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Of course, the consequence of that 

kind of spending policy which has a 
tendency to aggravate the deficit lays 
the groundwork for our colleagues on 
the other side to say, the American 
people are not taxed enough. We need 
to actually raise taxes in order to gen-
erate more revenue to pay for this ad-
ditional spending. 

This is exactly the kind of response 
we do not need. As demonstrated by 
the charts, as demonstrated by the 
booming economy, we have, as a result 
of the low tax policy and the progrowth 
policies of the last 6 years, the Amer-
ican economy could not be stronger or 
better. 

I hope we will all be edified by this 
factual data demonstrated on the 
charts and that the misimpression that 
the distinguished majority leader was 
under when he called the economy 
bleak will be now disabused. I hope he 
will see from the charts and from my 
comments—not because I said it but 
because this is what the facts dem-
onstrate—the low tax and progrowth 
policies we have had over the last 6 
years have served the American people 
very well and that 7.4 million new jobs 
have been created in America since Au-
gust 2003. That, indeed, should be what 
we are all about. 

I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Idaho is recog-
nized. 

Mr. CRAIG. The Senator from Colo-
rado is going to speak a little longer, 
but he has agreed I can interject my-
self but for a moment. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator is recognized. 

f 

A VALENTINE TO MY FAMILY 
Mr. CRAIG. Madam President, today 

is an essential day in my life. It is not 
just Valentines Day. It happens to be 
the anniversary of the first date I had 
with my wife Suzanne. Am I a roman-
tic? Well, maybe just a little bit. 

Little did I know then that one day 
we would be celebrating the first date 
as a married couple with three children 
and nine grandchildren. 

Over the years, I have taken to the 
Senate to announce the news of our 
growing family and I ask my col-
leagues’ indulgence again today to send 
a special valentine to the two most re-
cent additions to our family. 

Born November 20 of 2004, a beautiful 
granddaughter named Lily Terese 
Craig. On April 18 of 2006, another 
beautiful grandchild, Damon Oliver 
Craig, was born into our family. It is a 
thrill to be a granddad to these won-
derful children. It has been a great joy 
to hold them, to love them, to see them 
around, and to watch them grow. 

My wife Suzanne and I look forward 
to many happy experiences with Lily 
and Damon and the rest of our crew. 
Often we come to the Senate to talk 
about momentous and meaningful 
events, but there is no more important 
event than when grandchildren enter 
our lives. 

Let me thank my colleagues. Let me 
thank my colleague from Colorado for 
letting me share with all how much we 
enjoy these new lives in our family on 
this Valentines Day. 

I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Colorado is rec-
ognized. 

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam President, let 
me congratulate my good friend from 
Idaho, Senator CRAIG and Suzanne and 
their grandchildren, Lily and Damon. I 
wish your family the very best. The 
family in Idaho, obviously, is where the 
roots are. Our families are so impor-
tant to all of us, and we appreciate the 
Senator coming to the floor and shar-
ing that special valentine message not 
only with the family but with the Na-
tion and our colleagues in the Senate. 

f 

FORGOTTEN AMERICA 
Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I come 

to the Senate to speak about the for-
gotten America. That is the rural 
America which is a wide expanse of the 
geographic area of these United States. 
When I came to the Senate 2 years ago, 
I gave my maiden speech about forgot-
ten America, the rural parts of our 
country which have been in decline 
decade after decade after decade. 

I did so because if you look at my 
own history, I come from a place that 
is 300 miles to the south of Denver, a 
place that has the name of Conejos, in 
English meaning rabbit county. It is 
one of the four poorest counties in the 
United States of America. In that 
county, as in so many counties across 
America, you see the kinds of problems 
that describe the two Americas we 
have. We have the America of pros-
perity, much of that part of America 
lying within the metropolitan areas of 
our great Nation, and we have the 
other America, the forgotten America, 
the America that struggles on the vine 
every day to stay alive, the part of 
America that has great disparity in 
terms of the kind of health care and 
the kind of education and the kind of 
economic opportunity that exists for 
them. 

In my own State of Colorado, there 
were 64 counties, and out of the 64 
counties, even in the great boom of the 
1990s when unemployment was non-
existent and our economy was growing 
at a very rapid pace, most of those 
counties were withering on the vine. 
They were declining in population. 
Their population was aging. They were 
struggling with health care. They were 
struggling with a whole host of issues 
that affect those communities. 

Out of the 64 counties in Colorado 
during the period of 2000 to 2005, 21 of 
them actually declined in population. 
That is a third of my State that was 
actually declining in population. The 
fact is that same statistic can apply for 
many other States, including Ne-
braska, the Dakotas, Idaho, and most 
of our States around the country. 

I am very hopeful, as we move for-
ward in the 110th Congress, that under 

the great leadership of Senator TOM 
HARKIN from Iowa, we will be able to 
put together a farm bill that will help 
revitalize rural America and will help 
us put the spotlight on what has been 
the forgotten America. 

Even as we start the process of mov-
ing forward and addressing the issues 
set forth in the 10 titles of the farm 
bill, we already see some statistics 
that to all of us should be alarming. At 
a hearing we had earlier this week, 
there was testimony provided to us 
that the per capita investment in rural 
America is about $550 less than it is in 
urban communities. That is because 
the formulas we have for community 
development block grants and other in-
vestments the Federal Government 
makes to help communities ends up, in 
a very disappointing way, affecting 
rural communities in these negative 
ways. I am hopeful, as we move forward 
with the farm bill, we will be able to 
correct some of these disparities and 
create new opportunities for rural 
America. 

We will see one of those opportuni-
ties created with our efforts to grow 
our way to energy independence. The 
fact of the matter is, both Democrats 
and Republicans, progressives and con-
servatives, are coming together to rec-
ognize the fact that growing our way to 
energy independence is a matter of na-
tional security, a matter of economic 
security, and a matter of environ-
mental security. I am tremendously 
optimistic about what we can do with 
the new farm bill. 

Mr. President, today I speak briefly 
about two pieces of legislation I have 
introduced or will soon be introducing 
that are part of that agenda to try to 
help rural America. The first, a bipar-
tisan legislation that creates a rural 
leasing institute. It is legislation 
which I am proudly sponsoring with 
Senator PRYOR, my good friend and 
former attorney general from Arkansas 
and Senator CHAMBLISS and Senator 
ISAKSON. 

This legislation creates a rural polic-
ing institute to make sure our law en-
forcement in rural communities has a 
similar kind of opportunity that law 
enforcement has in the major metro-
politan areas. In my State of Colorado, 
we have about 14,000 peace officers. I 
had the great honor as the attorney 
general of that State to serve as the 
chairman of the board that certified all 
the law enforcement officers in my 
State for a period of 6 years. There is a 
big difference between the kind of 
training rural law enforcement officers 
get and the kind of training provided 
to law enforcement areas in the metro-
politan communities. Of the 14,000 
peace officers in Colorado, 7,000 of the 
people work in departments that have 
fewer than 15 officers. They cannot af-
ford the kind of training to protect 
themselves and to protect the public 
safety that other larger metropolitan 
police organizations can afford. 

Therefore, our effort to move forward 
with this rural policing institute is to 
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allow our national Government to pro-
vide training opportunities to the 
thousands upon thousands of police of-
ficers who live in rural communities 
and who work every day to protect the 
public safety of their communities. 

I hope our colleagues will join in the 
passage of this legislation. Last year, 
this legislation enjoyed the unanimous 
support of the Senate. I am hopeful we 
will again have that same kind of sup-
port. 

In conclusion, let me say that the 
forgotten America is, indeed, much of 
rural America. It is that part of rural 
America which we know is so impor-
tant to us because of the values we find 
there, the bedrock values of what 
America is all about. It is a pioneering 
spirit of the West. It is the place where 
the food security of our Nation so de-
pends. 

If you walk into my office, for many 
years I have had on my desk a sigh 
that says: No farms, no food. No farms, 
no food. I would hope, as we make that 
statement—as I make that statement— 
we recognize we should never com-
promise the food security of the United 
States of America. We, obviously, have 
done that in a very negative and disas-
trous way with respect to our energy 
dependence on foreign countries today. 
We ought not to do the same thing 
with food security. 

Our ability to revitalize rural Amer-
ica and to enact a farm bill that will 
help us revitalize rural America is very 
much at the heart of how we take care 
of this forgotten America. 

(The remarks of Mr. SALAZAR per-
taining to the introduction of S. 583 are 
printed in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum and ask 
unanimous consent that the time be 
equally divided. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
MENENDEZ). Is there objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 
Mrs. HUTCHISON. I ask unanimous 

consent that the order for the quorum 
call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 
rise to speak on the continuing resolu-
tion before the Senate, H. J. Res. 20, to 
point out some of the flaws in the bill. 
Because we have the potential for a 
Government shutdown, I believe it is 
my responsibility to vote for the legis-
lation. 

I am reluctant to be in the position 
of voting for a $463 billion spending bill 
with no capability for amendment. We 
passed appropriations bills out of the 
Senate last year. They reflected the 
Senate’s priorities. Yet this measure 
changes many of the priorities that 

were set in last year’s bills, and we 
haven’t had the opportunity for hear-
ings, committee markups, or to offer 
any amendments from the floor. That 
is not the way the Senate has done 
business, certainly not the Appropria-
tions Committee. The Appropriations 
Committee has been quite bipartisan 
throughout the time I have been a 
member. 

I don’t like to see this type of prece-
dent being set. The last time Repub-
licans took over from Democrats, there 
were 11 appropriations bills not yet fin-
ished. We didn’t do a continuing resolu-
tion and fill up the tree so there 
couldn’t be amendments. We did an 
Omnibus appropriations bill. We de-
bated it for 6 days. We timed it so that 
people had full access to amendments 
and the process. We had 100 amend-
ments. That was 2003. I am very con-
cerned about this type of process. But 
we are now 1 day before the end of the 
previous continuing resolution, which 
means we could see a Government 
shutdown if we can’t come to agree-
ment. 

I said last week that we had time for 
amendments and to confer with the 
House. The amendment I put forward 
with 27 cosponsors, the Hutchison- 
Inhofe amendment, would have fully 
restored the $3.1 billion that was taken 
out of military construction that was 
preparation for the movement of troops 
home from overseas, as well as many 
other base changes that were going to 
be made. I asked for the restoration of 
that with 27 cosponsors, and my 
amendment was ruled out of order. 

I know there was bipartisan support 
for those many military construction 
projects. And since I am the ranking 
member and previously the chairman 
of that subcommittee, I know how im-
portant they are. I know they were so 
important that the chairman of all the 
services, plus the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs, wrote a letter saying: 
Please do not fund with a continuing 
resolution the military construction 
projects because there will not be 
enough to fully cover our needs. The 
Secretary of Defense said the same 
thing. 

We are not going to be able to do 
what is right for our military because 
$3 billion was taken out of the Senate- 
passed appropriations bill and con-
verted to other projects. It was spread 
around throughout the other agencies, 
and the military construction was the 
pay-for. I tried to correct that, and I 
have to say that the distinguished ma-
jority leader did make an effort to 
work with the House to make my 
amendment in order. He was not able 
to do that. I accept that, and I accept 
that he tried. I do believe he tried. I 
think Senator REID did make an effort. 
But we have a process here which is 
not one anyone can be proud of; that is, 
a $463 billion spending bill, taking $3 
billion away from military construc-
tion, putting it into other priorities, 
and not allowing amendments. It is not 
right, and I protested. 

I am going to vote for the bill. I 
think we have to do it. 

I am very concerned about the NASA 
funding. There is money taken out of 
the ongoing, very important priority of 
getting the crew return vehicle that is 
the successor to the shuttle online on 
time. I cannot imagine we would take 
money out of that program, which was 
done in this bill, which would poten-
tially delay us years down the road 
from having the crew return vehicle 
that is set to replace the shuttle. The 
shuttle is set to go out of existence in 
2010, possibly 2011. We need the shuttle 
to finish the space station. But the Ad-
ministrator, Michael Griffin, has said 
we need to retire the shuttle as soon as 
possible. We have to finish the space 
station. The new crew return vehicle 
will not be able to carry big parts up to 
the space station. It will not be heavy 
enough. But we need to close the gap so 
we don’t have a time when the United 
States is not able to send people into 
space, and that is what is going to hap-
pen if the crew return vehicle is not 
able to be produced when the shuttle 
goes out of existence. 

I think we are putting NASA in jeop-
ardy. I met with Senator BILL NELSON, 
the chairman of the NASA Sub-
committee, of which I am ranking 
member. We met with Michael Griffin 
and members of the staff of the Appro-
priations Committee who assured Mi-
chael Griffin he would have the ability 
to transfer money out of other ac-
counts to go there. But I am concerned 
about it. Why was the money moved 
out of that account in the first place? 
That doesn’t seem like the proper way 
to do business. But we are going to 
watch that very carefully. 

Senator NELSON and I are very bipar-
tisan in our approach to NASA. We 
both believe it is most important for us 
to have human spaceflight capabilities 
for the United States of America. It is 
a national security issue as well as a 
scientific issue that we stay in the 
forefront of science, and the lead we 
have had by going into space early is 
unmatched by any other country. Our 
lead is so important for our national 
security and the dominance we have 
had in space. The ability we have had 
to guide missiles from space is a phe-
nomenal advantage America has been 
able to achieve by conquering space. If 
we don’t have the ability to put hu-
mans in space for some period of time— 
3 to 5 years—what are we going to do? 
Are we going to go and beg the Rus-
sians? Who knows, by 2010 or 2011, 
whether the Russians would even give 
us space on their shuttles, much less 
give us the accommodations we would 
need and perhaps the secrecy we would 
need. 

I am concerned about this bill. If we 
were not facing a potential shutoff of 
the Government and many important 
programs, including benefits to vet-
erans and military pay, I would vote 
no, just as I did vote against cloture 
because I thought we still had time to 
do this right. We should have had time 
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