights around the world.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and
Mr. KENNEDY):

S. 687. A Dbill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide a busi-
ness credit against income for the pur-
chase of fishing safety equipment; to
the Committee on Finance.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce the Commercial
Fishermen Safety Act of 2007, a bill to
help fishermen purchase the life-saving
safety equipment they need to survive
when disaster strikes. I am pleased to
be joined by my colleague from Massa-
chusetts, Senator Kennedy, in intro-
ducing this legislation.

Everyday, members of our fishing
communities struggle to cope with the
pressures of running a small business,
complying with burdensome regula-
tions, and maintaining their vessels
and equipment. Added to these chal-
lenges are the dangers associated with
fishing.

Year-in and year-out, commercial
fishing ranks among the Nation’s most
dangerous occupations. Last August,
when the Bureau of Labor Statistics
released the most recent National Cen-
sus of Fatal Occupational Injuries,
fishing was the most dangerous occupa-
tion. While the national rate of occupa-
tional-related fatalities dropped by 1
percent in 2005, I am saddened to say
that the fishing community saw an in-
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crease of almost 14 percent from the
previous year. I have introducd similar
measures in previous sessions of Con-
gress, but these tragic statistics illus-
trate why this piece of legislation is
absolutely needed right now.

And as we know, these statistics
have a very real face to them. And
sadly, the New England fishing commu-
nity is certainly no stranger to the
pain and loss of their own.

Last November, the small fishing
community of Port Clyde saw the trag-
ic loss of one their own. The Taylor
Emily, a 48-foot fishing boat, capsized
and sank about 80 miles east of Port-
land, ME. Tragically, long-time fisher-
man Jim Weaver perished in this inci-
dent. Another fisherman aboard the
boat, Christopher Yattaw, was saved
when the Taylor Emily sank. Chris
treaded the frigid waters for almost an
hour, but finally, the boat’s life raft in-
flated. Almost 8 hours later, Chris was
rescued from the life raft by a passing
fishing vessel. This incident could have
been even more tragic if the critical
live-saving equipment had not been
aboard.

Coast Guard regulations require all
fishing vessels to carry safety equip-
ment. The requirements vary depend-
ing on factors such as the size of the
vessel, the temperature of the water,
and the distance the vessel travels
from shore to fish. Required equipment
can include a life raft that automati-
cally inflates and floats free, should
the vessel sink. This is what saved
Christopher Yattaw’s life. Other live-
saving equipment includes: personal
flotation devices or immersion suits
which help protect fishermen from ex-
posure and increase buoyancy; EPIRBs,
which relay a downed vessel’s position
to Coast Guard Search and Rescue Per-
sonnel; visual distress signals; and fire
extinguishers. When an emergency
arises, safety equipment is priceless.
At all other times, the cost of pur-
chasing or maintaining this equipment
must compete with other expenses such
as loan payments, fuel, wages, mainte-
nance, and insurance.

The Commercial Fishermen Safety
Act of 2007 provides a tax credit equal
to 75 percent of the amount paid by
fishermen to purchase or maintain re-
quired safety equipment. The tax cred-
it is capped at $1,500. Items such as
EPIRBs and immersion suits cost hun-
dreds of dollars, while life rafts can
reach into the thousands. The tax cred-
it will make life-saving equipment
more affordable for more fishermen,
who currently face limited options
under the Federal tax code.

We have seen far too many tragedies
in this occupation. Please, let us sup-
port fishermen who are trying to pre-
pare in case disaster strikes. Safety
equipment saves lives. By providing a
tax credit for the purchase of safety
equipment, Congress can help ensure
that fishermen have a better chance of
returning home each and every time
they head out to sea.

I ask unanimous consent that the
text of the bill be put in the RECORD.

S2275

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 687

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Commercial
Fishermen Safety Act of 2007°.

SEC. 2. CREDIT FOR PURCHASE OF FISHING
SAFETY EQUIPMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subpart D of part IV of
subchapter A of chapter 1 of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to business-re-
lated credits) is amended by adding at the
end the following new section:

“SEC. 450. FISHING SAFETY EQUIPMENT CREDIT.

‘‘(a) GENERAL RULE.—For purposes of sec-
tion 38, in the case of an eligible taxpayer,
the fishing safety equipment credit deter-
mined under this section for the taxable year
is 75 percent of the amount of qualified fish-
ing safety equipment expenses paid or in-
curred by the taxpayer during the taxable
year.

““(b) LIMITATION ON MAXIMUM CREDIT.—The
credit allowed under subsection (a) with re-
spect to a taxpayer for the taxable year shall
not exceed $1,500.

‘‘(c) ELIGIBLE TAXPAYER.—For purposes of
this section, the term ‘eligible taxpayer’
means a taxpayer engaged in a fishing busi-
ness.

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion—

‘(1) FISHING BUSINESS.—The term ‘fishing
business’ means the conduct of commercial
fishing as defined in section 3 of the Magnu-
son-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Man-
agement Act (16 U.S.C. 1802).

‘(2) QUALIFIED FISHING SAFETY EQUIPMENT
EXPENSES.—

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified fish-
ing safety equipment expenses’ means an
amount paid or incurred for fishing safety
equipment for use by the taxpayer in connec-
tion with a fishing business.

*(B) FISHING SAFETY EQUIPMENT.—The term
‘fishing safety equipment’ means—

‘(i) lifesaving equipment required to be
carried by a vessel under section 4502 of title
46, United States Code, and

‘(ii) any maintenance of such equipment
required under such section.

‘‘(e) SPECIAL RULES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Rules similar to the
rules of subsections (¢), (d), and (e) of section
52 shall apply for purposes of this section.

‘“(2) AGGREGATION RULES.—AIll persons
treated as a single employer under sub-
section (a) or (b) of section 52 or subsection
(m) or (o) of section 414 shall be treated as
one person for purposes of subsection (a).

‘“(f) DENIAL OF DOUBLE BENEFIT.—No de-
duction shall be allowed under this chapter
(other than a credit under this section) for
any amount taken into account in deter-
mining the credit under this section.

‘‘(g) BASIS ADJUSTMENT.—For purposes of
this subtitle, if a credit is allowed under this
section with respect to any equipment, the
basis of such equipment shall be reduced by
the amount of the credit so allowed.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) Section 38(b) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 (relating to general business
credit) is amended by striking ‘‘plus’ at the
end of paragraph (30), by striking the period
at the end of paragraph (31) and inserting °°,
plus’’, and by adding at the end the following
new paragraph:

‘(32) the fishing safety equipment credit
determined under section 450(a).”’.

(2) Subsection (a) of section 1016 of such
Code is amended by striking ‘“‘and” at the
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