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growth in western Oregon and Wash-
ington than there was a decade ago.

However, the sharpest decline in
spotted owl populations actually oc-
curred where the least amount of fed-
eral timber harvest took place namely
the Olympic Peninsula of Washington
State. This is also the location of the
greatest number of barred owls.

The spotted owl actually increased
its population in southern Oregon—
where the most federal harvest activity
took place, and had the smallest inci-
dence of barred owl invasion.

One thing is for certain—the future
of the spotted owl is not only affected
by the teeth of chainsaws, but in the
bloody talon of the barred owl.

And there is a third twist. Forest
fires are decimating spotted owl habi-
tat. Over 100,000 acres of spotted owl
habitat was severely burned over the
last 10 years. Now, we don’t clear-cut
for human use, we just burn it all in
wildfires.

This is the Biscuit Fire, the largest
fire in Oregon’s history, the most ex-
pensive to fight in Forest Service his-
tory, costing in excess of $150 million.
Shoot, folks, with $150 million we could
take care of all the problems I am talk-
ing about with Oregon counties. The
Biscuit Fire incinerated 65,000 acres of
the spotted owl habitat as seen in this
picture. This is more than four times
the amount affected by timber sales in
the 50 years preceding the fire. One no-
table difference is that areas harvested
were replanted.

So after 15 years of not logging old
growth, growing new growth, and burn-
ing ‘“‘protected’ old growth, the Fed-
eral Government doesn’t know what to
do for the spotted owl. After 15 years
since its listing under the ESA, the
Federal Government does not even
have a recovery plan for the spotted
owl. And now we are hearing from the
Federal Government it doesn’t have
much of a plan for the people whose
lives were ruined.

As I stand here today, it is also clear
that the Federal Government doesn’t
know what to do with these commu-
nities in the wake of its failed manage-
ment decisions.

Let me also mention a fourth impact.
This should be of particular interest to
those Members concerned about the
outsourcing of U.S. jobs and industries
to other countries. As wood production
fell on the Federal timberlands, it was
replaced—board foot by board foot—by
the Canadian Government in its
“Crown Lands.” Does anyone think the
spotted owl knows the difference be-
tween the United States and Canadian
borders? I don’t think they know. But
what we are doing now is not har-
vesting our land. What we are doing
now is burning our land, and the Cana-
dians are overcutting their lands.

This trend is mirrored in reverse by
the blue line on this chart, showing Ca-
nadian lumber imports into this coun-
try.

The green and blue lines diverge in
1990—the years the spotted owl was
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listed as threatened. The flood of Cana-
dian imports met the ever-growing U.S.
demand for lumber.

So instead of milling our Ilumber,
harvested from our own forests, with
our own environmental laws, we are ex-
porting the impact and the jobs to
other countries—other countries with
fewer environmental protections and
where forests regenerate more slowly.

For a further example of the
outsourcing of our lumber industry, go
to Hurricane Katrina in 2005. With
western timber locked up in court,
southern timber blown down in the
storm, the administration actually
floated the idea of lowering tariffs on
foreign imported lumber for the
Katrina rebuilding effort.

Needless to say, that concept did not
move far. Plenty of lumber was repro-
duced for the reconstruction. Much of
it was salvaged, probably from Mis-
sissippi and Louisiana.

The point here is that actions have
consequences. If the United States
wants to consume wood, and it should,
then it needs to recognize where wood
comes from. But if Americans don’t
want wood to come from American for-
ests, harvested under the strictest en-
vironmental guidelines in the world,
then let’s face that reality. But the re-
ality has consequences.

I wonder if I can ask for an addi-
tional 15 minutes and that will be all I
will require.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
WHITEHOUSE). Without objection, it is
so ordered.

Mr. SMITH. I thank the Senator
from Vermont for listening to me. I
have detailed for you the dramatic
story of the Federal timber in Oregon
that serves as the backdrop for the
issue at hand.

Beginning in the late 1980s, timber
sales received the primary funding
source for the 25 Percent Fund and
began a precipitous decline for the rea-
sons I have explained earlier. This
plunge in receipts intensified and then
bottomed out at a much lower level in
the 1990s. The decline in receipts im-
pacted rural communities in the West,
particularly communities in Wash-
ington, Oregon, northern California,
and Idaho.

For example, in fiscal year 1995, na-
tional forest revenues were $5657 mil-
lion, only 36 percent of fiscal year 1989
peak revenues of $1.531 billion. In fiscal
yvear 2004 national forest revenues were
$281 million. That is from ‘‘billions’ to
“millions.”

Payments to many States under the
25 Percent Fund Act declined by an av-
erage of 70 percent from 1986 through
1998. These are national figures. Those
in Oregon were far more severe, reflect-
ing the drastic fall in the timber sales
program.

The problem was compounded be-
cause 18 Oregon counties have different
revenue-sharing agreements with the
Bureau of Land Management.

Mr. SANDERS. I ask the Senator to
yield so I can do some housekeeping.
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Mr. SMITH. If I don’t lose my place.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

HONORING JOE AND DEE SPORTS

o Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, today I
honor two wonderful Georgians, Joe
and Dee Sports of Conyers, as they cel-
ebrate 50 years of marriage.

Joe and Dee both grew up in south
Georgia. Joe is a native of Douglas in
Coffee County, and the former Dee
Plymell hails from Thomasville. They
are blessed with one daughter, Susan,
and two grandsons, Ali Joseph and
Amir Elias.

Joe has worn many hats over the
years in Georgia and Washington in-
cluding political leader, newspaper and
television reporter, congressional aide
and public affairs consultant. He was
executive director of the Democratic
Party of Georgia during the adminis-
trations of 2 Governors and served as a
congressional aide to U.S. Senator
David Gambrell as well as four Georgia
congressmen. He began his govern-
mental affairs firm, Joe Sports & Asso-
ciates, over 25 years ago. He also edits
Georgia Beat, Georgia’s oldest political
newsletter.

Dee is retired from the Georgia Sec-
retary of State’s office after many
years of distinguished service. She now
enjoys helping to raise her grandsons,
who live close by with their mom.

On February 24, Joe and Dee will
gather together with their family and
friends to celebrate this truly momen-
tous occasion. Although I cannot be
there in person, it is a privilege to
stand in this Senate and honor this tre-
mendous milestone that embodies the
profound love and commitment they
have for one another. Their marriage is
an inspiration to us all.e

——————

WE THE PEOPLE NATIONAL
FINALS

e Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, from
April 28-30, 2007, more than 1,200 stu-
dents from across the country will visit
Washington, DC, to take part in the
national finals of We the People: The
Citizen and the Constitution, an impor-
tant program developed to educate
young people about the U.S. Constitu-
tion and Bill of Rights. The We the
People program is funded by the U.S.
Department of Education and adminis-
tered by the Center for Civics Edu-
cation.

I am proud to announce that the
State of New Mexico will be rep-
resented by a class from Highland High
School from Albuquerque at this pres-
tigious national event. These out-
standing students, through their
knowledge of the U.S. Constitution,
won their statewide competition and
earned the chance to come to our Na-
tion’s Capital and compete at the na-
tional level.

While in Washington, the students
will participate in a 3-day academic
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competition that simulates a congres-
sional hearing in which they ‘‘testify”’
before a panel of judges. Students dem-
onstrate their knowledge and under-
standing of constitutional principles as
they evaluate and defend positions on
relevant historical and contemporary
issues. Independent studies show that
students in the We the People program
display a greater political tolerance
and commitment to the principles and
values of the Constitution and Bill of
Rights than do students using tradi-
tional textbooks and approaches. With
many reports and surveys indicating
the lack of civic knowledge and civic
participation, I am pleased to support
such a valuable program that is pro-
ducing an enlightened and engaged
citizenry.

The names of these outstanding stu-
dents from Highland High School are:

Aaron A, Adams, Allison J. Anglin,
Richard S. Baca, Laura E. Baldwin,
Kristy R. Calderon, Daniel Chavez,
Danielle N. Easley, Heather L. Gold-
berg, Gabriel J. Hogan, Peyton K.
Holloway, Martha A. Muna, Denise H.
Ortiz, Milagro Padilla, Catherine U.
Pham, Long Pham, Mark Ridder, Evan
D. Root, Whitney A. Sousa, and Ruby
R. Watkins.

I also wish to commend the teachers
of the class, Bob Coffey and Steve Seth,
who are responsible for preparing these
young contestants for the mnational
finals. Also worthy of special recogni-
tion is Dora Marroquin, the State coor-
dinator, and Patricia Carpeneter, the
district coordinator, who are among
those responsible for implementing the
We the People program in my State.

I wish these students much success as
they prepare to compete at the We the
People national finals and applaud
their great achievement.e®

————
IN MEMORY OF LEO T. McCARTHY

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I
ask my colleagues to honor the mem-
ory of one of California’s great law-
makers and dedicated public servants,
former California Lieutenant Governor
and State Assembly Speaker Leo T.
McCarthy. Leo passed away in San
Francisco on February 5, 2007 at the
age of 76. He leaves behind a legacy of
commitment to California.

Leo was born in Auckland, New Zea-
land in 1930. When he was 3, his family
moved to San Francisco’s Mission Dis-
trict. Leo served in the Korean war, in
the intelligence unit of the Strategic
Air Command. He studied history at
the University of San Francisco, USF,
before entering USF law school. Leo
began his political career through work
on various political campaigns during
law school.

Leo was first elected to the San
Francisco Board of Supervisors in 1963,
when at the age of 33, he became the
youngest supervisor in San Francisco
history. One of his enduring legacies is
the creation of the San Francisco
Human Rights Commission. He also
protected San Francisco’s precious
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open spaces. During this time, he was
appointed by then Governor Edmund
“Pat” Brown to the Commission on
Aging, where he demonstrated his de-
votion to aging issues which continued
throughout his career.

He was elected to the California
State Assembly in 1968 and became the
powerful Speaker of the Assembly in
1974. He helped bring more openness
and efficiency to the legislature. He
also promoted gay rights and coastal
protection.

Leo served three terms as lieutenant
governor from 1983-1995. As lieutenant
Governor, he was active with the State
Lands Commission and public edu-
cation through the University of Cali-
fornia. Lieutenant Governor McCarthy
helped coordinate California’s disaster
relief efforts following the Loma Prieta
earthquake. As a member of Congress,
I was proud to work with Leo on this
disaster relief effort. I am so pleased
that our paths crossed many times
over the years on so many important
issues.

Leo retired from politics in 1994. He
helped establish the Leo T. McCarthy
Center for Public Service and the Com-
mon Good at USF in 2002. The Center
‘“‘seeks to inspire and equip students
for lives and careers of ethical public
service and serving others.”” The Center
speaks volumes about Leo’s lifelong
commitment to open government and
public service.

Leo McCarthy was a highly respected
and beloved political leader in Cali-
fornia. My heart goes out to Leo’s fam-
ily and friends. He will be missed by all
who knew him. We take comfort in
knowing that future generations will
benefit from his spirit, his vision, and
his leadership. He is survived by his
wife Jackie; 4 children, Sharon, Conna,
Adam and Niall; and his 11 grand-
children.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
and a withdrawal which were referred
to the appropriate committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

The following message from the
President of the United States was
transmitted to the Senate by one of his
secretaries:
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REPORT RELATIVE TO THE EX-
PORT OF ITEMS TO THE PEO-
PLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA—PM 6

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with the provisions of
section 1512 of the Strom Thurmond
National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 1999 (Public Law 105-261), I
hereby certify that the export to the
People’s Republic of China of the fol-
lowing items is not detrimental to the
U.S. space launch industry, and that
the material and equipment, including
any indirect technical benefit that
could be derived from such exports,
will not measurably improve the mis-
sile or space launch capabilities of the
People’s Republic of China:

Twenty Honeywell model QA 750
accelerometers to be incorporated into
railway geometry measurement sys-
tems for China’s Ministry of Railways.

Equipment and technology associ-
ated with the production and testing of
composite components for Boeing com-
mercial aircraft.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 11, 2007.

———

ECONOMIC REPORT OF THE PRESI-
DENT DATED FEBRUARY 2007
WITH THE ANNUAL REPORT OF
THE COUNCIL OF ECONOMIC AD-
VISERS FOR 2007—PM 7

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President the United States,
together with an accompanying report;
which was referred to the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee:

———

ECONOMIC REPORT OF THE
PRESIDENT

To the Congress of the United States:

Economic growth in the United
States has been above the historic av-
erage and faster than any other major
industrialized economy in the world.
January was the 41st month of uninter-
rupted job growth produced by this
economy, in an expansion that has thus
far added more than 7.4, million new
jobs. Unemployment is low, inflation is
moderate, and real wages are rising.
Our economy is on the move and we
can keep it that way continuing to pur-
sue sound economic policy based on
free-market principles.

Sound economic policy begins with
low taxes. We should work together to
spend the taxpayers’ money wisely and
to tackle unfunded liabilities inherent
in entitlement programs such as Social
Security, Medicare, and Medicaid. I
have laid out a detailed plan in my
budget to restrain spending, cut ear-
marks in half by the end of this ses-
sion, and balance the budget by 2012
without raising taxes. The tax relief of
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