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Wood and Judge Philip Gutierrez to be
U.S. district judges. In neither case
would my vote have altered the out-
come of these confirmations; however,
I wish to address these confirmations
so that the people of the great State of
Kansas, who elected me to serve them
as U.S. Senator, may know my posi-
tion.

Regarding vote No. 35, the confirma-
tion vote on the nomination of Lisa
Godbey Wood, of Georgia, to be United
States District Judge for the Southern
District of Georgia, Executive Calendar
No. 6): I support the confirmation of
Ms. Godbey Wood.

Regarding vote No. 36, the confirma-
tion vote on the nomination of Philip
S. Gutierrez, of California, to be United
States District Judge for the Central
District of California, Executive Cal-
endar No. 7: I support the confirmation
of Mr. Gutierrez.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO DENNIS MERRELL

e Mr. GRAHAM. Madam President,
today I ask the Senate to join me in
recognizing Dr. Dennis Merrell on the
occasion of his retirement from York
Technical College in Rock Hill, SC. Dr.
Merrell officially stepped down last
week as president of York Tech fol-
lowing over 30 years of service at the
vocational college. For the last seven-
teen of those thirty years, Dr. Merrell
led York Tech as the school’s presi-
dent. He leaves York Tech having
transformed the college into a powerful
source of economic development and
manufacturing workforce creation for
South Carolina and the country.

After serving 2 years in the military,
Dr. Merrell earned a bachelor’s degree
in business and computer science from
Winthrop University and a master’s de-
gree in computer science from Virginia
Tech. He joined the faculty at York
Tech to teach computer technology
and programming in 1976 and in time
became chair of the Computer Tech-
nology Division. Eventually Dr.
Merrell was named the college’s Vice
President of Instruction. He served in
that capacity until he was appointed
president of the school in 1989 following
the death of his predecessor, Dr. Baxter
Hood.

To deliver true quality technical edu-
cation, Dr. Merrell understood that
York Tech would need to rely on re-
sources outside of those provided by
State and local government. To that
end, Dr. Merrell developed a culture of
industry partnerships from which the
school has tremendously benefited dur-
ing his tenure. Under Dr. Merrell’s
leadership, enrollment in the college’s
continuing education programs nearly
doubled. Six buildings including a child
development center, library, student
services building, continuing education
center, institute for manufacturing
productivity, and science and tech-
nology building were all constructed on
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Dr. Merrell’s watch. Construction on a
new economic development training
center is also currently underway—the
product of a collaboration with 3D Sys-
tems Corporation.

Like the relationship with 3D Sys-
tems, Dr. Merrell also championed
partnerships with regional construc-
tion companies and other manufac-
turing businesses to address practical
job-training issues. In the last year,
York Tech has also joined with utility
companies and contractors in the Caro-
linas to help meet the growing need for
entry-level line workers in the region.
For efforts like these York Tech was
recognized as a Bellweather Awards Fi-
nalist in 2006 for its unique approach to
industry alliances. The United States
Department of Education has even ac-
knowledged York Tech for its innova-
tive approach to meeting the local and
national workforce needs in the area of
manufacturing.

Dr. Merrell even promoted distance
learning, namely online instruction, al-
lowing countless students the oppor-
tunity to reach educational goals with-
out giving up their jobs. As such the
American Association of Community
Colleges named York Tech the number
one digital-savvy college among the
country’s largest and urban commu-
nity colleges.

Dr. Merrell’s community service out-
side of his work at York Tech includes
leadership roles at the Rock Hill and
York County Economic Development
Boards, the Rock Hill Rotary Board,
the Charlotte Area Education Consor-
tium Board, and the York County Red
Cross Board, among a host of other
technical education organizations.

York Tech is sure to miss Dr.
Merrell’s leadership and vision, but I
am confident that the school will build
on his impressive legacy. In conclusion,
I ask that the Senate join me in wish-
ing Dr. Merrell a healthy and happy re-
tirement.e

———

IN RECOGNITION OF FLOWERS
FOODS

e Mr. ISAKSON. Madam President,
today I wish to recognize Flowers
Foods of Thomasville, GA, which has
just been named by Forbes magazine as
this year’s ‘‘Best-Managed’ publicly
traded food company. This honor
comes on top of a record fourth quarter
and a record year for Flowers Foods.

Flowers Foods has clearly set a
standard of excellence for which all of
us should strive. Operating out of
Thomasville, GA, since 1919, Flowers
Foods has a proven record of success
and dedication not only to its cus-
tomers and employees but also to the
State of Georgia. I have watched as
this company has grown over the years
to the point where it now serves almost
40 percent of the U.S. population. I ex-
pect its continued success to serve as a
shining example to businesses across
Georgia and the United States.

I want to commend chief executive
officer George E. Deese and all the em-
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ployees of Flowers Foods and their
families on a job well done.®

——————

TRIBUTE TO RICHARD SHAPIRO

e Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President, I
join my colleagues in saluting Richard
H. Shapiro, the executive director of
the Congressional Management Foun-
dation. As Rick moves on to new chal-
lenges, I want to thank him for his re-
markable service to the U.S. Senate.

Rick Shapiro is responsible for bring-
ing 21st century management skills to
an institution build on 18th century
rules and practices. We still have spit-
toons in the Senate—yet we also have
blackberries.

Rick Shapiro helped us wrestle with
issues that our Founding Fathers
didn’t even dream about. How do you
answer thousands of e-mails a week?
How do you hire, train, and retain ex-
cellent staff? How do you set goals and
measure progress—so that promises
made can be promises kept? How do
you ensure that state and Washington
offices communicate, coordinate and
cooperate? Whenever I had a question
about managing my office, I turned to
Rick Shapiro—and my staff did the
same.

Under Rick Shapiro’s leadership, the
Congressional Management Foundation
has helped Members to set up their of-
fices, upgrade office systems, and ad-
just to new ways of connecting with
constituents. His book “Setting
Course’ is a must-read for all new
Members of Congress. He was the first
to compile and analyze information
from individual offices—to enable Sen-
ators to learn from the best practices
of others.

Rick Shapiro is a part of our Senate
family. In fact, he met his wife Trudy
Vincent when she was my legislative
director. Their daughter Abby has been
spotted selling Girl Scout cookies
around the Capitol.

Rick Shapiro has made a lasting im-
pact on the U.S. Senate. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in thanking him for
his service. While he is stepping down
from the Congressional Management
Foundation, I look forward to great
things from Rick in the years ahead.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the Committee
on Armed Services.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:11 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 161. An act to adjust the boundary of
the Minidoka Internment National Monu-
ment to include the Nidoto Nai Yoni Memo-
rial in Bainbridge Island, Washington, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 235. An act to allow for the renegoti-
ation of the payment schedule of contracts
between the Secretary of the Interior and
the Redwood Valley County Water District,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 356. An act to remove certain restric-
tions on the Mammoth Community Water
District’s ability to use certain property ac-
quired by that District from the United
States.

H.R. 386. An act to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to convey certain buildings
and lands of the Yakima Project, Wash-
ington, to the Yakima-Tieton Irrigation Dis-
trict.

H.R. 512. An act to establish the Commis-
sion to Study the Potential Creation of the
National Museum of the American Latino to
develop a plan of action for the establish-
ment and maintenance of a National Mu-
seum of the American Latino in Washington,
DC, and for other purposes.

At 4:23 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House agrees to
the amendments of the Senate to the
bill (H.R. 434) to provide for an addi-
tional temporary extension of pro-
grams under the Small Business Act
and the Small Business Investment Act
of 1958 through December 31, 2007, and
for other purposes.

At 4:48 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the pursuant to 22
U.S.C. 6913, and the order of the House
of January 4, 2007, the Speaker ap-
points the following Member of the
House of Representatives to the Con-
gressional-Executive Commission on
the People’s Republic of China: Mr.
LEVIN of Michigan, Chairman.

————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 161. An act to adjust the boundary of
the Minidoka Internment National Monu-
ment to include the Nidoto Nai Yoni Memo-
rial in Bainbridge Island, Washington, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

H.R. 235. An act to allow for the renegoti-
ation of the payment schedule of contracts
between the Secretary of the Interior and
the Redwood Valley County Water District,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

H.R. 356. An act to remove certain restric-
tions on the Mammoth Community Water
District’s ability to use certain property ac-
quired by that District from the United
States; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.
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H.R. 386. An act to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to convey certain buildings
and lands of the Yakima Project, Wash-
ington, to the Yakima-Tieton Irrigation Dis-
trict; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

H.R. 512. An act to establish the Commis-
sion to Study the Potential Creation of the
National Museum of the American Latino to
develop a plan of action for the establish-
ment and maintenance of a National Mu-
seum of the American Latino in Washington,
DC, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-721. A communication from the Execu-
tive Director, Commodity Futures Trading
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Electronic Fil-
ing of Notices of Exemption and Exclusion
Under Part 4 of the Commission’s Regula-
tions’ ((RIN3038-AC33)(72 FR 1658)) received
on February 6, 2007; to the Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-722. A communication from the Chair-
man and President of the Export-Import
Bank of the United States, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the Bank’s annual report on
its operations for fiscal year 2006; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

EC-723. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on
D.C. Act 16-674, ‘‘National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People Grant
Authority Temporary Act of 2007 received
on February 6, 2007; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC-724. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on
D.C. Act 16-676, ‘‘School Without Walls De-
velopment Project Temporary Amendment
Act of 2007 received on February 6, 2007; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

EC-725. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on
D.C. Act 16-677, ‘“‘D.C. Housing Authority
Rent Supplement Temporary Amendment
Act of 2007 received on February 6, 2007; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

EC-726. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on
D.C. Act 16-675, ‘‘Fiscal Year 2007 Operating
Cash Reserve and Revised Revenue December
Allocation Temporary Act of 2007’ received
on February 6, 2007; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC-727. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the Inspector General’s semi-
annual report on the Department for the pe-
riod ending September 30, 2006; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
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and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:
By Mrs. BOXER:

S. 510. A bill to specify that the 100 most
populous urban ares of the United States, as
determined by the Secretary of Homeland
Security, shall be eligible for grants under
the Urban Area Security Initiative of the De-
partment of Homeland Security, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

By Mrs. CLINTON (for herself, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, Mr. KERRY, and Mr. LIEBER-
MAN):

S. 511. A bill to provide student borrowers
with basic rights, including the right to
timely information about their loans and the
right to make fair and reasonable loan pay-
ments, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. HATCH:

S. 512. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to study the feasibility of en-
larging the Arthur V. Watkins Dam Weber
Basin Project, Utah, to provide additional
water for the Weber Basin Project to fulfill
the purposes for which that project was au-
thorized; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself and Mr.
BOND):

S. 513. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to revive previous authority on
the use of the Armed Forces and the militia
to address interference with State or Federal
law, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

By Mr. NELSON of Florida (for himself
and Mr. MARTINEZ):

S. 514. A bill to extend Federal recognition
to the Muscogee Nation of Florida; to the
Committee on Indian Affairs.

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr.
OBAMA, Mr. BIDEN, and Mr. KEN-
NEDY):

S. 515. A bill to provide a mechanism for
the determination on the merits of the
claims of claimants who met the class cri-
teria in a civil action relating to racial dis-
crimination by the Department of Agri-
culture but who were denied that determina-
tion; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. PRYOR (for himself, Mr. WAR-
NER, and Mrs. LINCOLN):

S. 516. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to make permanent the op-
tion of including combat pay when com-
puting earned income; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Ms. LANDRIEU:

S. 517. A bill to amend the Emergency Sup-
plemental Appropriations Act for Defense,
the Global War on Terror, and Hurricane Re-
covery, 2006 to authorize the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency to provide addi-
tional assistance to State and local govern-
ments for utility costs resulting from the
provision of temporary housing units to
evacuees from Hurricane Katrina and other
hurricanes; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself and Mrs.
MURRAY):

S. 518. A bill to amend the Education
Sciences Reform Act of 2002 to require the
Statistics Commissioner to collect informa-
tion from coeducational secondary schools
on such schools’ athletic programs; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. McCAIN (for himself, Mr. SCHU-
MER, and Mr. KYL):

S. 519. A bill to modernize and expand the
reporting requirements relating to child por-
nography, to expand cooperation in com-
bating child pornography, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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