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But what earned Gerald Ford the re-

spect and gratitude of our Nation was 
not only what he accomplished but how 
he accomplished those things. He was a 
master of consensus-building, coopera-
tion, and honorable compromise. 

It is notable that one of the first 
calls he made after becoming Vice 
President was to his old golfing buddy, 
Tip O’Neill. He set a standard for bipar-
tisanship that we would all do well to 
follow. 

He was a good and honorable man 
who served this Nation well. He will be 
missed. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, I rise today in honor of SGT 
Randy J. Matheny, 20, of McCook, NE. 

Sergeant Matheny followed in the 
footsteps of his older siblings when he 
joined the Nebraska Army National 
Guard on March 28, 2005, as a heavy ve-
hicle driver in Detachment 1, 1057th 
Transportation Company in 
Scottsbluff. His older sister, SSG 
Karen Matheny, is a full-time member 
of the Nebraska Army National 
Guard’s HHD, 734th Transportation 
Battalion in Kearney. PFC Pat 
Matheny, his older brother, is an ac-
tive-duty soldier with the U.S. Army. 
Both of Sergeant Matheny’s siblings 
are serving in Iraq; his sister is cur-
rently serving her second tour, and his 
brother is preparing to deploy for his 
first. 

Sergeant Matheny graduated from 
my alma mater, McCook Senior High 
School, in 2004. His teachers and 
friends knew him as a well-known, 
soft-spoken student. In his free time, 
he enjoyed riding his motorcycle and 
spending time with his friends. After 
joining the Nebraska Army National 
Guard in 2005, he attended basic train-
ing at Fort Jackson, SC, and then ad-
vanced individual training at Fort 
Leonard Wood, MO, in 2006. 

In June 2006, he transferred as a 
heavy vehicle driver to the Nebraska 
Army National Guard Detachment 3, 
1074th Transportation Company based 
in Sidney. Sergeant Matheny was mo-
bilized for duty in support of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom on July 15, 2006. The 
1074th Transportation Company is re-
sponsible for providing security for 
transportation missions throughout 
Iraq. On February 4, 2007, Sergeant 
Matheny passed away when an impro-
vised explosive device detonated next 
to the armored security vehicle in 
which he was serving as a gunner. He 
was 20 years old. Then-Specialist 
Matheny was posthumously promoted 
to sergeant. 

The Matheny family from my home-
town of McCook, NE, are the paradigm 
of courage and selflessness. In addition 
to his brother and sister, Sergeant. 
Matheny is survived by his father Gary 
Matheny and mother Jan Collins. I 
offer my condolences to Sergeant 
Matheny’s family and friends who in-
spired and supported his career. He 

made the ultimate and most valorous 
sacrifice so that future generations 
around the world will live free, peace-
ful lives. Sergeant Matheny will be for-
ever remembered as a hero. 

COLONEL BRIAN ALLGOOD 
Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I rise 

to praise the memory of Army COL 
Brian Dwayne Allgood of the 30th Med-
ical Brigade, European Regional Med-
ical Command. Colonel Allgood was 
taken from his family late last month 
in Iraq. He was only 46 years old, and 
the highest ranking medical officer in 
Iraq. 

After graduating high school in Colo-
rado Springs, Brian Allgood attended 
the U.S. Military Academy in West 
Point and medical school at the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma. He completed his 
residency at Brooke Army Medical 
Center in San Antonio and continued 
with his military career, rising to be-
come one of the Army’s top surgeons. 
Most recently, before being sent to 
Iraq, Colonel Allgood spent 2 years as 
the commanding officer of medical fa-
cilities in Korea. 

It is no surprise that Brian Allgood 
rose to such great heights. Brian came 
from a medical family and a military 
family—Brian’s father Jerry was an 
Army hospital administrator like his 
son, and Brian’s mother Cleo was a 
nurse. One might say that service, both 
to his country and to those in need, 
was in his blood. 

Brian Allgood was a healer, a quiet 
and humble man who knew the best 
way to lead was not through anger or 
boastfulness. Instead, he simply did 
what needed to be done, helping save 
and improve lives every day, and in 
doing so led by example. 

Colonel Allgood acted not only with 
courage but with concern for the 
troops he led. He was renowned for his 
willingness to stick his neck out for his 
troops and for his unique bond with 
them. To better understand the risks 
posed to paratroopers, Colonel Allgood 
completed the grueling Ranger school 
and parachuted into Panama in 1989. 
He served as the commanding officer of 
the hospital at West Point. As a sur-
geon and later a commanding medical 
officer, he played a role in the saving of 
hundreds, if not thousands, of Amer-
ican lives. 

And as the top Army surgeon in Iraq, 
Colonel Allgood also oversaw the sys-
tem that tended Iraqis in need of ur-
gent care. Every day we hear stories 
from Iraq of innocent bystanders facing 
brutality in their own streets. Who 
knows how many Iraqis are alive today 
because of the talent and wisdom of 
Colonel Allgood and those he led? 

Colonel Allgood’s parents, Jerry and 
Cleo, have been supportive of not only 
their son but all Colorado veterans, 
and I am privileged to have worked 
with them on veterans concerns in my 
State. Jerry and Cleo are good people 
and should take great pride in having 
raised their son from a young boy into 
an exemplary man: a fine doctor, a 
thoughtful son and brother, a loving 
husband, and a caring father. 

To Brian’s wife Jane and his son 
Wyatt, I cannot imagine the sorrow 
and loss you are feeling, and I hope 
that in time your grief can be salved by 
your pride in the way Brian lived his 
life. Brian served his Nation with 
honor and distinction and improved the 
lives of countless soldiers, families and 
those with whom he interacted every 
day. 

f 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

DR. WILLIAM NEAL BROWN 
Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I 

rise today to join with Senator ROBERT 
MENENDEZ and our House colleague 
Congressman DONALD PAYNE in hon-
oring Dr. William Neal Brown, a distin-
guished and inspiring figure in African- 
American history. In recognition of 
Black History Month, we gathered with 
residents of New Jersey to pay tribute 
to Dr. Brown on Saturday, February 10, 
2007 at the Newark Museum in Newark, 
NJ, during ‘‘A Salute to Heroes.’’ 

Dr. Brown was born in Warrenton, 
GA, on February 24, 1919. His father 
was an ex-slave and his mother was Na-
tive American. He grew up in Ali-
quippa, PA, where his father labored as 
a farmer and steel mill worker. His 
love of learning and inspiration to edu-
cate others began at an early age, when 
he and six of his classmates dreamed of 
becoming teachers. 

After graduating with honors from 
high school, Dr. Brown went to work in 
the Civilian Conservation Corps, CCC, 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s 
public works program that put over 3 
million young men and adults to work 
during the Great Depression. It was 
here that he was introduced to the 
Hampton Institute, where he would en-
roll as a work-study student and pro-
ceed to graduate with a bachelor of 
science in 1941. 

Dr. Brown heeded the call to serve 
his country and enrolled in the Army 
Air Force, where he served in special 
services as an information education 
officer, and trained at various bases in-
cluding with the Tuskegee Airmen in 
Tuskegee, AL. After the war, on the GI 
bill, Dr. Brown began his graduate 
studies, first at Columbia University 
and then at City College. 

After 3 years of social work at the 
Veterans’ Administration in Newark, 
NJ, Dr. Brown became the first Afri-
can-American professor at Rutgers, the 
State University of New Jersey. 

During his 41 years as a professor at 
Rutgers, Dr. Brown mentored and in-
spired countless students and future 
social workers. He has lived his life by 
a verse he often quotes from 
Thanatopsis by William Cullen Bryant: 
‘‘So live, that when thy summons 
comes to join the innumerable caravan 
that went to sway to the silent halls of 
death, thou go not like a quarry-slave 
at night, scourged to his dungeon, but 
sustained and soothed by an 
unfaltering trust. Approach thy grave 
as one who lies down to pleasant 
dreams.’’ 
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Mr. President, there is no doubt that 

Dr. William Neal Brown is an exem-
plary and committed leader and a true 
role model for our State and the entire 
country. I am pleased to pay tribute to 
him today, and I know my colleagues 
will join me in wishing him continued 
success. 

DENORVAL UNTHANK 
Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, each Con-

gress I rise to honor February as Black 
History Month. Each February since 
1926, our Nation has recognized the 
contributions of Black Americans to 
the history of our Nation. 

This is no accident; February is a sig-
nificant month in Black American his-
tory. Abolitionist Frederick Douglass, 
President Abraham Lincoln, and schol-
ar and civil rights leader W.E.B. 
DuBois were born in the month of Feb-
ruary. The 15th amendment to the Con-
stitution was ratified 136 years ago this 
month, preventing race discrimination 
in the right to vote. The National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Col-
ored People was founded in February in 
New York City. And on February 25, 
1870, this body welcomed its first Black 
Senator, Hiram R. Revels of Mis-
sissippi. 

In this important month I want to 
celebrate some of the contributions 
made by Black Americans in my home 
State of Oregon. Since Marcus Lopez, 
who sailed with Captain Robert Gray 
in 1788, became the first person of Afri-
can descent known to set foot in Or-
egon, a great many Black Americans 
have helped shape the history of my 
State. This is the second time this 
month I have come to the floor to high-
light some of their stories. 

Dr. DeNorval Unthank arrived in the 
Portland, OR, after completing medical 
school at Howard University in Wash-
ington, DC. Dr. Unthank was recruited 
to Portland in 1929 because the city 
needed a Black doctor. He was quickly 
tested as his White neighbors greeted 
his first attempt to move into a pre-
viously all White residential area with 
broken windows, threatening phone 
calls, and general harassment. Dr. 
Unthank had to move his family four 
times before finding a peaceful place to 
settle down. 

Throughout the 1930s, Dr. Unthank 
was Portland’s only Black medical 
practitioner. He was a dedicated doctor 
and a friend to any minority group in 
the city. Black families could not re-
ceive treatment in hospitals at that 
time and house calls were necessary. 
Dr. Unthank made himself available 
day and night and served African 
Americans, Asians, as well as many 
Whites. 

Dr. Unthank was politically active 
and was outspoken in his support of 
civil rights and equal opportunity. In 
1940, Dr. Unthank was elected head of 
the Advisory Council, an organization 
that hoped to pressure local leaders 
into providing equal access to eco-
nomic opportunities related to WWII 
jobs. The Council documented inci-
dents of discrimination in the work-
place around Portland. 

During and after World War II, Dr. 
Unthank worked tirelessly to build his 
medical practice and promote civil 
rights. He became the first Black mem-
ber of Portland’s City Club in 1943. He 
encouraged the club to publish a sig-
nificant 1945 study called ‘‘The Negro 
in Portland,’’ which opened the eyes of 
many citizens to ongoing discrimina-
tory practices. Dr. Unthank also served 
as president of the local chapter of the 
NAACP and was a cofounder of the 
Portland Urban League. He played a 
strong role in the passing of Oregon’s 
1953 civil rights bill, which among 
many issues, overturned a law banning 
interracial marriages in the State. 

In 1958, the Oregon Medical Society 
named him Doctor of the Year. In rec-
ognition of his service to civil rights, 
grateful citizens pressed the city to 
dedicate DeNorval Unthank Park in 
North Portland in his honor in 1969. Dr. 
Unthank once said, ‘‘A Negro may have 
a few more doors closed to him and he 
may find them a little harder to open, 
but he can open them. He must keep 
trying.’’ 

Dr. Unthank is only one example of 
the Black men and women who 
changed the course of history in Or-
egon and in the United States. During 
the remainder of Black History Month, 
I will return to the floor to celebrate 
more Oregonians like Dr. DeNorval 
Unthank, whose contributions, while 
great, have not yet received the atten-
tion they deserve. 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, today I 

rise, as many do this month, to join in 
the nationwide recognition of African- 
American history. Every February, the 
Nation joins in the celebration of the 
sacrifice, perseverance, and advance-
ment of African Americans. The idea of 
an African-American history month 
was proposed by Dr. Carter G. Wood-
son, a son of former slaves. Dr. Wood-
son, who became a prominent scholar 
in African-American studies, worked 
tirelessly to ensure that the contribu-
tion of African Americans would not be 
forgotten. 

In an article written for Johnson’s 
Publications, Lerone Bennett tells us 
that one of the most inspiring and in-
structive stories in African-American 
history is the story of Woodson’s strug-
gle and rise from the coal mines of 
West Virginia to the summit of aca-
demic achievement: ‘‘At 17, the young 
man who was called by history to re-
veal Black history was an untutored 
coal miner. At 19, after teaching him-
self the fundamentals of English and 
arithmetic, he entered high school and 
mastered the four-year curriculum in 
less than two years. At 22, after two- 
thirds of a year at Berea College [in 
Kentucky], he returned to the coal 
mines and studied Latin and Greek be-
tween trips to the mine shafts. He then 
went on to the University of Chicago, 
where he received bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees, and Harvard University, 
where he became the second Black to 
receive a doctorate in history. The rest 
is history—Black history.’’ 

It is important to honor the legacy of 
Dr. Woodson and other African-Amer-
ican pioneers who led the advancement 
of African Americans in a nation once 
lacking in humanity towards them. In 
the spirit of honoring those legacies, I 
pay homage to two women, claimed by 
my home State of Michigan, who 
played pivotal roles in the struggle for 
civil rights and human rights. So-
journer Truth and Rosa Parks were 
women of different times, yet similar 
courage, and effectively raised aware-
ness for the inequality and injustice of 
their eras. Both have been recently 
honored by Congress. It was my privi-
lege to cosponsor legislation, enacted 
on December 20, 2006, authorizing a 
bust of Sojourner Truth to be promi-
nently displayed in the United States 
Capitol, and it was also my privilege to 
cosponsor legislation, signed into law 
on December 1, 2005, which directs the 
Architect of the Capitol to place a stat-
ue of Rosa Parks in National Statuary 
Hall of the U.S. Capitol. Sojourner 
Truth and Rosa Parks will become the 
first African-American women to be 
represented in this place of honor of 
notable people of History. 

These are truly two phenomenal 
women, not just in African-American 
history, but in American History. So-
journer Truth, although unable to read 
and write, was widely accepted as one 
of the most effective spokespersons of 
her time. She spoke eloquently and en-
ergetically about the inhumanity and 
immorality of slavery. Truth also 
worked toward other social goals, espe-
cially women’s rights. In 1851, she de-
livered her famous ‘‘Ain’t I a Woman?’’ 
speech at the historic Women’s Con-
vention in Akron, OH. Sojourner Truth 
attacked both racist and sexist notions 
during her speech when she said, ‘‘Then 
that little man in back there, he says 
women can’t have as much rights as 
men, ’cause Christ wasn’t a woman? 
Where did your Christ come from? 
From God and a woman! Man had noth-
ing to do with Him.’’ 

Sojourner Truth settled in Battle 
Creek, MI, during the mid-1850s. She 
traveled throughout the State during 
the Civil War to collect food and cloth-
ing for African-American volunteer 
units. Truth also traveled to Wash-
ington, DC, in 1864 to meet with Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln. Truth became a 
close advisor to the President on as-
sisting freed slaves. While in Wash-
ington, Truth also appeared at wom-
en’s suffrage gatherings. As a result of 
illness, Sojourner Truth returned to 
Battle Creek in 1875. 

Born Isabella Baumfree in 1797, she 
died Sojourner Truth in 1883. Although 
she was born in chains, her legacy lives 
in fame. Michigan honored Sojourner 
Truth and her extraordinary legacy 
with the dedication of the Sojourner 
Truth Memorial Monument. Located in 
Battle Creek, MI, this monument was 
unveiled on September 25, 1999. 

On November 2, 2005, I joined over 
4,000 mourners at Greater Grace Tem-
ple to celebrate the life of Rosa Parks 
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at her funeral in Detroit, MI. Just a 
few days earlier, Rosa Parks became 
the first woman in the history of the 
United States to lie in honor in the 
Capitol Rotunda. And, a few years ear-
lier on June 15, 1999, Rosa Parks was 
presented with the highest honor of 
Congress, the Congressional Gold 
Medal. The actions of Rosa Parks 
merit such honor, as her silent resist-
ance to the humiliation and demor-
alization of racial segregation sparked 
the civil rights movement. Over 51 
years ago in Montgomery, AL, she re-
fused to give up her seat and move to 
the back of the bus. The strength and 
spirit of this courageous woman and 
her act of peaceful rebellion captured 
the conscience of the American people 
and the world. For Rosa Parks, this 
was but a small part of a lifetime of 
struggle for equality and justice. In 
fact, 12 years earlier, Rosa Parks had 
been arrested for violating another seg-
regation law, which required African 
Americans to pay their fares at the 
front of the bus, then exit and reenter 
at the rear door. The driver of that bus 
was the same driver that would order 
Rosa Parks to the back of the bus in 
December of 1955. 

The boycott of the bus system in 
Montgomery was a direct result of 
Rosa Parks’ actions, which sparked a 
movement that called attention to the 
plight of African Americans nationwide 
and introduced the world to the civil 
rights movement and its young leader, 
who would one day have a national hol-
iday declared in his honor, Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. 

Mr. President, we have come a long 
way toward achieving justice and 
equality for all. But we still have work 
to do. We must rededicate ourselves to 
continuing the struggle for civil rights 
and human rights. 

f 

DEALERS MUST BE HELD 
ACCOUNTABLE 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, the de-
mand for firearms by criminals and 
other prohibited purchasers is high. 
Unfortunately, there are also some 
dealers willing to supply those fire-
arms. The simple fact is that criminals 
would not be able to so readily acquire 
weapons without gun dealers who are 
willing to bypass gun sales laws. This 
willingness by some licensed gun deal-
ers to supply gun traffickers with fire-
arms provides a steady flow of guns 
into the illegal market. 

Multiple sales of the same model of 
gun to an individual are considered by 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms and Explosives, ATF, to be among 
the prime indicators that gun traf-
ficking is occurring from a gun shop. 
Gun collectors generally do not collect 
duplicates of the same firearm. The at-
tempt to make multiple purchases of 
the same weapon should raise a red flag 
for the dealer to the possibility of traf-
ficking, and reports of multiple sales 
to the ATF by responsible gun dealers 
provide a significant percentage of 

leads for gun trafficking investiga-
tions. According to ATF reports, hand-
guns sold as part of multiple sales com-
prised nearly a quarter of all guns sold 
in 1999 that were traced to crime that 
same year. Moreover, guns with oblit-
erated serial numbers, a clear sign of 
trafficking, are substantially more 
likely to have been part of a multiple 
sale. Dealers are responsible for the 
products they sell, and they must be 
held accountable to inquire about the 
purpose the buyer declares for pur-
chasing multiple handguns at one time 
and report such suspicious behavior to 
the ATF. One step several States have 
taken in order to address the issue of 
multiple purchases is instituting a one- 
handgun-per-month purchasing restric-
tion. 

Another common tool traffickers use 
to acquire firearms from licensed deal-
ers is to avoid multiple sale reporting 
requirements by waiting short periods 
of time between handgun purchases. 
During a police operation in Chicago, 
some dealers suggested to undercover 
officers that they space out their pur-
chases in order to avoid detection by 
law enforcement. Under Federal law, 
dealers are required to report only 
sales of two or more handguns within a 
5 day period to the ATF. By encour-
aging purchasers to stagger their pur-
chases every 6 days, a dealer would be 
able to circumvent reporting potential 
trafficking to law enforcement. 

Using in-store accomplices to fill out 
the required Federal paperwork is also 
a common method gun traffickers em-
ploy. The most obvious sign of this oc-
curs when the person who fills out the 
Federal purchasing forms is not the 
person looking at, handling, or select-
ing the gun to be purchased or paying 
for the weapon. Even if the purchaser 
is buying only a single handgun, this 
type of sale should not be permitted by 
a licensed gun dealer. 

These types of illegal transactions 
likely occur every day in some licensed 
gun dealerships across the country. We 
must make it harder for criminals to 
get guns to decrease the number of gun 
violence victims. Those gun dealers 
who willingly aid gun traffickers must 
be held accountable for their actions. 

f 

NATIONAL SALUTE TO 
HOSPITALIZED VETERANS WEEK 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, this week 
we commemorate National Salute to 
Hospitalized Veterans Week. 

In recent years, more than 10 million 
letters and cards, and thousands of per-
sonal visits have warmed the hearts of 
hospitalized veterans during National 
Salute to Hospitalized Veterans Week. 
This wonderful outpouring of gratitude 
has reached across the VA health care 
system’s 155 hospitals, their 130-plus 
nursing homes, and 45 domiciliaries— 
which comprise the Nation’s largest in-
tegrated health care system. 

I commend each and every person 
who has or will use this week as an op-
portunity to show their gratitude and 

respect to hospitalized veterans. Yet I 
do not feel that we should stop when 
this week ends. Hospitalized veterans, 
and all veterans, should remain in our 
hearts and minds throughout the year. 
With them in mind, I want to discuss, 
at this fitting moment, the President’s 
budget proposal for VA. 

I am concerned that President Bush’s 
budget for VA medical care is out of 
touch with the demands being placed 
on the VA health care system. After 
accounting for inflation and increased 
utilization costs, President Bush’s 
budget for VA health care translates to 
a mere fourteen-hundredth of a 1-per-
cent increase in VA’s health care budg-
et. The President proposes that the VA 
health system’s budget stays virtually 
the same, while veterans’ needs are 
changing and increasing. 

Nearly 3,500 men and women in uni-
form have lost their lives in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, and nearly 25,000 have 
been wounded in action. Veterans of 
previous wars are increasingly facing 
age-related health concerns. This is a 
critical time of critical need. At this 
time, is a budget increase translating 
to less than one-seventh of one percent 
responsible? Is it really enough? 

We should salute our hospitalized 
veterans by providing the funds for the 
health care they need and have earned. 
After all, who can accept the alter-
native? Should we turn away aging vet-
erans? Deny proper medical care to the 
physically wounded and mentally 
scarred? Is it any good to have a week 
honoring hospitalized veterans if we do 
not tend to their wounds in the coming 
year? 

I believe serving veterans is a pri-
ority, especially those with urgent, 
pressing medical needs. On this week 
as much as any other, we must make 
attending to those needs a budget pri-
ority as well. 

f 

THE TRAGEDY AT TROLLEY 
SQUARE 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor and pay tribute to the 
many heroes who have emerged out of 
a horrific tragedy that took place in 
my home State this week. 

On Monday evening, February 12th, a 
lone gunman entered Trolley Square, a 
bustling shopping, dining, and enter-
tainment plaza located in Salt Lake 
City. For the next several minutes he 
randomly shot and killed five people 
and wounded four others—leaving a 
path of destruction and a community 
in utter shock and grief. 

Those who lost their lives that 
evening included: Teresa Ellis and her 
friend Brad Frantz; Kirsten Hinckley, a 
15-year-old sophomore at Brighton 
High School; Vanessa Quinn who was 
meeting her husband at Trolley Square 
to shop for a long-awaited wedding 
ring; and Jeffery Walker, a Utah mar-
keting director. 

In the ensuing minutes, shoppers 
scrambled for cover and feared for their 
lives. Shop owners corralled customers 
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