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SMITH, Mr. BUNNING, Mr. ENSIGN, Mr. 
CRAIG, Mr. VITTER, Mr. DEMINT, Mr. 
SUNUNU, Mr. BURR, Mr. ENZI, Mr. 
ROBERTS, Mr. BOND, Mr. ALLARD, and 
Mr. HAGEL): 

S. 502. A bill to repeal the sunset on the re-
duction of capital gains rates for individuals 
and on the taxation of dividends of individ-
uals at capital gains rates; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

By Mrs. DOLE (for herself, Mr. NELSON 
of Florida, Mr. BURR, Mr. GRAHAM, 
Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. 
LOTT, Mr. COCHRAN, and Mr. MAR-
TINEZ): 

S. 503. A bill to establish the SouthEast 
Crescent Authority, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

By Mr. SMITH: 
S. 504. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to establish long-term care 
trust accounts and allow a refundable tax 
credit for contributions to such accounts, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. WAR-
NER, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. COLEMAN, Mr. 
VITTER, Mr. SMITH, and Mr. NELSON 
of Nebraska): 

S. 505. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase the above-the- 
line deduction for teacher classroom supplies 
and to expand such deduction to include 
qualified professional development expenses; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself, 
Ms. SNOWE, and Mrs. BOXER): 

S. 506. A bill to improve efficiency in the 
Federal Government through the use of high- 
performance green buildings, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

By Mr. CONRAD (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Ms. CANTWELL, and Mr. DUR-
BIN): 

S. 507. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for reim-
bursement of certified midwife services and 
to provide for more equitable reimbursement 
rates for certified nurse-midwife services; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY: 
S. 508. A bill to amend the Congressional 

Accountability Act of 1995 to apply whistle-
blower protections available to certain exec-
utive branch employees to legislative branch 
employees, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs . 

By Mr. INOUYE (for himself, Mr. STE-
VENS, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. LOTT, 
and Mr. LAUTENBERG): 

S. 509. A bill to provide improved aviation 
security, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Ms. LANDRIEU: 
S. Res. 72. A resolution acknowledging the 

severity of the wetland loss occurring in 
Louisiana and supporting the observance of 
World Wetlands Day in the United States; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

By Mr. ALLARD (for himself, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. COLEMAN, Mr. STE-
VENS, Mrs. DOLE, Mrs. HUTCHISON, 
Mr. VITTER, Mr. HATCH, Mr. MCCAIN, 
Mr. MCCONNELL, and Mr. REID): 

S. Res. 73. A resolution designating Feb-
ruary 6, 2007, as ‘‘Ronald Reagan Day’’; con-
sidered and agreed to. 

By Ms. LANDRIEU: 
S. Con. Res. 9. A concurrent resolution 

celebrating the contributions of the archi-
tectural profession during ‘‘National Archi-
tecture Week’’; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 43 

At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the 
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
43, a bill to amend title II of the Social 
Security Act to preserve and protect 
Social Security benefits of American 
workers and to help ensure greater 
congressional oversight of the Social 
Security system by requiring that both 
Houses of Congress approve a total-
ization agreement before the agree-
ment, giving foreign workers Social 
Security benefits, can go into effect. 

S. 55 

At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the 
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 55, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the indi-
vidual alternative minimum tax. 

S. 65 

At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
65, a bill to modify the age-60 standard 
for certain pilots and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 206 

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
206, a bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to repeal the Govern-
ment pension offset and windfall elimi-
nation provisions. 

S. 254 

At the request of Mr. ENZI, the names 
of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. GRASS-
LEY) and the Senator from Louisiana 
(Ms. LANDRIEU) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 254, a bill to award post-
humously a Congressional gold medal 
to Constantino Brumidi. 

S. 294 

At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG, 
the name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. LEVIN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 294, a bill to reauthorize Amtrak, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 326 

At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 326, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide a 
special period of limitation when uni-
formed services retirement pay is re-
duced as result of award of disability 
compensation. 

S. 367 

At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the 
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) was added as 
a cosponsor of S. 367, a bill to amend 

the Tariff Act of 1930 to prohibit the 
import, export, and sale of goods made 
with sweatshop labor, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 380 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
380, a bill to reauthorize the Secure 
Rural Schools and Community Self-De-
termination Act of 2000, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 388 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
ENSIGN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
388, a bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to provide a national 
standard in accordance with which 
nonresidents of a State may carry con-
cealed firearms in the State. 

S. 430 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
SMITH), the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
HARKIN), the Senator from Louisiana 
(Ms. LANDRIEU), the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. BROWN) and the Senator from Illi-
nois (Mr. DURBIN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 430, a bill to amend title 
10, United States Code, to enhance the 
national defense through empowerment 
of the Chief of the National Guard Bu-
reau and the enhancement of the func-
tions of the National Guard Bureau, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 435 
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. CLINTON) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 435, a bill to amend title 49, 
United States Code, to preserve the es-
sential air service program. 

S. 439 
At the request of Mr. REID, the name 

of the Senator from New York (Mrs. 
CLINTON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
439, a bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to permit certain retired 
members of the uniformed services who 
have a service-connected disability to 
receive both disability compensation 
from the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs for their disability and either re-
tired pay by reason of their years of 
military service or Combat-Related 
Special Compensation. 

S. 450 
At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. NELSON) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 450, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to repeal the 
medicare outpatient rehabilitation 
therapy caps. 

S. 479 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 479, a bill to reduce the 
incidence of suicide among veterans. 

S. RES. 70 
At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the 

name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAIG) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 70, a resolution expressing the 
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sense of the Senate that the Com-
mander of Multinational Forces-Iraq 
and all United States personnel under 
his command should receive from Con-
gress the full support necessary to 
carry out the United States mission in 
Iraq. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. LUGAR: 
S. 494. A bill to endorse further en-

largement of the North Atlantic Trea-
ty Organization (NATO) and to facili-
tate the timely admission of new mem-
bers to NATO, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce the ‘‘NATO Free-
dom Consolidation Act of 2007’’. Last 
year this legislation passed the Senate 
by unanimous consent. Unfortunately, 
the House was unable to act prior to 
adjournment last year. 

I was pleased that thirteen of my col-
leagues, including Senators BIDEN, 
CHAMBLISS, COLEMAN, DODD, HAGEL, 
HUTCHISON, MARTINEZ, MCCAIN, SMITH, 
and SUNUNU, joined me in proposing 
this important legislation. 

The goal of this bill is to reaffirm 
United States support for continued 
enlargement of NATO to democracies 
that are able and willing to meet the 
responsibilities of membership. In par-
ticular, the legislation calls for the 
timely admission of Albania, Croatia, 
Georgia, Macedonia, and Ukraine to 
NATO and authorizes security assist-
ance for these countries in Fiscal Year 
2008. Each of these countries has clear-
ly stated its desire to join NATO and is 
working hard to meet the specified re-
quirements for membership. 

I believe that eventual NATO mem-
bership for these five countries would 
be a success for Europe, NATO, and the 
United States by continuing to extend 
the zone of peace and security. Alba-
nia, Croatia, and Macedonia have been 
making progress on reforms through 
their participation in the NATO Mem-
bership Action Plan since 2002. Unfor-
tunately, Georgia and Ukraine have 
not yet been granted a Membership Ac-
tion Plan but nevertheless have made 
remarkable progress. This legislation 
will provide important incentives and 
assistance to the countries to continue 
the implementation of democratic, de-
fense, and economic reforms. 

Since the end of the Cold War, NATO 
has been evolving to meet the new se-
curity needs of the 21st century. In this 
era, the threats to NATO members are 
transnational and far from its geo-
graphic borders. There is strong sup-
port among members for NATO’s oper-
ation in Afghanistan, and for its train-
ing mission in Iraq. NATO’s viability 
as an effective defense and security al-
liance depends on flexible, creative 
leadership, as well as the willingness of 
members to improve capabilities and 
address common threats. 

If NATO is to continue to be the pre-
eminent security Alliance and serve 
the defense interests of its member-
ship, it must continue to evolve and 
that evolution must include enlarge-
ment. Potential NATO membership 
motivates emerging democracies to 
make important advances in areas such 
as the rule of law and civil society. A 
closer relationship with NATO will pro-
mote these values and contribute to 
our mutual security. Georgia is a 
young democracy that has made tre-
mendous progress since the ‘‘Rose Rev-
olution.’’ It is situated in a critical 
geo-strategic location and is host to a 
large portion of the Baku-Tbilisi- 
Ceyhan pipeline that carries important 
energy resources to the West from 
Azerbaijan and, in the future, 
Kazakhstan. Georgia is resisting pres-
sure from breakaway republics backed 
by Moscow. In the past, border disputes 
have been identified as reasons a coun-
try may not be invited to join NATO. 
But in this case, Russia’s action, not 
Georgia’s, are frustrating Tbilisi’s 
NATO aspirations. 

Three years ago, the United States 
Senate unanimously voted to invite 
seven countries to join NATO. Today, 
Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Romania, Slovakia, and Slovenia are 
making significant contributions to 
NATO and are among our closest allies 
in the global war on terrorism. It is 
time again for the United States to 
take the lead in urging its allies to 
bring in new members, and to offer 
timely admission of Albania, Croatia, 
Georgia, Macedonia, and Ukraine to 
NATO. 

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself, Mr. 
SPECTER, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr. 
SCHUMER, and Mr. SANDERS): 

S. 495. A bill to prevent and mitigate 
identity theft, to ensure privacy, to 
provide notice of security breaches, 
and to enhance criminal penalties, law 
enforcement assistance, and other pro-
tections against security breaches, 
fraudulent access, and misuse of per-
sonally identifiable information; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today I 
am pleased to join Senator SPECTER in 
reintroducing the Leahy-Specter Per-
sonal Data Privacy and Security Act. 
This is a comprehensive data privacy 
package aimed at better protecting 
Americans’ privacy. Senator SPECTER 
has been a valuable partner on this, 
and I also thank Majority Leader REID 
for his leadership and commitment to 
enacting data privacy legislation this 
year. 

When Senator SPECTER and I intro-
duced this bill in 2005, we had high 
hopes of bringing urgently needed data 
privacy reforms to the American peo-
ple. The Judiciary Committee reported 
this bill favorably in November of 2005, 
but with the last Congress, it simply 
sat on the calendar. The leadership 
would not bring it forward. 

The irony is while they refused to 
bring it forward, the problems of data 

breaches remained a persistent and 
pernicious threat to Americans’ pri-
vacy. Yesterday we learned that the 
Department of Veterans Affairs has 
lost a portable hard drive containing 
the sensitive personal information on 
as many as 48,000 veterans. I can imag-
ine what the veterans in my State feel 
about that. I can imagine what the vet-
erans in Montana feel about that. 

Last week, there was a major data 
breach involving a State computer 
server in my home State of Vermont. 
It jeopardized the financial data of at 
least 69,000 Vermonters whose personal 
financial information had been stored 
on the computer used by the Vermont 
Agency of Human Services. Can you 
imagine 69,000 people, in a State of 
barely over 600,000 people. 

This is not unique to Vermont. Last 
month mega retailer TJX disclosed 
that it suffered a major computer 
breach involving credit and debt card 
purchases involving possibly hundreds 
of thousands of American consumers. 
And, even as disturbing as that is, 
while they knew about the breach in 
mid-December, none of those cus-
tomers were told about it until a 
month later. It is as if a thief had gone 
to each one of their houses and stolen 
their data. 

Of course, all of this comes on the 
heels of the theft of the personal data 
of 26.5 million of our veterans and ac-
tive-duty personnel at the VA last 
year. Think about this: You are a man 
or a woman serving your country in Af-
ghanistan or Iraq, and this information 
is stolen—with data about where you 
live and what family members are left 
at home while you are overseas. How 
do you think that makes you feel? 

According to the Privacy Rights 
Clearinghouse, more than 100 million 
records containing sensitive personal 
information have been involved in data 
security breaches since 2005. We need 
strong Federal data privacy and secu-
rity laws to protect Americans’ per-
sonal data, and to address the ills of 
lax data security. 

Our bill requires that data brokers 
let consumers know what sensitive per-
sonal information they have about 
them and to allow individuals to cor-
rect this. It is a simple matter of fair-
ness. There is a clear precedent for our 
approach in the credit reporting con-
text. Our bill also requires that compa-
nies who have databases with sensitive 
personal information about Americans 
establish and implement data privacy 
and security programs. In the informa-
tion age, any company that wants to be 
trusted by the public must earn that 
trust by vigilantly protecting the data-
bases that they use and maintain. In 
addition, our bill requires notice when 
sensitive personal information has 
been compromised. The American peo-
ple need to know when they may be ex-
posed to a data breach. Whether it is a 
government agency or a private com-
pany, if they lose your sensitive infor-
mation, your Social Security number, 
your address, or anything about you, 
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