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thing, and I am glad that we moved 
forward. 

We need to do the same in Sudan 
today. Millions of Americans are un-
knowingly investing in companies that 
do business in support of the Khartoum 
Government. I know because I was one 
of them. I discovered that fact when a 
reporter, who researched my publicly 
disclosed investments—not a massive 
portfolio, I might add—told me one of 
the mutual funds I owned included the 
stock of a company doing business in 
Sudan. I immediately sold it. But that 
reporter’s question was a powerful 
wake-up call for me. 

A growing number of States, led by 
my home State of Illinois and State 
Senator Jacqueline Collins, a real lead-
er on this issue, and a growing number 
of colleges and universities, including 
Northwestern University—and I par-
ticularly salute President Henry 
Bienen—have taken steps to address 
this issue of investing in Sudan. Some 
have sought to fully divest pension 
funds and endowments, others have 
adopted more targeted measures to re-
strict investments in the largest com-
panies operating in Sudan. 

I salute these efforts, and I plan to 
introduce legislation to help provide 
Federal support for these efforts as 
well. 

Our subcommittee’s genocide hearing 
also identified a serious loophole in 
Federal antigenocide law that Congress 
needs to close. Genocide is a Federal 
crime, but under the law, as currently 
written, only genocide that takes place 
in the United States or is committed 
by a U.S. national can be punished by 
our courts. Federal investigators have 
identified war criminals who were in-
volved in the Rwandan genocide and 
the Srebrenica massacres who have 
found safe haven in our country. These 
are people perpetrating genocide in 
other places on Earth now safely 
ensconced in the United States. But be-
cause they are not U.S. nationals, be-
cause the genocide didn’t occur within 
our borders, we cannot, under our cur-
rent law, prosecute them. 

The Justice Department has been un-
able to prosecute these individuals, and 
we need to take another look at it. Let 
me give an example: Salah Abdallah 
Gosh is the head of security of the Su-
danese government. He reportedly has 
played a key role in the government’s 
genocidal campaign in Darfur. In the 
year 2005, Mr. Gosh came to Wash-
ington to meet with senior administra-
tion officials. Under current law, the 
Justice Department could not arrest 
him for the crime of genocide. 

I am developing legislation that 
closes this loophole, giving Federal 
prosecutors the tools they need to 
prosecute individuals who have com-
mitted genocide that are found in the 
United States. No one guilty of geno-
cide should ever view the United States 
as a safe haven. 

This change in the law would simply 
bring the antigenocide statute into line 
with a lot of other Federal laws that 

cover crimes committed outside the 
United States, including torture, pi-
racy, material support to terrorists, 
terrorism financing, and the taking of 
hostages. Genocide should be subject to 
the same basic penalties. 

I hope these initiatives will be bipar-
tisan, as much of the Congresses work 
on Darfur has been. These steps I have 
mentioned will not stop the killing in 
Darfur, but they will add to our arsenal 
of weapons against genocide. We should 
do far more to deal with these dan-
gerous situations, more to prevent 
mass atrocities from occurring, more 
to stop crimes against humanity once 
they begin, and more to help those who 
have been victimized, punishing the 
perpetrators. 

Eleanor Roosevelt once asked: 
‘‘Where do universal human rights 
begin?’’ And she answered: ‘‘They begin 
in small places, close to home. So close 
and so small that they cannot be seen 
on any maps of the world. Yet they are 
the world of the individual person; the 
neighborhood he lives in; the school or 
college he attends; the factory, the 
farm, or office where he works.’’ 

I believe the means to stopping geno-
cide in Darfur begins with each of us, 
and so does the responsibility. 

I will close with one observation. As 
a student at Georgetown University 
many years ago, I had an outstanding 
government professor named Jan 
Karski. Professor Karski had been in-
volved in the Polish underground dur-
ing World War II. He was a brave man 
who risked his life fighting the Nazis. 
He learned of the Holocaust, came to 
the United States, barely speaking 
English, trying to find people in Wash-
ington who would listen and who could 
understand that hundreds of thousands 
of innocent people were being killed. 
He couldn’t find an audience with those 
who could make a difference. 

I thought about that course, and I 
thought about the course of history, 
how the Holocaust unfolded during 
World War II and at least 6 million 
died, maybe many more, and nothing 
happened. And I wondered, despite all 
that time and all that notice, why 
couldn’t they do something? 

Now I know. 
It has been 4 years since we declared 

a genocide in Darfur. People continue 
to be murdered on our watch. I hope 
my colleagues in the Senate on both 
sides of the aisle will join me not only 
in these efforts but efforts they believe 
will move us toward a day when there 
is peace in this region of the world. We 
have a responsibility to do that to 
these people and to the cause of hu-
manity. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

VOTING RIGHTS ACT 
REAUTHORIZATION 

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, it 
gives me great pleasure to come before 
the Senate today to speak on legisla-
tion that the Senate passed last night, 
S. 188. 

Just last month, I introduced S. 188 
with Senators REID, LEAHY, FEINSTEIN, 
BOXER, and MENENDEZ. This straight-
forward measure would incorporate 
César E. Chávez—a truly remarkable 
civil rights leader and American—into 
the title of the reauthorization of the 
Voting Rights Act passed last year. 

César Chávez is an American hero. 
Like the venerable American leaders 
who are now associated with this ef-
fort, he sacrificed his life to empower 
the most vulnerable in America. For 
this reason, he continues to be an im-
portant part of our country’s journey 
on the path to a more inclusive Amer-
ica. César Chávez believed strongly in 
our American democracy and saw the 
right to vote as a fundamental corner-
stone of our freedom. I believe it is fit-
ting that his name be a part of the re-
authorization of the Voting Rights 
Act. 

I would like to thank Senator LEAHY, 
chairman of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, for his support. I sincerely ap-
preciate his efforts to quickly steer S. 
188 through his committee. I enthu-
siastically supported last year’s Voting 
Rights Act reauthorization. I firmly 
believe that this landmark civil rights 
legislation has opened the door for mil-
lions of Hispanic Americans to fully ex-
ercise their right to participate in our 
democracy. 

Adding César E. Chávez’s name sends 
an important message to Hispanic 
Americans. It signals to the Nation’s 40 
million Hispanics that the Voting 
Rights Act has been reauthorized with 
their interest and constitutional rights 
in mind. During the Judiciary Commit-
tee’s consideration of S. 188, Senator 
LEAHY offered an amendment that in-
corporated another important Amer-
ican leader. His amendment to add Wil-
liam C. Velásquez to the title of the 
Voting Rights Act reauthorization bill 
has my strong and unequivocal sup-
port. 

In 1974, Mr. Velásquez founded the 
Southwest Voter Registration Edu-
cation Project, SVREP. Using his pow-
erful slogan—Su Voto es Su Voz or 
your vote is your voice—he energized 
the Hispanic community and registered 
many to vote. Mr. Velásquez envi-
sioned a time when Latinos would play 
an important role in the American 
democratic process. When SVREP was 
established, there were only 1,566 
Latino elected officials. Today, there 
are over 6,000 Hispanics elected to 
local, State, and Federal office, includ-
ing 3 U.S. Senators and 23 U.S. Rep-
resentatives. Like César E. Chávez, Mr. 
Velásquez did not live to see the re-
markable progress our country has 
made. He passed away in 1988 from kid-
ney cancer. However, I am sure he is 
looking down on this body with joy and 
pride. 
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In addition, Senator CORNYN sought 

to include the name of former Con-
gresswoman Barbara Jordan, who also 
played an integral part in the history 
of the Voting Rights Act, and Dr. Hec-
tor Garcia, founder of the American GI 
Forum. 

Congresswoman Jordan was certainly 
a remarkable civil rights and social 
justice leader and I support her inclu-
sion in my legislation. In addition, Dr. 
Garcia fought for half a century for 
civil and education rights for Mexican 
Americans. 

Former President Bill Clinton, who 
first met Dr. Garcia while registering 
voters in the Rio Grande Valley in 1972, 
called him a ‘‘national hero.’’ In the 
coming months, I will work with Sen-
ator CORNYN to find another appro-
priate manner to honor Dr. Garcia’s 
work with the American G.I. Forum. 
The American G.I. Forum was estab-
lished in the wake of World War II 
when Hispanic veterans returned home 
and were categorically denied their G.I. 
Bill of Rights benefits. Dr. Garcia was 
propelled into the national spotlight 
when he fought to have Army PVT 
Longoria buried alongside others in the 
local cemetery in his hometown of 
Three Rivers, TX. Dr. Garcia called 
Members of Congress and alerted the 
press to this injustice. 

Within 24 hours, he received a tele-
gram from then Senator Lyndon B. 
Johnson that stated: 

I deeply regret to learn that the prejudice 
of some individuals extends even beyond this 
life. I have no authority over civilian funeral 
homes. Nor does the federal government. 
However, I have made arrangements to have 
Felix Longoria buried with full military hon-
ors in Arlington National Cemetery ... where 
the honored dead of our nation’s war rest. 

As our Nation moves forward toward 
the next chapter of civic equality and 
inclusion, starting, last year, with the 
reauthorization of the Voting Rights 
Act, it is fitting that we honor civil 
rights leaders whose contributions and 
courage helped pave the way for to-
day’s more inclusive democracy. 

With the Senate’s passage of S. 188, 
my attention and efforts will now focus 
on the U.S. House of Representatives. I 
am hopeful that they will approve this 
measure so that this landmark law can 
now be known as the Fannie Lou 
Hamer, Rosa Parks, Coretta Scott 
King, César E. Chávez, Barbara Jordan, 
William C. Velásquez, and Hector P. 
Garcia Voting Rights Act Reauthoriza-
tion and Amendments Act of 2006. 

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, today 
I wish to speak about the accomplish-
ments of the Kansas Air National 
Guard, and specifically of the 190th Air 
Refueling Wing. 

I have made several statements on 
the floor recently regarding my feel-
ings on these resolutions. And today, 
instead of repeating my feelings on the 
subject, I would like to acknowledge 
some of our country’s brave men and 
women. 

As we all know, our Nation has been 
relying heavily on our National Guard 

in the war on terror. In Kansas, it is no 
different. However, these men and 
women continually rise to the chal-
lenge, saving lives and defending de-
mocracy at home and abroad. 

Next week, we commemorate the 
50th Anniversary of the 190th Air Re-
fueling Wing in Kansas. The enormous 
sacrifice and dedication of the men and 
women serving in 190th brings great 
credit to their unit and to the State of 
Kansas. 

This outstanding organization began 
as the 117th Fighter-Interceptor Squad-
ron in Hutchinson, KS. The unit was 
federally recognized on February 23, 
1957. 

Next week they will celebrate 50 
years of flying aircraft—from the F–80 
to the B–57 to the KC–135 tankers they 
maintain today. 

Since 1967, the 190th has been based 
in our State capital of Topeka, KS. 
They continue to be leaders in the 
State and in the Air National Guard, 
which is evident through their most re-
cent awards—the Spaatz trophy for 
outstanding Air National Guard Flying 
Wing and the Air Force Outstanding 
Unit Award. 

As we continue to debate the difficult 
topic of our presence in Iraq, I hope my 
colleagues will take a moment to rec-
ognize, with me, the outstanding con-
tributions of our Nation’s troops. Not 
only has our volunteer force proven 
themselves the best in the world, our 
citizen soldiers have proven themselves 
second to none. 

I hope we will remember the personal 
sacrifices of these men and women as 
we debate our support for them and 
their mission. 

f 

ARMITAGE II 
Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I would 

like to draw my colleagues’ attention 
to a report released today by a bipar-
tisan panel of Asia specialists co-
chaired by Richard L. Armitage and 
Joseph Nye. The report, ‘‘The U.S.- 
Japan Alliance: Getting Asia Right 
Through 2020,’’ highlights major trends 
in Asia and provides the panel’s com-
prehensive analysis with security and 
economic policy recommendations, 
with specific reference to our bilateral 
relations with Japan. 

Many Senators will recall that Am-
bassador Armitage and Dr. Nye issued 
a report in October 2000 titled ‘‘The 
United States and Japan: Advancing 
Toward a Mature Partnership.’’ This 
landmark document, which subse-
quently became known as the 
Armitage Report, aimed at strength-
ening the U.S.-Japan relationship in 
the areas of politics, security, Oki-
nawa, intelligence, economics and di-
plomacy. This new report, which is al-
ready being called ‘‘Armitage II,’’ con-
tinues to emphasize the importance of 
the alliance but goes a step further, by 
addressing the ways in which the alli-
ance can work to positively influence 
future affairs in Asia. 

The report, which is available on the 
CSIS Web site at: http://www.csis.org/ 

component/option,com—csis—pubs/ 
task,view /id,3729/typ, is not a political 
document. It reflects the views of the 
study group members only. Neverthe-
less, it represents a serious attempt to 
outline a vision that would achieve a 
balance of power in Asia through 2020 
that favors American interests and val-
ues and promotes regional stability. 

I encourage all Senators and their 
staffs to examine this serious and sig-
nificant new report. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
BRIGHT STAR RESTAURANT 

∑ Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to have the opportunity to rec-
ognize the 100th Anniversary of the 
Bright Star Restaurant in Bessemer, 
AL. Since 1907, the Bright Star has 
been providing the citizens of our State 
and its visitors with delicious food and 
superior service. Today, this family- 
owned business, led by Jimmy and 
Nick Koikos, continues to build on this 
tradition. While America is famous for 
its chain restaurants, there remain 
many of the old ones which have at-
mosphere, friendship, and good food. 
They are a valuable part of our com-
munities and unite us in many ways. 
The Bright Star is a classic. 

Known for fresh gulf seafood, quality 
steaks, and fresh vegetables, the Bright 
Star is certain to satisfy every palate. 
The restaurant’s Greek style special-
ties are my personal favorites. In fact, 
I don’t believe the broiled snapper, 
along with the Greek salad, can be 
topped. Although, admittedly, the 
daily meat and three-vegetable specials 
certainly give them a run for their 
money. 

Famous faces, like legendary coach 
Paul ‘‘Bear’’ Bryant and former Sen-
ator Howell Heflin, frequented the 
Bright Star. I am certain that vir-
tually all of our congressional delega-
tion have eaten there including my col-
league, Senator SHELBY, on many occa-
sions. It is the place for good friends, 
good food, and even a small taste of 
politics. Today, you will still see Ala-
bama coaches and fans filing through 
the dining room on their way to and 
from seeing the Crimson Tide play. 

Not so long ago, I brought John 
Ashcroft by for dinner. This was his 
first visit to Alabama after becoming 
the U.S. Attorney General, and I will 
never forget the wonderful reception 
Jimmy and the staff gave us. I wanted 
to show off the best of Birmingham, so 
dinner at this fine restaurant was a no- 
brainer. Jimmy gave us a mouth-wa-
tering overview of the menu, empha-
sizing as I had hoped that he would, the 
renown seafood dishes. Everything 
sounded delicious, however it turned 
out that the Attorney General was al-
lergic to seafood and shellfish. I seem 
to recall he had a steak that he en-
joyed, but he certainly missed out on 
those fresh gulf delicacies. 
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